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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  As we go through the Action
Agenda itenms and on the rules, we will take each one
individually. 1f you have questions, Legal will cone
and answer those. If you don't have questions, then
we will hear a notion; and in that notion be sure and
say | nove for approval of the notion pending
Governor's review.

Ckay. Everybody good on that?

Al right. Here we go. W have a marathon.

A-1: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COVMENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG FEDERAL PROGRAM COVPLAI NT RESOLUTI ON

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Jennifer, the first one --
several are yours, so be on alert.

Consi deration of Release for Public Comment of
t he Rul es Governing Federal Program Conpl ai nt
Resol ution, changes that were nade to incorporate the
new nanmes of Title Progranms under ESSA. The Division
of Elenentary and Secondary Education respectively
[sic] requests that these rules be approved for
rel ease for public coment, pending Governor's
revi ew

MS. DEDVAN. | beg your pardon, Madam Chair.
noticed that there are two itens on the agenda that

shoul d have been pulled: itens Nunber 7 and 8.
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ch, that's perfectly fine with
us. Wiich are they?

MS. DEDMAN:  They're the rul es governing
Enrol I ment of Students of Mlitary Famlies and the
repeal of the rules governing Mlitary Student
Enrol | nent.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. So that's Nunmber 77

MS. DEDVMAN:  And | believe Nunber 8, if |I'mnot
m st aken.

CHAI RMAN ZOCOK:  Nunmber 8. Ckay.

MS. DEDMAN:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Unh-huh. No problem

Does anyone have any questions of Legal on Item
Nunber 17

There being none, do |I hear a notion?

MS. NEWION: Move to approve pending Governor's
approval .

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: | have a notion by Ms. New on.

A second by --

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK: -- Ms. Dean.

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Al l opposed?

Mot i on passes.
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A-2: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG PARENTAL | NVOLVEMENT PLANS AND FAM LY AND COVMUNI TY
ENGAGEMENT
CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Next is Parental Involvenent.
|'mnot going to read the whole thing every tine;
it's in front of you. It's on the agenda for the
publi c.
Do any of you have questions relative to this
itenf
There being none, do I have a notion?
MR. PEKRON: Mdtion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: | have a notion by M. Pekron.
MS. CHAMBERS: Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Second by Ms. Chanbers.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-3: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG CONSOLI DATI ON OR ANNEXATI ON OF PUBLI C SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS
CHAI RVAN ZOOK: Nunber 3, Consideration for
Rel ease of Comment Public of the Rules Governing

Consol i dati on or Annexation of Public School
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Districts. This is not relative to those things
we're talking about in Little Rock; this is for other
things |like declining enrollnent, those kinds of
t hi ngs.

Are there any questions for Legal on this iten®

There being none, do | have a notion?

MR. PEKRON. Motion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Motion by M. Pekron

MS. NEWION:  Second.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Second by Ms. Newt on.

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-4: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COVMENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG CREATI ON OF PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CTS BY DETACHVENT

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Item 4, Create Districts by
Detachment. Do we have any questions on this itenf

Do | have a notion?

MS. MFETRIDGE: Mdtion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .

CHAI RVAN ZOCK:  Motion by Ms. MFetridge.
Second by --

MR, PEKRON:  Second.

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- September 13, 2019

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  -- M. Pekron.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Motion -- opposed?

Mot i on passes.

CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG REQUI RED TRAI NI NG FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

CHAl RMAN ZOOK: Item 5, Consideration for

Required Training of School Board Menbers.

MS. NEWION:  Just a quick comment -- | was gl ad
to see the -- howto read an audit report put in
there. | think that will be very helpful. In fact,

| think in some of the things that we had done before
| would ve liked to have had that training.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Anot her board nenber had
mentioned to me the training.

M5. NEWION: Yeah, yeah.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  You know, so --

M5. NEWION: That woul d' ve been hel pful.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: | think the orientation -- but
it mght can incorporate sone of these kinds of
t hi ngs --

MS. NEWION:  Yeah.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: -- woul d be hel pful.

Any questions of Legal ?
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There being none, do | have a notion?

M5. DEAN. Mbdtion to approve pendi ng Governor's
approval .

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Motion by Ms. Dean.

Second?

MS. McFETRIDGE: Second.

CHAl RMAN ZOOK: By Ms. MFetridge.

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-6: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG SCHOOL CHO CE

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Next is School Choice. Any
questi ons?

Bei ng none, do | have a notion?

MR. PEKRON: Mdtion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Motion by M. Pekron.

Second by --

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAI RVMAN ZOOK:  -- Ms. Dean

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
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Ther e bei ng none, notion passes.
kay. Now let's see if | -- this is where | got
off track when | was reading these. Nunber 9 -- 7
and 8, is that correct? Ckay.
A-9: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMMENT: REPEAL OF
ADE RULES GOVERNI NG THE SCHOOL CHO CE ACT OF 2015
CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Number 9 is Rules of School
Choice Act of -- okay, all right, I'mback on track
now. Any questions on this iten?
There being none, do I have a notion?
MS. DEAN: Move to approve pending Governor's
approval .
DR HILL: Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Mdtion by Ms. Dean, second hy
M. Pekron. Any coments --
MR PEKRON:. Dr. HII.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Oh, I'msorry. Dr. HIl. |
didn't |ook; I was just guessing.
Motion by Ms. Dean, second by Dr. Hill.
Dol -- all in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-10: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COVMENT: REPEAL OF
DESE RULES GOVERNI NG OPPORTUNI TY SCHOOL CHO CE
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Then the next one is the Repea
of Qpportunity School Choice rules, nunmber 10. Any
questi ons?

