
Q&A from Arkansas K-2 Literacy Curriculum Approval Process Zoom Meeting 
November 6, 2019, 1:00 PM 

1) Will this process be used for other subjects in the future as well? At this time, 
this process is for ELA materials (e.g., resources, curriculum programs). 

2) What is the approximate timeline for Phase 2? Upon notification of Phase I 
eligibility, the timeline for Phase 2 will be provided. 

3) We have a Tier 1 and an aligned Tier 2 program. Should those be submitted on 
separate applications? Yes, separate programs must be submitted separately. 

4) What specific content needs to be included on the cover letter? Fill out the 
Program Provider Cover Page. It is part of the PPP.  

5) Will you review programs that are not submitted by a publisher?  Only programs 
submitted by publishers will be reviewed during this review.  

6) Can pictures be included in our responses? Yes, if they help clarify your 
application. Please make sure they are part of the single PDF.  

7) When will notification be sent for Phase 1 approval?  The goal is to notify 
program providers by November 22, 2019. 

8) Should separate programs be submitted separately from the same company? If 
they are separate programs, yes. Companies should submit separate PPPs with 
supplemental materials.  

9) Is oral Tier 2 vocabulary something you will be looking for? In this review 
process, any K-2 ELA program can be submitted for approval in respect to the 
five components of reading for Tiers 1 and  2.  

10) In what format would you like us to submit the standards alignment? Most 
programs have their programs aligned to CCSS, please make sure that you are 
aware of changes in our standards and note accordingly. You may choose the 
format, but it should be part of your PDF document.  

11) By postmarked no later than November 15th, does that mean it needs to be 
delivered on November 15th? Postmarked by November 15, 2019.  

12) How are programs being notified about this program approval process? Email 
notifications will be sent out to providers. 

13) Under Section 1: Information and Rationale, Eligibility Process Overview, please 
clarify what is meant by “separate applications are required for each program 
type”. For example, should the publisher complete a Program Provider Profile 
(PPP) for each individual program proposed or is a PPP completed by program 
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type (core, supplemental materials, resources, curriculum programs, Tier I, or 
Tier II)?  Separate applications are required for each program type.  

14) Is there a time stamp for the November 15, 2019 deadline? No, as long as it is 
dated November 15, 2019. 

15) How long will the list last, and how will we get new programs on the list in the 
future? The list will be dated. As long as your program is supported by the 
Science of Reading research and approved, it will be allowed. We will continue 
to update the list by having submission periods.  

16) How come we are only allotted 10 days to complete this? We recognize that this 
is a quick turnaround time. That is why we limited to K-2 only and Phase I does 
not include specific lessons or material submissions. The focus is on the 
evidence of research to support your program that you should have available to 
you.  

17) How would you like the content presented for aligning the standards and how 
the program addresses these standards?  Is there a specific format? Note 
standards that are taught within your program by page number or lesson 
number. We will not be accepting materials during Phase I. Confirmation of 
alignment will occur in Phase II. 

18) Does the Arkansas state standards correlation need to include Sci/SS standards 
that are addressed as well? No. 

19) Is there going to be a review of secondary materials? Will there be a review of 
3-6 for 2021-22 and secondary for 2022-23? We are planning to do the review 
for 3-6 core, secondary intervention programs and dyslexia within the next year.  

20) For Question 1C - What information/topics should we include here? The 
question is broad, we want to make sure we address this correctly. How 
specifically are you addressing the needs of Kindergarten, First Grade, and/or 
Second Grade readers.  

21) How will this first list of approved list of resources be categorized?  (Ex. 
Core/Supplemental? Will supplemental be divided by component of reading, 
product type, or by company with what is approved?) It will be divided by core 
and supplemental.  

22) If we are submitting a phonics program that includes decodable readers which 
can be purchased separately to use alongside any phonics program, do we 
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need to also submit these decodable readers in a separate application for an 
approved list of decodable readers? If the decodable readers are part of the 
program, it would not need to be a separate application.  If the decodable 
readers are a separate program, you will need to submit a separate application.  

