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Arkansas History Lesson Plan 
 

All about Arkansas 
 
*Appropriate Grade Level–  
Kindergarten 
 
*Author–  
Betty Louise Wilson 
 
*District/School/Grade Level–  
Magnolia Public Schools/ West Side/ Kindergarten 
 
*Enduring Understanding–  
I know where I live, how it is shaped, and the objects that represent my 
state. 
 
*Essential Questions–  
What do you enjoy about living in Arkansas?   
Why do you think Arkansas is a great state to live in?   
If you could change anything about Arkansas, what would you add to or 
change about it?   
What is the most fun you ever had in Arkansas? 
 
*Student Learning Expectation from K-6 Social Studies Framework- 
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
G.1.K.3– Identify the state of Arkansas on a map of the U.S.  
H.6.K.2– Identify state symbols of Arkansas- flag, tree, insect, and beverage 
 
*Overview–  
Students will hear a story about the state of Arkansas which includes the 
shape of Arkansas, where it is positioned within the United States, and 
describes each Arkansas symbol.  After the story, the facts introduced in 
the book will be reinforced with learning games and table activities. 
 
*Lesson Objective–  
Children will be introduced to Arkansas’ shape, flag and knowledge of 
where Arkansas is in relation to the rest of the world.  They will also learn 
the insect, flower, beverage, and gem that represent Arkansas.  These 
objectives will be taught through the book about Arkansas, which will be 
referred to often during the week.  After the book is read to the children, 
they are asked to complete the sentence with the appropriate word as the 
teacher reads from the book, leaving the vocabulary word out.  Ex: the 
Arkansas state gem is the ____________.  The next step is for the teacher 



to show an illustration and have the children restate what information the 
page contains.  The book is to be referred to many times during the week. 
 
*Teaching Strategies–  
After saying the “Pledge of Allegiance” and following up with the song 50 
Stars are on the Flag which ends with the words “and my state is 
Arkansas,” I will announce that this will be a special week in which we will 
learn all about the sate that we live in.  I will tell them that I have a special 
book about Arkansas that will teach them many special things about our 
state.  After the book is read and discussed, the class and I will create a list 
of the many facts about Arkansas that we learned from the book.  This 
chart will be posted on the board for reference. 
 
After our group time, the concepts of the book will be the focus of our table 
work, which is a collection of worksheets I have collected throughout my 
teaching career.  I have created them on Print Artist. 
 
*Background Knowledge–  
The book includes all the information the teacher and children will need.  
Children will have a deeper understanding of where Arkansas is if they 
have been exposed to the concepts of address, neighborhood, town, 
county, and state. 
 
*List of Materials–  
Arkansas book, chart paper and markers, and worksheets.  Concrete 
representations of the symbols of Arkansas are preferred and more 
memorable with this age children.  These include a milk carton, the branch 
of a pine tree, a stuffed honeybee, an artificial blossom (one can be made 
from tissue paper), some sort of deer, the Arkansas flag, costume jewelry 
with a diamond in it, etc.  Pictures of these can be used as a substitution if 
objects are not available. 
 
*Vocabulary–  
State, continent, fiddle, blossom, beverage, instrument 
 
*Activities–  
Milk sentence building-  Children cut out words and arrange them into the 
sentence– Milk is our state beverage. 
Diamond color sheet– Children color the diamond the color of their choice 
and write the color word under the diamond. 
Honeybee story starter– Children write a short story or sentence 
interpreting an illustration of two honeybees talking. 
Creative Arkansas Flag– Children are given red paper, blue paper, and 
white die cut stars and allowed to make a creative Arkansas flag by 
studying the one displayed in class. 
 



Arkansas History Lesson Plan  
 

Arkansans 
 
*Grade Levels:   
Grade 3  
 
*Subject/Topic Areas:   
Important or famous Arkansans and their contributions 
 
*Key Words:   
contributions, famous, society, success, gender, race, nationality, status, events, 
Arkansas, locations in Arkansas, and vocabulary specific to individual assigned 
 
Designed by:   
Lavona Sue Clanton                      
 
 *Time Frame:   
3 weeks  
 
*School District:   
Berryville                       
 
School:  K-3 
 
*Brief Summary of Unit (including curricular context and unit goals):   

 Research, read, and analyze information about the lives of important 
Arkansans and their contributions to society. 

 Write a biography about the Arkansan 
 Self and Peer Editing/Suggestions 
 Present to peers by reading report, showing location(s) on a state map, 

showing a simple time line of events, and finally a picture of the individual 
(poster). 

 
*Arkansans to be selected from for research:   
Each student will have a different person. 
 
Women:     
Twila Paris, Gail Davis, Lisa Blount, Joey Lauren Adams, Ellen Gilchrist, Mary 
Steenburgen, Maya Angelo, Helen Gurley Brown, Daisy Bates, Sarah Cardwell,  
Hattie Caroway, Joan Hess, Patsy Montana, K.T. Oslin, Charlie May Simon, Hilary 
Rodham Clinton 
 
Men:   



Don Tyson, Sam Walton, Sidney Moncrief, Johnny Cash, Dizzy Dean, John 
Grisham, Scott Joplin, Alan Ladd, Douglas MacArthur, John Gould Fletcher, Mark 
Martin, Maurice “Footsie” Britt, Billy Bob Thornton, Scottie Pippen, Lou Brock, 
Paul “Bear” Bryant, William Jefferson Clinton, Ronnie Dunn, J.B. Hunt, Jerry 
Jones, Tracy Lawerence 
 
*Stage 1 –  
Identify Desired Results 
 
*Established Goals & Objectives: 
H.6.3.2 Examine historical people and events of Arkansas  
H.6.3.6 Recognize individuals who contributed to the common good of society 
H.6.3.7 Analyze a timeline 
H.6.3.9 Identify ways in which technology has changed the world  
G.1.3.12 Utilize the map legend/key to interpret physical maps 
E.8.3.5 Define and discuss characteristics of an entrepreneur 
 
*What understandings are desired? 

• History is a story of the people, events, and places. 
• Arkansans have made important contributions to our society. 
• Famous people come from various backgrounds (economic, race, gender). 
• Map skills to identify locations in Arkansas 
• We can all contribute to our world/society in positive ways. 

 
*What essential questions will be considered? 

• Who are some of the important men and women from 
Arkansas?(Explanation) 

• What did they do that is considered a “contribution” to 
society?(Interpretation) 

• Why did they succeed?(Application) 
• How do they feel about what they did? How do you feel? 

(Interpretation/Empathy) 
• Did their race, gender, money status, or nationality help or hinder 

them?(Perspective) 
• How did they overcome obstacles?(Explanation/Interpretation) 
• Where and when did they live in Arkansas? Did this have an effect? 

(Explanation/Interpretation) 
• How will you contribute to society?(Self-Knowledge) 

 
*Students will know… 

• Key facts (Who, what, where, why, and when) about important Arkansans 
and their contributions to our world 

• Time period these people lived and general information about that time 
• Geography-where these people are from in the state 



• Vocabulary –Arkansans, contributions, society, succeed, success, race, 
gender, nationality, socio-economic status (poor, middle class, rich or 
wealthy) and others related to individuals studied 

 
*Students will be able to… 

• Recognize important figures from the state of Arkansas. 
• Use research skills and computer technology to find information and 

visuals of the figures 
• Express their findings:  journal notes, graphic organizers, time line, map, 

picture, and a written report/biography (according to English Language 
Abilities). 

• Publish and share information with peers. 
• Think about how they will contribute to society in a positive way. 

 
*Stage 2-Assessment/Evidence 
 
*Performance Tasks: 
 
*GRASP for students 
 
Goal= 

o Your task is to research and write about an important Arkansan 
o Your goal is to write a biography.  A biography is the story of someone’s 

life. 
o You will need to find when and where were they born, where they grew up, 

race, nationality, poor or rich,  what they liked or enjoyed, who encouraged 
them or did they admire, what made them successful, where they live today 
or when and where they died, what do you think they gave to society that 
was the most important.   

      ALWAYS REFER BACK TO YOUR ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS!!!! 
o You will strive to write a biography that helps your audience know your 

person. 
 
Role= 

o You are a researcher. 
o You are a reader. 
o You are a writer. 
o You are a presenter. 

 
Audience= 

o Your audience is another Arkansas student your age (your classmates). 
 
Situation= 

o Your challenge is to make others see your person as a symbol of Arkansas 
and someone who has done something good. 

 



Product, Performance, Purpose= 
o You will write a biography. 
o You will read it to others and get information to make it better (organized, 

fluent, etc.) 
o You will share your work and listen to others’ work. 
 

Standards and Criteria for Success= 
o Class presentation rubric 
o Six Traits Writing Rubric for Biography or Teacher Made Rubric 

 
*Other Evidence: 
1) Journal Response to one of the Essential Questions  
      “How will I contribute to society?”  (Self-Assessment & Reflection) 
2) “Note Chart” completed while others are sharing 
3) Able to show location on Arkansas state map 
4) Make a simple time line with at least 5 dates of important events in 

chronological order 
5) Read aloud for self and peers (Self-Assessment) 
6) Accept suggestions from others if valid 
 



STUDENT___________________________________________________HANDOUT 
 
GRASP for students 
 
Goal= 

o Your task is to research and write about an important Arkansan 
o Your goal is to write a biography.  A biography is the story of someone’s 

life. 
o You will need to find out when and where they were born, where they grew 

up, race, nationality, poor or rich,  what they liked or enjoyed, who 
encouraged them or did they admire, what made them successful, where 
they live today or when and where they died, what do you think they gave 
to society that was the most important.   

      ALWAYS REFER BACK TO YOUR ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS!!!! 
o You will strive to write a biography that helps your audience know your 

person. 
 
Role= 

o You are a researcher. 
o You are a reader. 
o You are a writer. 
o You are a presenter. 

 
Audience= 

o Your audience is other Arkansas students your age (your classmates-not 
just ESL). 

 
Situation= 

o Your challenge is to make others see your person as a symbol of Arkansas 
and someone who has done something good. 

 
Product, Performance, Purpose= 

o You will write a biography. 
o You will read it to others and get information to make it better (organized, 

fluent, etc.) 
o You will share your work and listen to others’ work. 
 

Standards and Criteria for Success= 
o Class presentation rubric 
o Teacher designed rubrics or Six Traits Writing Rubric for Biography 

 
What essential questions will be considered? 

• Who are some of the important men and women from 
Arkansas?(Explanation) 

• What did they do that is considered a “contribution” to 
society?(Interpretation) 



• Why did they succeed?(Application) 
• How do you feel about what they did? (Interpretation/Empathy) 
• Did their race, gender, money status, or nationality help or hinder 

them?(Perspective) 
• How did they overcome obstacles?(Explanation/Interpretation) 
• Where and when did they live in Arkansas? Did this have an effect? 

(Explanation/Interpretation) 
• How will you contribute to society?(Self-Knowledge) 
• How has technology aided us in finding information about these people? 

(Application) 
 



PRESENTATION RUBRIC         
 
NAME________________________________________________________ 
 
0=Not shown   1= LESS THAN SATISFACTORY   2=SATISFACTORY    3=GOOD 
 
NOTE:  Modifications may be made in areas where an ESL student is rated a 3 or less in 
language ability (for example in pronunciation).  However, with practice before hand this 
shouldn’t be a big concern. 
 