Do | have a notion?

MS. CHAMBERS: Mbve to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Moved by Ms. Chanbers.

Second by --

MR, PEKRON: Second.

CHAI RMAN ZOCOK: That was M. Pekron. Ckay.
Second by M. Pekron.

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?

Mot i on passes.

A-11: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG DI STANCE AND DI G TAL LEARNI NG

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Distance Digital, nunmber 11

| have a comment on this. | think it's terrific
that we are trying our best, as we nove to nore
student -focused restorative justice, trying to help
ki ds who maybe made bad deci sions; that we've giving
t hem an opportunity in out-of-school suspension and
-- or if they're expelled to still -- if the student

will step up and do it, then we will provide the
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opportunity.

kay. Do | have a notion?

MS. MFETRIDGE: Mdtion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .

CHAI RVAN ZOCOK:  Motion by Ms. MFetridge.

Second?

MR, PEKRON:  Second.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: By M. Pekron.

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-12: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMMENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG COURSE CREDI T AND GRADI NG

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  The next is Course Credit and
Grading. Any questions?

Do | have a notion?

MR. PEKRON. Motion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .

DR HILL: Second.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Motion by M. Pekron, second by
Dr. Hill.

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
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A-13: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COVMENT: REPEAL OF
ADE RULES GOVERNI NG UNI FORM GRADI NG SCALES
CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  And then nunber 13 is to repeal.
Any questions?
Do | have a notion?
M5. DEAN. Move to approve pendi ng Governor's
approval .
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Motion by Ms. Dean.
Second by --
MS. CHAMBERS: Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  -- Ms. Chanbers.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
A-14: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: REPEAL OF
ADE RULES GOVERNI NG CONCURRENT CREDI T
CHAI RMAN ZOCK: 14 is the repeal of concurrent
credit rules. Any questions, conments?
Do | have a notion?
M5. CHAMBERS: Move to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .
MS. NEWION:  Second.
CHAI RVAN ZOCOK:  Moved by Ms. Chanbers, second by
Ms. Newt on.

Al those in favor?
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( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-15: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: REPEAL OF
ADE RULES GOVERNI NG ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND THE | NTERNATI ONAL
BACCALAUREATE | NCENTI VE PROGRAM
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Nunber 15 is the repeal of the
former AP rules. Let ne get -- let ne catch up here.
Any questions, conments?
Do | have a notion?
MR. PEKRON: Mdtion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Mdtion by M. Pekron.
Second by --
MS. CHAMBERS: Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  -- Ms. Chanbers.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
Motion carries.
A-16: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG | NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: I nstructional Materials.
| have no questions, no comments.

Mot i on?
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A-17:

M5. DEAN. Move to approve pendi ng Governor's
approval .

CHAI RMAN ZOCK: | have a notion by Ms. Dean.

MR. PEKRON:  Second.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Second by M. Pekron

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Mdtion -- opposed?
Motion carries.

Then this is where | junped around.

GOVERNI NG THE ARKANSAS EDUCATI ONAL SUPPORT AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY

ACT

15

CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMMENT: DESE RULES

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. The next is -- okay, "the

big guy" is what | call this one. This replaces al
of our former governings and rules on a | ot of
different areas and is very inportant and critica
for the schools -- the rules governing Arkansas
Educati onal Support and Accountability.

Do | have any questions or conments?

Ckay. | do have sone.

| wanted to point out that the thing that we

have been referring to in the past as NSLA dollars --

or NSL dollars are the things that -- it's now called

t he Enhanced Student Achievenment. And the purpose of

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
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this is to narrow the achi evenent gap, which some
districts are doing and others maybe not so nuch; so
we, you know, really want themto focus on that. At
5.07 it says 3 to 12 assessed, so that was a little
confusing to me because | know we do different Kkinds
of testing K-2; | know we do Aspire 3-10; | know we
do ACT in 11th. | wasn't aware of any tests that
were given, unless it's the career test, in 12th

gr ade.

MS. SALAS-FORD: There is sonmeone from
Assessnment here who maybe coul d better answer that
than | coul d.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: | apol ogi ze for not contacting
y'all ahead with ny questions, but there were so many
MS. SALAS-FORD: Yeah. No, we understand.

That's fine.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: | didn't want to call you at
2:00 in the norning, so y'all can be happy about
t hat .

M5. SMTH | was ready for every rule you gave
except this one.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  |'m sorry.

M5. SMTH. No, you're good. So what was the

speci fic question?
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK: It says 3-8 [sic] assessed, and
| don't -- | couldn't recall, unless we're talking
about when they take that credential for career test
in 12th grade or 11th grade. | wasn't sure why it
said 3-12.

M5. SMTH  Ckay. So you are correct; we don't
have a state assessnent in grade 12. | want to say
maybe that this was a previous statenment that had
al ways been inclusive of grade 12.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Just in case we decided to.
Ckay.

UNKNOWN LADY IN THE AUDI ENCE: (i naudi bl e, not
at the m crophone)

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. Do you want to repeat
what she said or you want --

M5. SMTH  Civics assessnent.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.

MS. SMTH  Mdst students take it well before
grade 12, but they could take it their senior year.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. That answers that.

And then 8.05, | think the part that | focused
inon is that in keeping with our stakehol der
i nvol verent it says that the inprovenment plans yearly
i nvol ve stakeholders. And | hope our school

districts wll really focus on that, because Ms. Dean

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
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and Dr. H Il and KimWight and that conmttee did
lots of work and that's all been rolled out. Aml
correct that -- in understanding what that says?

