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Ambassador Led Community Listening 
Forum

• Fifty-seven Arkansas have registered to be an Ambassador

• Information can be found on the ESSA webpage for dates, 
times and locations of Ambassador Led Community Listening 
Forums



Student-Focused 
Learning System

How do we develop and support a student-focused learning system?



Academic Standards

What are academic standards?

Why do we have academic standards?



Arkansas Academic Standards

Academic standards define the knowledge and skills that 
students are expected to learn in a subject in each grade. 

Academic standards are designed to provide a clear path for 
students to gain the proficiency that is required to learn 
increasingly complex material in the next grade.



Curriculum

Curriculum refers to the means and materials with 
which students will interact for the purpose of 
achieving identified academic standards

Local district decisions



Standards vs. Curriculum

• Standards- What we WANT students to Learn
• Ex. Cite evidence from the text to support arguments.

• Curriculum- What we USE to teach the Standards
• Ex. Books, materials used





Academic Standards

• How were academic standards developed?

• When are academic standards reviewed and revised?



Standards Review Process

• Expert Reviewers

•Committee
• Teachers
•Higher Ed

•Research, National Standards, State Standards

• State Board Approval



Arkansas Academic Standards



Courses for Credit

Are the academic standards aligned with credit bearing 
coursework and relevant career and technical 
education standards?



Assessment

What are the current state assessments?

Should we consider multiple assessments in the 
reporting and accountability system?



Assessment Requirements



Assessment

• State must implement a set of high-quality student 
academic assessments in math, reading or language 
arts, and science. 

•Assessments may measure individual student growth. 



Assessment

• State systems can measure achievement through an 
annual summative assessment or multiple statewide 
assessments, the results of which would be required to 
be combined to produce a summative score. 

• State may allow an LEA to use a nationally-recognized 
high school academic assessment in lieu of a state 
assessment as long as such assessment is aligned to the 
State's standards and meet other requirements. 



Assessment

•Are the assessments aligned to college and 
career ready standards?

• Yes, domain level of the ACT

• Alignment Study



Assessment

•What is the role of the state assessments in the 
reporting and accountability system?

•How do we ensure 95% students tested in all 
subgroups?



Assessment

• Scores from the state assessment are used in all 
school report card and designation calculations.  
They are also annually reported to the USED.

• Schools are required to test all students.  State law 
requires that all students participate in the statewide 
assessment program.



Reporting and Accountability



Related, but Different

Report/Reporting—To provide information. To give or render a formal 
account or statement of; to make known the presence, condition, or 
whereabouts of… 

• http://www.dictionary.com/browse/reporting?s=t

Accountability—The obligation of an individual or organization to 
account for its activities, accept responsibility for them, and to disclose 
the results in a transparent manner. It also includes the responsibility 
for money or other entrusted property. 

• http://businessdictionary.com

http://www.dictionary.com/browse/reporting?s=t
http://businessdictionary.com


Broad Considerations

Start with a theory of Action: If we focus on what matters for students to be 
prepared for success in life, then more students will graduate from our 
school systems prepared for success in life. 

• What does it mean, broadly-speaking, for students to be prepared for 
college, career, and community engagement? Success in life?  

• What does that mean for how we assess students, how we report on 
student’s progress in their preparation, and how we hold schools and 
districts accountable for their areas of responsibility? 

• What does that mean for how we support schools and districts to enable 
equity of access and opportunity to achieve our goals? 



Considerations for Reporting 

Public Law 114-95 Section 1111(h)(1-3)*

Reporting a metric is a form of ‘soft’ accountability and increases 
transparency. 

• What information/indicators do families and communities want to 
know about their schools? 

• Which indicators promote transparency and help to inform progress 
for continuous improvement? 
• Are there potential unintended consequences for reporting these metrics? 

• Which indicators are better collected and used at the local level to 
inform ‘operations’? 



State Report Card



Multiple Measures Provide Rich Information—Use of graphics can increase the 
richness



Considerations for Accountability 
Public Law 114-95 Section 1111(c)(1-5)

• What is the most important outcome for the accountability system 
today? In five years? 

• What parts of the current state system are driving the desired 
outcomes and what do we want to change?

• How can the assessment and accountability systems drive desired 
behaviors and instructional and assessment practices to realize our 
goals for students?

• What are the important outcomes for which schools and districts 
should be accountable?
• Are there potential unintended consequences for reporting these metrics?



NCLB: We know 
where we’ve been…



We know where we are…



Where will Arkansas Go 
Next? 



