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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RMVAN DEAN:  Good norni ng, everyone. Wl cone
to our July 23, 2020 special board neeting. Thank
you all for joining us. 1'd like to welconme all of
our representatives fromthe school districts and the
parents and the students. Thank you for joining us.

| f you would, join ne for a nonment of silence as
we -- I'djust like to do this so that we can have a
noment to clear our mnds, focus our heart and
t houghts on, like | said, why we do what we do, why
we're here, and hope that we have w sdom and gui dance
and clarity of thought, clarity of speech for the
tasks that are before us for the day. So if you
woul d, bow your heads -- or, excuse ne, just join ne
for a monent of silence. Thank you.

(A FEW MOMENTS OF SI LENCE)

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  kay. Thank you.

Al right. So, Ms. Mary Claire Hyatt will cone
and give us a bit of history on the 3% cap. She's
al so going to let us know what the procedures are for
these particular itenms. And, here you go.

MS. HYATT: Thank you, Ms. Dean.

So before we get started, | know we have siXx
hearings today. 1'Il try and be brief because |I'm

sure everyone is anxiously awaiting their hearing. |
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was asked | ast neeting to get a little bit of
background history on the 3% cap and also a little
bit of information about how the Board has voted on
t he school choice hearings in the past. So | wll
just go over that kind of briefly.

The 3% cap was included in the school choice | aw
in 2013, when it was passed. And | believe it was
kind of a provision that was in there to protect
districts fromlosing too many students each year as
that inpacts their funding and can inpact their
staffing and their programmatic offerings. It has
been in there since 2013. The only kind of change to
this provision has been regardi ng how you treat
sibling groups, how they count towards the 3% cap.

At sonme point they counted as one student for

pur poses of the 3% cap; then the | aw was changed now
where each student counts individually towards the 3%
cap. But if the last student you grant is a sibling
you have to | et that whole sibling group go.

So that's a little bit of history just on why
the 3% cap is in the | aw

The other piece -- so | reviewed all of the
school choice appeal s since 2013. There are 63 from
2013 until last year; | didn't count the ones from

this year. Mst of these, 40 of them have to do
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wi th desegregation agreenents. So in 2013 and 2014,
when the law was first passed, alnost all of the
hearings that cane those years had to do with
desegregati on agreenents because they were kind of
still -- there are sone exenption pieces that were
clarified in 2015. Once they were clarified, you
st opped seeing so nmany desegregation appeals. But in
2013 and 2014, there were a lot. So, of the 63 only
7 have been about the 3% cap. The first was in 2013
and it was denied, and then -- there were three in
2013 that were denied, and then no 3% cap appeal s
again until 2017. And since 2017 all of them have
been granted, which is 4. So 4 have been granted
that are the 3% cap and that inpacted Mdl and, Quy-
Perkins, and Malvern. Two students were from
Mal vern, one student from Guy-Perkins, one student
fromMdland. And Guy-Perkins was the district that
was in front of you last -- not last nonth -- a
coupl e of weeks ago, with 7 3% cap appeal s, and
Mdland is the district today that all of these
students are from

O the 63, 14 were based on capacity, 9 of which
were granted and 5 of which were denied. | wll say
| didn't go and review the transcripts; | just

reviewed the orders. But fromthe information | got
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fromthe orders it seens that if the district that
deni ed based on capacity did not attend the hearing
or represented that they were at 100% capacity it's
nore likely that the Board granted those. And those
that said "we're at 90% capacity,” it was nore |ikely
that the Board granted those appeals. So |'m not
saying that's a hard-and-fast rule, but it's
sonmething that | did observe while |I was review ng

t he orders.

And then two of themhad to do with an
application issue, sonething being marked incorrectly
on the application or sonmething getting lost in
translation -- one of which was granted and one of
whi ch was deni ed.

So that's just a little bit of background
information. | hope that that is what you want ed.

O course, if you need additional information or
woul d i ke me to put something together, please |et
me know and |I'd be happy to do that.

MS. CHAMBERS: Ms. Hyatt --

M5. HYATT: Yes.

MS. CHAMBERS: -- this is Susan Chanbers. Could
| ask a question? Just could you clarify or say
again how we voted relative to the 90% 100%

M5. HYATT: Sure. And | want to just be clear,
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| don't think it's a hard-and-fast rule that you guys
have followed; it's just an observation that | nade
when reviewing them But a lot of the capacity
appeal s that you granted and all owed the student to
transfer, it seenmed that they were at 90% capacity,

or around that, or the district didn't show up to the
hearing. The ones that you' ve granted -- | nean,
sorry, denied -- I"mgetting ny words m xed up -- the
ones that you denied and did not allow the student to
transfer, for the nost part the district represented

that they were at 100% capacity. And nost of those

were Wiite Hall -- alnost all of themwere Wite
Hal | .

So I've got alist of all the districts -- |I'm
happy to send it to you -- and the years, if you're

interested in that information. But | won't go into
detail now, if that's all right.

CHAI RMAN DEAN.  Thank you so nmuch, Ms. Hyatt.

M5. CHAMBERS: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN DEAN: That's great information. W
appreciate it.

MS. WOODS: Ms. Hyatt, quick question -- this is
Adrienne. \When you tal ked about the four that had
been granted since 2017, does that -- | just want to

confirm did that include the ones a few weeks ago or
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is that in addition to the ones froma few weeks ago?

MS. HYATT: It's in addition to. So | did not
include in this informati on any of the appeals from
this year; | just |ooked at 2013 through 2019.

MS. WOODS: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Any nore questions fromthe
Boar d?

Ckay.

MS. HYATT: So if it's all right with you, M.
Dean, I'Il just quickly go back over the hearing
procedures so that all of the parents and the
districts are aware.

CHAI RVMAN DEAN:  Yes. Thank you.

M5. HYATT: So pl ease, before anyone starts

giving testinmony, swear anyone in who's not an

attorney. | don't -- | tried to check with everyone
to make sure; | don't believe anyone is having their
attorney here today -- but, districts or parents,

pl ease say sonething if you do.

Sure --

SECRETARY KEY: |'msorry, Mary Claire.

There is one thing that | want to nake sure, if
you coul d address -- because it's been nentioned
about desire for the Board to follow the |aw, whether

it's the 3% or the 90% capacity or any of those
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el ements. Could you just address that, the part --
because the appeals process is part of the | aw as
wel | .

M5. HYATT: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: So from a |egal standpoint,
woul d you address that?

M5. HYATT: Thank you, Secretary Key.

So the law has two -- well, three, if you count
t he desegregation exenptions, kind of limtations to
school choi ce.

One is if you are granted an exenption from
partici pati on because you have an active
desegregation order that prohibits it. And so we
have | think it's just the four now in southern
Arkansas, and then we've got the Garland County that
operate under a different school choice |aw.

The other two kinds of protections are, one, for
t he nonresident districts, which is capacity -- we
don't have roomfor the student, and if you send the
student or make us take the student we'll have to
have a different classroomor hire a different
teacher. And in public school choice the capacity is
90% -- we're at 90% capacity. For opportunity school
choi ce, which we don't have any before you, it's 95.

Then the protection for the resident districts
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is this 3% cap. So we put out a list every Cctober
t hat shows what the district's 3% cap is based on
their enrollnent fromthe previous year and that's a
l[imtation on the nunber of students that they can
release. So it protects themfromlosing too many
students per year

Then, once soneone is denied they do have an
appeal right; so anyone who is deni ed based on
capacity or the 3%cap, or in Garland County, if they
-- | won't try and veer into all that, but, as you
saw | ast nonth, there are sone special circunstances
in Garland County -- they have the opportunity to
appeal. So even if it's a 3% cap they still have the
opportunity to appeal, as they do capacity. Then,
the parents can present infornmati on about why the
student should be allowed to transfer. And the Board
| ooks at what is in the best interest of the child
for the child s educational, social, enotional health
-- and that is specifically permssible in the | aw

So the Board does have the ability to grant an
appeal , even if it puts a district over the 3% cap or
makes a nonresident district nore at capacity.

DR MOORE: My | ask a question? This is
Sar ah.

Mary Claire, so last nonth and this nonth we
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have instances where the person seeking a transfer
never attended the hone district in the first place.
| know we can't control that, but we -- if they've
not attended the resident district, they' re not
counted in enrollnment for that resident district. 1Is

that correct?

M5. HYATT: That's correct. They're not counted
in the enrollment for the previous year on which the
3%is based. But they do count towards the 3% cap.

DR MOORE: Ckay. Even though they're not in
t he denom nator there. Al right. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Any nore questions?

Okay. You can proceed.

MR SUTTON. Uh --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  On.

MR SUTTON. Can you hear ne?

CHAl RVAN DEAN:  Yes, M. Sutton.

MR. SUTTON:. Ms. Hyatt, so it appears the rule
was retroactive, because nost of the hearings that we
had | ast -- a couple of weeks ago involved children
that had been enrolled for three, four, five plus
years. |Is that correct?

MS. HYATT:. Well --

MR, SUTTON: I n nonresident districts.

M5. HYATT: -- I'mnot exactly sure what you're
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asking. But | do think it is correct that nost of
the kids that were here last tinme had attended the
nonresi dent district at sonme point.

MR, SUTTON: So the rule is retroactive -- was
retroactive?

MS. HYATT: |'mnot sure what -- |'mnot sure
what that means.

M5. WOODS: M. Sutton, | -- maybe -- | think
understand. So like in the case of Trotter, that
one, they had attended the nonresident district for
-- | think it was alnmost 10 years. And it wasn't
until they noved down the street fromthe first
famly that suddenly they becanme a resident, or that
t hey attended Quy-Perkins, but they never actually
had attended. So | think that was ny understandi ng
of why we had went ahead and granted at the 3% |Is
t hat what you're asking?

MR SUTTON. Yes. But not just that case; |
think there were sone other cases too.

M5. WOODS: Right. Right, right.

MR SUTTON. | don't even know that they noved.
It's like they had attended the nonresident and no
one said anything for three or four or five years,
and then the rule cones up and it's then applied

retroactively, apparently. And maybe |I'm not making
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nysel f clear -- but anyway, that's ny question.

M5. HYATT: So | don't believe that any of the
ones | ast year involved sonmeone who had been
attendi ng a nonresident district and then found out
they weren't supposed to be there. | think they al
had to do with students who noved or had been
attending a school, |ike a hone-school or a private
school or sonmething |ike that, and not their resident
district. |[|f someone has been attending a
nonresi dent district by accident they would, |
assune, continue to attend that district, unless
sonmebody filed a residency di spute or the nonresident
district found out that they were attending there
i nappropriately and asked themto attend their
resident district. But | don't think that was the
case in any of the appeals last nonth -- or week.

MR, SUTTON: kay. Then |I stand corrected,
because | did think there were a couple of cases that
were exactly like that. But, again, that was ny
first neeting; maybe | got confused. Thank you, Mary
Claire.

MS. HYATT: So if there are no other questions,
"Il just go over the hearing procedure really
qui ckly.

Agai n, swear before having anyone testify. Then
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each party will start with the nonresident district,
then go to the resident district, and then the parent
--and I'Il be sure to tell you who is who on each
hearing. We'll have 5 minutes for just an opening
statenent, where you can kind of say whatever you
plan on presenting. After that every party is given
20 mnutes, followng the same rotation. There's
absolutely no requirenment that you use all of your
time, if you've said everything that you need to say.
And the Board may ask questions at the end of the
hearing -- or if you've got questions during their
time, | think that's fine also. After the concl usion
of the testinony you can continue discussing, asking
guestions, and then make a deci sion.