1. The reader can be heard.                                       0        1           2          3      
 
       
2. The reader reads fluently.                                     0        1           2          3          

 
   
3. Words are pronounced correctly                         0        1          2           3      

 
 

4. Reader appears to keep audiences attention      0        1          2           3       
 

      
5. Presenter shows a location on AR map               0        1          2           3            
 
 
6. Time line, poster, and map reflect learning.         0        1          2           3         

 
COMMENTS:_____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________  
 



Biography Rubric 
Name:_______________________________________Date: ___________________ 

 
Subject of Biography:__________________________________________________ 

Criteria  Pts 
Possible Pts Earned  Comments  

Birth Date/Birthplace 5     

Death Date/ Place of Death or where 
living today and age 5     

Education Where?  What? 10     

Major Accomplishments  10     

Significance (Must explain why this 
individual is important to Arkansas 
History/Life) 10     

Grammar and Spelling 
 10     

Neatness 10     

 
Points Earned: ______________/60 Points 
 
NOTES: 
 



*Stage 3-Learning Plan  
 
(Teacher will bookmark resources on the Internet and check with the library and 
other teachers for available resources before research begins.) 
 
1. Write on the board and read to students- “Arkansas is full of wonderful 
people who contribute to society!” Tell students that we are going to learn about 
people from Arkansas who are a little more known than others.  However first we 
need to know what is meant by the statement on the board. Discuss what 
“contribute to society means”.  Look up the term society.  Talk about how society 
can mean different things and degrees/sizes. Ask them how they think people 
contribute to society? 
 
2. Introduce goal as an Arkansas Standard for 3rd Grade.  ESL students like to 
know it’s meant for all third graders. 
 
3. Begin reading little bits of information about some Arkansans the students will 
have to choose from.  Get their interests up, many students are interested in the 
things these people do.  
 
4. Each student will research a famous Arkansan of their choice.  They may not 
get their first or even second choice but we’ll be fair in the selection. Have a 
drawing like for a prize to let students choose—from the list so that it is fun and 
fair. (Janet come on down!) Provide them ownership with choice. 
 
5. Post and discuss “Essential Questions.”  Go over GRASP with students and 
other assessments that will be given.  Make sure they know expectations, and 
where they can review these. 
 
6. Discuss with the group and individuals how they can share resources, develop 
a timeline, and choose an organizer that will help them with information.  Set 
rules and procedures for use of computers. 
 
7. Research Time (Information, simple time line for person, map, and picture) 
Revisit Essential Questions 
 

A. Writing Time   (Revisit Essential Questions) 
B. Self Editing      (Revisit Essential Questions) 
C. Peer Editing. Read aloud/practice. (Revisit Essential Questions) 
D. Rewrite or polish    (Revisit Essential Questions) 
E. Present (Discuss rubrics again as needed) 
F. Journal Response  
G. Students turn in their notes and give a specific and positive comment to 

someone about their presentation (Teacher will model at the end of each 
presentation). 

 



 
WHERE TO:  ARKANSANS CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIETY 

 
*Where is it going?   
Examine Arkansans and their contributions to society. 
 
*ook the students?   
By reading just enough information to get them interested and then providing 
them a fun way to choose. 
 
*xplore and equip?   
Research through the use of technology and the media center and possible 
interviews (e.g., Tracy Lawrence) 
 
*Rethink and revise?   
Self and peer editing and suggestions.   
Constant review of ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS—chart on wall.   
 
*Exhibit and evaluate?   
Timeline of progress and anticipated date to present  
Student choice of an organizer for information      
Helping them to understand Rubrics 
 
*Tailor to student needs, interests, and styles?   
Modifications or extra assistance from the teacher for lower levels of language 
development or extent of disability 
 
Chose a variety of Arkansans from all walks of life that I know I can interest my 
students with by providing them connections 
 
*Organize for maximum engagement and effectiveness?   
Students will work in different areas so we can best use the computers we have, 
and I can monitor students taking notes, reading on-line, working on time lines, 
starting posters, finding places in Arkansas on maps and doing their own maps. 
 
Ask computer lab person and librarian if they can assist students in finding 
information, also. 
 
Involve migrant and ESL assistant personnel to work with students, too. 
 
Since we have other things to work on, we may split days for research and writing 
between students and adjust for varying amounts of time and required instruction 
in some areas for individual students.   
 
We use the code “Arkansas Time!” for work on their biographies. 
 



*List of materials 
Library resources, paper, poster paper, art supplies, pencils, atlas, computers, 
rolls of adding machine tape for time lines, computer that will print pictures, 
journals for note taking, posters for essential questions and rubrics, lists to cut 
up and draw from, various graphic organizers 

 
*Resources 

 
For Famous Arkansan Lists: 
www.50states.com/bio/arkansas.htm 
www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/usstates/arfamous.htm 
www.arkansas.com/things-to-do/history-heritage/famous.aspx 
 
For interactive time lines:  
www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/ 
 

*Cross-curricular connections: content frameworks and SLEs. 
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
G.1.3.3 Discuss the characteristics that define a region:  takes up area, has 
boundaries, has special features 
G.1.3.13 Lo ate places on contemporary maps 
G.3.3.3 Describe how people affect and alter their environment (Tyson, JB Hunt, 
Wal-Mart) 
C.5.3.2 Describe how citizens contribute to the improvement of a community 
E.8.3.5 Define and discuss characteristics of an entrepreneur 
 
Arkansas English Language Arts Curriculum Framework: 
OV.1.3.4 Focus on audience 
OV.1.3.7 Communicate ideas sequentially or organized around major points of 
interest 
OV.1.3.15 Accept contributions of teacher or group to establish goals to improve 
speaking performance 
OV.2.3.1 Demonstrate active listening behaviors 
OV.2.3.7 Evaluate a performance on the basis of a predetermined criteria/rubric 
developed by the teacher 
OV.3.3.2 Respond to media in a variety of ways (i.e., art, writing, and plays) 
W.4.3.1 Use a variety of planning strategies/organizers 
W.4.3.2 Focus on a central idea 
W.4.3.5 Use available technology to collect information for writing 
W.4.3.11-W.4.312 Edit writing 
W.4.3.13 Prepare pieces for publication 
W.5.3.2 Write to persuade, inform, entertain, and describe 
W.5.3.3 Write daily 
W.5.3.4 Write informational pieces with at least two paragraphs 
W.5.3.9 Explain connections between text and world 
W.6.3.16 Capitalize titles and abbreviations 

http://www.50states.com/bio/arkansas.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/usstates/arfamous.htm
http://www.arkansas.com/things-to-do/history-heritage/famous.aspx
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/


W.6.3.20 Indent to show paragraphs 
W.7.3.6 Apply new vocabulary and concepts from reading to writing 
R.9.3.3 Make connections from text to world during reading 
R.9.3.10 Organize information and events logically 
R.9.3.13 Summarize major points found in nonfiction materials 
R.10.3.1 Read daily 
R.10.3.6 Use graphic organizers 
R.10.3.10 Describe in own words new information gained from texts and relate it 
to prior knowledge 
R.10.3.20 Use a dictionary, index, thesaurus, encyclopedia, and online reference 
materials to enhance reading 

 
*Additional adaptations for special needs learners 

Use a graphic organizer and model for students how to write a biography like 
the one you want. 
Make a large poster with the questions that must be answered in the 
biography for students to refer to when looking for information 
Write a biography, time line, map, and poster right along with students so that 
they see you as a learner, too. 

 
*Attachments                 
Handouts and rubric included 
Some student work photos attached 



 
 

Arkansas History Lesson Plan Template  
 

Brooks-Baxter War 
 
*Appropriate Grade Level(s):  
Grade 6  
 
*Full name of author:   
Kellie A. Van Es 
 
*District/School/Grade level(s):  
Pottsville/Pottsville Jr. High/Grade 8 
 
*Enduring Understanding:  
I know the changes that have occurred in Arkansas since Reconstruction. 
 
*Essential Questions:  
Who was Joseph Brooks?  What did he stand for? 
Who was Elisha Baxter?  What did he stand for? 
What circumstances surrounded the 1872 election? 
Why was it a disputed election? 
How did the election of 1872 cause the final split in the Republican Party in 
Arkansas? 
 
*Student Learning Expectations from K-6 Social Studies Framework: 
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
C.5.6.10 
Examine the importance of the procedure for voting in the United States and in 
Arkansas (e.g., registration, maintaining the right to vote, voicing opinion)       
 
C.5.6.11 
Analyze the importance of citizen participation in government at the state and 
local level     
 
H.6.6.3 
Define and discuss post-Civil War Reconstruction from a state and national 
perspective  
 
Describe the Reconstruction Era in Arkansas:  

� Freedmen’s Bureau 
� Brooks-Baxter War 
� Resurgence of the Democratic Party 
� Approval of the 1874 Constitution 

 

 
 



 
 

*Lesson Plan:  
 

*Overview: In this lesson plan, students will learn who the candidates for 
governor in 1872 were and what each stood for.  Also, they will learn what 
caused the election to be disputed, and who claimed victory and why. Also, 
students will learn the Brooks-Baxter War’s events and outcomes. 
 
*Lesson Objective:  
Students will research the events in the election of 1872, including the 
candidates, the election process, and election results.   
Students will use the research to create a timeline of events in the election of 
1872 and the Brooks-Baxter War that followed. 
 
*Teaching Strategies: 
Computer lab and library research 
Use of T-chart of Venn diagram/compare and contrast 
Use and creation of a timeline 

 
*Background information: 
Students should have background knowledge of Arkansas History through 
1872.   
 
Students should have research skills in Internet research and use of library 
reference materials. 
 
*List of materials: 
Computers 
Library reference materials 
Butcher paper 
Venn Diagrams or T-charts (or other graphic organizers) 
Pencil/pen 
Paper 
Poster board 
Construction paper 
Scissors/glue/markers/crayons 
 
*Vocabulary: 
Brooks-Baxter War 
Election of 1872 
Governor 
Platform 
Joseph Brooks 
Elisha Baxter 
Republicans 
Democratic-Conservatives 
Redeemers 

 
 



 
 

Internet Research form 
 
*Activities: 
Research the election of 1872 in the computer lab, using Internet sources 
(reselected and linked to school or class webpage) and library resources.  
Document information on district’s or personal research form.   
In groups, create a timeline of the Brooks-Baxter War. 
In groups, develop a campaign slogan and poster for either Brooks or Baxter. 
Finally, individually, create a T-chart or Venn diagram to compare/contrast 
Brooks and his platform with that of Baxter. 

 
*Cross-curricular connections. Identify the content framework and SLEs.  
 
*Assessment  
Assess the poster according to the following rubric: 
4 points Content 
4 points Neat work 
4 points Colorful 
4 points Grammar/Mechanics 
 
Assess the timelines and Graphic organizers according to the following rubric: 
5 points Content 
5 points Grammar/Mechanics 
5 points neatly done 
 
*Estimated time allotted for lesson:  
1-2 hours research, 1-2 hours timeline, 1-2 hours Venn diagram or T-chart 
 
*Adaptations for special needs learners:   
Pre-select print materials in library; adapt groups to learning needs, use 
computer-generated timelines or graphic organizers for students with limitations 
in written expression 
 
Extension activity:  
Have students promote their candidate in an oral debate. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Internet research form: 
 
Topic: ____________________________________________ 
 
Sites I explored: _______________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Three facts I learned: ___________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Questions I have: _____________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Adapt this form for your own uses.)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Arkansas History Lesson Plan 
 

“Can You Hear Me Now?” 
 

*Appropriate Grade Levels 
Grades 2-6 
 
*Author 
Darby Wallace 
 
*District/School/Grade Levels Taught 
Newport High School, 9-12 
 
*Enduring Understandings: 
How do I get information? 
How did people in early Arkansas get their information?  
How does information affect our lives? 
 
*Essential Questions: 
How have the ways people communicate changed over time?  
What has enabled those changes? 
How have those changes affected our lives? 
 
*Student Learning Expectations: 
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
Strand: History  
             Standard 6: History 
                                 Students shall analyze significant ideas, events, and 
people in world, national, state, and local history and how they affect 
change over time. 
 