Federal Funding Supports



Subgroups

Accountability

English Language Learner 

Special Education

Economically Disadvantaged

African American

Hispanic

Caucasian

Reporting 
English Language Learner

Special Education

Economically Disadvantaged

African American

Hispanic

Caucasian

Migrant

Gender

Active Duty Military Dependents

Homeless Foster Children



Minimum Number of 
Students
N Size Considerations



What is the context for thinking about minimum N 
size?

Title I Part A of ESSA

• Title I:  Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged. 

• Purpose: “to provide all children significant opportunity to receive a 
fair, equitable, and high-quality education, and to close educational 
achievement gaps’’ (Section 1001). 

• Part A: Improving Basic Programs Operated by State and Local 
Education Agencies. 

• Details basic program requirements for State Education Agencies 
(SEAs) and Local Education Agencies (LEAs). 



Minimum N Requirements (1111(c)(3)

(A)(i) the minimum number of students that the State determines are 
necessary to be included to carry out such requirements and how that 
number is statistically sound, which shall be the same State-
determined number for all students and for each subgroup of students 
in the State; 

(ii) how such minimum number of students was determined by the 
State, Including how the State collaborated with teachers, principals, 
other school leaders, parents and other stakeholders when 
determining such minimum number…” 



The minimum N size impacts the degree to which indicators 
for all students and all subgroups of students are 

included/excluded from accountability calculations.

This raises both non-technical and technical considerations.



Non-technical Considerations for Minimum N 
Size
• How might minimum N size impact efforts to advance equity, access, 

and opportunity for all students? 

• If we have a higher minimum N, what are we missing in schools that 
have subgroups that don’t meet it? 

• What is the underlying purpose of the accountability rating that 
Arkansas will ultimately use to meet federal requirements?
• Identifying schools for different levels of support (Comprehensive and 

Targeted)? 

• Communicating to the public about school quality? 

• Informing and incentivizing continuous improvement? 



Technical Considerations for Minimum N Size

• Inclusion/Exclusion of student subgroups in accountability 
calculations. 
• The larger the minimum N size the lower the percentage of schools included in 

the accountability calculations and vice versa. 

• What unintended consequences might result from a higher minimum 
N size? A lower minimum N size?  







Technical Considerations for 
Minimum N Size

• Statistical soundness

• Do factors such as schools size, grade range, district size, concentrations 
of subpopulations within schools within districts, etc. interact with the 
accountability indicators such as achievement, growth, graduation rate, 
English language acquisition, etc., in different ways at different minimum 
N size? 

• How are validity and reliability (stability) of the accountability rating 
impacted by different minimum N sizes?



Are some grade ranges impacted differently by lower 
or higher minimum N size?

Students with Disabilities African American Students



Are some grade ranges impacted differently by 
lower or higher minimum N size?

English Language Learners



What additional 
questions/considerations  do 

you have? 



Personalized Learning
Office of Innovation for Education

Marsha Hash



What is Personalized Learning? 

• Personalized learning is tailoring learning for each student’s 
strengths, needs, and interests — including enabling student 
voice and choice in what, how, when, and where they learn 
— to provide flexibility and supports to ensure mastery of 
the highest standards possible (INACOL, 2016).

• To meet each child where he/she is and help him/her achieve 
their potential (Wolf, 2010, p.6).

• Personalized learning is fundamental for student-centered, 
future ready learning (USDE, 2010).  



Student-focused learning systems are systems that support student 
learning along a continuum of increasing student-focus and personalization. 



Implications for Educator Competencies



The Next State of Learning

• /

http://www.nextstateoflearning.com/states/colorado/
http://www.nextstateoflearning.com/states/colorado
http://www.nextstateoflearning.com/states/colorado


What might it look like? 



Innovation Science

• The transformation to personalized learning comes about through a 
cycle of innovation that is a companion to continuous improvement. 

• Innovation science is the mechanism by which planned change 
occurs. (Center on Innovations in Learning, 2016). 



Community Listening Forums and Public 
Feedback

Alma-74 Participants Magnolia-55 Participants



Community Listening Forums and Public 
Feedback

Melbourne-82 Participants



Current Data

• Academic Standards and Assessment online survey

• Committee of Practitioners

• LEA Academy



Academic Standards and Assessment

Current as of 9/26/16



Academic Standards and Assessment

Current as of 9/26/16



Academic Standards and Assessment

Current as of 9/26/16



Academic Standards and Assessment
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Academic Standards and Assessment
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Academic Standards and Assessment

Current as of 9/26/16



Academic Standards and Assessment

Current as of 9/26/16



Next Steps
Let your voice be heard-share what 

you know
Attend Community Listening Forums 