And | do think simlarly to last -- | keep
saying last nonth -- I"'msorry -- two weeks ago, we
do have one famly where there are two children
It's fine if you want to di scuss those children in
the sane hearing, but it would be ny preference that

you nmake two separate notions.

SCHOOL CHA CE APPEAL: JENNI FER WARREN
SCHOOL CHO CE APPEAL: W LLI AM WARREN

M5. HYATT: So if there are no questions, we can
proceed to the first hearing which is a school choice

appeal for Jennifer Warren. Any Warren is the
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parent, and | do see her here on the Zoom Mdl and
School District is the resident district, who | al so
see, and Pangburn School District is the nonresident
district. This was denied based on the 3% cap. And
just in case we get into it, the other student, who
is related to Jennifer Warren, is WIIliam Wrren.
And those are the nunber one and two on the agenda.

So if you'll swear everyone in, and then we can
start w th Pangburn.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. If all parties will raise
your right hand -- do you swear or affirmthat the
testinmony you're about to give shall be the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you. And if you woul d
mute your Zoomuntil it's time for you to speak,
because | think we're getting feedback here; so if
you would nute until it's tinme for you to speak.

We're going to begin wth the nonresident school
district, which I think that's Pangburn.

SUPT. ROLLAND: Yes. M nane is David Rolland
and |'mthe superintendent with the Pangburn School
District.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Wl cone, M. Rol | and.

SUPT. ROLLAND: Thank you.
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We received word fromthe Mdland D strict that
this Freedom was deni ed based on the 3% cap. The
Warrens have never attended our district. | believe

t hey' ve been with the Concord District, which is
anot her school district. And we have checked and we
do have capacity for -- to accept these students.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:.  Ckay. Thank you.

And the resident school district, Mdland -- who
do we have for Mdl and?

SUPT. BRYANT: Yes. Good norning.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Good norning, M. Bryant.

Vel cone.

SUPT. BRYANT: N ce to have the opportunity to
address the Board this norning. | amDr. Bruce
Bryant, superintendent at Mdland. |I'mnewto this
position, so just letting everybody know that, that
sonme of these decisions were nade prior to ny com ng
inon July 1. But | have researched this information
and it remains the position of the Mdland School
District, as the resident district, that the State
Board of Education should reject this appeal based on
its adoptive rules in relation to this matter,
because it's in the spirit of the lawto protect the
district fromlosing too nmany students.

And |'ll share nore infornation in our
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presentation. Thank you, Madam Chair.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you.
And, Ms. Warren, you have 5 minutes. Wl cone.
MS. WARREN: Thank you for hearing ne. |'mhere

on behalf of ny two children. They do attend Concord
at this tinme; they have been there for seven years,
and they asked to nove to Pangburn. W tried to do a
| egal transfer last -- in the mddle of the year |ast
year, and we were denied that. And we did our
Freedom of Choi ce, and, of course, was deni ed.

Basi cally, we | ove Concord school. There's not
an issue with the education. W have sonme bullying
situations that's been going on for about three years
now and it's just -- we've had enough; we can't do it
anynore and we need to nove districts. Mdland is
not a choice for us because they have a D-rating
school. And while we were there during the board
neeting they tal ked about they've been trying to
close that up and different things that they want to
do on the school, but they never tal ked about
education or how they wanted to raise it. And so |
need ny kids to go to sonething that's not a D-rating
school . And Pangburn, we have researched t hem
they've got a flex schedule that we really |ove, and

we really feel like that's the school for our kids at

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- July 23, 2020

18

this tinme.

CHAI RMAN DEAN. Ckay. Thank you, Ms. Warren.

Back to M. Rolland, you have 20 m nutes.

SUPT. ROLLAND: Ckay. We want to support this
famly if we -- if they were able to attend our
district. W do have a school of innovation which
does have a flex schedul e, which gives the students a
| ot of options for their education. You know, these
students never attended the Mdland District, so |
don't see where this is affecting their enrollnment.
And we will support whatever the Board's -- the Board
will decide; we wll definitely back that up. But we
woul d appreciate the opportunity to work with this
famly. Thank you

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. Roll and.

Dr. Bryant, you have 20 m nutes.

SUPT. BRYANT: Thank you agai n.

It remains the position of the Mdland Schoo
District that the State Board should reject this
appeal based on its own rul es about the 3% maxi num on
transfers. The purpose of that rule was to protect
districts fromlosing too many students. And while
it is the right of parents to appeal -- that is a
part of the rules and we realize that -- it is the

District's position that the Board should protect the
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financial interest of this and follow the spirit of
t hose protections.

The M dl and School District Board of Education
has approved 22 public school choice transfers this
year. Additionally, the board accepted transfers
from6 students fromother districts and that nakes
us have a net transfer of 16 students. And,
according to the list that was provided to the State
Board today, the net maxi mum nunber of transfers for
our district is 15, and so we're already one student
over the required nunber and that nakes us exceed
this all owabl e 3% maxi num

Qur student is not in -- our district is not in
academc distress, it's not in facilities distress,
the appellant is not in foster care. And so | only
poi nt that out because those are things in the |aw
that could cause us to have to go above this 3% cap
and so there are no issues here that exist that cause
us to need to go above the 3% cap.

And so we contend, once again, that this appea
shoul d be denied to protect our financial interest in
not | osing too many students.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you.

Ms. Warren, you have 20 m nutes.
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M5. WARREN: kay. So | want to address -- he
said that the school is not in educational distress,
but | consider a D-rating school in distress. But
maybe I"'mwong with that; | don't know what the | aw
is on that. But that is not, you know, okay for ny
children. M kids are not even attending Mdl and at
this time. They asked -- seven years ago, they got a
Freedom of Choice to nove to Concord and that was
granted. So it would cause no distress, no financial
i ssues what soever for Mdland to grant nmy children to
nove districts. W're asking to nove. Like | said
before, we attend there. M daughter, ny ol dest one,
she graduated there, got schol arships. W have no
problemw th Concord education-w se. M/ ol dest
daughter absolutely loved it. M issue with it is ny
m ddl e daughter, Jennifer Warren, the one we're
di scussing; she's been there for, like | said, seven
years, and the last three years have been awful, to
the point that she called ne |ast year, in the
bat hroom crying -- | couldn't even understand her --
because she was being bullied so bad. MW child was a
very vibrant, happy child, and she would cone hone
(i naudi bl e) over her head, ear buds in, and just, you
know, just wasn't our normal child. And so |'m al

about standing up for yourself and that kind of
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thing, but the point that her nmental health has to --
you know, | have to | ook at that and decide, you
know, this is no |longer best for our child. On the
ot her hand of that, education-wi se she struggles in
math. And, unfortunately, Concord was not able to
provi de her -- they have a tutor, but she was not
avai |l abl e during the math time that ny daughter had,
and she made C s and sonetines a B in there.

Pangburn we | ooked at and they have a flex schedul e,
and their flex schedule is where they work Monday --
or Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and then they have
fl ex days on Tuesday and Thursday, which neans that
she can go to the math teacher and get tutored and
get help in the -- in that subject or anything el se
that she needs to. M son is a straight-A student,
so he doesn't necessarily need tutoring. But it has
comunity college -- you know, he can take, you know,
online college classes; so it would benefit himas
wel | .

Addressing the bullying, yes, | understand that
|'msure that there's bullying at Pangburn. That's
not the issue. W have famly -- she has friends
there already; she has a big support group already
fromhaving famly there and cousins and stuff, and

t hey spent the whole summer together basically. And
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so | don't believe that we're going to have any
I ssues with that.

And | did let nmy children know that if we do
nove to Pangburn, if we were granted, that there wll
not be another nove, so they will graduate fromthis
school; no matter what the case is, we're not noving
agai n.

So ny daughter has a letter that she was going
toread to y'all, so --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Good norni ng, Jennifer

JENNI FER WARREN:  Good nor ni ng.

Besi des the ammzi ng academ ¢ opportunities that
Pangburn provides, | have many friends there who
support ne enotionally with -- which | did not have
at Concord. Wile Concord does have a good
educational system bullying is a very bad probl em
there and their tutoring is not the best. | have
been bullied by a group of girls in nmy grade that |
used to call ny best friends. They started doing bad
t hi ngs, such as drugs, and they were not happy that I
woul dn't do these things with them so they started
bul lying ne. This has been happening for around
three years now And this year | figured it would be
better because two of the three girls had noved

school s; however, soon after school had started they
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noved back and the bullying then got worse. It was a

very hard year and things got really rough. But I

f eel

|'i ke Pangburn woul d be a better choice because

they can help ne enotionally and acadenically.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you, Jennifer.

JENNI FER WARREN:  You' re wel cone.

MS. WARREN: W/ liamwants to talKk.

W LLI AM WARREN: At Pangburn, they have a system

there where they can bus us to ASU, so | woul d be

able to graduate with an associate's degree, which

woul d get ny two basic years of college out of the

V\B'yl

which would let me get nore, | guess, majors as

| was younger. So --

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you, WIIliam

M5. WARREN: And that's it.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, Ms. Warren.

M5. WARREN. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  We appreciate it.

kay. We've heard fromthe Warren fam |y, both

Jennifer and Wlliam and their nom Ms. Warren.

Do we have any questions fromthe Board, or

di scussi on?

DR MOORE: | do have a question.
CHAI RVAN DEAN.  Ckay.
DR MOORE: | think this mght be for Mary
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Thank y'all so nmuch for presenting and tal king
to us today.

This seens |ike a unique situation in which a
student has previously sought a school choice
transfer and is now seeking another. Have we faced
this before?

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  She's on her way to the podium

MS. HYATT: I'mnot -- | don't believe you have.
And it is a unique situation. But once a -- so the
student is attending Concord through school choice.
Once a student is un-enrolled for purposes of
enrolling in another district, home-school, private
school, charter school, then that choice is voided.
So inthis case if this was granted the choice to
Concord woul d be voi ded and the choice to Pangburn
woul d be granted. |If this is denied and the Warren
famly still chooses to withdraw the students from
Concord, the choice would al so be voi ded; they would
no |l onger be entitled to go to Concord. And if they
wish to attend there in the future they would have to
reapply through school choice and then they coul d
attend Mdl and or charter school, hone-school,
private school .

Does that answer your question, Dr. Mbore?

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- July 23, 2020

25

DR MOORE: It does. So this -- just in this
instance, the -- Concord plays no role in the 3% cap

MS. HYATT: That's right.

DR MOORE: -- even though that student was in
that district previously?

M5. HYATT: That student probably was counted in
Concord's enrollnent |ast year. So --

DR MOORE: Right.

MS. HYATT: -- Concord's 3% cap probably was
i npacted by those students being enrolled there. But
internms of this school choice matter before you,
Concord doesn't play a role.

DR. MOORE: Ckay. Thank you.

MS5. MFETRIDGE: | have a question, M. Dean.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Go ahead, Ms. MFetridge.

MS. MFETRIDGE: Wth Mdland School District,
would WIlliambe able to work towards his associate
degree attending the Mdland School District? Can
you answer that?

SUPT. BRYANT: Thank you for your question. And
the answer to that is yes. W do have partnership
agreenents and we al so bus students into Batesville
in a partnership and Menorandum of Understanding with

UACC- Batesville. So the answer to that would be yes.
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M5. MCFETRIDGE: All right. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you.

