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Common/Traditional View Trauma-Informed View

Students choose behavior and need
consequences

Characterizes student behavior negatively (i.e.
manipulative)

Uses labels to describe students (“EBD”)
Authoritarian

Minimizes coping strategies

Academics focused

Student should already know the expectations
Creates systems that make students work for
support

Staff-centered environment

Uses jargon with parents and non-educators

Students want to do well but lack the skills or
have learned bad behavior patterns

Characterizes student behavior constructively
(i.e. needs calming strategies)

Reframes behavior to identify strengths
Collaborative

Behavior is communication and serves a
function

Whole-student focused

Teaches and re-teaches expectations using
differentiation

All students receive support regardless of their
needs

Student-centered environment

Uses language so that all can understand