MS. SALAS-FORD: Yes. And that is an existing
requi rement from Act 930 of 2017 that, yes, the
school district engage stakehol ders when they're
devel oping their plan of support for their schools,
and the school -1 evel support plan as well.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Okay. And then 8.10.1, it talks
about the State's responsibility in plans for Level
5. Is that the same as exit criteria or is it in
addition to?

M5. SALAS-FORD: |I'msorry; tell nme which nunber
agai n.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: 8. 10.1.

MS. SALAS-FORD: Yes. That would be the plan
that's devel oped in conjunction with the district,
detailing the | evels of support that we wll provide
in order to help the district neet its exit criteria.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. And | think that's all
have.

Anyone el se have anyt hing?

Dr. Mbore.

DR. MOORE: Yes. | was either going to ask here

or on the reading, for Stacy. That district literacy

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
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pl an, can you speak to that a little bit? And is it
in code that it has to be a district plan versus a
school plan? Yeah, just a little bit nore around
t hat .

MS. SALAS-FORD: It is in code -- | can answer
that part -- that it be a district plan, but --

M5. SMTH So the literacy plan is a part of
t he school |evel inprovenent plan that is submtted
at the district level, and then the district support
pl ans are in response to the school level plans. So
the literacy plans for -- each school in their school
i nprovenent plan has to have a literacy conponent
t hat addresses the professional devel opnent and it
addresses the curriculumthat they use at their |ocal
school s.

DR MOORE: Ckay. And so then that will be
incorporated into their district plan?

M5. SMTH Right. And the district support
pl an then shoul d address the needs of the school
| evel pl ans.

DR MOORE: Ckay. WII y'all be --

MS. SMTH  Plus curricul um

DR MOORE: WII| your unit be |ooking at these
literacy plans in all districts or in districts in

certain levels of support, or what will that | ook

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
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A-18:

20

li ke?

M5. COFFMAN.  So we have a district support team
put together that has a person that -- from Stacy's
t eam and sone people fromny team and we're going
t hrough those school inprovenent plans and then
di strict support plans. They're out on the road
today; they're out on the road doing trainings wth
school districts to nake sure that they're all clear
about what is required in there. And then they'|ll be
providing followup to any district or school that
doesn't neet the expectation.

DR MOORE: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Anyt hi ng el se?

DR. MOORE: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Do | have a notion?

MS. NEWION: Move to approve pending Governor's
approval .

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Motion by Ms. New on.

MS. McFETRIDGE:  Second.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Second by Ms. McFetridge.

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?

Mot i on passes.

CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMMVENT: DESE RULES
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GOVERNI NG TEST SECURI TY, TESTI NG VI OLATI ONS, AND ALLECGED
TESTI NG | MPROPRI ETI ES
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: 18 is test security and test
vi ol ati ons and tanperi ng.
| think the thing that -- you know, we have over
time had several PLSB cases cone before us on the
Consent Agenda where this was an issue. So I'mgl ad
that it's there, it's clear; people can refer to it,
and they understand the responsibility.
Any ot her questions or conments?
Seei ng none, do | have a notion?
M5. DEAN. Move to approve pendi ng Governor's
approval .
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: | have a notion by M. Dean.
Second?
MS. CHAMBERS: Second.
CHAI RVAN ZOOK: By Ms. Chanbers.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-19: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COVMENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG STUDENT SPECI AL NEEDS FUNDI NG
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Let's see. Ckay, 19, rules

governi ng speci al needs funding. Do we have any
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comments or concerns?
Do | have a notion?
MS. CHAMBERS: Mbve to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .
CHAI RVAN ZOCK:  Moved by Ms. Chanbers.
Second by --
MR, PEKRON:  Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  -- M. Pekron.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.
CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES

GOVERNI NG THE SUCCEED SCHOLARSH P

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Rul es governing Succeed
Schol ar shi ps.

Ckay, | do. She knew | would. And I'msorry |
didn't note the specific on this. But it says that a
child can be eligible if the superintendent okays,
whet her they were previously in a traditional public
school or not. kay, that's been in the rules.

MS. SALAS-FORD: Yes, that was a -- well, it
wasn't in the rules but it was added to the law in
2017. We're just behind in updating the rules.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  And then it goes on to say that
an |EP or ISP has to be witten by the district who
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has never had the child; so that's troubling for ne.
Can you help ne wal k through that?

MS. SALAS-FORD: So it is standard practice
under I DEA that if a student in a private school
wi shes to receive services fromthe public school
t he public school will develop a service plan, an | SP
for that student --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ri ght.

MS. SALAS-FORD: -- detailing the services.
They woul d not typically be devel oping an | EP unl ess
they actually placed the child in the private school
in order to receive that. And, again, this was just
an attenpt to marry the |laws that have been passed
which did extend the eligibility criteria to include
t he service plan, but know ng that under IDEA it has
to be devel oped by the public school.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: COkay. So this gets nme a step
further. Since the public school --

MS. SALAS- FORD:  Un- huh.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  And | think there's been
confusion out there about is it the public school in
whi ch the private school is located or the public
school in which the student's parents live, their
resident district.

M5. SALAS-FORD: It's the public school in which
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the private school is |ocated.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. And then since the
traditional public school is not spending any noney
on the Succeed Scholarship -- that's state noney -- |
don't understand why the resident district has to
develop an IEP or ISP for a student they've never
seen and for whomthey' re spending no noney.

MS. SALAS-FORD: So it wouldn't be the resident
district; it would be the district where the private
school is |ocated.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.