H.6.2.12 
Compare past and present means of transportation and communication in 
Arkansas 
 
H.6.6.5 
Research early 20th century inventions and their impact on Americans  
(e.g., telephone, electricity, automobile) 
 
H.6.6.6 
Explain the impact of the American industrial revolution: 

• communications 
• mass production 



 
Strand: Geography 
             Standard 3: Interaction of People and the Environment 
                                 Students shall develop an understanding of the 
interactions between people and their environment. 
 
G.3.6.3 
Compare methods of communication through present day technology. 
 
*Lesson Plan:  
 
*Overview: 
To build on prior knowledge, students will attempt to put items from 
different time periods in correct chronological order. Some students may 
or may not have seen all the various older telephones, televisions, etc. 
After the teacher goes over the correct order, she will ask students for 
possible answers to questions such as, “How have these items changed? 
Do the changes help us? What brought about the changes in design and 
function?” 
 
Next, the teacher will ask students to explain the purpose of all those 
devices and list student responses on the board or overhead. Possibilities 
include: 
 
To hear from family 
For entertainment 
To watch the news 
To stay in touch with friends 
To know what is happening in the world 
To listen to music 
 
Students will be placed in groups to investigate various primary source 
documents—telegram, newspaper, handwritten letter, Morse code chart, 
text message. (See attachment) They will answer questions relating to each 
document. (See attachment) 
 
Students will complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting older 
phones, televisions, radios with modern models. (See attachment) 
 
Students will create a chart placing items in chronological order and 
explaining the purposes of each form of communication.  
 
Students will be asked if any other forms of communication should be 
added to the chart. Possibilities include books, magazines, billboards, 
other advertisements, and photographs. 
 



The teacher may want to lead a discussion about the positive and negative 
aspects about each form of communication.  
 
Finally, students will be asked to match famous Arkansans from different 
time periods with the type of communication most likely to be used by that 
individual during that time. (See attachment) 
 
*Lesson Objectives: 
 
Students will recognize the change in communications technology over 
time. 
Students will offer explanations for the changes.  
Students will investigate the purposes of communication and the various 
methods of communication. 
Students will identify which types of communication correspond with 
which time period.  
Students will explore the impact of communication on everyday lives, past 
and present.  
 
*Teaching Strategies: 
Students will work independently and in groups to examine different forms 
of communication in Arkansas.  
 
Students will create a chart to identify forms of communication by time 
period as well as which famous Arkansans might have used the various 
types of communication.  
 
Students will create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast forms of 
communication over time.  
 
*Background information: 
 
Students are probably familiar with modern communication forms such as 
cell phones, flat screen televisions, etc. They may not be aware of 
telegrams and Morse code, or in some cases, even newspapers or radio. 
 
Using photos and copies of telegrams, hand-written letters, vintage 
telephones and televisions, students will formulate explanations for the 
changes in technology as well as the impact of rapid communication on 
our daily lives.  
 
*List of materials: 
Handouts 
Board or Overhead projector 
Pencils and paper 
Powerpoint and LCD Projector 



 
*Vocabulary: 
Communication-a verbal or written message; transfer of information 
 
Telegraph- an apparatus, system, or process for transmitting messages or 
signals to a distant place, esp. by means of an electric device consisting 
essentially of a sending instrument and a distant receiving instrument 
connected by a conducting wire or other communications channel 
 
Telegram-message sent by telegram 
 
Morse code- codes consisting of variously spaced dots and dashes or long 
and short sounds used for transmitting messages by audible or visual 
signals 
 
Mass media- newspapers, radio, or television or other means of 
communication that is designed to reach the majority or masses of the 
population. 
 
*Activities: 
 
As an opening or springboard activity, students attempt to place the 
photos of telephones in chronological order. The teacher reveals the 
correct order after students have had time to complete the task. 
 
After examining the definition of communication, the teacher then asks 
students to list other types of communication and records their answers on 
the board or overhead.  
 
After a brief explanation of the ways telegrams work or other unfamiliar 
forms of communication, students attempt to place all the forms of 
communication in chronological order. They will experience some 
confusion while recognizing that people today still write letters by hand 
and talk on the phone even though telegrams are no longer used. Students 
should focus on the development of technology over time. An acceptable 
chronology begins with handwritten letters, telegrams, telephones, radio, 
television, cell phones, etc.  
 
Next, students complete a Venn diagram to compare and contrast older 
and newer forms of communication. To simplify, students may compare 
“old phones and cell phones” or “old TVs” and “flat screen TVs” 
  
Possible Answers 
Compare:     Contrast: 
Sends information   Big and bulky  
Involves seeing or hearing  Wires vs. wireless 



     Higher quality picture 
     Color vs. Black and White 
     Dials vs. Push button 
     Telegram required paper/email paperless 
 
Next, in small groups, students examine a primary source document such 
as a letter, telegram, newspaper, song lyrics, and text message. Students 
answer the following questions: 
 
What type of communication is represented by the document? 
In what time period could this communication be used? 
Who creates this type of communication? 
Who receives this type of communication? 
Why was this type of communication used? 
How can this type of communication affect our life? 
 
Each group will share answers aloud with the class.  
 
The teacher then asks students to think about the different experiences 
someone at home waiting for a letter from a soldier at war might feel. Next, 
students will be asked if text messages or email might make waiting any 
easier.  
 
Students are asked to identify other ways faster communication impacts 
life everyday.  
(Possible answers include “Bad news travels fast.” “I miss getting cards in 
the mail for my birthday.” “Mom always knows where I am.” “People have 
more wrecks because they talk and drive.” 
 
Younger students may need more prompting with this question.  
 
As a culminating activity, groups are given copies of photos of famous 
Arkansans. They are asked to place those photos on the chart next to the 
form of communication most likely to be used by that person. This can be 
completed as a seat work activity or project the Powerpoint chart and let 
students match the Arkansans by taping them to the screen. (See 
attachment) 
 
(If the class has not studied any Arkansans, some additional explanation 
may be needed. Information cards about each person could be printed and 
distributed if needed—See attachments) 
 
 



 

 

1775-present 
( US Postal Service 
created in 1775) 

 

 
 

 

1700s-present  

 

 

 
 

1840s-2006  

 

 
 

1890s-present  

 

1920s-present  

 

1940s-present 
(available in 1930s 
but not in 
widespread use until 
1950s) 

 

 

1990s-present 
(available in 1970s 
but not in 
widespread use until 
1990s 

 

 

 
 

1990s-present  

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/media-detail.aspx?mediaID=6374�
http://www.antiqueradio.org/wooden.htm�


There will be several correct answers possible, but the following is a 
general guide. It is important for students to see more than one correct 
answer.   
 
Written Letter: All 
Newspaper: All except possibly Gerstacker 
Telegram: Mifflin Gibbs, Ida Brooks, Charles Brough 
Land Line Phones: Bill Clinton, Wesley Clark, Geese Ausbie, Daisy Bates* 
Radio: Hattie Carraway, Charles Brough, Bill Clinton, Wesley Clark, Geese 
Ausbie, Daisy Bates Television: Geese Ausbie, Bill Clinton, Wesley Clark, 
Daisy Bates Computer/Email: Bill Clinton, Wesley Clark 
Cell Phone/Text Message: Bill Clinton, Wesley Clark 
 
*Daisy Bates was unable to reach Elizabeth Eckford by phone on the day, 
September 4, 1957, that the Little Rock Nine were to attend Central High. 
Elizabeth walked to school alone and faced the angry mob. This incident is 
the subject of a famous photo from the Central High Crisis. (See 
Powerpoint attachment.) 
 
Please note: This is a random sample of Arkansans taken from the 
Arkansas Encyclopedia of History and Culture. The lesson could be 
modified to focus on certain groups of Arkansans to tie in with other 
lessons or subjects if the teacher so desired.  

 
Generally, students should see that telegrams have disappeared and that 
for a time, newspapers, then radio, were the only forms of mass 
communication until the advent of television, computers, and cell phones.  
 
Cross Curricular Activities: 
Arkansas Science Curriculum Framework 
Strand 3: Physical Science 

             Standard 6: Motion and Forces  
                                   Students shall demonstrate and apply knowledge of 
motion and forces using appropriate safety procedures, equipment, and 
technology 

 
PS.6.6.1 
Compare and contrast simple machines and compound machines  
(If the extension activities to research further are assigned, then the 
following may apply) 
PS.6.6.2  
Identify and analyze the simple machines that make up a compound 
machine  
 
Strand 3: Physical Science 

                          Standard 7: Energy and Transfer of Energy   



                                    Students shall demonstrate and apply knowledge of 
energy and transfer of energy using appropriate safety procedures, 
equipment, and technology 

 
PS.7.6.1 
Classify examples of energy forms: 

• chemical 
• electromagnetic 
• mechanical 
• thermal 
• nuclear 

 
Arkansas Library Media Framework: 
Strand:  Application 
             Standard 6:  Communicate 
                 Students shall exchange information and ideas effectively and 
responsibly 
 
Arkansas English Language Arts Curriculum Framework: 
5th Grade 
A.6.5.1 
Understand that the exchange of creative expression can be represented in 
a variety of formats (e.g., print, audio, digital, artifact, realia)  
Strand:  Connection 
             Standard 7:  Read 
                 Students shall pursue opportunities for individual growth 

and lifelong learning through reading. 
 
C.7.5.3 
Read from a variety of practical texts (e.g., newspapers, magazines, 
brochures, pamphlets) 
 
Strand:  Connection 
             Standard 8:  Associate 
                Students shall make connections to the academic   

environment and the world. 
 
C.8.5.1 
Activate prior knowledge to make connections to text, self, and the world 
 
C.8.5.2 
Comprehend the impact of knowledge gained on self, community, and 
world. 
 
Arkansas English Language Arts Curriculum Framework: 
Grade 2: 



Strand: Oral and Visual Communication 
Standard 3: Media Literacy 
Students shall demonstrate knowledge and understanding of media as a 
mode of communication 
 
OV.3.2.3 
Compare and contrast a variety of media presentations 
 
Strand Reading: 
Standard 9: Comprehension 
Students shall apply a variety of strategies to read and comprehend printed 
material.  
R.9.2.8 
Make and explain inferences from text, such as cause and effect 
relationships 
 
Grade 5: 
Strand: Oral and Visual Communication 
Standard 3: Media Literacy 
Students shall demonstrate knowledge and understanding of media as a 
mode of communication 
 
OV.3.5.1 
View a variety of media (e.g., posters, film clips, periodicals, charts, 
cartoons, etc.) to enhance and show understanding of a specific topic  
 
Standard: Writing 
Students shall demonstrate competency in writing for a variety of 
purposes, topics, and audiences employing a wide range of forms. 
  
W.5.5.1 
Write to describe, to inform, to entertain, to explain, and to persuade 
 
W.5.5.2 
Select the form of writing that addresses the intended audience 
 
*Assessment:  
The teacher will be able to determine the students’ understanding by how 
well they do on the matching activity. As an additional assessment, 
students will write a pretend email or text message to someone from 
historic Arkansas. (See rubric attached.)  
 
*Estimated time allotted for lesson: 45-60 minutes 
 
*Adaptations for special needs learners:  



Readers can be assigned the text message or shorter passages to 
interpret. Mixed ability grouping will help in the document interpretation 
portion of the lesson.  Individual modifications can me made on the writing 
portion based on individual student needs. Modifications can be made to 
the rubric concerning spelling and grammar for ESL students or students 
with written expression disabilities.  
 