Any further questions?

Any nore di scussion?

Vell, we --

MS. CHAMBERS: Ms. Hyatt --

|'"'msorry, Ms. Dean. Could | ask Ms. Hyatt one
nore question?

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Sur e.

MS. CHAMBERS: [I'mstill westling with the 3%
So when these students were enrolled in Concord, they
becane part of the count for Mdland by virtue of
resi dence? Because | wasn't even sure how M dl and
knew to count them as students and towards the 3%

MS. HYATT: Ckay. So the 3%cap is calcul ated
by the Division, based on that district's enrollnent,
average daily menbership of the previous year. So we
calculate it and then we put out a Conm ssioner's
Menmo that says, "Mdland, you may | ose 15 students;
@Quy- Perkins, you may | ose 10 students,” and then they
follow the information that we provide to them So
when a student is enrolled in a district, whether
it's their resident district or nonresident district,
they are counted in the enrollnment counts of the

district where they are enrolled. So if | ama
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student in the Cabot School District, but really I'm
supposed to go to Vilonia, | amcounting as a Cabot
student for purposes of counting your average daily
menber shi p, even though that's not ny resident

di strict.

Does that make sense?

MS. CHAMBERS: Yes. So these two students were
counted in Mdland' s nunbers?

MS. HYATT: No, they were counted in Concord's
nunmbers. They were counted in Mdland' s nunbers for
pur poses of releasing students under the 3% cap.

So when you're cal culating the 3% cap you | ook
at the nunber of students enrolled in a district, and
t hen we say, "Mdl and, based on your enrollnment of X
amount of students 3% of those is 15." Then, every
school choice application involving a resident
student, whether they're enrolled in the district or
whet her they're home-school, private school, charter
school, or attending a whole different district
t hr ough school choice, all of the applications are
processed and applied towards that 3% cap. So every
student that is a resident -- or is a resident
whet her they're enrolled or not counts towards the 3%
[imtation for the district. So students Iike the

Warren children, they were not counted in the average
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daily nenbership for Mdland, so that 3% cap that we
cal cul ated for them does not include those students.
But when they are processing applications and
approving themthey --

MS. CHAMBERS: Right.

M5. HYATT: -- go based on the 3% cap we gave
t hem and every application counts.

M5. CHAMBERS: Thank you. It's conplicated.

M5. WOODS: So just to clarify, to build on
t hat, because Concord School District is not at play
here, does that 3% then apply towards M dl and and
that's who we should be basing this off of? Does
t hat make sense?

M5. HYATT: Yeah. | think maybe | have confused
you guys, because the 3% cap -- there's like two
conponents to it. The first is when we calculate the
3% cap and we tell a district how many students they
need to |l et go under school choice. In that way,

t hese students or any other students who are not
actually enrolled in the district are not counted in
that 3% -- counted in the total nunmber of students on
whi ch we base the 3% Then, when it cones to using
the 3% as a limtation on how many students can | eave
the district, every application counts towards the

3% whether they are enrolled or not enroll ed.
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Does that clarify?

MS. WOODS: Yes, it does.

MS. HYATT: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  kay. Do we have any nore
questi ons?

kay. So we have the case -- we're going to
t ake them separately, but we have Jennifer and
WIlliamWarren. Just to kind of recap the issues
that are going on with these particular cases, you
have the bullying issue; the fact that they have
never attended M dland and they were actually a part
of another district; and the fact that Mdland is at
16, which is 1 over their 3% cap for releasing
students. Just a rem nder that, as Ms. Hyatt said
earlier, I"'mglad that M. Key pointed that out --
t he appeal process is part of the |egal process for
parents to advocate for their children. So, and
we' ve been -- we've legally been given that
opportunity to make discretion -- to use our
di scretion toward those decisions. So we take
everything into account -- the physical, enotional,
psychol ogi cal , and educational health aspects of that
child or those children.

So in this case we've got two students in the

same famly. W wll take these cases separately.
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So with that information in mnd, | amlooking for a
noti on.

M5. CHAMBERS: Ms. Dean?

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes.

MS. CHAMBERS: | have a question, and then |'d
like to make a notion --

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

M5. CHAMBERS: -- depending on the answer.

So to Ms. Hyatt's |ast explanation, the Mdl and
School District does not |ose existing incone if
t hese students are allowed to go to Pangburn; they
| ose potential incone if they were to be added to the
district. |Is that true?

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes, ma'am that is correct.

MOTI ON VOTE RE: A-1 (JENNI FER WARREN)

MS. CHAMBERS: Okay. Then I'd like to make a
notion to grant the appeal for -- and we're taking
one student at a tine?

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes, ma'am This is for
Jennifer.

MS. CHAMBERS: (Okay. For Jennifer.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. W have a notion to grant
t he appeal for Jennifer Warren.

Do | have a second?

Sorry -- that was by Ms. Susan Chanbers.
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Do | have a second?
MS. MFETRIDGE: 1'll second that.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:.  Seconded by Ms. McFetri dge.
Do we want to do a roll-call?
SECRETARY KEY: (i naudi bl e)
CHAl RMAN DEAN: Ckay. Let's just -- all in
favor say "aye."
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Any opposed?
Moti on passes for Jennifer Warren.
MOTI ON VOTE RE: A-2 (W LLI AM WARREN)
CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Ckay. And then, WIIliam Warren
-- we need a notion for WIIliam Wrren.
M5. CHAMBERS: | nove to grant the appeal for
WIlliamWarren
CHAl RVAN DEAN. Move to -- a notion to grant the
appeal for WIliamWarren, by M. Susan Chanbers.
Second?
MS. McFETRIDGE:  Second.
CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Seconded by Ms. McFetridge.
Al in favor say "aye."
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Any opposed?
Seei ng none, notion passes.

Congratul ati ons, Warren famly.
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M5. WARREN: Thank y'all all so very nuch.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone. Thank you.
And thank you, M. Rolland and Dr. Bryant, for
joining us today. Okay, but you'll be staying with

us for the next few

SCHOOL CHO CE APPEAL: GRAYCEN BRI DGES

CHAI RMAN DEAN: Okay. Ms. Hyatt.

M5. HYATT: So the third agenda itemis the
appeal for Graycen Bridges. Any Bridges is the
parent, and | saw her earlier. | believe she's on
t he Zoom

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

M5. HYATT: |'mnot seeing her now.

Oh, yes, | am | see you, Any.

And M dl and School District is the resident
district. Mdland is the resident district for every
one today, except for the very |ast one.

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

MS. HYATT: And the nonresident district is the
White County School District, who |I'mal so seeing on
the Zoom And, again, this was deni ed based on the
3% cap.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. Al right. M. Bridges,
if you wll raise your right hand so | can swear you

in. Do you swear or affirmthat the testinony you're
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about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth?

M5. BRI DGES: Yes, ma'am

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  And, I'msorry, who do we have
fromWite County School District?

SUPT. STANLEY: M nane is Dean Stanley; |'m
superintendent of Wite County Central School
District.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: M. Stanley, thank you. [|'m
sorry, | couldn't see if you were sworn in. Let ne
just do that again. Al the parties included, do you
swear or affirmthat the testinony you' re about to
give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. Thank you.

Al right. M. Rolland, you have 5 m nutes.

Oh, I"'msorry, excuse ne -- M. Stanley. Got it
conf used.

SUPT. STANLEY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Go ahead. Wl cone.

SUPT. STANLEY: Thank you, Madam Chair, and the
rest of the State Board for [sound fading out] --

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  I'msorry; M. Stanley, can you

speak up? |'mhaving a hard tine hearing you.
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SUPT. STANLEY: Yes, ma'am Can you hear ne
better now?
CHAI RVMAN DEAN. A little bit better.
SUPT. STANLEY: Okay. |I'Il try not to talk very

| ong.

CHAI RVMAN DEAN.  Ckay, that's better. Thank you

SUPT. STANLEY: Thank you to Madam Chair and the
rest of the State Board that you would hear this for
the Bridges famly.

On behal f of White County Central School
District, we feel that this is the best place for the
Bridges to be. This is a famly that has had their
children here in our district for the entire tine.
They actually had a child graduate two years ago from
here, and this is a younger sibling that will be a
ki ndergarten student. And we will give nore
information during our presentation. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you.

Dr. Bryant, you have 5 m nutes.

SUPT. BRYANT: Good norning, and thank you
agai n.

| kind of renew ny simlar argunent as before,
that the Board has already heard that this does

violate the 3% naximum And we are anxi ous to hear
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what the parent has to say, and it's not that we're
not concerned about parents and their needs.

So | want to just add that we woul d ask that the
State Board kind of consider this parade of horribles
that mght extend fromthis, of undesirable events
that mght conme if we continue to offer appeals and
t he standard becones for all appeals to be granted.
| f parents becone aware that all that's necessary is
to make an appeal and their school choice action wll
be granted by the State Board, this really puts small
districts, like Mdland, into an awful situation.

For Mdland this year, if that action had
occurred and all of our school choice denials had
gone up before you for appeal that can cost our
di strict $100,000 and woul d be draining on our snall
district. And we're trying our best to stay afl oat,
to provide the education that schools really do need.
And we further believe that this can begin to create
ethical and other violations of the lawif you truly
don't consider each of these matters individually.

And so |I'mjust encouraging you today to
consi der those things individually and to also listen
to a district that's pleading with you not to
continue to allow school choice to make an exodus out

of our snmll school in Pleasant Pl ains, Arkansas, and
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in Floral, Arkansas, since we are a consol i dat ed

district.

So those are ny argunments to you this norning,

and ask once again that you deny the appeal. Thank

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you.

| just want to interject there, that's one thing

t hat we' ve enphasi zed on every single one of these
cases, every tine this cones before the Board, is
that we take each case individually; each child is
different; each circunstance and each fam |y and each
district is different. And | believe this board has
done that consistently, which is to | ook at the case
of each child and figure out what is best for
everyone invol ved, but our focus is on what's best
for the children. But we do take each individual
case and we | ook at all of the issues surrounding

t hat case.

So thank you for those conments.

And, Ms. Bridges, welconme; you have 5 m nutes.
MS. BRIDGES: Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Dean.
While | do enpathize with Dr. Bryant, because

nyself was a Mdl and graduate of 1995 -- it is a

school, but so is Wite County Central. And

there is extenuating circunstances, | believe, in
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Graycen's situation, which I'lIl go into when | get ny
20 mnutes. But it is -- each child is different and

| believe that this instance does make a | ot of
di fference on why | have requested a transfer to
Centr al

CHAI RMAN DEAN.  All right. Thank you, M.
Bri dges.

kay. M. Stanley, you have 20 mnutes for a
presentati on.

SUPT. STANLEY: Thank you, Ma' am

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone.

SUPT. STANLEY: First of all, M. Bridges turned
the appeal in to us on April 1st, which was the
deadl i ne day, | believe -- the end of the deadline
day. Qur board net on April 27th to act on all Apri
transfers, and we sent the formin to Mdland after
that, and apparently by that tinme it was al ready over
the 3% cap. So, first of all, she was very, very
much on time as far as getting the formturned in on
April 1st with us.