M5. SALAS- FORD: Under federal |aw, they have to
spend a proportionate share of funds on providing
services to honme-school and private school students.
And so in order to do that they are supposed to have
consultation neetings with the different schools and
parents, determ ne what services they're going to
provide. And then again they develop a service plan
for each student, not necessarily based on the needs
of that student but based on what the public school
district is wlling to provide, and then which the
parent is choosing to receive for their child. So a
student m ght actually need speech and occupati ona
t herapy, but if the public school district is only

of fering speech that's the only service that that
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child woul d even be eligible to receive.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  So it's not a full plan?

M5. SALAS-FORD: Correct.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  It's just a plan focused on
t hat ?

M5. SALAS-FORD: Correct. Again, it's not
focused on what that child needs; it's focused on
what the district is wlling to provide.

CHAI RVMAN ZOOK:  Okay. And it's not necessarily
what they will provide; it's just what they woul d be
wlling to?

M5. SALAS- FORD: Correct.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. So | think there -- and
is there another rule somewhere that speaks to the
fact of children who are benefitting fromthe Succeed
Schol arshi p, they've never been in the public school,
they will be receiving no service from-- where can
find out what the district's financial responsibility
iIs? Is it in addition to Succeed or to fill out the
Succeed or the difference between what it woul d' ve
cost had they sent a speech therapist over there?
nmean, can you help ne with that?

MS. SALAS-FORD: Yeah. So in our special
education rules there is a section that specifically

tal ks about private school proportionate share and
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districts' obligation to provide services to private

school students. | can't tell you the exact section

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  \Wel |, that's okay.
MS. SALAS-FORD: -- nunber, but | can send it to

you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  No, that's okay.
M5. SALAS-FORD: But that does lay it all out --

all of that out in there and, again, there is a
formula in the federal regulations that actually
tells a district how to determ ne the amount of

noney. And it's, again, too conplicated for me to
explain but it has to do with the nunber of students
in the public school, it has to do with the nunber of
students in the school district, even including
private school; and then there's, you know, fractions

and percentages and things.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Ri ght .
M5. SALAS-FORD: And then once they arrive at

t hat anount of nobney, again, the district has ful
control over saying how they are going to spend that

noney.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.
M5. SALAS-FORD: And to kind of answer your

ot her question, it doesn't necessarily take into
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account costs of providing the services; only to the
extent that when the district is determ ning what
it's going to provide they, of course, internally
woul d say, "Well, we know this is how nmuch a speech
pat hol ogi st is going to cost us; we have to expend X;
therefore, we can provide Y hours for that cost," and
they only have to provide up until that anmount is
spent. So if they spend all of their funding in the
first six nmonths of school they are not obligated to
continue to provide services the rest of the year.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  So they can either provide the
noney or they can send |ike a speech therapist over
there X days -- nunber of days a week to do that?

M5. SALAS- FORD: Correct.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK: | think this is where the
confusi on came from sonme parents not knowi ng who to
talk to, not knowi ng which -- is it resident of the
school they're in or resident of where | live or --
anyway, so | think that now that we have this and you
have a really good grasp and understandi ng and
explain it in ternms where those of us non-attorneys
can understand, | think that will be very hel pful.

MS. SALAS- FORD: Yeah. And --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  So thank you for your work on
t his.
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MS. SALAS-FORD: Yeah. | think sone of the
confusion came wth private schools who had not
previously worked with the public school districts
al so not understanding. So we've nade sure that they
are comuni cating with the public school district to
-- they all know what their obligations are so that
they can jointly comunicate with parents as to who's
responsi ble for that.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Right. And | think sonme of the
fam|lies who had advocated to the | egislatures who
passed this |law were thinking they just wanted --
because the private school was doing an ISP, they
were thinking this. And then they realized, no, we
have to -- | don't want to use the word "junp through

hoops;" they had to understand the steps.

M5. SALAS-FORD: Correct.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  And it was new --

M5. SALAS- FORD:  Yes.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: -- and the law took effect July
24t h, but the rules hadn't been fleshed out yet. So,
you know, | think that now we can comunicate with
the districts, comunicate with the parents,
comunicate with the private schools, and | think

it'll go nore snoothly now.

MS. SALAS-FORD: Correct. There was sone
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m sunder st andi ng, that just because a private school
devel ops sonething and calls it an | SP doesn't nean
legally it is an | SP.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay, thank you.

MS. SALAS- FORD:  Un- huh.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Any ot her questions or comments
t here?

DR MOORE: | have two.

CHAl RMAN ZOOK:  Dr. Mbore.

DR MOORE: So first is the State Board's
i nvol verent. W get invol ved when a student
transfers only?

M5. SALAS- FORD: Correct.

DR MOORE: Is that in statute?

MS. SALAS-FORD: No, it's not. And so actually
we -- that is one of the proposed changes --

DR MOORE: Ckay.

MS. SALAS-FORD: -- that we nmade so that
transfers would not even have to come to you as the
board --

DR MOORE: Ckay.

MS. SALAS-FORD: -- that we could handl e those
internally, again, just because of the routine nature
of them

DR MOORE: Right. Well, tone it didn't make
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sense that if we didn't approve it the onset --

M5. SALAS-FORD: Right.

DR. MOORE: That makes sense.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  And if we -- it says "shal
approve," as opposed to "nmay."

M5. SALAS-FORD: Right.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: So it really wasn't even up for
di scussi on.

M5. SALAS- FORD: Right.

DR MOORE: The other was -- and | think this is
in statute, but I wanted to check -- the eligible
private school has to send a | ot of information now?

M5. SALAS- FORD:  Yes.