23) Are samples required with the November 15, 2019 submission? If yes, how 
many? No, Phase II will have criteria for lesson submissions.  

24) If product is available in English and Spanish, do they need to be submitted as 
two separate programs? No, English only. 

25) Confirm that a hardcopy and electronic copy are BOTH required or is it one or 
the other? Both are required. 

26) Is a web address permitted in the application as long as it's not hyperlinked? 
Links will not be utilized in the application process. Please put all documentation 
that needs to be reviewed in one PDF.  

27) For question II.A), is there a limitation on the length for the attachments here? 
No. 

28) Do you want correlation documents and supporting documents such as 
correlations and research citations included in the same PDF document? Yes, 
all in the same PDF document. 

29) Are appendices allowed within the PDF?  Yes, please label as directed.  

30) Do you need to submit this both digital and print? Yes, both. Postmarked by 
November 15th, 2019.  

31) Since this is a call for all K-2 supplemental products, how do you recommend 
submitting products that are not a full program but are resources to support 
elements of R.I.S.E. and explicit instruction?  Ex. Decodable Readers. It is the 
same process. Identify the components of the program under Section I: Intent. 

32) What does PPP mean?  Program Provider Profile 

33) Is there a deadline to submit questions?  No, please email Brooke Butler at 
arreadingper@gmail.com with questions. 

34) Are digital submissions acceptable?  Yes, please submit one PDF. Also, please 
mail in hard copy, postmarked by November 15, 2019.  
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35) Other examples to note: Big Books for Shared Reading, Interactive Read Aloud 
Trade Book Collections by Linda Hoyt. These are supplemental resources that 
do not customarily have a full RFP but would need to be submitted if a district 
wants to purchase OR continue to be confident in using them.  Is this correct? 
Yes. 

36) Can you be more specific in what you are looking for with spiraled review? Show 
how your program builds in review within the scope and sequence. 

37) How were programs notified that this process was taking place?  Some have 
only heard through word of mouth, and I wonder if there is an email list to be 
added to in case other updated approval processes are mandated?  A 
commissioner’s memo was released, information was posted on the DESE 
website (risearkansas.org and curriculum support page), information was sent to 
the Book Depository, and information was sent to all publishers who have 
inquired. All publishers should have a contact through the book depository.  

38) When will we be notified which products will move to Phase 2?  What is your 
timeline for release of the final list? Upon notification of Phase I eligibility, the 
timeline for Phase 2 will be provided. 

39) What is the timeline for 3-6 submissions?  Most districts are already on hold for 
these grades as well until this list is released.  The 3-6 timeline for approval 
curriculum programs will be within this school year.  

40) What is needed by way of Signature & Date, III. Agreement of Completion.  Is 
this simply the signature on the cover letter or is something additional needed 
here? Sign the Agreement of Completion with a digital signature, or print page 
and sign. Then scan the page and reinsert it into the one PDF submission (PPP 
plus supplemental documents).  

41) What is the timeline for Phase I?  Program Providers will hopefully be notified 
by November 22, 2019.  

42) Where can I find the document and submission information to participate 
please?  Application 

43) Who is reviewing Phase 1?  ADE  and consultants as needed.  

44) If a program does not get approved for phase 1, will they be notified why and will 
they have a chance to resubmit the application? They will receive a copy of the 
review and a chance to respond.  
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45) How many hard copies need to be mailed? 1 hard copy should be mailed.  

46) Is the Cover Page the same as the PPP? Yes, the cover page is part of the 
PPP.  

47) Is this information and invitation on your state website or where do I find the 
information to participate please?  Yes, it is on the risearkansas.org site. 

48) Are you only looking for core curriculum or will you also be looking at 
supplemental pieces? We are looking for both core and supplemental  for K-2 at 
this submission. 

49) Is a digital template available into which we should enter our Intent, etc. 
responses? Application 

50) Can you specify exactly which standards you would like us to align our program. 
Is it just the Foundations Skills? K-2 Arkansas ELA standards.  
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