Secondly, this child, as | stated before, is a
ki ndergarten student, has never been at Mdl and, does
not necessarily affect their funding this year. As
was pointed out before, this would be future funding

only. As | nentioned before, they had a son that
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graduated here a couple of years ago that had
attended here all along; so this famly is a longtine
menber of the Wiite County Central community. |
think the parents are involved with jobs that are

| ocated in Searcy, and as a result of that they would
be headed south, towards our canmpus in Searcy, for
their workplace. Then, if they had to go to Mdl and
or actually to Floral on these days it would be a
long trip in the wong direction fromtheir
wor kpl ace.

So I would ask on behalf of the famly and
behal f of this child that they be granted the
transfer to White County Central. | appreciate your
time.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. Stanl ey.

Dr. Bryant, you have 20 m nutes.

SUPT. BRYANT: Thank you again. And in response
to M. Stanley's comments that the appeal was
received in atinely fashion, as well as the origina
application -- however, as we track those, per the
rules that are promul gated and adopted by the State
Board, this particular application cones in as nunber
41 of all of the applications that we received, all
the way down in May after the appeal or whatever was

dealt with. So this is a rather late request as far

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- July 23, 2020

39

as the whole list is concerned; it's nunber 41 of 43
of those received by the District.

| do understand that this student has not been a
menber of the Mdland School District. But | would
add to you at this point in tinme that if we consider
ki ndergartners having never enrolled here that's al
wel | and good; but this year we have | ost what woul d
be equivalent to an entire class of kindergartners to
school choi ce because of sibling connection or
because of the 15 cap that's a part of the 3% So
it's hard for us to add new students to us and make
t hem menbers of our school district when we are
losing an entire class of kindergartners each year to
school choice. So that's a difficult process for us.

And so | go back and reiterate that this is
detrimental to Mdland Public Schools in relation to
our financial position to continue to allow students
above the 3% cap to be released to other districts.
And therefore we recommend again that the State Board
deny this appeal.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, Dr. Bryant.

Ms. Bridges, you have 20 m nutes.

M5. BRI DGES. Thank you.

Just for Graycen, since her birth she has been
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at all extracurricular activities at Wite County
Central School due to her brother and her cousins al
attendi ng that school. She has grown up in that
comunity; is famliar with the adm nistrators; she
has spoke with M. Stanley; she has spoke with the
el ementary principal, M. Sturdivant, the teachers,
the staff -- as well as the canpus itself, she is
very famliar with that canpus.

Her father and I both work in close proximty to
White County Central School. | work within 10 mles,
her father works within 6 -- in contrast to ne being
32 mles anay frommy child with her being in Flora
and her father being 26 mles away. Qur residence is
actually 0.2 mles fromthe Wite County Centra
l[ine. | can step out onto ny driveway and throw a
rock and hit the county -- hit the school line. It's
on ny way to work; therefore, it's nore feasible for
me to drop her off at school and with her being able
to -- and | have an enornous anmount of famly at, in,
and around Wiite County Central School District; so
she coul d be able to be picked up every afternoon.
And if she has to ride the bus, it's only just right
down the road fromone of our famly nenbers.
Emergencies will happen. | nean she's 5 years ol d;

emergencies wll happen. But if she went to the
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M dl and School District there is absolutely no one
that is close enough to go pick her up and able -- if
me or her father is not able to. |If she went to
Wiite County Central, she has aunts, cousins, brother
-- her brother can go pick her up and is just right
t here.

| have worked with sonme children for 20 years --
over 20 years. | work with the Wiite County Juvenile
Ofice and been here for 21 years. It is ny
experience that children thrive in a community and
environment in which they are confortable. She has
absolutely no idea where Mdland School District is,
how t hat canpus works. She has never passed by the
canpus at Floral. Wite County Central is the
confortabl e, safe environnent that she would fee
confortable and safe. She's confortable around the
teachers; she trusts them She knows Dr. Underwood,
t he high school principal -- and goes on and on. She
-- and she has nmet sonme and becane friends wth a | ot
of kids that -- through various activities with
fam lies and through school activities, that are
entering kindergarten with her this year; so she
al ready has friends.

Ki ndergarten is scary enough, especially for the

younger kids. And with what is going on with the
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world right now related to Covid-19 and energencies
that will happen, | strongly believe that if nmy child
was forced to go to a school where she didn't know
anyone and was confronted with some of the
restrictions and/or limtations that they' re probably
going to be faced with due to Covid-19 it would not
pronote a heal thy educati onal experience for ny

chil d.

And as the | ady had before said, test scores at
White County Central are higher than the ones at
M dl and.

Waile | enpathize with Dr. Bryant, | believe
since ny child is entering kindergarten she shoul dn't
be counted as one of their things. And when | had
tal ked to M. Wwmack previously, because he was the
previ ous superintendent, it is concerning to ne that
on Septenber 30th of 2019 is when he said they
reached their limtation. How-- if | was to know
that that was how it was going to be, | would' ve
probably sent in a transfer when ny daughter turned 4
and not when she turned 5. But as M. Stanley had
said, ny son graduated from Wite County Central two
years ago, started there in kindergarten via
transfer. So, granted, if he was still in school

this mght be a different thing. But, yes, | waited
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later inlife to have another child, so -- by no
fault of her.

So for all these reasons, | am hunbly asking the
State Board to deny -- or to repeal the decision nade
by the Mdl and School District based on, you know,

t hese reasons that | gave you

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

M5. BRIDGES: Thank you so nmuch for your time
and consi derati on.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, Ms. Bridges.

Do we have any questions fromthe Board?

MS. WOODS: | have one --

M5. CHAMBERS: Ms. Dean --

M5. WOODS: -- just really fast. Sorry.

MS. CHAMBERS: No, go right ahead.

CHAI RVAN DEAN.  Ms. Wbods.

M5. WOODS: So | was reading through the packet.
Did she have a brother -- does her brother currently
attend there as a senior, or he graduated in 20197

M5. BRIDGES. He actually -- yes, he graduated
in 2018.

M5. WOODS: (kay. So you do not have anot her
child there currently?

M5. BRIDGES: Currently, no.

M5. WOODS: Ckay. Thank you. | just needed to
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make that clear
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Was that Ms. Chanbers?
MS. CHAMBERS: Yes, thank you, Ms. Dean. | have

a question then for Dr. Bryant.

| just want to make sure | understood the nmath,
Dr. Bryant. | think you said that this |ast year --
or | guess the year we're about to start you had six
transfers in, 22 out, resulting in the 16 that
slightly exceeded the 3% And as you were tal king
earlier about siblings, are you saying there were
additional sibling transfers to that 22? And if so,
how many students did that anount to?

DR BRYANT: No, ma'am That woul d include the
siblings within that nunber.

MS. CHAMBERS: Okay. So siblings aren't outside
the 3% they're part of the 3%

DR BRYANT: That is ny understanding.

M5. CHAMBERS: kay. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Any nore questions fromthe
Board? Any di scussion?

Ckay. Then we need a notion --

MS. CHAMBERS: [i naudi bl €]

CHAI RMAN DEAN: -- in this appeal for G aycen
Bridges. |'msorry?
M5. CHAMBERS: | nobve to grant the appeal.
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CHAl RMAN DEAN:. Ckay. W have a notion to grant
t he appeal from Susan Chanbers.
Do | have a second?
DR. MOORE: Second.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Seconded by Dr. HIl.
DR MOORE: | said second, but I'Il --
CHAI RMAN DEAN.  Ckay. I'msorry. | just -- |
couldn't tell who popped up, if Dr. H Il popped up.
Ckay. Dr. Moore seconded.
Do we -- all in favor say "aye."
(MAJORI TY CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMVAN DEAN:  Any opposed?
M5. WOODS: Aye.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  We have one no from Adrienne
Wods. Mdtion passes.
Congratul ati ons, Ms. Bridges.
MS. BRI DGES: Thank you so nmuch. On behalf of
ny daughter, we thank you.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone.
A-4: SCHOOL CHO CE APPEAL: MADELI NE McM NN
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. And then we have the next
case which is Madeline MM nn. Do we have M. or
Ms. MMnn? Let's see.
MS. HYATT: It should be Jame McMnn --
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Jam e McM nn.
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M5. HYATT: -- is the parent.

MR MMNN. |I'mSam and ny wife Jame is here
as wel |.

MS. HYATT: Oh, there we go. Sam McM nn.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

M5. HYATT: There we go.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  And then we have M. R ch from
Sout hsi de School District.

MS. HYATT: | know | saw himearlier. There he
i S.

SUPT. RICH: Yes, |'mhere.

CHAI RVMAN DEAN:  Ckay. |If | can get everyone to
rai se your right hand -- do you swear or affirmthat

the testinony you' re about to give shall be the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?
(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  All right. W'Ill start with M.
Rich fromthe Southside School D strict. You have 5
m nutes. Wl cone.

SUPT. RICH Good norning. | appreciate you
havi ng us this norning.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Good nor ni ng.

SUPT. RICH Thank you, Madam Chair and Board.

CHAI RMAN DEAN: Can | get you to speak into the

mc alittle bit? You can pull it -- maybe you can
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pull it closer, because we're having a hard tine
heari ng you.

SUPT. RICH: (Okay. Can you hear ne okay now?

CHAI RVMAN DEAN:  That's better. Yes.

SUPT. RICH: Al right. Thank you, Madam Chair.
Thank you, Board. |'m Roger Rich; |'m superintendent
of the Southside School District.

And the MM nn famly had turned in their
Freedom of Choice application I believe on Decenber
30th. Southside School District had to deny based on
neeting the 3% cap. And we wel cone any child that
wants to be a part of our school district. About a
third of our students attend by school choice. And I
t hi nk we have some creative, innovative opportunities
for kids and we wel cone anybody that wants to be a
part of that.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. Rich.

Dr. Bryant.

SUPT. BRYANT: Good norning. Thank you again,
Madam Chair. W just continue to, once again,
encourage the State Board to exam ne the 3%cap rule
that is a part of the rules, to exam ne each case on
a case-by-case basis. And as in our previous
position, we ask that the Board deny this appeal.

Thank you.
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CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you.

And the MM nn fam|y.

MR McM NN.  Madam Chair, Comm ssioner Key,

Fel | ow Menbers of the Board, good norning.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Good nor ni ng.

MR MMNN. M wfe and | would |like to thank
everyone for their time. W're here to speak on
behal f of our daughter Madeline regarding M dl and
School District's denial of school choice for
enrol Il ment into the Southside School District.

M dl and School District did follow policy and
deni ed our school choice request based off the 3%
enrol | ment guidelines. However, we feel that our
situation should not apply to the 3% cap.

First, our daughter has never attended M dl and
School District. Qur daughter was enrolled in
Batesville School District in the summer of 2011; she
attended Batesville schools till the fall of her 7th
grade year. Then due to nedical reasons we deci ded
to nove our daughter to honme-school and then into
Arkansas Virtual Acadeny, where she has been enrolled
the past three years. Situations have changed and
it's our desire for Madeline to enroll in a brick-
and-nortar school again. After careful consideration

of all the schools in the area, the decision was made
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t hat Sout hsi de School District would be the best
choi ce for her academ c and social needs. Even

t hough she has never attended M dl and schools, we
reside in their district a half-a-mle and have to
have their perm ssion to attend Sout hsi de.

