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Every Student Succeeds Act



Presentation Goals

• Participants will understand how to read ESSA 
School Index Reports

• Participants will utilize a continuous cycle of inquiry
• Participants will begin to adjust to new timelines for 

school-level improvement plans



Vision

The Arkansas Department of Education is transforming 
Arkansas to lead the nation in student-focused 
education.

Mission

The Arkansas Department of Education provides leadership, 
support, and service to schools, districts, and communities so 
every student graduates prepared for college, career, and 
community engagement.



Arkansas ESSA plan was approved by 
USDE on January 16, 2018.

http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/
public-school-accountability/every-
student-succeeds-act-essa

http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/public-school-accountability/every-student-succeeds-act-essa




Rigorous 
Academic 
Standards



Grade Bands Assessment State Use

3–8 ACT Aspire®

Achievement and Growth
• English Language Arts (English, reading, writing)
• Mathematics
• Science (5th indicator)

9–10 ACT Aspire®

Achievement and Growth
• English Language Arts (English, reading, writing)
• Mathematics
• Science (5th indicator)

Alternate 
Assessment for 

Significantly 
Cognitively 

Disabled Students

Multi-State Alternative 
Assessment
2017-2018

Arkansas Alternate 
Portfolio Assessment

Dynamic Learning Maps 
under consideration for

2018 and forward

Multi-State Alternative Assessment (MSAA)
• English Language Arts (English, reading, writing)
• Mathematics

Arkansas Alternate Portfolio Assessment
• Science portfolio

Dynamic Learning Maps
• English Language Arts, grades 3–10
• Math, grades 3–10
• Science, grades 3–10

11 The ACT® Achievement and Growth
• Percent meeting Readiness Benchmark

K-12
English Language 

Proficiency Assessment for 
21st Century (ELPA21)

• Percent meeting Readiness Benchmark

Strong State 
Assessment 

System





Arkansas Educational Support and Accountability System

Vision

Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) - (federal)

Act 930 - Arkansas 
Educational Support and 
Accountability Act -
(state)

Act 744 - School Rating 
System - (state)

replaces 
NCLB

replaces 
ACTAAP

updates the 
process



What is the ESSA School Index?
The Every Student Succeeds Act (2015) 
provided states the opportunity to engage 
stakeholders in the development of the 
state’s accountability system. ESSA 
required states to include at least five 
indicators for success:

1. Achievement,
2. Growth,
3. English learner progress toward 

English language proficiency, 
4. Graduation rate, and
5. School quality and student success 

(SQSS)

Stakeholder 
Designed 

Accountability 
System



What does ESSA mean for most schools and 
LEAs?

Academics

Human Capital

Student 
Support

Stakeholder 
Communication/Famil

y and Community 
Engagement

District Operations 
and Fiscal 

Governance

Facilities  and 
Transportation 

Students



• The DRAFT school reports are private reports and contain 
confidential school-level data for all students and all subgroups 
of students.

• Public reports will be provided soon that have cells with N<10 
redacted and other cells that may unintentionally lead to 
identification of specific students.



2017 ESSA School Index 
Reports



1

2

3

4

5



Bottom of Home Page -



Scroll down -



Then login to Triand account -



Select report type -



Enter district/school -











Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pause to let team members review with audience and help answer questions.



Indicator #1  
Weighted Achievement



Achievement Level
ACT Aspire

Achievement 
Level
MSAA

Points Earned for Each 
Achievement Level

In Need of Support Level 1 (L1) 0.00

Close Level 2 (L2) 0.50

Ready Level 3 (L3) 1.00

Exceeds: 
Step one: Number of L4  ≤  Number of L1 Level 4 (L4) 1.00

Exceeds: 
Step two: Number of L4  > Number of L1 Level 4 (L4) 1.25









Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pause to let team members review with audience and help answer questions.



Indicators #2 and #3  
Value Added Growth











Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pause to let team members review with audience and help answer questions.



Indicator #4 
Cohort Graduation 

Rate





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pause to let team members review with audience and help answer questions.



Indicator #5 
School Quality and 

Student Success (SQSS)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pause to let team members review with audience and help answer questions.



For more information about ESSA

http://www.arkansased.gov/divisi
ons/public-school-
accountability/every-student-
succeeds-act-essa/informational-
documents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
30-33 move to end 

http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/public-school-accountability/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/informational-documents






Resources continue to 
be added and updated.

Webinars will be 
recorded and posted.

Please share this page 
with others.



School-Level Improvement Plans



A.C.A. §6-15-2914
School-level

improvement plans
School District 
Support Plans

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make clear that this is not a plan that is looked at once.  Tie back to continuous improvement.The General Assembly finds that it is the responsibility of the state to support its public school districts; and a public school district to support its schools. Beginning on May 1, 2018, and by May 1 annually thereafter, a public school shall submit to its public school district a school-level improvement plan for approval by the public school district and public school district board of directors for implementation in the following school year.      School-level improvement plans shall be posted on the public school district’s website by August 1 of each year.   School-level improvement plans shall be:  Monitored by the public school district for implementation    	    fidelity and progress throughout the year; and    Evaluated annually by the public school district for goal     	    progress and accomplishment.



With stakeholder engagement, each school shall develop a school-level improvement plan that follows a 
continuous cycle of inquiry:

Establish goals or anticipated outcomes based on an 
analysis of students’ needs. 

Identify evidence-based interventions and practices to be 
implemented.

Describe the professional learning necessary for adults to 
deliver the interventions and practices.

Describe the timeline and procedures for evaluation 
of the interventions and practices for effectiveness.

Describe the implementation timeline for monitoring of the 
interventions and practices for effectiveness.



Indistar is available to all schools.

The Explanation
and Questions
provide helpful

insight!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are no recommended district and school indicators.There is not a specific number of indicators to be assessed.You know best what your district and school(s) needs are.The indicators should accurately reflect the�needs of your students and teachers.



Please continue to utilize Indistar to access 
or upload:

➢ Family and Community Engagement Plan
➢ Health and Wellness Information
➢ Special Education Forms
➢ Federal Program Applications and Supporting 

Documents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a school/district chooses to use a template or source other than Indistar to create their school-level plan, they will still need to access Indistar for other uses. 



Questions?
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