DR. MOORE: One of which, it says, the testing
and their test results. |Is that each student in the
school's test results or just those that are doing
t he Succeed?

M5. SALAS-FORD: Just those that are receiving
t he Succeed Schol arshi p.

DR MOORE: Ckay.

MS. SALAS-FORD: Yes. And that is in statute
and we will be working with different entities on
coll ecting that and maki ng sure everything remains
secure and confidential .

DR. MOORE: Ckay. Thank you.
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Anyt hi ng el se?
Seei ng none, do | have a notion?

MS. DEAN: Mdtion to approve pending Governor's

approval .

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Moved by Ms. Dean.
Second?
MR, PEKRON:  Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: By M. Pekron.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?
Bei ng none, notion passes.

Now | et me get back on track here.

31

A-21: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES

GOVERNI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CT REQUI REMENTS FOR PERSONNEL PQOLI CI ES,

SALARY SCHEDULES, M NI MUM SALARI ES, AND DOCUMENTS POSTED TO

DI STRI CT

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Ckay. Requirenents for

personnel policies, salaries, et cetera, number 21.

Any questions or coments?

Seei ng none, do | have a notion?

MS. CHAMBERS: Mbve to approve pendi ng

Governor's approval .

MR PEKRON: Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Motion by Ms. Chambers, second
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by M. Pekron.
Any -- oh, all in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-22: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMMVENT: (NEW DESE
RULES GOVERNI NG DATA REPORTI NG, THE ARKANSAS PUBLI C SCHOOL
COVPUTER NETWORK, AND | NFORVATI ON SYSTEMS, AND FOUR REPEALS
CHAI RVMAN ZOOK:  Number 22, Public School
Conputer Network and Information Systens. Questions,
comment s?
Mot i on?
MR. PEKRON. Motion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .
CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Motion by M. Pekron.
Second?
MS. CHAMBERS: Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: By Ms. Chanbers.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-23: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG SCHOCOLS OF | NNOVATI ON
CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Next is Schools of Innovation.
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Questions?
Dr. Moore.
DR MOORE: Yeah, | do want to make a coment on

this. So Schools of Innovation, we don't really play
-- we don't play arole in as a state board; correct?

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: That's correct. | think it goes
straight to the Secretary and he works with -- he and
his senior teamwork with the person making the
application. | don't think we even see the
application, do we?

SECRETARY KEY: No.

DR. MOORE: No? |Is there sonme way we coul d get
an annual report or a report as those are applied?
Because | feel like | keep -- you know, not that we
have to know, but it would be hel pful to understand
what's going on with these schools, how are they
different fromdistrict conversion charters, and that
kind of thing, just so we have a better picture of
what's going on in the state.

SECRETARY KEY: Yeah, we can; |'d be happy to
provi de an update on that. | nean we have a regul ar
-- | mean we keep a lot of information about them
So that would be under Stacy Smith's unit, and we'd
be glad to put that together.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Yeah, it woul d be hel pful
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because | think when we think of innovation -- you
know, because |like the first one was the one that's a
whol e building in Springdale. And so when we hear
"innovation," we've got to understand there's a | ot

of different kinds of innovation that doesn't involve
a shiny new building and a | ot of noney.

DR. MOORE: Right. There's other -- you know,
and when we tal k about charter schools, the idea that
they are in front of the Charter Authorizing Pane
quite frequently and that if they are not follow ng
their contract it can be revoked. |Is there any
mechanism-- there is a mechanismfor y'all to revoke
School s of | nnovation?

SECRETARY KEY: Yes.

DR MOORE: Are y'all doing sone sort of annual
progress reports?

SECRETARY KEY: W are. And if y'all wouldn't

mnd, |'d be happy to let Stacy cone and explain nore
of that process, because it has changed recently.
W' ve gone nore fromwhere you start out getting the
School of Innovation designation to one where you
work your way to achieving that designation. So, if
Stacy could --

M5. SMTH  Yeah, and that's part of the reason

why you're seeing these rules and sone | egislative
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changes. Oiginally, a school would submt an
application for a School of Innovation and if they
passed the application phase they were designated
and, you know, everybody put the signs up, and you
were never guaranteed that they actually foll owed

t hrough and, you know, nmet the level of their
application. So in this process we actually go

t hrough -- we've extended even the tineline of going
t hrough an application process. It takes about a
year and they have to show evi dence of having
comunity nmeetings. | mean there is a process for
the application; they have to -- there's group
neetings, there's comunity neetings, there's an
application phase, there's feedback. | mean there is
a process. Once they are approved for a School of

| nnovation application, it's just the application
that's approved; they're not designated at this
point. Ckay? So they are approved for the waivers
to start working towards neeting this designation of
a School of Innovation, and that's the change that
you're seeing in these rules. So where a |ot of
times -- | mean the group that works for School of

| nnovation -- we've actually created teans throughout
t he Agency that actually go and visit that school,

conduct interviews. There's been a couple of tines
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where once their application was approved we' ve done
site visits and asked questions and saw that they
were making growh towards their application, but
maybe they weren't ready to be designated. And so
we've given thema tineline that they have to
substantially show growth towards neeting what they
put in their application so that they' re designated.
And so it's generally taken about a year to two years
after an application is approved for themto be
formal |y designated, but that counts within their
years of designation. Does that hel p?

DR. MOORE: That does hel p.