More specifically, the follow ng reasons are why
Southside is a better choice for our famly:

First off, academc offerings -- Southside
offers nore choices academ cally and socially for
students. As nentioned earlier, in the nost recent
school ratings Mdland did receive a "D' rating and
Sout hsi de Hi gh School has a "B" rating;

Qur location -- we live on the border of
Sout hsi de and M dl and School Districts. Qur daughter
is now old enough to drive herself to school, and
Southside is within a few mles of our house, while
Mdland is a 20-m nute drive;

Finally, my wfe and | both understand that a
student's success involves nore than just a nunber.
Madel i ne has worked hard to be ready to return to a
traditional school setting. W feel that it's
important for her to be confortable with the school
environment to be successful. By not allowing her to
make the decision for what school best fits her needs

they're not offering her the best chance at success.
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Thank you.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  [inaudi ble, m c not on]

Sorry.

M. Rich, you have 20 mnutes for presentation.

SUPT. RICH: W just welcone the opportunity for
the MM nn famly --

CHAI RVMAN DEAN:  Yes -- I'msorry; go ahead.

SUPT. RICH W just wish the opportunity for
the MM nn famly to be able to send their child
where they feel like is best academ cally for their
chi I d.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. Rich.

And Dr. Bryant.

SUPT. BRYANT: Thank you again, Madam Chair.

| do want to clarify just a couple of things in
ny response here, based on the Sout hside response
that M. Rich had that's a part of the record. 1In
that, M. Rich alludes to the fact that the Mdl and
School District didn't release the next student on
the list. And | do want us to be aware that M dl and
has rel eased 17 students already to the Southside
School District, and so we did rel ease the next
student on the list. W found out that one student
was not returning because they had noved out of

state, and we were able to confirmthat. And then
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M. R ch had conversations with the previous
superintendent to go ahead and nove the next two
students on the list, which would be one of -- the
student in this particular appeal. Wat we're a
littl e concerned about procedurally is whether we
shoul d do that, just because we have been told by the
nonresident district that two other students who are
scheduled to go to Southside already are actually
going to return to Mdland. W can't confirmthat
information and those students have not responded to
us. And so our concern here is that what if on
August 24th those students actually attend Sout hsi de,
and now we al so approve an appeal here and
potentially the next appeal, and this becane a
procedural issue for us.

Additionally, the district is not sure that a
superintendent has the authority to change the status
of students that have al ready been rel eased. Even if
you offer to put that in witing to us, those have
been approved by the resident school board, the
nonr esi dent school board, and there are no rules
about us changing our mind in relationship to this;
so there's nothing in the record to suggest that this
is somet hing that could even be done.

And we do have two students that could
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potentially end up at Southside or could potentially
end up at Mdl and, which then would have all owed one
of these appeals not to have even been an appeal but
we woul d've just released them And so we're not
sure about that.

W do agree with M. Rich that these famlies
have done the things that they were supposed to do in
order to nake application and to foll ow proper
procedures; however, we are once again at our 3%
maxi mum W have already rel eased 17 students to
Sout hsi de. W cannot confirmthat the next two
students on our |ist should be rel eased because of
students who were already rel eased are potentially
com ng back to us at Mdland. And so we are really
at a loss here procedurally. And we come back to our
foundational argunent in all of the cases before the
Board today that this is above the 3% cap. It is
injurious to us in a financial position.

And so for this reason we believe that this
appeal shoul d be denied. Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, Dr. Bryant.

M. MMnn, you have 20 m nutes.

MR MMNN Ckay. Like we said earlier, our
daughter is entering her junior year. She is

interested in sone of the other electives that would
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be avail abl e at Sout hsi de, nore CTE options. W just
want -- she's interested in starting her college
pl anning and getting nore involved in school
activities and things |ike that, and just options
that aren't available for her currently wth ARVA

| nmentioned |ocation. You know, yes, you've had
people that live closer to the district line than
ours; you know, ours is down at the end of the road
but it's still within half-a-mle, you know. And we
woul d rat her, you know, our daughter spend 10 m nutes
on the road in the norning and afternoon, as opposed
to 40 or 45, as a young driver

Never could | have fathomed when | turned in the
school choice formon Decenber 30th that | would be
told that Mdland had already hit their nunbers for
their 3%cap; the reason for that is because the
Conmi ssioner's Meno just came out on Decenber 27th
for school choice transfers this year. But in having
the conversation with M. R ch later, you know, | did
inquire about if we were doing the proper thing wth
listing Mdland as that, as opposed to ARVA. You
know, we just find ourselves in a unique situation.
ARVA is listed on the menb as being able to | ose 74
students. Once again, it goes back to Mdland is not

really losing a student that they have ever had, you

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- July 23, 2020

54

know. And, you know, | don't know if there needs to
be a new carve-out for situations such as ours and
the Warrens' earlier. But, you know, it's just Kkind
of ridiculous when a school hits their cap late
Sept enber before | think the districts even know t hat
nunber in the mddle of Cctober.

And so | think that, you know, just -- we need
t he best for our daughter and we feel that Southside
is the current situation for that at this tinme. But
we thank you and are willing to answer any questi ons.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. MM nn.

Do we have any questions fromthe Board?

Ms. Newt on.

M5. NEWION: Yes, | have a question for Dr.
Bryant fromMdland. 1Is he still there?

CHAl RVAN DEAN:  Dr. Bryant?

|'mnot seeing him W may have lost him

Dr. Bryant?

He may have stepped away for a nonent. Does
anyone el se have -- maybe we can ask hi m when --

M5. NEWION:  Well, no, | have another question.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

MS. NEWTON: Can Mary Claire cone and clarify
about the question the parent just raised on the cap

bet ween Arkansas Virtual and then the resident
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district? And the way | understand it, Arkansas
Virtual could not be even considered if the parent
had put it down. |Is that correct?

MS. HYATT: Yes, ma'am [|'mnot sure why
Arkansas Virtual was included on that list. They
don't have resident students because they're an open-
enrol I ment charter school, so they wouldn't have a 3%
cap. And one thing also is every school district --
wel I, maybe not every school district -- I'msure
sone do it the same way -- but school districts and
boards are given the authority through the rules to
adopt their own policy about school choice, including
when they're going to begin accepting applications.
So sone begin in January, some begin in Decenber,
sone begin in May of the previous school year, and

accept themon a rolling basis; so it just kind of

depends. And it seens like Mdland -- and |'msure
when Dr. Bryant conmes back he'll be able to give you
that information -- probably starts accepting them at

t he begi nning of the school year or at the end of the
previ ous school year. So schools do it differently
dependi ng on their own policy, and that policy is
adopted by their board.

CHAI RMAN DEAN. Dr. Hill, can you nute your --

we're getting a little bit of feedback. Thank you.
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DR HILL: Sure.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you.

Did that answer your question, M. New on?

MS. NEWION: Yes, on that. | still have a
question for Dr. Bryant when he cones back

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. Thank you.

Anyone el se have questions, comments, or
di scussi on?

Dr. Bryant, there was a question for you from
Ms. New on.

| see that he's unmated. Well --

M5. HYATT: [inaudible, not at the m crophone]

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. GCkay, | think he's
reconnecting. Ckay.

DAN DAVIS: [inaudible, not at the m crophone]

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes, we'll give himjust a
moment to get reconnect ed.

MS. CHAMBERS: Ms. Dean, this is Susan. | also
have a question -- it may be of Dr. Bryant or just in

general for Ms. Hyatt -- about the procedural
question that was raised with the status of what
students are nmaybe staying in Mdland or transferring
out. If we could speak to that after Ms. Newton's
guestion i s answered?

M5. HYATT: | was thinking sonebody m ght have a
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guestion about that.

So | believe in a previous version of the school
choice rules and law it required districts to have
their boards approve these transfers. R ght now,
what the status of the law and the rules is is that
t he boards nust adopt a policy. That policy may
i nclude a provision that says the board nust approve
them but doesn't necessarily have to. So that's
just one kind of clarifying thing.

It sounds |like Mdland and a couple of the
others that have tal ked today are still having their
boards approve their school choice applications.

So, the lawallows -- I'"mgoing to try and be
very clear but -- because it gets confusing even in
ny own mnd. So when students apply and are denied
based on the 3% cap they retain priority until July
1st. Because students may say "I want to transfer
out of Mdland and go to Southside,” and then change
their mnd and -- or nove out of state or nove to
anot her part of Arkansas, and then students who are
retaining that priority may be rel eased; so
addi tional students may be rel eased. So say you
rel ease 10 students under school choice, then, hit
your cap and you've got 50 on your retaining priority

until the July 1st list. |If 5 of your 10 deci de not
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to school choice, you would be required to rel ease an
additional 5 students so that you're still nmeeting
your cap. That priority ends on July 1st. So after
July 1st, if you receive information that sonmebody is
not transferring, you would not be required to

rel ease them | guess it kind of depends on what
your board's policy is on that. Because just reading
the rules and the law, since the rules and the |aw
don't place a requirenment on the board approving
things, if that's in your local policy you would have
to doit. But the |law doesn't require it.

So the procedure piece mght be different based
on what the local policy is. But if your I|ocal
policy doesn't require your board to approve things,

t he procedure would be the district itself, the
superintendent, woul d rel ease those additional
students by the July 1st deadline. |If their board
has to approve it, then they should be going through
the process to do that still by the July 1st deadline
because it is in |aw

| hope | was -- | hope that was clear.

MS. CHAMBERS: It was hel pful. Thank you.

SUPT. BRYANT: | apol ogi ze; |'ve had sone
technical difficulties, so | mssed part of this

di scussion. If there's something | need to clarify,
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then I'mhappy to do that. Again, | apologize.
CHAI RMAN DEAN:  [inaudi ble, m c not on]
M5. NEWION: |'mnot sure if you' re ready for ne

or not. | couldn't hear you, M. Dean.

Dr. Bryant, ny questionis -- and | got a little
bit unclear in the [ast comments -- have you rel eased
22 students all together?

SUPT. BRYANT: That is correct. W have
rel eased 22 students total; 22 students less the 6
students in equals our 16 students that we have
rel eased that get us to that 3% cap

M5. NEWION: Okay. Al right. So you've
rel eased 22 already. And then this student that
we' re di scussing right now, what nunber on the |ist
are they?

[ A MOVENT OF SI LENCE]

MS. NEWON: Did we | ose himagain or am |
nut ed?

SECRETARY KEY: Well, yeah. Madam Chair, if we
could say -- Dr. Bryant, you have two |inks open
right now. And our tech expert says if you could
cl ose both of those links and re-log in again into
the Zoomthat may be able to correct the sound
probl em that we're having.

M5. HYATT: One thing -- just a couple of
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options to consider while we're waiting on Mdland to
get back on, you can postpone this and cone back to
it, and we could do Cooper Estep, which does not

i nvol ve M dl and, which is the reconsideration of the
Quy-Perkins and G eenbrier one that's on -- last on
the agenda. O we could take a short break and give
t hem an opportunity to reconnect. It's up to the
Board, but you have flexibility.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  [inaudi ble, mc not on]

SUPT. BRYANT: | think that I'mback. 1 again
apol ogi ze.

Ms. Newton, can | hear your question again?
"1l try to answer that.

M5. NEWION: Yes. M question was that you had
rel eased 22; | was clear on that now

And then what nunber is this child that we're
di scussing right now?

SUPT. BRYANT: This student woul d actual |y not
be the next student on the list but would be the
followi ng student on the list to be rel eased.

MS. NEWON: Ckay.

SUPT. BRYANT: The student that appeals -- whose
appeal will be heard next is the next student on the
list.

M5. NEWION: And then ny question is -- and |
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wasn't real clear on this -- are you getting word
t hat you have two students that are comng back to
Mdland -- that would be instead of a plus-6 it would

be a pl us-8?