*Resources/Bibliography: 
 
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/ 
 
http://libinfo.uark.edu/SpecialCollections/manuscripts/civilwar.asp 
 
Letter from Nolan Richardson to Bill Clinton on Flickr - Photo Sharing! 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/11281116@N02/1880421957/ 
 
http://www.governor.arkansas.gov/contacts.html 
 
*Extension Activity: Students may be assigned certain topics for further 
study. Some students may want to do a project or report on the telegraph, 
inventors of radio, television, etc.  Students may even want to build a basic 
telegraph system. Students may also enjoy creating a class newsletter or 
television news broadcast highlighting the news of their classroom or the 
school.  
 
Students may enjoy predicting what type of technological advancements 
will develop next and even design and draw prototypes for future 
communication devices. 
 
*Attachments:  
See Powerpoint Attachments for chronology and matching activities as 
well as the primary source documents for interpretation. Also included are 
the information cards on famous Arkansans and a Venn diagram template.  
 
Transcriptions of the documents displaying cursive script are provided 
below in case the script is too difficult for students to interpret. Errors and 
misspellings have been not been corrected or edited. 
 
Powerpoint Slide 19: Onward to Victory 
Pitsburgh Landing 
Tenisee 
Apr 23 1862 
Dear Brother & Sister 
I received yours dated February 23rd 
About one hour since 
And have directed myself to conquer it 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/11281116@N02/1880421957/


I am thankful 
 
Powerpoint Slide 22: Letter from Pvt. John V. Fine to Mrs. Audie Fine, Star 
Route, Rogers, Arkansas 
 
Dec 24 1944 
Sunday morning 
Hello dear little sugar bunch 
thought I would write a little more this morning while I was killing a little 
time. The sun is trying to shine a little bit this morning. I am just seatting 
around and cleaning up our room. I think of you all the time. Say Audie I 
think I will send some money home ever payday. I my get more France 
money than I no what to do with. I may just take out element and send 
abought $20 a month home. I will wait until I get paid a time or to so I can 
tell how much I can spair. I don’t think I will need mutch. I never go 
anyplace. I should draw $30. 70 a month now. I think $10.00 a month will be 
enough for me.  I want us to try to save all we can. You take care of it and 
spend it waisly. I don’t mean for you all to do without things. By what you 
all need. I want to keep the children well dressed and you to. I just wanted 
us to have a back account when I get back home for we will need it. Well so 
long for now babby dear Your loving husband. Tell all the children daddy 
said hello. (XOXOXO-- Hugs and kisses) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Rubric for Assessment: 
 
Students will be asked to complete the email template as if they were 
sending an email to the Governor about a topic of interest to them 
personally. An alternate assessment allows students to write an email to an 
historic Arkansan describing the differences in modern and historic life. 
For example, student may send a pretend email to Dr. Ida Brooks talking 
about the possible changes in medicine between the early 1900s and now.  
 
3 Student writing exhibits correct spelling and grammar. The email 

uses appropriate forms of address such as “Dear Dr. Brooks” or 
“Dear Governor Beebe.”  The content of the message clearly displays 
an understanding of past forms of communication and change over 
time OR explains the student’s opinion on a topic of interest to them 
such as money for education, immigration, plans for new roads or 
other ideas the students would like to suggest to the Governor. The 
message is thorough and shows outstanding imagination and 
attention to detail.  

2 Student writing exhibits correct spelling and grammar with 5 or fewer 
mistakes. More detail is needed. Student attempts to use correct 
forms of address but minor errors may be present. Message exhibits 
a vague or general understanding of past forms of communication 
and/or change in those forms over time. The message may be brief. 
Student opinion is offered with only minor explanation. 

1 Student writing exhibits more than 5 errors in spelling and grammar. 
Very little detail is presented. It is difficult to determine if student 
understands the idea of change over time in forms of communication. 
OR, student message to the Governor is silly or inappropriate.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Arkansas History Lesson Plan 

 
Early Arkansan Politics: 

The Crittenden Conway Duel 
 
*Grades/Levels 
Grades 5-12 
 
*Subject  
Arkansas History 
 
*Author 
Jane Keen 
 
*School/Grade Level 
University of Arkansas M.A.T. Program 
 
*Enduring Understandings:  
I know the roles that Arkansas played in early American History 
 
*Essential Questions:  
Who was the first governor of Arkansas State?  
What is a primary source?  
 
*Lesson Plan: 
 
1) Objectives: 
    The students will be able to: 

A) Experience what it would be like to investigate a crime scene. 
B) Evaluate evidence and primary/secondary sources by applying 

their knowledge of Arkansas History 
C) Learn about famous Arkansas politicians 
D) Learn about early Arkansas politics and the importance of dueling 

to it.  
E) Create a crime report that would propose a solution to the crime 

 
2) Materials: 
 A) Evidence (See Attachment for list of evidence) 
 B) Tape 
 C) Rubber gloves 
 D) Map drawn of the room 
 E) Evidence folders 
 F) Pens, pencils, markers 



 G) Large squares of bulletin board paper 
 H) Clue list for teacher 
 
3) Activities/Procedures: 

A) Before class, the room will need to be set up. The desks can be 
moved if space is needed. The set up will require a lot of space 
for planting evidence and the “body”.  Use masking tape to 
outline a “body” on the floor (to look like a chalk outline). Number 
the evidence, 1-13. Plant the “gun” (evidence piece 2) and 
membership card (evidence piece 11) on the “body” (outline). The 
other evidence can be planted elsewhere in the room. It is a good 
idea to designate on area around the body for the students to 
focus on. A map of the classroom should be put somewhere that 
is accessible to the students. An accessible timeline should also 
be posted, along with 9 pieces of large bulletin board paper with 
the names of the suspects written at the top.  

     Time for preparation: 1hour  
 
B) When the students come in, keep them away from the crime 

scene and tell them that there has been a murder. Then, tell them 
that the teacher had been planning an amazing lesson plan for the 
day. She had transported a number of famous Arkansan 
politicians from early Arkansas statehood to the future to help 
teach the class the role that they played in Arkansas’ history. The 
teacher had to go to her car to get some supplies, and on her way 
back, at exactly 5:30 AM, she heard two shots being fired. She ran 
into the room and found a body on the floor. The teacher then has 
the class get into groups of two if there are more that 12 students. 
She passes out rubber gloves, telling her students that she needs 
their help to figure out what took place in room 402.  

      Time: 5 min.  
 
C) The students should search for evidence hidden in the 

designated area. They can’t touch anything without gloves, or 
they might contaminate the evidence. They must place each piece 
of evidence in its own evidence folder. On the front of the folder, 
they must write the number of the evidence, summarize what it is 
(e.g., primary source, secondary source, and what type (e.g., 
journal entry, newspaper article) and then make conclusions 
about what the evidence implies. Once they have done this with 
the first piece of evidence, they may go and look for more until all 
of the evidence is found.  

     Time: 15 minutes. 
 



D) Once all of the evidence is found and evaluated, have all of the 
students sit down. Talk about possible suspects to lead them in 
the right direction for younger ages.  

     Time: 5 minutes 
 
E) Have the students present the evidence to the class from 1-13. 

Call on them, starting with one and working to 13. Help them 
evaluate and suggest possible conclusions if they seem to be 
having trouble. Make sure they distinguish who the evidence is 
about (e.g., who was the 1st governor of Arkansas State?)  

      Time: 15-20 minutes 
 
F) Have them think about who committed the murder, who they 

killed, and why they did it.  
      Time: 2 minutes 
 
G) If there is time, allow the students to go to the paper with the 

name of their prime suspect on it.  
     Time: 2 minutes 
 
H) If there is time, have them write why they think this person 

committed the murder, and who they think they murdered.  
      Time: 3 minutes 

 
 4) Homework: 
 A) Students shall evaluate the evidence and write up a crime report 
for homework. The report should include who they think was murdered, 
who killed them, and why. They should back up this conclusion with 
specific examples of evidence.  
 
*Evidence:  

1) Eyewitness Account: The first governor of Arkansas Territory was 
seen leaving the room at 5:10 AM, and never returned until the shots 
were heard at 5:30 AM. When he arrived in the room after hearing the 
shots, he saw Mrs. Keen standing over the body with a terrified look 
on her face.  

2) A “gun” (a drawing of a gun) that was in the hand of the victim. 
3) A “gun” 
4) Eyewitness Account: The first governor of Arkansas State was last 

seen leaving room 402 at 5:00 AM. He did not return until shots were 
heard at 5:30 AM. When he turned the hallway, he saw Mrs. Law 
running from the room looking worried.  

5) Journal entry from Mrs. Law saying that she secretly wanted to be 
the 1st Governor of Arkansas. She invented a time machine to go 
back in time, and now all she had to do was eliminate her 
competition.  



6) Copy of Arkansas Gazette with two articles. One says that Conway 
beat Oden in the Congressional election of 1827. The other is an 
article where a witness heard Crittenden threaten to kill Woodruff for 
publishing ‘A Voter.’ 

7) Blank lesson plan of Mrs. Keen’s. On it, she has written that she 
couldn’t think of a lesson plan for that day, but that she would do 
anything to make class more interesting. ANYTHING for a good 
lesson plan.  

8) Copy of Arkansas Gazette with two articles. One claiming that 
Woodruff published awful letters about Crittenden. Some were 
written by Conway. The other stating that Sevier was next in line for 
the Congressional seat after Conway.  

9) Summary of court case between Crittenden and Woodruff, where 
Crittenden is suing Woodruff for $25,000 for slandering his good 
name.  

10) Arkansas Gazette clip with two articles. One establishes importance 
of dueling to early elite in Arkansas. The other is a sworn testimony 
from Woodruff saying he would never duel.  

11) Family membership card, planted on the “body”. 
12) Eyewitness account: The person who lost to Conway in the 

Congressional election of 1827 was last seen in room 402 at 5:20 AM. 
While he was leaving, he saw Henry Conway entering with an angry 
look on his face. Sevier was still in the room when he left.  

13)  Eyewitness account: Sevier left the room at 5:28 AM, as Robert 
Crittenden stormed in shouting, “You ruined my career, Conway!” 

 
*Implications of Evidence: 
1) Mrs. Law- Secretly wanted to be the first governor of Arkansas.  Did she 
eliminate her only competition while she had the chance? 
2) Mrs. Keen- Her desire to make a good lesson plan that would give her 
students a love of history might have led her to murder.  
3) James Miller- 1st governor of Arkansas territory is eliminated by 
eyewitness account. 
4) Henry Conway- Ran against Odon in election, and became Arkansas 
delegate to Congress in 1827. Did this make Odon mad enough at him that 
he killed Conway? He wrote mean letters about Crittenden to the Gazette. 
Would these letters have made Crittenden angry enough to kill Conway? 
He was a member of the family (family ID card).  
5) James Conway- He was a member of the family (family ID card) first 
governor of Arkansas is eliminated through eye witness account.  
6) Robert Crittenden- Recently had articles published against him in the 
Gazette. He was angry at Woodruff for publishing these articles. He was 
angry at Conway for writing these articles. Was he angry enough at either 
of these people to murder them? 



7) Sevier- Was next in line for the congressional delegate after Henry 
Conway. He really wanted the job. Was it enough to drive him to murder? 
He was a member of the family (family ID card) 
8) Odon- Was angry that Henry Conway won the election for delegate to 
Congress in 1827. Was he bitter enough to murder Conway? 
9) Woodruff- Was in a fierce legal battle with Crittenden over some letters 
he published that slandered his good name. Did he murder Crittenden to 
avoid paying the $25,000?   
 
*Content Standards Addressed 
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
SSPS 1.1.   Identify primary and secondary and sources. 
SSPS 1.3.   Apply historical methodologies to understand the differences 

between fact and opinion.  
SSPS.1.4.    Develop creative and critical thinking skills. 
PAG 1.3.     Summarize the characteristics of effective leadership in 

Arkansas in historical and contemporary time periods. 
 