When they're applying they can apply for al
wai vers, just like you could in 1240 or --

M5. SMTH  And we follow the same procedures
that a school would follow applying for a charter
It goes through our legal unit. Qur legal team
actual ly counsels and tal ks and pushes, "do you
really need that, do you not need that." Wen we go
t hrough the process of even approving an application
it is through a commttee at the Departnent from al
different, again, units, different divisions that go
t hrough that application part. They then nake
reconmendations. It then goes to Comm ssioner Key's

office, in which district |eaderships many tines wl|
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actually do Zoominterviews with the school, asking
guestions and clarifications on their applications
and what they're trying to -- you know, what their
intent is.

DR. MOORE:  Unh- huh.

M5. SMTH So it's a pretty thoughtful rigorous
process.

DR. MOORE: That's great. Thank you. And |
think it would be hel pful --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  And is it for a period of tine?

M5. SMTH A school designation, | believe it's
-- Is it five years? | have to go back through here;
it'sin the actual rules. | believe it's five years.
s it five?

SECRETARY KEY: That's right.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  After reading --

MS. SMTH And then they can reapply to be re-
desi gnat ed.

DR MOORE: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Any ot her comments or questions?

Do | have a notion?

DR. MOORE: Mdtion to approve pending Governor's
approval .

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Motion by Dr. -- sorry; | was
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listening. Gkay -- by Dr. Moore, second by M. Dean.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  All opposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-24: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: (NEW DESE
RULES GOVERNI NG THE RI GAT TO READ ACT
CHAI RMAN ZOOK: The next is the new Right to
Read rule, which is a very exciting rule to mne.
Any questions or comments there?
DR MOXORE: Yes. | would like Stacy or soneone
to speak a little bit on that, if you don't m nd.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: | think Ms. Hyatt was the

attorney. | don't know if you need questions from
her or -- maybe both of you come to the front just in
case.

MS. HYATT: Squeaky shoes, sorry.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  You never knew that until just
now, did you?

DR MOORE: And | didn't have a very specific
question. | just think this is such a big deal,
sonmething y'all have been working so hard on. And so
| wanted to hear some fromy'all on some of the
hi ghli ghts of what you see and how this will be

i mpl ement ed.
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M5. SMTH  So, first, it was hard. This --
these rules actually pulled fromseveral pieces of
| egislation regarding reading. It actually hits on
t he professional devel opnent requirenments for
proficiency and awareness. It actually outlines the
i censure pieces for what teachers have to do as far
as the awareness, and we had to work in conjunction
with licensure rules for that. W actually laid out
t he program eval uati ons and approvals that we will be
doing at the Departnent, beginning to review literacy
curriculummaterials and resources that school
districts may then purchase in the future for their
districts; so that kind of lays that out in Section
7. And then just the educator preparation prograns,
what their components are and what they have to have
in place to neet this |legislation, and then al so what
happens if you don't --

DR MOORE: Ckay.

M5. SMTH -- and the violations for not
neeting the requirenents for the Right to Read Act.

So this was really -- we are constantly getting
questions on what are the different requirenents for
| egi sl ati on because there are -- the pieces of
| egislation for Science of Reading have cone in two

di fferent sessions; and then you have dysl exia, which
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goes even further back. And so, for us, it was
trying to make it in one place for districts to see
and for us to even be able to point to and give
clarification and gui dance.

DR MOORE: That's helpful. As far as the
process that the teachers have to do, is that just
i censed teachers or even if you' re an Act 1240
t eacher?

MS. SMTH It's all. If you're enployed in a
position in K-6 you have to show proficiency, and in
t he other grades awareness. So it is based on your
enpl oynent as naned a teacher of record.

DR. MOORE: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  And it includes special ed. as
well; right?

M5. SMTH  Yes, special education for
proficiency.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Does it include special ed. in
K-12 or just K-67

M5. SMTH  Yes, K-12.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Okay, | thought that's what |
remenber ed.

DR. MOORE: Thank you. Thank y'all for all your
hard work on this.

M5. SMTH: You're wel cone.
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Do y'all want to go ahead -- oh,
she just -- okay.
Do | have a notion on nunber 247
MS. NEWTON:  Motion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .
DR MOORE: Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Motion by Ms. Newton, second by
Dr. Moore.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-25: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: (NEW DESE
RULES GOVERNI NG ACT 1240 WAl VERS
CHAI RVAN ZOOK: 1240 wai vers.
M5. NEWION: Just a comment. | was glad to

finally see some rules on 1240 wai vers.

SECRETARY KEY: | was going to say surely nobody
is going to -- you know, sonebody has got to say
somet hing --

MS. NEWION:  Yeah.

SECRETARY KEY: -- because this is what y'all
have been waiting for for years.

M5. NEWION: | always put smley faces on ny

ki ds' papers, so this one has a smley face on it.

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- September 13, 2019

42

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  And now we can revoke; is that
correct?

SECRETARY KEY: 1'Ill leave the | egal questions
to the | egal experts.

MS. HYATT: Sure. Let nme find it inthe --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  And I'msorry; | should ve nade
a note --

M5. HAYTT: If you |ook at Section 5, it does
say that you can exercise a right to review waivers
at any tine. And if you conduct the review, you do
have to give themat |east 15 days' notice that
you're going to bring themin and reviewtheir
wai ver. But you can nodify the waiver; you can
revoke the waiver in whole or revoke the waiver in
part.

And | also put in here that you now have the
authority to require that annual reporting that you
guys have often --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ri ght.

M5. HAYTT: -- expressed an interest to have.

CHAI RMAN ZOCOK:  And | think that's inportant
because -- | don't know, | know |l egislative intent is
not a rule. But originally the things that were
addressed was so that it -- this rule may be getting

in the way of us being able to narrowthe gap or it's
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hanpering our ability to educate a child, it's not
helping. So | think that's why we ask when we bring
t he 1240 people in "can you denonstrate that your
student achi evement has -- or student growh has in
fact inmproved? And if not, then, you know, what
ot her purpose are you using for that waiver?"