SUPT. BRYANT: M. Rich has informed us that he
believes that there are two students who exercised
school choice and were rel eased, that they actually
are now going to attend at M dl and.

MS. NEWTON:  Ckay. So that would --

SUPT. BRYANT: If that were the case, then this
appeal and the next appeal will be nbot. But | can't
confirmor deny that at this point. And | have no
assurance that if | were to release this student and
t he next appeal student, and these two students that
M. Richis talking about -- if they actually show up
at Southside, then I have no way to stop that. Am]
maki ng sense with that? If there was sone net hod by
which | was assured that these two students woul d be
deni ed enrol |l nent at Southside, and M. Rich has the
authority to deny their access at this point, then
this appeal is nmoot and so is the next appeal. |I'm
nore than happy to release them but | don't feel
confortabl e doing that w thout having that assurance
fromM. Rich that he's not going to enroll those

students and that he has the authority not to enrol
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t hose students.

M5. NEWION:. M. Rich --

SUPT. BRYANT: Is ny concern legitimte and
under st ood?

MS. NEWION:  Yes, | understand your concern.
Yes.

SUPT. BRYANT: Thank you, Ms. New on.

M5. NEWION. M. Rich, any response to that?

SUPT. RICH: Yes, ma'am | spoke with then-
superintendent M. Wnack back in m d-June when
found out the two students were leaving. | offered
to send a letter of denial to those two students that
chose to remain at Mdland, to give themthe
assurance that Dr. Bryant is talking about. 1In his
defense, he's not been there. But he at that tine
chose not to go that route, said his |legal counse
had advi sed hi mof sonething else. But |'d be nore
than willing to wite a letter of denial or whatever
we need for the two that are going to remain at
M dl and.

MS. NEWION: COkay. So if you wote the letter
of denial, then that would take care of these -- this
appeal and the next appeal. 1Is that correct?

SUPT. RICH That's ny understanding. Yes,

ma' am
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M5. NEWION: Ckay.
SUPT. BRYANT: And may | -- if | mght interject
-- is that okay, Madam Chair?
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes.
SUPT. BRYANT: | do believe that those were the

conversations and | am aware of those conversations.
But we were under |egal counsel to take this
procedural matter before the State Board so that
perhaps we could seek clarity as to if that is
perm ssible, if superintendents have this authority
to do this under these terns and conditions after
t hose t hings have been approved by their |ocal school
boards. And | did hear part of that conversation
about that's not necessarily the procedure in the
law. But that is the procedure that's in policy at
Mdland, and so it's hard for ne then as a
superintendent to go agai nst what has been approved
by the board; I"'mnot legally authorized to do that.
And so that is the reason our |egal counsel advised
us to take this to the State Board so that you can
hear our concern about a procedural issue.

Thank you, Madam Chair and Ms. New on.

MS. NEWION: Can | ask a question of Ms. Hyatt?

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  [inaudi ble, m c not on]

M5. NEWION. | don't know if she's there yet or
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not .
M5. HYATT: Oh, I'mhere. Sorry. |'mhere.
M5. NEWION: Ckay. GCkay. Ms. Hyatt, would that

legally be all right if Southside wote a letter of

denial and sent it to -- | don't knowif he would
send it to the students or to Mdland -- or how woul d
t hat wor k?

M5. HYATT: So it also depends on what their
| ocal policy is; so it depends on what their school
choice policy says. |If their board has to approve
it, then they woul d have to go through those things.
So without being famliar with their local policy --
and just saying fromwhat the [aw and the rul es say,
the law and the rules definitely anticipate that sone
students who apply for school choice are going to
deci de not to exercise that, which is why we have
that priority date of July 1st.

So if the districts want to handle it that way,
by issuing a denial letter or receiving sonething in
witing fromthe parent, or how they want to do it
and what's in their policy, I think it is in line
with what the |aw says, as it does anticipate that
students are not going to exercise that right even if
t hey are approved.

MS. NEWION: So if the districts chose to do
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that, would we need to take any action on either one
of these two appeal s today?

M5. HYATT: | think it's kind of at the pleasure
of the Board how you would like to do it. Certainly,
they could cone to an understanding and the parent
could withdraw their appeal at this point, because
the parent is the one that has the appeal before you,
or you could have the Board vote on it.

MS. NEWION:  Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  [inaudi ble, mc not on]

MS. WOODS: Ms. Dean, | don't think we can hear
you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  |'m sorry.

M5. WOODS: At least | can't on ny end.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Sorry.

M. MMnn, would you be willing to withdraw
your appeal based on the agreenent between the
Sout hsi de and M dl and School District?

MR MMNN | feel it would be contingent on
like a full guarantee that she would be able to
enroll on Southside -- in Southside.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  So if we can get Southside --

M. Rich, so you definitely agree to deny those
two students and make sure the parents are aware of

everything that's going on?
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SUPT. RICH Yes, mn'am That's been our

practice for the last 10 years, and we thought that
was just part of the process. But we'd be nore than

glad to do so.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. And then, Dr. Bryant, are

you --

SUPT. BRYANT: [|'mhere. W are definitely in

agreenment because we feel that we followed the advice
of our counsel to place this procedural concern
before the State Board. And we are happy to work
with M. Richto admt these next two students,
subject to his denial of the two students in question

-- AH and BH.

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

SUPT. BRYANT: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, Dr. Bryant.
M. MM nn.

MR. MM NN.  Wat happens if those other

parents, you know, change their mnd again and stil

want to go to Sout hside?

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ms. Hyatt is comng to speak to

MS. HYATT: | think ny question would be did the
parents notify Southside or Mdland in witing. |If
they did, | think that's sufficient. [If it was
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sonmet hing that was verbal, | would want to see
sonmet hing fromthe parents.

So | guess that m ght be a question for M.
Ri ch.

SUPT. RICH: The conversation was verbal. There
was nothing in witing.

CHAI RMAN DEAN: | think that causes -- that may
cause an issue.

MS. HYATT: And | want to -- I'mtrying to steer

clear -- |1 don't want to be giving any |egal advice
to school districts, just to State Board. So, but |
do think it's inmportant that we think about the fact
that those parents are not here today, so they're not
part of this conversation. |If there was sonmething in
witing where we knew --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:. Ri ght.

MS. HYATT: -- that the parents were -- had that
intention, it would be easy, | think, for the Board
to see very clearly that those students were not
going to attend. |If that's not the case, then
think it would be up to the Board to kind of decide
what to do with that infornmation.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, Ms. Hyatt.

| would agree. |If the parents did not provide

anything in witing, then that's not sonething that
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is witten in stone basically. | would not feel
confortable wth nmaki ng deci sion -- making a decision
about their child without their know edge and their
partici pation and engagenent.

Ms. Hyatt.

M5. HYATT: | just wanted to nention it is a
possibility we could table this and the next one and
get the parents on the phone.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

MS. HYATT: If they want to do that -- of
course, they received no notice of this hearing, and
so that mght be nore trouble. W could also table
it until August and then get sonmething in witing or

give us tinme to work with Mdland and Sout hsi de

outside of this. |It's just at the pleasure of the
Board. | just want to make sure that you understand
all of your -- of course, you can rule on it also
today. | just want to nmake sure you know your
options.

CHAI RMAN DEAN: | do have a question. So if it
were postponed till August, at the |latest, does that
give all the parents involved an opportunity -- anple

enough tine to make the decisions that need to be
made for enroll nent?

M5. HYATT: So | believe they can still enrol
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at that point. W w | have school choice appeals on
t he August agenda --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

MS. HYATT: -- fromother districts. Certainly,
if we nove this one to August, we -- | would be happy
to work wwth M. Rich and Dr. Bryant and the McM nn
famly to see if we could just work it out, and then
we woul d not have it on the agenda if we were able to
settle it outside of that -- or if not, come back in
August, if that works.

' m hopeful that if the -- if we can get a-hold
or if M. R ch can get a-hold of those parents --

CHAl RVAN DEAN: R ght .

MS. HYATT: -- we could have it resolved in the
next day or so and not necessitate com ng back in
August, but have that as a safeguard if we needed to.
So that's --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  So that woul d nean that we woul d
need a notion to table it for today?

MS. HYATT: Unh-huh. You can do a notion to
table it, you can vote on it today, or we could table
it until later this afternoon and try to see what we
can do in the next 20 m nutes.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Right. Gay. Thank you.

M5. WOODS: Ms. Hyatt, | have a quick question.
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| *' m 1 ooking through the statutes here and | can't
find it. |Is there a deadline that the parents have
to exercise school choice, or is it up until the day
of school starting? Does that nake sense?

MS. HYATT: Sure. There's not a deadline that
|*"maware of. | think that they're --

M5. WOODS: Ckay.

M5. HYATT: -- allowed -- especially when
they're filing an appeal, they're allowed to enrol
after the Board hears their appeal. So --

MS. WOODS: Got it.

M5. HYATT: -- you will hear -- I'mnot sure if
you heard that part. You will hear additional school
choi ce appeal s in August -- not these, but additiona
ones -- and certainly those students, depending on
how you vote on those, would be eligible to enroll at
whi chever district the Board votes.

M5. WOODS: Ckay. Got it. Thanks.

M5. NEWION: Ms. Dean --

CHAl RVAN DEAN:  Yes, Ms. New on.

MS. NEWION: -- just as a discussion point, |
would like to see us table it until August to see if
the districts can work it out, this one and the next
one also. | think that would be a better choice for

us as a board if we could just see the districts work
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together to work the situation out.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Ckay. Any further discussion?

DR MOORE: |I'minclined to vote for it today.
| think the parents nmade the case for the transfer.
And | think, simlar to the other cases, whether
t hese other two students drop out or not, |'m
confortable voting for it. That's just ny
per specti ve.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. Any further questions or
di scussi on?

Ckay. Then | ooking for a notion, ready for a
noti on.

MS. NEWION: | nove to table this till the
August neeti ng.

MS5. MFETRIDGE: 1'll second that.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. | have a notion by M.
Quida Newton to table this until a further date, and
| have a second by Ms. MFetridge.

Let's do --

M5. CHAMBERS: Ms. Dean?

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes.

MS. CHAMBERS: I[I'msorry, just to clarify -- the
notion includes this and the next itemon the agenda?

CHAl RVAN DEAN:  Yes.

MS. CHAMBERS: |Is that correct?
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CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes. This is the notion to --
SECRETARY KEY: One at a tinme. Yeah.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  |I'msorry. One at a tine. So
MS. CHAMBERS:. Thank you.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  -- we'll do a notion to table
t he appeal for Carlee Duncan -- no, sorry -- Madeline

MM nn first. WMadeline MM nn would be the first

case.

call.

SECRETARY KEY: A roll-call?

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN DEAN.  We definitely want to do a roll-
M. Key.

SECRETARY KEY: Gkay. On the notion to table --

Dr. Mbore.

DR, MOORE: No.

SECRETARY KEY: M. Sutton.

MR SUTTON:  Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. McFetridge.

M5. McFETRI DGE:  Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. Wbods.

M5. WOCDS:  Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. New on.

M5. NEWION:  Yes.
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SECRETARY KEY: Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Dr. Hill.

DR HILL: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: M. WIIlianson.

[ MOVENT OF Sl LENCE]

SECRETARY KEY: | think he had to briefly get
off the call. But that's 6 yea's and 1 nay for the
notion to table.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Okay. Mbtion passes to table
t he case for Madeline MM nn.