TPS.4.AH.9-
12.4 

Discuss the historical importance of Arkansas’ territorial officials: 
• James Miller 
• Robert Crittenden 
• Henry Conway 
• James Conway 
• Ambrose Sevier  
• “The Family” 
 

 
References: 
 

1. The Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture: Dueling. 
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-
detail.aspx?entryID=3692 

2. The University of Arkansas at Little Rock William H. Bowen School of 
Law Territorial Brief s and Records: Robert Crittenden vs. William E. 
Woodruff. http://arcourts.ualr.edu/case-075/75.1.html 

3. An Arkansas History for Young People: Third Edition by T. Harri 
Baker and Jane Browning 

 

http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=3692
http://www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net/encyclopedia/entry-detail.aspx?entryID=3692
http://arcourts.ualr.edu/case-075/75.1.html


Arkansas History Lesson Plan 
 

Identifying Arkansas on a Map 
 
*Lesson Title 
Identifying Arkansas on a Map 
 
*Appropriate Grade Level 
Kindergarten 
 
*Author 
Donna Boyd 
 
*District/School/Grade 
Magnolia School District West Side Kindergarten Teacher 
 
*Enduring Understandings 
I know where I live and I can locate it on a Map.   
Children will distinguish Arkansas from other states and be able to locate 
Arkansas on a map of the United States and on a globe.    
 
*Essential Questions 
What shape does the state of Arkansas remind you of? 
What do you like about living in Arkansas? 
 
*Overview 
This lesson contains activities that will provide the children opportunities 
to identify the shape of our state and how it differs from other states.    
This lesson also provides the children with map and globe experiences. 
 
*Background Information 
The children should have prior experience with maps and globes.     
 
*List of Materials 
Maps, globes, large patterns of Arkansas, small patterns of Arkansas made 
out of sandpaper, aquarium or other small rocks, crayons for rubbing, 
paint, markers, painting paper, cubes or other small blocks for outlining the 
state, glue, United States Map floor puzzle and stickers, books – Arkansas 
The United States by Julie Murray, Arkansas by Anne Welsbacher, N is for 
Natural State An Arkansas Alphabet by Michael Shoulders.  
 
*Vocabulary- 
United States, Arkansas, perimeter, country, state, county, town, globe, and 
map. 
 



*Activities 
1) Children will trace large patterns of Arkansas and paint them.   
When the paintings are dry, the children will label the state, capitol, and the 
town in which they live.   
A small rock will be glued on the map to identify the state capitol.   
The children will then describe the location of their town compared to Little 
Rock. 
 
2) Children will use different colors to rub sand paper or wall paper 
patterns of Arkansas.   
Cut out patterns from different textures of wallpaper/sandpaper.   
Relate the different textures to landforms.   
Classify the rubbings by the landform it most resembles.  Example: very 
smooth wallpaper would look most like plains.   
Children can also practice writing their color words by labeling rubbings 
with the color they chose for it. 
 
3) Given a desk map copy of the United States children will locate Arkansas 
and denote it by placing a sticker on it. 
 
4) Given large cardboard patterns of Arkansas children will outline the 
perimeter of the state.   
Children will discuss the meaning of the word perimeter. 
 
5) Children will discuss where Arkansas is located on the map and states 
that surround it using words related to location, direction and distance.  
Children will discuss the states and the river that create the border of 
Arkansas.    
 
6) Children will discuss facts, experiences and make text to self-
connections after reading the book Arkansas: the United States by Julie 
Murray 
 
*Cross-curricular connections: content framework and SLEs 
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
G.1.K.3 Identify the state of Arkansas on a map of the United States.  
Measure and compare distances using non-standard units.   
M.13.K.6 Surround a figure with objects (links, craft sticks, etc) and tell how 
many it takes to go around (Perimeter answers the question:  How many 
units does it take to travel a path?)  Demonstrate and describe the relative 
position of numbers.   
G.10.K.1 Demonstrate and describe the relative position of objects as 
follows: over, under, inside, outside, on, beside, between, above, below, on 
top of, upside- down, behind, in back of and in front of.   
G.1.K.4 Recognize the United States on a world map or globe.   



G.1K.5 Identify land on maps and globes.   
G.1.K.8 Recognize the difference between maps and globes.   
G.1.K.9 Recognize that maps and globes represent models of the Earth. 
G.1.K.6 Identify water on maps and globes.  
ESS.8.K.1 Identify various characteristics of Earth’s surface.   
PS.6.K.1 Demonstrate spatial relationships including but not limited to 
over, under, left and right.   
 
Arkansas English Language Arts Curriculum Framework: 
Oral and Visual Communications   
OV.1.K.1 Name or describe people, places, things, locations, sizes, colors, 
shapes, numbers and actions.   
Writing   
W.6K.4 Spell a few high frequency words correctly. 
W.6.K.10 Use correct letter formation.   
Reading  
R.9K.1 Make connections from text to self during read aloud.   
R.9K.5 Ask and answer questions about the text.  Research/Inquiry Process 
IR.12.K.1 Label objects and places.   
IR.12.K.1 Share information about a topic. 
 
*Estimated Time allotted for lesson 
Read aloud and group discussion including locating Arkansas on the maps 
and globes (20 minutes).   
The other activities are incorporated into daily work centers.    
 
*Assessment  
Children will identify Arkansas on a map of the United States by circling it.  
Children will be observed during center activities and in their writing. 
 
*Resources/bibliography 
Arkansas by Anne Welsbacher 
Arkansas: The United States by Julie Murray 
N is for Natural State: an Arkansas Alphabet by Michael Shoulders  
A Book about Arkansas by Betty Wilson.  
 
*Extension activity 
Children write about a place within our state they read about.   
List the states that border Arkansas.     
 
*Attachments  
 
This is a song I sing with my children: 
“Where oh where is Arkansas? 
Where oh where can it be? 
It’s one of the 50 United States, 



And that’s where I live you see!” 
(Sung to the tune of “Where, oh where, has my little dog gone?”) 
 
The following two songs are songs we sing each year when we study 
Arkansas.  I do not know the author of these songs.  They were just made 
up at our school and passed around.  The first one could be changed to 
any town and county. 
 
“Arkansas, Arkansas  
Columbia County in Arkansas 
Magnolia, Magnolia 
Columbia County in Arkansas 
 
West Side Kindergarten Teachers 
Magnolia, Arkansas   
 
There is a state that I live in and Arkansas is its name-o 
Arka nsas, Arka nsas, Arka nsas 
And Arkansas is its name-o” 
(Sung to the tune of Bingo) 
 
 
 
 
    



 
Arkansas History Lesson Plan 

 
Learning about Honeybees in Arkansas 

 
*Appropriate Grade Level:  
Kindergarten 
 
*Name of author:  
Betty Louise Wilson 
 
*District–Magnolia Public Schools/ School–West Side/ Grade level taught/ 
Kindergarten 
 
*Enduring Understanding–  
I know where I live and my state has chosen the honeybee as the state 
insect. 
 
*Essential Questions–  
How do honeybees make our state a better place?   
What kinds of things do we use honey and wax for?   
What would you most like to do if you were a honeybee? 
 
*Student Learning Expectations from K-6 Social Studies Frameworks– 
H.6.K.2– Identify state symbols of Arkansas– insect 
C.5.K.3– Identify voting procedures by participating in a classroom voting 
process 
 
*Overview– 
Students will investigate, dramatize the actions of, and create the Arkansas 
state insect, the honeybee. 
 
*Lesson Objective–  
Students will learn that the Arkansas state insect is the honeybee, and that 
the honeybee helps our state environment by pollinating flowers and 
making honey for us to eat and sell. 
 
*Teaching Strategies–  
Teacher and children will create a KWL chart, brainstorming what we would 
kike to know about honeybees.  We will read the nonfiction book 
Honeybees, then search the internet for any unanswered questions posed 
in the chart. 
 



After filling out the chart, the children will pretend to actually BE 
honeybees.  I place yellow hexagon shapes with sight words on them in 
various places (i.e. tables, shelves, or hanging on the wall) around the 
room to represent the honeycomb cells, and each child has a bag of sight 
words, that represent the nectar they will deposit as they buzz around, a 
concept which was presented in the book.  As I play music in the 
background the “honeybees” buzz around with their bag of words.  They 
choose a word and select the honeycomb with the matching word, then 
glue the word to the honeycomb.  The children continue buzzing around 
and gluing words to the honeycombs until their nectar (word) bag is empty.  
As the children work, I circulate around the room and check their progress.  
After several minutes of “depositing nectar” (words), we gather back on the 
carpet and check each yellow honeycomb hexagon shape to see if the 
words on each match the word I have written on it.  Then we share what we 
have learned about our state insect.  I carefully choose 5 sight words from 
the group of words we have used during the honey making process and 
write facts about bumblebees using these words.   
  Ex.  The honeybee is our state insect. 
                                We like to eat honey in Arkansas. 
           A honeybee can collect nectar. 
 
*Extension–  
Students can write the sentences themselves or along with the teacher in a 
journal during small group.  Children are asked to illustrate their journal 
writing.  Or this can be done as an interactive writing experience.  After this 
activity in completed the hexagons are placed on the wall in true beehive 
formation and used to practice sight word reading during center time or 
review sight words during large group time.  The children use pointers to 
read the words they have glued to the hexagons and placed in the 
formation of a hive. 
 
*Background information–  
A working knowledge of honeybees, pollination, and how honeybees make 
honey. 
 
*List of materials–  
Non-fiction book about Honeybees 
       Large chart paper and markers 
       12-15 large yellow hexagon shapes cut from construction  

      paper and labeled with sight words 
        Plastic baggies containing the sight words on small strips                          
                            of paper 
                              Lively music (possibly The Flight of the Bumblebee,  

which I downloaded for my class from an Internet music 
store) 

 



*Vocabulary–  
Cell, pollinate, nectar, insect, hive 
 
 



Arkansas History Lesson Plan Template 
 

Natural Resources Used by Settlers on the Buffalo River 
 
*Appropriate Grade Level(s) 
 3rd grade Art Classes 

 
*Full name of author 
 Becki Jech Art Teacher 
  
*District/School/Grade level(s) taught  
  Harrison School District/Forest and Eagle Heights/ Grades K-4 Art classes                                  
 
*Enduring Understanding  
  I have an understanding about the importance of the Buffalo National River and 
why protecting its resources are so important.  
 
*Essential Questions 
 How did the Indians and the Pioneers use natural resources to live on the Buffalo 
River?   What materials did they use and recycle for their well being on the river? 

 
*Student Learning Expectations from K-6 Social Studies Framework 
G1.4.2,  G2.4.1,  G2.4.4,  G3.4.2,  G3.4.4,  G3.4.5,  G3.4.6,  H6.4.1,  H6.4.3,  H6.4.10,  
H6.4.12,  H6.4.22,  E.8.4.3 

 
*Lesson Plan which must include all of the following: 

 
*Overview 
 Third grade art will discuss the Buffalo River and its Natural Resources.  Third 
grade will discuss the use of the white oak tree for making baskets.  Students 
will be shown samples of baskets made from the oak tree and how they were 
used along the river by the Indians and Pioneers.  There will be a 
demonstration on the way oak splints are made into weavers and into a market 
basket and egg basket.  Students will make a basket using the weaving 
technique. 
 
*Lesson Objective  
The objective of the lesson is to be able to discuss and recall what we learn 
about the river’s natural resources and how they were used in the lives of the 
settlers.  The lesson objective is to be able to take a natural resource and 
create a work of functional art. 
 
*Teaching Strategies 
Introduce the river by showing pictures of settlers, their pottery, baskets, log 
cabins, handmade tools, quilts, gardens etc.  Discuss the seasons on the river 
and how it determines what is needed for a settler to survive.  In groups write 
down what materials were needed to make tools, homes, pottery, baskets, 
gardens, etc.  Discussion on why the white oak tree is selected. 
Demonstration of the steps from the oak tree to the end results of a basket.  