So, do we have a notion?

DR. MOORE: | have a question actually.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay, sure.

SECRETARY KEY: And then | have a comment --

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Ckay.

SECRETARY KEY: -- if | may, after the question.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Go ahead, Dr. Mbore.

DR MOORE: So thereis -- we wll be facing a
| ot of expiration of waivers in the next couple of
years, and | noticed there is a renewal form

MS. HYATT: Unh-huh.

DR MOORE: WII| we have discretion over those
renewal forns or are those automatically approved?

MS. HYATT: So | think the Charter Unit has had
a 1240 extension request formthat they've just been
using in practice for the extension of waivers when
it's nearing the expiration date. | think they're in
the process of reviewing their forns to kind of

update them So if you' ve got feedback on that |
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did -- and if you kind of go to Section 6.05 it goes

t hrough all the requirenents of information that has
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to be provided on the extension request form such as

the things |like the name of the charter that holds
it, howlong they want it. But there's also things
i ke how the wai ver enhanced student | earning
opportunities pronoted innovation or increased

equi tabl e access to effective teachers, how the
students are served, how the district nonitored and
eval uated the data and the effectiveness of the

wai ver .

So we tried to kind of capture the things that
we asked them ahead of time, when they asked for the
initial waiver, to cone back and reflect on that
pi ece in the extension request form

DR MOORE: WII| we have a hearing on that?

M5. HYATT: Yes, they' Il come back in front of

you.
DR MOORE: Ckay.
MS. HYATT: Just like an initial 1240 request -
DR MOCORE: (xay.
MS. HYATT: -- they'll cone back. [It'll just b

an extension request, rather than like an initial

1240.

e
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DR MOORE: Ckay.

M5. HYATT: |It's the sanme process that you guys
do now, it's just they fill out a different form

DR MOORE: Ckay. And so we'll also have
di scretion?

M5. HYATT: Yes, absolutely. Absolutely.

DR. MOORE: | appreciate that. Ckay, thank you

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: M. Secretary.

SECRETARY KEY: Yes, thank you, Madam Chair.

Just to say you all are probably at tines like
me in that you get frustrated with this notion that
seens to be out there in sone circles that we're just
up here granting waivers willy-nilly w thout any
rhyme or reason. And, you know, you all have been
asking for sone ability to control this process. You
know, we didn't ask for this legislation back in 2015

"we" the Departnent, | nean -- certainly not the
Board. And y'all have been as judicious as the |aw
all owed you to be with respect to granting 1240
wai vers. This rule is needed, and | know y'all are
-- y'all knowthat. W were able to get the
Legislature to realize that there needed to be sone
met hodol ogy, rather than just they ask for a waiver
and, as, you know, you have seen in the past, "Well,

it's because so-and-so has it, we want it too."
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| appreciate your -- as a board your continued
pressure to bring this type of control, for lack of a
better word, to this process. Because we don't just
grant waivers willy-nilly; we don't seek to just put
war m bodies in teaching positions. And, you know, |
don't -- I'Il just say it's frustrating when we get
accused of doing that. This rule helps us nove to
nore of a sensible nethod of weighing the waiver
requests and this board having nore of a say in how
they are allowed, how they can be revoked, and how
they can be renewed. So | just appreciate the
personal privilege, the opportunity, Madam Chair, to
say it because --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Yeah, no, absolutely. And we
appreciate the fact that the Departnent understands
our concern to stay student-focused and not just nake
t he paperwork in central office easier.

SECRETARY KEY: Yes, ma'am

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: |I's everybody onboard with that?

kay. Dr. Preffer.

DR PFEFFER  Yes. And, sorry, but also every
1240 request that comes through we review it
internally. And what we've really tried to start
wor king toward is thinking about -- so the revision

of the Standards for Accreditation. | think that was
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a first mpjor step inreally listening to what we've
| earned over the years fromthe benefits of schoo
districts being able to have waivers and witing the
standards in a way that you really need to have a
good reason if you're wanting to waive a standard or
wanting to waive a law. And | think also we're

wor king with school districts to help them understand
there are other avenues. So the Board could grant a
one-year waiver froma Standard for Accreditation in
a special case scenario; it would not have to be an
Act 1240 wai ver.

And so that's where we're trying to go with
these rules, that these rules need to be nore about,
like Ms. Zook was saying, that there's really a true
intention; there's a larger plan and it is an avenue
for a district to acconplish that. But if it's just
sinply that a district -- there's a situation in a
district with ratios of, you know, position-to-
students or class sizes or things |ike that, we
really want to nove away fromutilizing Act 1240 for
things like that and really push districts to be
| ooki ng at what are the nultitude of options. And
al so around teacher |icensure, changes you've made
for allowng a lot of flexibility. Sonetimes it's a

l[ittle nore work for a district.
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So | think the teamhas really done well there
and that's -- | just wanted you all to know that
that's kind of the bigger picture that we're working
toward to get themto the right place before they
cone to you all

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Ckay, thank you.

And | think another thing that gets said a | ot
is there is no scrutiny of charters and conversion
charters, which is absolutely not the case. They can
be brought in; a waiver can be revoked, a whole
charter can be revoked. There are hearings, and that
group actually has to go before two different panels
in order to convince otherwise. They can be called
in by the Charter Panel at any tine; so another way
too that we're focused on students.

Do | have a notion?

MS. NEWTON: Move to approve pending Governor's
approval .