And hopefully we can get this resolved today,
M. MMnn. They're going to try to see if they can

get the parents on the phone today.

And then the next one -- I'msorry; M. Hyatt,
go ahead.

MS. HYATT: | just wanted to say, Superintendent
Ri ch and Superintendent Bryant, | wll get in touch

with you after the State Board special neeting is

over so that we can -- |I'mhappy to help in any way.

SCHOOL CHO CE APPEAL: CARLEE DUNCAN

MS. HYATT: And on the next one the famly is
actual ly here.

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

M5. HYATT: So if you wouldn't mnd letting nme
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grab themreally quickly so they can be in here for
any of the conversations.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. Thank you.

[ A FEW MOMENTS OF SI LENCE]

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Good norning, Duncan Famly.
Vel cone.

MR. DUNCAN: [inaudible, not at the m crophone]

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone.

Ckay. And so what we have on the table -- so
Madel i ne MM nn, that was passed to table. So |I'm
| ooking for a notion on the Carlee --

SECRETARY KEY: | think, Madam Chair, probably
it would be appropriate for Ms. Hyatt to go ahead and
introduce this item--

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

SECRETARY KEY: -- and see if --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  |'msorry; you're right.

SECRETARY KEY: Yeah. Go ahead and step through
the process and -- wth the introductory --

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

SECRETARY KEY: -- and the 20 m nutes.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:.  Thank you.

MS. HYATT: Thanks. So this is Carlee Duncan.
We have the Duncan famly here, Brandon Duncan -- and

|*'mso sorry, | don't know the nomis name; |'m so
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sorry -- and also the sanme two districts. | believe
this is the sane situation we were just talking
about. I'mnot sure if the Duncan famly had the
ability to hear outside. They're shaking their head
yes. SO you can give everyone the 5 mnutes and the
20 mnutes, or | nmean the Board can nake a notion at
any tine. So --

CHAI RMAN DEAN. Ckay. Let's go ahead and hear
fromthe famly.

All the parties for this case, if you wuld
rai se your right hand -- and that is -- let's see --
M. Rch, Dr. Bryant, and M. and Ms. Duncan --
Shelly. Thank you. Welconme. |If you wll raise your
hand -- do you swear or affirmthat the testinony
you' re about to give shall be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. Thank you.

Al right. So we'll go through the procedures
so that we can hear everything. W'Ill start with M.

Ri ch. You have 5 m nutes.

SUPT. RICH Yes. | guess one of the questions
| was going to ask and clarify -- | know you have
anot her case after this -- if I"'mable to get

sonmething in witing fromthat famly before you
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finish today, wll these parents have to conme back in
front of you again? O is this sonething that we can
take care of with Ms. Hyatt?

CHAl RVAN DEAN. Ms. Hyatt is coming. But okay,
no, | can explainit. Yes, if you can get sonething
today that would be ideal. |If you can get sonething
today in witing that would be ideal and they woul d
not have to cone back, as |ong as we have sonet hing
in witing.

SUPT. RICH: Both famlies need sone
clarification and are ready to nove forward, either
way. And it sounds like both districts are in
agreement and | will try to nake sure | get that here
in just the next few nonents.

MS. HYATT: As long as it's resolved by the
August neeting they won't have to cone back. So it
doesn't necessarily have to be by the time this
neeting ends -- but the sooner, the better.

CHAl RVAN DEAN:  Yes.

M5. HYATT: | think we're all noving forward
with the understanding that that's what's going to
happen, but with the safeguard that if that's not
what happens they will conme back -- conme back in
August .

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. Thank you.
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SUPT. RICH That's all | have. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN DEAN: Ckay. Dr. Bryant.

SUPT. BRYANT: Thank you again, Madam Chair. We
do appreciate the opportunity to be heard on this
matter as far as its procedural nature. And we | ook
forward to working wwth M. Rich and these famlies
to resolve this issue and to nove on down our |ist.
And we trust that M. Rich will get that information
to us today.

And is it nmy understanding then that the parents
of McM nn and Duncan woul d sinply need to just
wi thdraw their appeals so that this matter doesn't
actually cone before the Board again? Can | have a
little bit of clarity on that?

And, again, thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone. Ms. Hyatt is
com ng to answer that.

M5. HYATT: GCetting nmy steps in today.

So if we table them and then | can work with

t hose school districts and the famlies to resol ve

them all | would need to do is just get a statenent
fromthe parents, even if it was in an email, saying
"it's been resolved, | no | onger wish to nove

forward." We were able to do that with several other

appeal s that didn't cone before you, before they nade
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it to this point.

So the procedure, Dr. Bryant, would essentially
be | will work with you and the famlies and nake
sure that we get everything worked out. If we do, it
won't end up on the August agenda, and the famlies
will just have to put sonething -- like a sentence in
witing that says "the student has been accepted, the
issue is resolved." |If, for whatever reason, it does
not work out, they would have the option then to cone
back in August and finish presenting their appeal.

SUPT. BRYANT: Thank you, Mary Claire. Thank
you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone, Dr. Bryant.

You have an opportunity -- you have 5 m nutes.
Yes, if you would -- if you would conme to the podi um
here and state your name for the record.

MR. DUNCAN: Brandon Duncan

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you. Welconme, M. Duncan.
You have 5 m nutes.

MR. DUNCAN:. kay, thank you. This change got
thrown at us here all of a sudden.

My wife and | are here today because we strongly
believe that it would be in the best interest of our
daughter Carlee to be granted the opportunity to

attend Sout hside H gh School this upcom ng school
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year.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  You can renove the mask, if you
want .

MR DUNCAN. Ch, thank you

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes.

MR. DUNCAN. Wew. Qur daughter -- our daughter
Carlee is a straight-A student -- straight-A and
honor student. Being at Southside H gh School as a
charter school, we feel the curriculum along with
their adm nistration, staff of teachers, and
facilities, provide our daughter the best opportunity
to succeed academ cally. The charter school aspect
of Sout hside H gh School is sonething that interests
both my wfe and I. After speaking with friends
whose children attend Southsi de H gh School about the
charter programand what it does to prepare young
adults for college in the future, we feel this would
provi de the best opportunity for our daughter's
educati on.

Al so, as we nentioned in our original letter,
there were sone circunstances that happened | ast year
at ny daughter's current school that created a
difficult environment for our daughter to focus on
her education and her academ cs. As parents, we have

the responsibility to provide the opportunity to
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succeed --
(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: M. Duncan becones
tearful and stops speaking.]
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Take your tinme, M. Duncan.
[ A MOMENT OF Sl LENCE]
CHAI RMAN DEAN: | understand when you're
advocating for your children it gets enotional.
MR. DUNCAN:. It's the circunstances thing that
got nme.
CHAI RVAN DEAN.  Yeah.
[ A MOMENT OF Sl LENCE]
MR. DUNCAN:. -- the best of our ability, a safe

environment for both physically and nentally and al so
provide the opportunity to succeed in whatever they
choose to do. W feel strongly that putting our
daughter back into the environnment -- back into this
envi ronment woul d be detrinmental to her enotionally
and have an adverse effect on her ability to perform
academ cal |l y.

This is why ny wife and | are here today asking
you to grant our appeal so we can enroll our daughter
at Sout hside Hi gh School this upcom ng school year
and give her what we know is the best opportunity to
succeed.

Qur famly would like to thank you for taking
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the time out of your busy schedule to speak with us
t oday.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. Duncan.

Ckay. M. Rich, you have 20 m nutes.

SUPT. RICH Well, Ma'am | don't have anyt hing
el se. Just look forward to working with the M dl and
School District to clarify these situations and |et
themenroll in the Southside School District.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Okay. And Dr. Bryant.

SPT. BRYANT: Madam Chair, | have nothing
further. And we are nore than willing to work with
M. R ch at Southside to resolve this matter to
everyone's satisfaction. Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RMAN DEAN.  Thank you, Dr. Bryant.

So this is what it |ooks |ike we have the
opportunity to do. M. Rich at Southside School wl|
get with Ms. Hyatt and Dr. Bryant to get the things
inwiting fromthe two parents that woul d be
enrolling in Mdland. So there's an opportunity for
the Board to vote to table this until that can be
resolved. It may be resolved today, it may be
resolved within the next couple of days. But if not,
it wll be on the agenda for August, which is the
second Thursday in August. |'mnot sure what day

that is -- let's see -- the 13th. Thank you. So
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that will be on the 13th. But | think all parties
are pretty confident that this can be resolved. So
it will be up to the Board -- actually, you have the
opportunity to decide to -- I'mlooking for the word

-- to drop your appeal -- thank you -- to decide to
wi t hdraw your appeal today, or you can allow the
Board -- if you drop your appeal today, they' |l get
this worked out and there won't be an issue. But --
maybe - -

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: One of the
superintendents is speaking fromthe audience; it's
i naudi bl e) .

CHAl RVAN DEAN:  Yes.

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: One of the
superintendents is speaking fromthe audience; it's
i naudi bl e) .

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  She's going to explain.

M5. HYATT: So not withdraw today, but table
today, if it's the pleasure of the Board; allow ne
and the school districts and the famly to work to
get it resolved, hopefully. If it is resolved, at
that point the parent can w thdraw.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

M5. HYATT: If it is not resolved, then you

woul d conme back in August and the Board woul d then
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vote on it then.

CHAI RMAN DEAN: Right. So what we have to do

today is it's up to the Board to vote whether to --
[ BRI EF MOMVENT OF S| LENCE]

MS. HYATT: No, | totally understand. It
happens to nme all the tine.

So, right now, the Board could vote to go ahead
and rule on the appeal. O the Board could vote,
like it did in the previous case --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:. Ri ght.

MS. HYATT: -- to table this until --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  To tabl e.

M5. HYATT: -- August --

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  That's the word | was | ooking
for.

MS. HYATT: -- and allow the districts and the
famly to work together to resolve it.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Right. You heard it from Ms.
Hyat t .

Ms. Newton, do you have a question?

MS. NEWION: | just have a notion, if you're
r eady.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. Any further questions or
di scussi on?

DR MOORE: I'Ill just say I"'malso inclined just
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to go ahead and take care of this here. To ne, it's
in the best interest and not wait on the wait-Ilist.
But | understand if others feel inclined to have that
process.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. Thank you, Dr. Mbore.

DR MOORE: GCkay. |If there are no further
guestions or discussion, Ms. Newton, you can go ahead
wi th your notion.

MS. NEWTON: | nove to table it and let the
parties see if they can work it out.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  So we have a notion --

M5. NEWION: [inaudi bl e, sound breaking up]

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  I'm sorry; you broke up. But
you said a notion to table. GCkay -- by Ms. New on.

M5. NEWION: Yes.

DR HILL: Second. Second.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Seconded by Dr. HIl.

W will take a roll-call vote.

SECRETARY KEY: On the notion to table itemA-5
-- Dr. Mbore.

DR, MOORE: No.

SECRETARY KEY: M. Sutton.

MR. SUTTON:  Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. McFetri dge.

M5. MCFETRI DGE:  Yes.
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SECRETARY KEY: Ms. Wods.

M5. WOCODS:  Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. Newt on.

M5. NEWION: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: Dr. Hill.

DR HILL: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY: M. WIIiamson, have you
rej oi ned us?

[ MOVENT OF Sl LENCE]

SECRETARY KEY: Ckay. Six yea's, one nay.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  So notion passes to table -- to
table until further notice. As Ms. Hyatt said,
they' Il be working together to see if they can get
that all resolved -- and if not, then we will see you
back in August. But hopefully this will all be
resol ved. Thank you so much for [inaudible, sound

cuts out].