 
*Background information 
 Discuss the river and the history of the area.  Discuss wildlife and plants on 
the river.  Watch a video of the river and how the river was protected and made 
a National River.  Look at Art work of Arkansas artist as basket makers. 
 
*List of materials 
 Wooden basket bases with holes precut, round reed #5, round reed #3, plastic 
buckets for water, beads and feathers to decorate. 
 
*Vocabulary: 
Natural resources protect, conserve,  Buffalo River, recycle, handmade, oak 

splints, weavers, plaited, weave, wooden base, reed, ribs, shaper, splicing or 
overlapping, tucking in 
  
*Activities  
The Park Service at Tyler Bend on the Buffalo has very good educational tour 
of the historical log cabins. They discuss the way the settlers used natural 
resources to live.  
 

*Cross-curricular connections. Identify the content framework and SLEs. 
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
A1.3,  A1.4,  A1.8,  A1.9,  A2.4,  A2.5,  A2.7,  A2.8,  A2.9,  A3.7, A3.9,    ESS8.2.4 
 
*Assessment  
 The students will make a basket.  In groups they will discuss the use of natural 
resources on the river and turn in a list of natural resources and their use to the 
settlers.  This will be shared with the whole class. Teacher Observation, 
Demonstration, and Discussion 
 
*Estimated time allotted for lesson  
  Four hours or four 40 minutes classes 

 
*Adaptations for special needs learners  
Special needs learners can participate and make this project to the best of their 
ability.  They can weave yarn instead of reed around the frame of the basket.  The 
softer material is easier to work with and will make a basket if the frame is already 
secure.  They can listen and add to the conversation of natural resources with a 
group. 

 
*Resources/bibliography  
  Great video from the park service called Buffalo National Treasure.  
 
  Books in our libraries about pioneers and Indians on the river. 
 
  Any basket book an art teacher might have showing different styles of baskets.  
 
The Basket Book by Lyn Siler.  It shows baskets, and how they were used.  It 
shows egg baskets, fish baskets, market baskets, weed baskets, etc. 



Pioneer Projects by Bobbie Kalman 
Cherokee by Emilie Lepithiem 
Garden Sass by Nancy McDonough 
Trees of Arkansas by Dwight M. Moore (Ark. Forest Commission) 
N is for Natural State by Michael Shoulder 
The Ozarks by Richard Rhodes 
Native American postcards (30) from Crizmac Art and  Cultural Education catalog.  
Contains postcards of Indian pottery, baskets, hides, clothing, and weavings 

 
*Extension activity  
Visit the river and study the river in their classrooms.  Have the National River 
staff visit the schools and bring tools, pottery, baskets, etc. that were made on 
the river.  Visit the Boone County Historical Museum and view pottery, 
arrowheads, tools, etc. found on the river.  The artist at Mt. View has a very good 
workshop in the summer on basket weaving with white oak. Leon Jennings of Mt. 
View, old time basket weaver, is great source of information. 
 
 
 

 



Arkansas History Lesson Plan Template 
 

Places in My World 
 
*Appropriate Grade Level(s): 
Grade 2 

 
*Author:   
Lavona Sue Clanton 
  
*District/School/Grade level(s):   
Berryville/Berryville School/Grades K-3   
English as a Second Language                                  
 
*Enduring Understanding:     
I know my place in Arkansas and the world.  
 
*Essential Questions 
 

• Where would I like to go? Why?  How could I get there? 
• Where do I live now? 
• Why do I need to know where I live? 
• Where am I in relation to others? 
• Why would I need to know where other places are in my world? 
• How can I get to the _(LANDMARKS IN ARKANSAS)__ from here?  
• Why do people come to Arkansas?  
 

*Student Learning Expectations from K-6 Social Studies Framework 
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 

Strand:  Geography 
Standard 1 
G.1.2.1 Define relative location 
G.1.2.2 Locate the county in which the student lives on an Arkansas map 
G.1.2.3 Locate the capital of Arkansas 
G.1.2.4 Identify and locate countries bordering the United States 
G.1.2.5 Locate and define the North and South Poles and the Equator on a 
map or globe 
G.1.2.6 Locate the seven continents using a map or globe 
G.1.2.7 Name and locate the four major oceans 
G.1.2.8 Describe how climate changes with the seasons 
G.1.2.9 Distinguish between types of maps:  physical, political, historical 
G.1.2.10 Understand the purpose of cap components:  title, compass rose, 
legend/key, map scale 
G.1.2.11 Describe the relative locations of places using cardinal directions 



G.1.2.12 Identify and locate physical features on maps and globes:  rivers, 
lakes, oceans, mountains, islands, desert, and coast 
G.1.2.13 Construct maps of a familiar place that include title, compass rose, 
and legend/key. 
Standard 2 
G.2.2.3 Compare and contrast how people in rural and urban areas live and 
work 
Strand History 
Standard 6 
H.6.2.3  Discuss historical people of Arkansas (e.g. Bill Clinton, Scott Joplin) 
Strand Economics 
Standard 8 
E.8.2.4  Give examples of capital resources 

 
*Lesson Plan which must include all of the following: 

 
*Overview 

Students will explore various globes, maps, and atlases to determine 
where they live.  They will find where relatives live and figure out routes 
they could use to get there.  They will locate where favorite authors and 
illustrators live, find locations mentioned in reading selections, and, and 
then tell where that is in relation to Arkansas or their town if it’s in the 
same state.  Students will be able to find Arkansas’ approximate location 
on the globe or map of continents.  Students will be able to locate 
Arkansas on a U.S. map.  Students will be able to draw a state map and 
locate their town and state capital. Students will be able to locate 
Arkansas places of interest on an Arkansas map. Students will find places 
of interest found in their reading selections/books and author & illustrator 
studies. Students will listen to books about Arkansas. Students will 
evaluate why people move to different locations and plan some trips of 
their own.   

 
*Lesson Objectives: 
1.  Students will be able to state their planet, continent, country, state, 
county, and town. 
2.  Students will be able to use the globe, maps, and atlas to locate Arkansas. 
3.  Students will be able to explain which directions you would travel to reach 
a destination (north, south, east, west, NE, NW, SE, SW, provided a compass 
rose for the later) 
4.  Students will be able to identify characteristics of places (rural, city, 
mountains, flat land, water, attractions, jobs, relatives, climate, schools, etc.) 
that influence people’s decisions to locate or visit there. 
5.  Students will be able to choose a destination to visit and support their 
choice with facts obtained from maps and research. 
6. Students will be able to understand and provide appropriate answers to 
the essential questions. 



 
*Teaching Strategies: 

Post questions so you can refer to them often, have access to maps, 
globes, atlases, and internet sites when needed, read to students about 
places in the state and around the world, find out where authors and 
illustrators of books used are from, demonstrate and model asking 
questions about places, as well as, using globes, maps, atlases. Provide 
vocabulary study as needed by individuals. Accept student’s selections 
with enthusiasm.  Help them to use vocabulary correctly when speaking.  
Make this study correlate smoothly with other areas (reading, science-
water, math-directions, writing-descriptions/word choice).  Revisit and 
provide students time to really use in their world, therefore really learn. 
 

*Background information 
 Understand questions and the concept of location as a place. 
 
*List of materials 

Globes, world maps, atlases, United States maps, Arkansas maps, access 
to internet for maps and information, access to library, current reading 
and content materials, flash cards, paper, pencil, markers, crayons, 
student journals, books. 
 
Books I used, but you may be able to find others: 
 

Welsbacher, Anne. (1998)  Arkansas. Edina, Minnesota:  Abdo &  
Daughters. 

 
Shoulders, Michael and Anderson, Rick. (2003) N is for Natural State:   
  An Arkansas Alphabet. Chicago, Michigan:  Sleeping Bear 
  Press. 
 
*Vocabulary 
Location, place, direction, north, south, east, west, planet, Earth, continent, 
North America, country, United States, state, Arkansas, city, town, your city 
or town, relation to, atlas, globe, map, mountains, plains, valley, river, lake, 
capital, farming, city, rural, climate, jobs, relatives or kin, local attractions 
and others from reading materials according to your students needs. 

 
*Activities 

 Explore in pairs and small groups globes, world maps, U.S. maps, and 
state maps to find Arkansas.  Try to get students to see on global 
maps Arkansas is not labeled but they can estimate where it is using 
the other maps.  May need to use a visual of a large circle with each 
location inside being a smaller circle or a large upside down triangle to 
show large (continent to country to state to town). 



 Allow students to use several different kinds and sizes of atlases.  My 
students didn’t know name “atlas” but they learned and quickly 
learned to use the index to find the page to look for their place. 

 Use maps to find where their relatives live(this seems to happen 
naturally).  Ask questions like is that near or far from Arkansas?  Can 
you show me where it is?  Where is Arkansas? 

 Every time a location is mentioned in a reading selection or a book is 
shared the teacher will allow time for students to find where that place 
or person is from and explain where it is from Arkansas(this will go on 
all year and reinforce map skills and students’ ability to give 
directions) 

 Listen to and discuss book N is for Natural State:   An Arkansas 
Alphabet by Michael Shoulders and Illustrated by Rick Anderson 

 Use computers to look at maps. Place several good websites under 
“favorites” and allow students to explore these to find locations given 
in book.  Some good sites are:  
www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/usstates/ar.htm and 
www.arkansas.com/maps/ 

 Have students read Arkansas by Anne Welsbacher 
 Have students use landform maps and information from the book to 

color in the main landforms found in Arkansas.  (This can be simple or 
more complex—with or without a key—according to ability level 
students are at) Application Skill 

 Have students share what “characteristics of the land and climate” 
they prefer where they live? Then ask them if country, rural or city, 
attractions, jobs, or relatives make a difference in their choice. (Self 
Evaluation) 

 Have students make a list of at least 3 places they would like to visit 
(may be ones they have read about or seen on television or heard 
about).  Then guide them in simple research of these places to pick 
one. Tell students to try and pick different places from there peers. 
Then have the students draw a map to show this place in relation to 
Arkansas or town if in same state. Include with map a key, compass 
rose, and title.  

 Next, you need to give students a choice in projects:  They can write 
an essay about why this is such a great place.  They can design a 
poster and give an oral presentation using their own notes.  They can 
write a letter to someone at a school in this location and ask them to 
write back with information about living there. They might create a 
travel brochure or commercial. The ideas are as varied as the students.  
However, make it a challenge for each one in which they have to think 
and apply themselves.  All students must share their project in some 
way and answer “Essential Question” #1 Where would I like to go? 
Why?  How could I get there? 

 Have students locate names of town, county, and state in weekly local 
newspapers. 

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/usstates/ar.htm
http://www.arkansas.com/maps/


 Have students discuss in large group, then write in journals about:   
                    Why I need to know where other places are in my world? 
                    Why do people come to Arkansas?  

 Play games with the students where you name a place and they find it 
on an Arkansas map-or name a continent-or name a state-or ask them 
which direction would you travel from Arkansas to get to____?  (They 
love it!)  You can roll a die and keep points, but mine just like the 
challenge with the maps to see who can find it first.  I’ve also cut out 
continents from a world map shuffled them and had the students 
match labels to them.  At first we just did for accuracy, but now they 
like to be timed.  U.S. State puzzles are also enjoyed by students and 
reinforce location of places. These types of games should be done 
throughout the year to reinforce learning, especially on days before 
holidays because they don’t see it as work!   

 
 
*Cross-curricular connections. Identify the content framework and SLEs. 
 