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Motion by Ms. New on.

MS. CHAMBERS: Second.

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Second by Ms. Chanbers.

Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Qpposed?

Mot i on passes.
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A-26: CONSI DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMMENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG THE REGULATORY BASI'S OF ACCOUNTI NG
CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Regul atory Basi s of Accounti ng.
Wiere is M. WIIlianmson when you need hin? He's our
resi dent banker.
Does anybody have any questions regarding this?
Do we have a notion?
M5. DEAN. Move to approve pending Governor's
approval .
CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Motion by Ms. Dean.
MS. McFETRIDGE:  Second.
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Second by Ms. McFetridge.
Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Opposed?
Mot i on passes.
A-27: CONS|I DERATI ON FOR RELEASE FOR PUBLI C COMVENT: DESE RULES
GOVERNI NG THE ARKANSAS BETTER CHANCE PROGRAM
CHAI RVAN ZOCK:  And ABC rul es.
M5. NEWION: | have a question on this one.
CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Okay. Do you -- of Legal ?
MS. NEWION: Yes, probably.
CHAI RMAN ZOCK: Ckay. Here she cones.
When you conme to the m crophone, because we're

being recorded -- | have failed a couple of tines --
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go ahead and identify yourself, and then we'll go
fromthere.

M5. LINAM Sarah Collins Linam Departnent of
Educat i on.

SECRETARY KEY: And let ne pause to introduce
Sarah just for a noment because she is a new face to
many of you. Sarah is part of the teamwth the
Department of Education at the Secretary's office
| evel and has been working with some of those
entities that have conme under the unbrella now, and
ABC being one of those. So that's why Sarah is
before you today. So we're glad to have her onboard;
she's a great addition to our team

M5. NEWION: Welcone. We're glad you' re here.

MS. LINAM Thank you

MS. NEWTON: My question -- and there may be
nothing; it may have to cone fromlegislation. But I
noticed in -- back on Rule 20, which was about the
Succeed Schol arship, there was a provision for foster
children after they were adopted. And so ny question
is could that provision be put into the ABC rules
where a child after they -- a foster child after they
wer e adopted could have those funds continue on and
be provi ded?

M5. LINAM | don't think there's anything in
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| aw that would prohibit that -- and in fact, it is
practiced; so that is howthe programtreats it.

M5. NEWION: It's not practiced.

M5. LINAM kay. |'ve been -- I'msorry; |
wi || doubl e-check with Susan, but it was ny
understanding that that is how they proceeded. And
if there was -- is a specific programthat's having
an issue, let ne know and we can contact them

MS. NEWION: COkay. But | would really like to
see that put into the revision -- into the rule then,

if it is supposed to be practiced, that it would be
practiced that after they were adopted that that
fundi ng woul d conti nue.

M5. LINAM  Unh- huh.

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Because we do have instances of
which we are aware where -- |'msure it's a
m sunder st andi ng, |ack of know edge. But we do know
there are children who have been adopted who in fact
are having now to pay on the sliding scal e because,
you know, maybe the fam |y that adopted themis above
t he 200% poverty | evel

MS. LINAM Right. And that shouldn't be
happeni ng, so --

CHAI RMAN ZOOK: Right. Ckay.

MS. LINAM Yes. Just let me know which --
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CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  So any help you can help wth

this would be --

MS. LINAM  Absol utely.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  -- appreci at ed.

M5. LINAM  Yes.

M5. NEWION: So that can be put into the rul es?
MS. LINAM Yes, we can add that to the rule.
M5. NEWION:. Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN ZOCOK:  And | do appreciate the fact

that now -- we were told in the past when rules would

cone before us if we had comments or concerns we --

what we said fromhere didn't necessarily get done;

SO we were supposed to go the neeting or send in an

emai | .

And now t hey' ve said that any comments made

by the Board at the tinme can be witten down and

considered a part of public cormment. And for that |

appreciate any effort that anybody -- | don't know

who put the effort in, but | appreciate it.

M5. SMTH: | do want to nmke one conmment about

this.

Linamdid a great job walking -- the ABC

rules were new to us at the Departnment and she did a

great job wal king us through them And we do

actual ly see several areas that need to be updated,

even working with DHS and the fol ks who were

previously responsible for these rules; they had gave
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some suggestions of things that were outdated. At
this point we really decided to just kind of go with
the transfornmational updates, give our staff tinme at
the Departnment to really get their arns around ABC
and the progranms, and then nost likely we will be
com ng back with some nore substantive changes to the
ABC rul es, nmaeking sure that they are updat ed.
There's references in the rules, sone outdated
assessment pieces, and sone things like that, but we
were just not prepared to nake an overhaul of these
rules to begin with. And she did a great job walking
us through those and actually taking notes on areas
that we needed to conme back and revisit. So |
appreciate Ms. Linams work on that.

MS. NEWION:  Thank you.

CHAI RMAN ZOOK:  Anyt hi ng el se?

Thank you for bringing that to our attention,
Ms. Newt on.

Do | have a notion?

MR. PEKRON. Motion to approve pendi ng
Governor's approval .

CHAI RVAN ZOOK:  Motion by M. Pekron

Second?

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAl RMAN ZOOK: By Ms. Dean
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Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RMAN ZOCK:  Opposed?

Yea, people. Thank y'all so nmuch for doing all
the homework that it took to get us to this point
t oday, and thank you for Legal and Learning Services
and everyone el se who contributed. It certainly was
a chore but nonetheless, |I can't think of one single
one of these that isn't student focused and will help

make us better as we |l earn what to do next.

(The Action Agenda was concluded at 9:50 a.m)
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