RECONSI DERATI ON: SCHOOL CHO CE APPEAL FOR COOPER ESTEP

CHAI RVAN DEAN: COkay. We've got one |ast one
and that is Cooper Estep fromlast --

MS. HYATT: Yeah.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  -- two weeks ago.

MS. HYATT: So this oneis alittle bit
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different. This is the appeal from-- for Cooper
Estep that last nonth -- I'msorry --

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Dr. Hill, can you nute pl ease
real quickly? Thank you

MS. HYATT: The Board voted -- the original
appeal failed for a lack of a notion, and then |ater
the Board voted to reconsider this appeal; so that is
why it is before you again today. The child's nane
i s Cooper Estep. The resident district is Quy-
Perkins; the nonresident district is Geenbrier. The
famly -- | see them and | know nomis Sanmantha, and
| haven't net dad yet, so he'll have to introduce
hi nsel f when he starts tal king.

We don't have to have another full hearing since
this is just a reconsideration. You'll just need to
engage in any additional discussion, ask the parents
questions, ask the district questions, however you
want to do it -- but you don't have to have anot her
full hearing. And because the appeal failed for |ack
of a notion you don't have to rescind any prior
action; you can just make the notion as you see fit.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. Thank you, Ms. Hyatt.

Conmi ssi oner Key.

SECRETARY KEY: And do they retain their sworn

status fromthe previous neeting? Yes?
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M5. HYATT: You stunped ne on that one. |'m
going to say please swear themin again just for --
just to make sure.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

MS. HYATT: But | will definitely look into
that, Secretary Key, for next tine.

CHAl RMAN DEAN: Ckay. Let's see. M. and Ms.
Estep and, let's see, G eenbrier and Guy-Perkins, if
you woul d rai se your right hand. Do you swear or
affirmthat the testinony you' re about to give shal
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RVMAN DEAN:  All right. So we don't have to

go through the procedures, but it is open for

questions and discussion. So, do we have anyone with

questi ons?
MR ESTEP: 1'd just like to thank the Board for
hearing our case again. |'m Andrew Estep; |'m

Cooper's father. Samantha was there two weeks ago,
when Cooper got denied. Any parent, | think, is
going to fight for their child to have the best
education, you know, and if we didn't do that I

woul dn't feel right. Cooper has never attended CGuy-

Perkins, and so he has always went to G eenbrier his
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whole life. Geenbrier is -- got a "A" rating and
@Quy has a "C." So this year, when he was pulled out
of 2nd grade -- because we built our house just about

20-foot over the school district Iine here he got

pul | ed out, so we decided to honme-school. | think it
wor ked out well. But he's ready to get back into
school. He's ready to get back to Greenbrier.

That's where he wants to go to school, and that's
where we want himin school at.

So it's just -- he was the first one on the |ist
that got the denial letter. And then when our
nei ghbor cane down the road and they were approved,
and everybody el se afterwards was approved, we
deci ded to maybe put in a request to be heard again.

CHAI RVMAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. Estep. You
definitely -- | can definitely understand, you know,
as a parent what all you will do to make sure your
child gets what you believe is the best for themin
every situation. So, thank you for continuing to
advocate for your child.

Dr. Fisher or M. Spainhour, does anyone el se
have anything to add? Thank y'all for joining us
t oday.

SUPT. SPAINHOUR [ no sound]

CHAI RMAN DEAN. | cannot hear you, M.
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SUPT. FISHER \Wile he's working with that --
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.
SUPT. FISHER. Can you hear ne, Madam Chair?
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes, Dr. Fisher. Go ahead.

89

SUPT. FISHER And | do apol ogi ze, Board; I'min

a place that has lowinternet, so |'mgoing to hope |
don't drop the line here --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

SUPT. FISHER -- like Dr. Bryant. But | do --
since the parent made a statenent, 1'd like to
request a statenment as well.

| want to, first of all, thank you guys for the
opportunity to represent our district again in this
hearing. And | want to reassure the Estep famly
that we would | ove to have Cooper at our school and
attend his resident district. W have a T-Bird
Acadeny this year, we have a great 3rd grade teacher
and we're in the process of becom ng a School s of
| nnovation. So we're really excited about that.

| want to reiterate that we have net the 3% cap
for allowable school choice transfers for 20-21, and
| appreciate Ms. Hyatt for |ooking at the data

concerning that 3% cap. And | think that's going to
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be inportant as we nove forward in these

consi derations, because precedents are being set.

And | know the Board is in a rock-and-a-hard-pl ace
havi ng to nake deci si ons because you have no criteria
in the law or the rul es about what shoul d gui de you
in making those decisions. So | knowit's a very,
very tough decision for you.

Qur net loss of students to date by the State
Board's decision to grant these school choice appeals
above the 3%cap is now six. Potentially, this would
make it the seventh. And we will be witing for our
wai ver because we have fallen bel ow 350 students.

| would be -- I would caution us not to think of
students who haven't attended our district as
students that we never had or never have that doesn't
play into the scenario. It actually does. Wen we
graduate a class, like this year, of 28 students, and
we have a class of 22 students who conme in as
ki ndergartners, and we have the natural attrition of
| osi ng students who nove away and those houses becone
vacant and people nove into those and assune those
houses, we need to be very clear about thinking that
we do have that loss. This is not, hey, they didn't
attend; this is now we have -- because of the way

we' re funded we | ose an opportunity to have students
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in a house that could attend our school district. So
| wanted to make that point that it is a |oss for us,
and this year to the tune of about $49,000. |If you
mul tiply that out based on the nunmber of years those
students could attend, roughly in the neighborhood of
$500, 000 across the years that they woul d' ve been in
our school .

Again, the state statute is sonmewhat vague in
the responsibility and the criteria that should be
used in this decision, so | would certainly ask that
you take these things into consideration. W are
funded based on your decision and it's vital that we
continue to have the opportunity to enroll those
students who are eligible in our district.

Thank you for your time and | appreciate the
opportunity to speak with you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone. Thank you, Dr.
Fi sher.

Al right. M. Spainhour.

MR. SPAI NHOUR: [ no sound]

CHAl RVAN DEAN. W still can't hear you. Your
mc is not picking you up, for sonme reason. | don't
know why. Because for a second | could hear you when
you first cane on, and then the sound went out. So |

don't know if there's a way to raise the volune on
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your mc or --

SECRETARY KEY: M. Spainhour, | think you m ght
have to log off and | og back on. Did you do that
t 00?

SUPT. SPAI NHOUR:  (Noddi ng head up and down)

SECRETARY KEY: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Ckay. |Is there any way that you
could call in with your phone? GCkay, let's try that.

[ A MOVENT OF Sl LENCE]

MR, ESTEP: |If we've got a spare nmonent, |1'd
just like to clarify -- we didn't just nove into a
house; we actually built the house here. So it's not
like we took it froma different famly.

But | do want to thank you guys for hearing us
again. | know Cooper is excited to maybe get to go
back to school. W bought hima backpack the other
day, and so he's -- you know, the social welfare of
this child -- every one of his baseball friends are
in Geenbrier, everybody he knows goes to G eenbrier,
everybody in our nei ghborhood goes to Greenbrier --
and to pull himand place himinto a school that he
knows absol utely nobody woul d be hard on him And
that's where his kindergarten teacher was, that's
where his 1lst grade teacher was, it's where he

started the 2nd grade, and hopefully he can start 3rd
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grade. So, thank you.
CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. Estep.
As we stated before -- | think M. Spainhour is

calling in now But as we stated before, we take
each one of these cases individually. And as you can
see fromtoday, they are quite varied in their -- the
different issues that concern each famly. So we
appreci ate each district doing their part and abiding
by their responsibilities to the law. And pl ease
understand and trust that the Board is taking al
things into consideration for what's best for each
case.

M. Geenbrier [sic], were you able to call in?

It |ooks like he's dialing in now.

| appreciate everyone's patience. It |ooks |ike
we may get done at a good decent tine today.

Do we need to try to take a 5-minute break and
see if we can get M. Spainhour on?

kay. Wiy don't we take a 5-mnute break and
see if we can get this technical issue worked out,
and then we'll be right back to get this case cl osed.
Thank you.

(BREAK: 11:58 a.m - 12:07 p.m)

CHAI RMAN DEAN.  Ckay. Well, we'll get started

again. | believe it was Quy-Perkins, M. Spainhour.
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SUPT. SPAINHOUR Right. Yeah. Scott Spainhour
from G eenbrier Schools. Just want to apol ogi ze for
the technical problens there. But just wanted to say
that, you know, we have room and we woul d | ove
not hing nore than to support the Estep famly at
Geenbrier. | know kind of the area where they live
and it is a mxed-up situation, and | certainly can
under stand where they're comng fromon that. | do
remenber vaguely when they got the call about having
to |l eave during the mddle of the year, after
buil ding their home, and that was a very difficult
thing for themto have had to do.

But | just want to know -- just want everybody
to know that we will take him love him and help him
to grow as best we can. | think it's inportant for
parents to be able to nmake deci sions about where
their kids go to school. | mean | understand the 3%
rule and why it was instituted back in 2013. |
probably think it's time to take a look at that rule
again. But neverthel ess, you know, we have space and
woul d | ove to have themand will certainly do what
the State Board wants us to do. Thank you.

CHAI RVMAN DEAN:  Thank you, M. Spai nhour.

Do we have any nore questions or discussion from

t he Boar d?
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[ f not, then |

MS. WOODS:

Since |

wel cone a noti on.

made the notion |ast tine,

wi Il nmove again that we accept the appeal.

CHAlI RVAN DEAN

Wods to grant the appea

| have a notion by Ms. Adrienne

for Cooper Estep.

Do | have a second?

DR. MOCRE
M5. McFETRI DGE
CHAI RVAN DEAN
Let's do a rol
SECRETARY KEY:

appeal -- Dr. Moore.

Second.

"Il second.
Seconded by Dr. Moore.
-call.

On the notion to grant the

DR. MOORE: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY:

M. Sutton.

MR SUTTON: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY:
M5. McFETRI DGE
SECRETARY KEY:

Ms. McFetridge.
Yes.

Ms. Wbods.

MS. WOODS: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY:

Ms. Newt on.

M5. NEWTON: Yes.

SECRETARY KEY:
M5. CHAMBERS:
SECRETARY KEY:

Ms. Chanbers.
Yes.

Dr. HII.

DR HI LL:

[ 1 naudi bl e]
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CHAl RVAN DEAN: W can't hear you, Dr. Hill.
You' re mnut ed.

DR HILL: Yes.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Thank you.

SECRETARY KEY: M. WIlliamson is -- did not
rejoin us.

kay. That's seven yea's, zero nay's.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Seven yea's, zero nay's --
notion passes. Congratul ations, Cooper and M. and
Ms. Estep. Thank you.

MRS. ESTEP: Thank y'all

MR. ESTEP: Thank you so mnuch.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone. Thank y'all for
joining us today.

And thank you, M. Spainhour, and -- |'m having
a nonent --

SECRETARY KEY: Dr. Fisher

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Dr. Fisher. Thank you

Thank you, Dr. Fisher, for joining us today. W
appreci ate you.

All right. So that concludes all of our school

choi ce appeal s.

(The Action Agenda was concluded at 12:11 p.m)
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