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Dollarway SBE Questions

The Arkansas State Board of Education had several requests for information during the
November 13, 2020, meeting regarding Dollarway School District. In an attempt to answer and
provide the requested information the following document has been created. Green headings
indicate information requested during the SBE meeting. Each section then provides either a
direct answer or additional document or articles in embedded blue links.

What are the early childhood options available within the district?

The following numbers represent the slots or early childhood programs currently available in the
two districts. Currently the programs or number of slots will not be impacted by the SBE
decision.

Home Visiting (HV) and Parents as Teachers (PAT)
e AR River - PAT 60 slots [HV] — 55 enrolled
e AR River — 915 slots (serves AR River Coop areas as well as other regions in the state)
— currently enrolling, recruiting, etc.

Center-based (CB) School and Co-op Programs
e Dollarway — total 80 slots [CB] — 22 enrolled; processing 6 apps (4 classrooms at
elementary school)
Pine Bluff — total 115 slots [CB] — 65 enrolled; processing 5 apps
e Arkansas River (serving mainly Watson Chapel) — total 68 slots [CB] — 22 enrolled;
processing 15 apps

Center-based (CB) Private Programs
e Academy of Learning in Pine Bluff — total 60 slots (CB) — 40 enrolled, 0 on waiting list &

recruiting

e Kosmic Kidz Learning Center in Pine Bluff — total 20 slots (CB)— 20 enrolled, 0 on
waiting list

e Univ. of AR at Pine Bluff (UAPB) — total 40 slots (CB) — 21 enrolled, 0 on waiting list &
recruiting

What are the enrollment numbers for the districts in Jefferson County?

5 Year
5- Year Net Average
District 2016-17 | 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 | 2020-21 Change Enrollment
Pine Bluff 3912 3648 3189 2921 2799 -1113 (-28%) 3293.8
Dollarway 1202 982 961 941 907 -295 (-25%) 998.6
White Hall 2808 2926 2971 2970 2906 98 (+5%) 2916.2
Watson Chapel| 2591 2582 2472 2233 2148 -443 (-17%) - 2405.2




What is the timeline for Pine Bluff School district under state authority?

Classified as in need of Level 5 support and under State authority on November 8, 2018. Thus,
the State Board must act by November 8. 2023. Classified in fiscal distress and under State
authority on September 13, 2018. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1908(d) reads “[e]xcept under §
6-20-1910(e), a school district shall not be allowed to remain in fiscal distress status for more
than five (5) consecutive school years from the date that the school district is classified as being
in fiscal distress status.” Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-1910(e), however, provides “[ilf, by the end of
the fifth school year following the school district's classification of fiscal distress status, the
school district has not corrected all issues that caused the classification of fiscal distress, the
state board, after a public hearing, shall consolidate, annex, or reconstitute the school district
under this section.” PBSD was classified as being in fiscal distress and the State assumed
authority on September 13, 2018. Consequently, if you use the Ianguage of 6-20- 1910(e) the
State Board must take action for fiscal classification by June 30, 2024 b !/

Would any waivers be necessary if the district were to share a superintendent,
under local control or reconstitution?

Standards for Accreditation, Section 4-B.1 (SD must have a full time superintendent), and Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-13-109.

Does either district have a School Based Health Center?

Dollarway High School was awarded a SBHC grant back in 2010 with the first round of funding.
The district didn'’t finish the 5-year funding cycle because the provider left. However, the district
continued to keep the clinic open by partnering with a private family doctor who volunteered to
serve in the center. The current center is not considered part of the SBHC program and does
not report to ADE. However the district does still engage in the School based health alliance and
CSH events.

Pine Bluff does not have a center. There is nothing that would prohibit the local district from
considering an application in the future.

What are the Advanced and Career and Technical course differences between the
two districts?

Dollarway High School and PineBluff High school have similar core class offerings. DHS
provides more honors math classes than PBHS; however, PBHS offers two additional
ELA classes; journalism and personal composition. Both high school vary in the AP
science classes they offer. DHS offers AP environmental science and computer science
level 3-4, while PBHS offers AP biology and AP chemistry.