Arkansas English Language Arts Curriculum Framework: 
OV.1.2.1 Use words that reflect a growing range of interests and knowledge. 
OV.1.2.6 Use oral language for different purposes ( i.e., to inform, persuade, and 
entertain. 
OV.1.2.7 Support spoken ideas and opinions with examples and evidence. 
OV.1.2.8 Give three step and four step directions. 
OV.1.2.12 Ask and answer questions. 
OV.2.2.1 Demonstrate active listening behaviors 
OV.2.2.3 Follow oral directions with three or four steps 
OV.2.2.4 Listen to literature and respond appropriately, including 
comparing/contrasting and extending the text 
W.4.2.3 Make decisions about which topic to work on over several days 
W.4.2.12 Edit writing 
W.4.2.14 Prepare pieces for publication 
W.4.2.16 Use available technology for publishing 
W.5.2.3 Write daily 
W.5.2.4 Respond to open-ended questions 
W.5.2.7 Write letters 
W.5.2.13 Write in personal journals 
W.6.2.11 Capitalize proper nouns 
W.6.2.16 Write legibly in manuscript 
W.7.2.5 Apply new vocabulary and concepts into writing 
R.11.2.7 Learn new words from reading and discuss the meanings 
IR.12.2.4 Access information from such sources as charts, maps, graphs, and 
directions. 
IR.12.2.5 Locate information from a variety of print, non print, and technological 
resources 
 



*Assessments 
Observations of ability to use tools and complete tasks. 
Projects that answer the essential questions. 
Classroom oral answers and participation in discussions. 
Journal responses. 
Performance task where student can explain in oral or written form how to 
get from Arkansas to a location or to Arkansas from another location. 

 
 
*Estimated time allotted for lessons 
  2 weeks- but reinforced all year through games and use of tools in other  

areas 
 
*Adaptations for special needs learners 
 Included in activities above 

 
*Resources/bibliography 
 Included in activities and materials list 

 
*Extension activity  
 Included in activities 
 
*Attachments 
 Rubrics should be written for oral and written responses and projects  

designed by teacher based on student expectations and area in writing 
you would like to focus on…. 

 
*Sample rubric for finding and naming locations: 

1. Can name and find all seven continents. +____/14 
2. Can name and find the four main oceans +____/8 
3. Can locate the country he/she lives in and tell the name +___/2 
4. Can locate and name his/her state. +____/2 
5. Can locate and name his/her county.  +_____/2 
6. Can locate and name his/her town. +____/2 
7. Can read or show a neighboring country to south and north. +___/2 
8. Can read or show a neighboring state to south, north, east, and west. 

+___/4 
 



 
*Sample presentation rubric: 
 

PRESENTATION RUBRIC         
 
NAME________________________________________________________ 
 
0=Not shown   1= LESS THAN SATISFACTORY   2=SATISFACTORY    
3=GOOD 
 
NOTE:  Modifications may be made in areas where an ESL student is rated a 
3 or less in language ability (for example in pronunciation).  However, with 
practice before hand this shouldn’t be a big concern. 
 

1. The student can be heard.                                     0        1           2          3      
 
       
2. Speaking was fluent.                                               0        1           2          3          

 
   
3. Vocabulary words are pronounced correctly        0        1          2           3      

 
 

4. Student appears will prepared/researched             0        1          2           3       
 

      
5. Use of map.                                                                0        1          2           3            
 

         
 

COMMENTS:____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________    

 



Arkansas History Lesson Plan One 
 

Play-Do Soto 
 
*Teacher:   
Jenny Mayer 
 
*Grade:  
Fifth Grade    
 
*Subject:  
The Six Natural Regions of Arkansas and the Journey of De Soto 
 
*Overview:   
This lesson will require hands-on learning as well as seeing and hearing to 
learn. Learning styles will be visual, auditory, and active learning. These 
children need all three to be able to really understand and remember the 
contents. They will be involved in a fun manner while listening to 
instructions and applying them.   
 
*Objectives:   
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
Strand: Geography 
Standard One: Physical and Spatial 
G.1.5.2 
G.1.5.6 
G.1.5.10 
 
* Methods, Media, and Materials:  

• DVD of De Soto’s Journey through Arkansas (This is teacher’s 
choice, there are different version out there, so this should be based 
on what you find to be best suited for your students and lesson), 
Television, VHS/DVD player 

• Pull-down Map of the United States 
• Map of De Soto’s Trail in Arkansas, Markers 
• Worksheet on De Soto’s Trail (Questions for review, based on 

version of video watched) 
• Overhead projector screen  
• Play-Dough, toothpicks, cardboard, thumbtacks, worksheet of  the 

state of Arkansas, plastic paper, paint(six different colors), 
paintbrushes, cups  

• Worksheet on Six Natural Regions of Arkansas (Map of Arkansas; 
have the students  locate six natural regions plus any additional 
information you want to add from earlier in the week) 



• Exam over the past week ( Teacher will make up own test) 
• Mystery Box 
• Candy 

 
*Resources: 
Donald E. Sheppard. Spanish Exploration and Conquest of Native America: 
Conquest States: De Soto’s Arkansas Trail. 
http://www.floridahistory.com/arkansab.html 
 
(2008) Delta Culture Center: Delta Geography. 
http://www.deltaculturalcenter.com/geography/ 
 
(2008) Parkin Archeological State Park 
http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/parkinarcheological/ 
 
Michael B. Dougan, Arkansas Odyssey: The Saga of Arkansas from 
Prehistoric Times to Present.  Little Rock, Arkansas: 1994  
 
Public Library  
 
Utilize Method, Media, and Materials: The television will be used to play the 
DVD/VHS. The pull-down map of the U.S. will be used to show the location 
of Arkansas and the name of the region in which it is located.  The Map of 
Arkansas will be shown on the over head projector, so the students can 
have a visual of De Soto’s journey. A worksheet will be given as homework 
to be taken home and filled out. The worksheet will be teacher’s choice of 
questions based on the version of the video watched. Play-Dough will be 
needed to make into the shape of Arkansas.  The toothpicks will be used 
for the students to mark the trail of De Soto’s journey. Plastic will be used 
to place the play-dough on for drying overnight.  Paint and paintbrushes 
will be used to paint the six regions of Arkansas. A worksheet will be given 
as homework over the six regions. It will include a map of Arkansas and 
questions of choice on the location of the six natural regions of Arkansas. 
Adding questions on material covered earlier in the week is encouraged.  
The whole process will take five to six days; 45 minutes to an hour each 
day.  
 
 *Learner Participation:    
 
Day One-  

Watch a video on the Journey of De Soto through Arkansas. We will 
then discuss the video and questions about his journey will be answered.   

This will be active learning, since they will watch a video but then be 
required to ask questions about the video. 
 
Alternative Day One-  

http://www.floridahistory.com/arkansab.html
http://www.deltaculturalcenter.com/geography/
http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/parkinarcheological/


Field trip to Parkin State Park. Many Scholars believe this park is the 
American Indian Village of Casqui who were visited by De Soto in 1541. 
Parkin State Park offers audiovisual programs, site tours, workshops, and 
other educational programs.  It also includes a picnic area and playground.   
          This will be active learning; they will be not only watching a video but 
actually seeing one of the sites they have studied or will be studying.  This 
would be very enjoyable to the students.   
 
Day Two-  

Look at map of the U.S. and locate Arkansas on the map, then 
discuss and name the region in which Arkansas is located. (e.g., Mid-West, 
Mid-East, Mid-South) Next, go over a map of De Soto’s Trail throughout 
Arkansas and learn the six natural regions of Arkansas.  The overhead 
projector will be used to show the map, while markers will be used to trace 
along the trail. There will be a worksheet for review over what the students 
have learned the past two days on De Soto’s Journey; multiple choice and 
map questions.   
 This learning will be active and passive since they will be listening to 
the lecture plus given a worksheet for homework over the lesson. 
 
Day Three-  

Each student will get with a partner. Each partner will be given a 
cardboard square, play-dough, and a toothpick.  They will trace the map of 
Arkansas on the cardboard squares. Then they will shape the play-dough 
in the shape of Arkansas.  The toothpicks will be used to mark the trail of 
De Soto. The thumbtacks will be used to mark some of the main places that 
De Soto visited. We will then locate and discuss the six natural regions of 
Arkansas.  The play-dough will then be put on the plastic and left to dry 
over night.   
 This learning is active because they will be doing hands on activity 
with the play dough and everything will be done on what they have learned 
from the days before.  
  
Day Four-  

Locate the six natural regions of Arkansas together.  Then the 
students will join their partner to paint each section a different color.  On 
the board will be the names of the region and out beside each region will 
be the name of a color.  The students will be required to paint each region 
the color it is matched with. Afterwards a worksheet will be given as 
homework to be filled out and brought back the next day.  It will be over the 
regions of Arkansas.  
  This is active learning since one again it will be a hands on activity 
that the students be required to do on their own by memory.  
 
Day five-  



Exam will be given over what they have learned this past week. There 
will multiple choice questions over the video and other interesting facts 
that have been learned all week by the students.  It will also include a map 
of the United States.  A map of Arkansas with blanks on it to fill out what 
the regions are called.  There will be matching on the map to determine the 
location of some of the regions or places that De Soto visited.   
 
Possible Day five-  

If I feel that the students still haven’t quite grasp the concept of the 
locations and the regions of Arkansas, then the students will play a game 
of jeopardy. 

Students will be divided among teams. On the board will be the 
topics and underneath will be the point levels.  They will be given the 
answer and will have to respond with the correct question. The team that 
wins will be given an extra 5 points on their exam. 

Plus, there will be a mystery where the students will get to reach in 
and grab one prize out of it. The prize will be a piece of candy.  
 
*Evaluate and Revise:   

There will be a worksheet given over the video watched on De Soto’s 
Trail, plus one on the United States. The map will be used to see if the 
students can locate Arkansas on the map and name its location. The 
worksheet over the video will be questions that can only be answered by 
watching the video, so I can tell how well they listen and pay attention to 
the details.  I would also like feedback from them of how interesting the 
video will be for future use. This will be a verbal conversation. Hopefully 
this will benefit me in my evaluation plus give them the opportunity to 
discuss the video and see how much they not only have learned but have 
enjoyed. If a field trip is taken the questions will be based upon facts 
learned during the video and the other activities they are engaged in at the 
park. Then, after they have completed their play-dough assignment there 
will be a worksheet over the regions of Arkansas and a discussion over 
what they have learned the past week.  Finally an exam will be given over 
all these areas on the last day.  There will be multiple choice, short 
answers, and a map.  If the worksheets graded and the feedback I have 
gained from the students doesn’t make me feel as if they have met the 
requirements for my objectives, there will be a game played the day before 
the test. It will get all the students involved and yet enjoying it at the same 
time.  It will require everyone’s participation so no one will be able to slip 
out of learning. It will be just like the game Jeopardy. Each student will be 
required to take a turn.  The winning team will be given 5 extra bonus 
points on their exam, plus a surprise from the mystery box.  This should 
keep all the students interest in the game, while they are learning at the 
same time.  
 
  



 

Arkansas History Lesson Plan Template 
 

Progressive Movement 
 
*Appropriate Grade Level(s): 
Grade 6 
 
*Full name of author:   
Kellie A. Van Es  
 
*District/School/Grade level(s) taught:   
Pottsville School District/Pottsville Jr. High/ Eighth Grade  
 
*Enduring Understanding:  
I know the changes that have occurred in Arkansas since Reconstruction.  
 
*Essential Questions: 
What was the Progressive Movement/Progressivism? 
What problems did Arkansans perceive in society in the early 20th 
Century? 
What problems do Arkansans perceive in today's society? 
How can people make a change in society? 
What governmental agencies and community groups work for change? 
What groups work for change in our school? 
  
 
*Student Learning Expectations from K-6 Social Studies Framework:  
 
Arkansas Social Studies Curriculum Framework: 
C.4.6.1 
Compare and contrast the three branches of government at the state and 
national levels of government: 

• executive  
• legislative 
• judicial   

 
C.4.6.3 Discuss the roles and responsibilities of the executive branch e.g., 
state/governor, federal/president)  
C.4.6.4 
Compare and contrast the roles of the legislative branch (e.g., general 
assembly/congress, state congress and federal congress, house, senate)  
 
C.4.6.5 

 



 

Compare and contrast the roles of the judicial branch (e.g., local, state, and 
federal) 
  
*Lesson Plan which must include all of the following:   
 
Overview:  Students will identify problems in early 20th Century Arkansas, 
research those problems and possible solutions, and write to civic leaders 
urging support for change to the perceived problems. 
 
 *Lesson Objective:  
Students will be able to define the Progressive Movement/Progressivism. 
Students will conduct research with the goal of identifying societal 
problems and their solutions from Arkansas's Progressive Era. 
Students will create a poster/flyer/brochure urging others to join in a cause 
relevant to early 20th Century Arkansas. 
Students will write letters to appropriate civic leaders urging support for 
changes in various causes. 
Students will identify key Arkansas officials and their roles in state reform.  
 
*Teaching Strategies: 
Cooperative Learning Groups 
Internet Research of School-Approved Sites 
Library Research 
Interview of parents/teachers/community members 
Letter Writing/Persuasive Writing  
 
*Background information: 
Divide students into groups of 3-4.  Conduct Internet research of school-
approved sites (preselected in advance, linked to school or class webpage) 
to list perceived problems and possible solutions in society in early 20th 
Century Arkansas.  In addition research may be conducted in the library for 
both problems and their solutions.   
 
*List of materials : 
Computers/printers 
Library books/ reference books 
textbooks 
paper 
envelopes 
flyers/brochures/posters to be used as examples 
Internet research form (create a standard research form for students to 
record their sites if your district does not have one) 
Library research form (create a standard research form for students to 
record their library resources if your district does not have one) 
poster boards 
poster paints 

 



 

glue/glitter 
scissors 
markers 
crayons 
colored pencils 
digital camera 
 
*Vocabulary: 
Progressive Movement 
Progressivism 
civic 
community 
reform 
cause 
official 
legislature 
governor 
mayor 
alderman/alderwoman 
  
*Activities: 
Research the Progressive movement in Arkansas using both Internet and 
library resources.   
 
Research officials from the early 1900's in Arkansas:  possibilities:  state 
legislators, governor, mayor, 
city aldermen. 
 
Select one problem from the early 1900's in Arkansas as your group's 
focus.   
 
Create a poster, flyer, or brochure to inform citizens of the problem and 
possible solutions.   
 
Finally, write a letter to a member of the state legislature, to the governor, 
to the mayor, or other 
local official.  Describe the problem and possible solutions. 
 
 
*Cross-curricular connections. Identify the content framework and SLEs.  
 
Arkansas English Language Arts Curriculum Framework: 
W.4.6.3 
Demonstrate an awareness of purpose and audience for all modes of 
written discourse 
W.4.6.4 

 



 

Use available technology to access information by using a card catalog 
and the Internet 
W.5.6.1 
Write to describe, to inform, to entertain, to explain, and to persuade 
W.5.6.10 
Write across the curriculum  
 
*Assessment : 
Rubric: 
5 points:  Research resources from Internet/Library forms. 
5 points:  Clear statement of the problem. 
5 points:  Poster, flyer, brochure. 
5 points:  Letter. 
 
(Adapt this rubric as needed.)  
 
*Estimated time allotted for lesson:   
Research:  3-4 hours in computer lab and library 
2-3 hours in computer lab for those creating a brochure or flyer on the 
computer 
2-3 hours in classroom for those creating a poster 
1 hour in computer lab for writing and printing letter  
 
*Adaptations for special needs learners: 
Combination of grouping for this project may take into consideration 
students' learning styles, language needs, 
reading and writing capabilities.  Grouping students in diverse ability 
groups accommodates learning needs. 
 
More time may be needed for those lacking computer skills.  An 
introductory lesson on Internet research preceding  
this project may be helpful.   
 
*Resources/bibliography: 
Textbook:  An Arkansas History for Young People by T. Harri Baker & Jane 
Browning   
 
*Extension activity: 
Poll your teachers, parents, and other community members about what 
problems exist in your state or community today.  Be sure to get their 
opinions about possible solutions. 
 
*Attachments:  
 
Internet research form: 
 

 



 

Topic:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Sites I explored:__________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Three facts I learned:______________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Questions I have:_________________________________________________  
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Adapt this form for your own uses.)  
 
  
 

 



 

 

 
  



Arkansas History Lesson Plan Template 
 

School Of Fish 
 
*Appropriate Grade Level(s) 
  Kindergarten  Art Classes 

 
*Full name of author  
 Becki Jech  Art Teacher 
  
*District/School/Grade level(s) taught  
  Harrison School District/Forest and Eagle Heights/ Grades K-4 Art classes                                  
 
*Enduring Understanding  
 I have an understanding about the importance of the Buffalo National River and 
why protecting its resources are so important.  Cooperation and helping others 
are very important in the classroom. 
 
*Essential Questions  
  Why did we leave the Buffalo National River a free flowing river instead of 
making it a lake?  What fish live in the river?  What can we do to protect the river?  
Why do fish swim in groups or schools? 

 
*Student Learning Expectations from K-6 Social Studies Framework 
G1.K.10,   G3.K.2,  H6.K.2  E.8.K.4,  G3.K.3,  C5.K.2  
 
*Lesson Plan which must include all of the following: 

 
*Overview 
Students will discuss the fish native to the Buffalo River and discuss their 
environment.  The teacher will explain about the fish swimming in cooperation 
in schools to protect and help each other. The teacher can use the lesson to 
teach cooperation in the classroom.  Students will color a fish that will fit 
together like a puzzle with everyone else’s fish to complete a tessellation.  
 
*Lesson Objective  
The objective of this lesson is to use the cooperation of a school of fish to 
teach cooperation in a classroom.  
 
*Teaching Strategies  
 The use of the cooperation of a school of fish teaches cooperation in the 
classroom.  It will show that the fish fit together like friends in a classroom to 
make the classroom a community that will help each other. 
 
*Background information   
 Students will discuss the river and how fish depend on a clean environment 
and each other to survive.    Students can watch a video of the river and how it 
was protected and made a National River.  Pictures of the river and fish can be 
displayed and discussed.  



 
*List of materials:  
 markers, squiggle eyes, crayons, and puzzle pieces shaped like fish  (Oriental 
Trading catalog) 
 
*Vocabulary: 
School of fish, natural resources, environment,  Buffalo National River,    
protect,  Park Ranger,  food chain ,  cooperation,  helper 
  
*Activities 
  Kindergarten can visit the River.  The Park Service has a real good lesson on 

keeping the river clean.  The students wear boots and stand in the water.  They 
turn over rocks to find little animals and place in a bucket of water.  They will 
discuss the food chain in the river and schools of fish. 

 
*Cross-curricular connections. Identify the content framework and SLEs. 
A1.1,  A1.2,  A 1.7,  A1.9,    A2.1,   A2.5,  A  2.9   
NS1.K.1,  NS1.K.2,  LS2.K.1,  LS2.K.4,  PS6.K.1,  ESS8.K.2,  ESS8.K.3  
 
*Assessment 
  Art work completed and discussed in groups.  Teacher Observation and 
discussion 
 
*Estimated time allotted for lesson 
   Two to three hours or two to three class times 

 
*Adaptations for special needs learners 
 My special needs learners do what the other students do with their own creative 
ability 

 
*Resources/bibliography  
  Great video from the park service called Buffalo National Treasure,  Books in our 
libraries about fish.  Posters of fish from the Park Service.   

 
*Extension activity 
  Kindergarten can visit the river and they study the river in their classrooms.  The 
National River Park Rangers have a great activity for classes at the water’s edge 
of the river. 
 

 































































Arkansas History Lesson Plan  
 

Visual Pictures of the Buffalo National River 
 
*Appropriate Grade Level(s) 
K-4 Art classes 

 
*Full name of author 
Becki Jech,  Art Teacher 
  
*District/School/Grade level(s) 
Harrison School District/Forest and Eagle Heights/ Grades K-4 Art classes                                  
 
*Enduring Understandings 
1.  I know about the environment on the Buffalo River.    
2.  I know the history of the Indians and pioneers that settled a long the river.   
3. I know the importance of protecting the Buffalo River.  
 
*Essential Questions   
• Why did the Indians and pioneers settle near the river?    
• How can we protect the river for humans and the wildlife near the  
          river?   
• Why is it important that the Buffalo was kept a free flowing river?   
 
*Student Learning Expectations from K-6 Social Studies Framework 
 
Arkansas History frameworks that are addressed: 
TCC1.1,  1.2,  1.3,  1.4,  2.2,  2.4,  2.5    
PPE1.1,  1.2,  2.1,  2.2,  2.3   
PPC1.6     
SSPS1.4,  1.5 

 
*Overview   
This lesson plan is a semester of art using the Buffalo River as the theme of our 
unit.  It is a cross-curricular unit using SLEs from Art and Arkansas History.  Each 
grade has projects that involved the study of the river.  Students at different 
grade levels create woven rugs, make baskets, creat pottery bowls, build log 
cabins, and construct teepees.   
 
After discussing wildlife on the river the students draw pictures of animals, birds, 
plants, and reptiles in their environment on the river.   The bulletin board is a 
work in progress of the river.  Each grade adds to the river bulletin board as they 
learn something about the river they wanted to share. They draw what they learn 
and add it to the mural.  Students discuss works of art by Arkansas artists, such 
as Tim Ernst, William McNamara, and Kate Nessler.  Fourth grade makes a crayon 
collage of the river as a group project. 

 
*Lesson Objective  



The objective of each lesson is to visually express what we have learned about 
the river. 

 
*Teaching Strategies   
When each grade displayed their art work about the river it was viewed and 
discussed by the other grades.  By using hands on creative work the students 
learned about the Buffalo River and shared it with the rest of the school. 
 
*Background information  
We discuss the river and the history of the area.  We discuss wildlife on the river.  
We watch a video of the river and how it is protected and make a model of the 
Buffalo National River.  We look at art work of artists who paint the river and the 
plants growing in and near the river.  We discuss what would have happened if 
the river were not a free flowing river and why it is allowed to flow freely. 

 
*List of materials   
We use many art supplies: basket reed, clay, yarn, yarn looms, basic art materials 
like crayons, paints, etc. 

 
*Vocabulary   
Different vocabulary for different grade levels 

  
*Activities   
All grades visits the River, log cabins on the river, and walk hiking trails. 

 
*Cross-curricular connections: content framework and SLEs 
Arkansas Fine Arts Curriculum Framework: Art 
A1.1,  1.2,  1.3,  1.4,  1.6,  1.7,  1.8,  1.9  
A2.1,  2.2,  2.3,  2.4,  2.5,  2.6,  2.7,  2.8,  2.9  
A3.1,  3.4 
 
*Assessment   
Art work is completed and discussed in groups. 
 
*Estimated time allotted for lesson   
A whole semester of art classes meeting once a week or 16 lessons. 

 
*Adaptations for special needs learners   
My special needs learners do what we do at their own creative ability. 

 
*Resources/bibliography    
Great video from the park service called “Buffalo National Treasure” and  books 
in our libraries about animals and plants.   
Tim Ernst and McNamara’s books with pictures of the Buffalo River. 

 
*Extension activity   
Different grade levels visit the river and study the river in their classrooms.  We 
also have the Buffalo National River staff visit our schools with birds and animals 
of the area. 
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