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V.

PROCEEDI NGS

G U I.D E FOR LI FE STATE BOARD RESOLUTI ON

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Next we have the Internationa
Soci al - Enotional Learning Day State Board Resol ution,
and that will be presented by Lisa Tyler, Susan Jobe.

Good norni ng and wel cone.

M5. JOBE: (Good norning. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone.

M5. JOBE: March 26th is being celebrated as the
second annual International Social-Enotional Learning
Day. And in honor of this day, the Division of
El ementary and Secondary Education is requesting that
the Arkansas State Board of Education proclaimthe
third week of March as G U I.D. E for Life Wek

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Awesone. Wonderful. | think we
have that resolution. Wuld you like to read the
resol ution?

M5. JOBE: Sure.

WHEREAS, The Arkansas Departnment of Education's
vision is to lead the nation in student-focused
education by ensuring that every Arkansan is
equi tably prepared, supported, and inspired to
succeed in school, career, comunity, and life; and

VWHEREAS, It is our mssion for all Arkansas

students to graduate with a strong foundation of
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academ c know edge, experience, proficiencies, and
soft skills in order that they are actively literate,
critical thinkers, and actively engaged in their
communi ties in positive ways; and

VWHEREAS, The Arkansas Departnent of Education
has identified five guiding principles that support
educators, business |eaders, comunities, and
students in their efforts to help all Arkansans
devel op these critical skills; and

VWHEREAS, The G U. I.D.E. for Life program wth
t he support of Arkansas educators, is designed to
gi ve students a plan they can follow to achieve
personal success; and

WHEREAS, By incorporating the GU. I.D. E. for
Li fe concepts throughout the school experience,
educators can help cultivate these real-world skills
for success in all Arkansas students;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED THAT

I n honor of the second annual |nternational
Soci al - Enotional Learning Day, the Arkansas State
Board of Education encourages schools to celebrate
the GU. |I.D.E for Life programduring the week of
March 15-19, 2021

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  All right. Thank you. Thank

you so nuch
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This is a great resolution. It kind of goes
back to what we were tal king about before is
educating the whole child, not just academ cally but
to have those soft skills and be able to conmunicate,
be great communicators, as we were tal ki ng about
earlier with Superintendent Poore.

So thank you so nuch and we appreciate your tine
t oday.

MS. JOBE: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:.  Thank you.

If you'll let me sign that before you take it.

SECRETARY KEY: | know this is on recognitions,
but being a resolution I think we do need a vote --

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

SECRETARY KEY: -- by the Board for adoption.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Do we have a notion for
adopti on?

M5. MCFETRIDGE: | nove for adoption.

CHAI RVAN DEAN. Ckay. W have a notion by M.
McFetridge to adopt the resol ution.

Do | have a second?

DR. MOORE: Second.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:. Seconded by Ms. Moore.

Al in favor say "aye."

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
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CHAI RMVAN DEAN:  Any opposed?
Seei ng none, notion passes.
(OFF THE RECORD FOR RECOGNI TI ONS AND CONSENT AGENDA)
(BACK ON THE RECORD)
X.1: STATE BOARD REVI EW OF PLSB 20-121 ETH CS HEARI NG
COW TTEE RECOMMENDATI ON - TI FFANY GANT
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Now we are down to our Action
Agenda. This first one is Ethics Hearing Commttee
Recommendation for Tiffany Gant, and the presenter is
Ms. Any Dougl as.
Good nor ni ng.
M5. DOUGAS: Educator Gant is here. Let nme go
get her from-- her attorney is not here --
CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.
MS. DOUGAS: -- but she is present.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.
(A FEW MOMENTS OF SI LENCE)
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Did we | ose her?
M5. DOUGAS. M. Dugan is going to | ook for

her .

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

MS. DOUGAS: She was here, but it seens |ike
she stepped out. If you guys want to go to the next
thing --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yes.
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X. 2:

MS. DOUGAAS: -- and cone back and see if we can

find her.'
CHAl RMAN DEAN: Let's do that.
CONSI DERATI ON OF CHARTER AUTHORI ZI NG PANEL DECI SI ON -

AVENDVENT REQUEST FOR LI SA ACADEMY

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Next on the agenda is the

Consi deration of Charter Authorizing Panel Decisio

n

for LISA Acadeny, and that's Ms. Tracy Webb. | know

she's out in the hallway.

There she is.

Good norning, M. Wbb. Wl cone.

M5. WEBB: (Good norning. Tracy Wbb fromthe
Charter O fice.

Today we have a consideration of a Charter
Aut hori zi ng Panel decision for LISA Academny. They

have requested to add a new canpus for a hybrid

school, additional waivers for the new canpus, and to

increase the enrollment cap. LISA' s charter was
originally approved in 2004 and serves students in
grades K-12. The enrollnment cap for this year --

sorry -- for this year is 3,432 students.

m

So the decision for the Board today is to review

or not review the cap decision.
| also want to clarify on the list of waivers

that are attached those are new wai vers for LI SA,

in
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addition to what is already approved for the whole
school. So the waivers that are attached are just
for the hybrid school.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

MS. WEBB: And today we do have -- Dr. Bogrek is
on Zoomif you have any questions.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Wl conme, Dr. Bogrek.

SUPT. BOGREK: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  All right. I'Il start here with
Ms. Newton. Do we have any questions or coments for
LI SA Acadeny?

M5. NEWION: | just had two clarifying
guesti ons.

The increase in the cap of 1,050, that was
strictly for the hybrid?

SUPT. BOGREK:  Yes.

MS. NEWON: Ckay.

SUPT. BOGREK: Just for the hybrid school.

M5. NEWION: Okay. And then the hybrid is going
to be K-12 instead of K-9 next year?

SUPT. BOGREK:  Yes.

M5. NEWION: Ckay, that was all | had. Thank
you. Good | uck.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Ckay. And Dr. Moore?

DR MOORE: | do. | don't plan to review, so |
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do have a few questions, if that's okay for you-all

CHAl RMAN DEAN:  Ckay.

DR. MOORE: \When you're planning this school are
your teachers going to be solely with this school or
are they going to be sone of the teachers at your
exi sting school? And what will that relationship
teaching online and in-person | ook Iike?

SUPT. BOGREK: M. Sahin.

MR SAHIN.  I'Il answer this question. This is
Sahin. [|I'mthe assistant superintendent at LISA
Acadeny.

So, yes, we are going to have dedicated staff
for hybrid, for the hybrid school.

DR MOORE: GCkay. | think this is a unique
situation that probably was born out of this past
year and | think it's a great opportunity that
parents woul d be able to take advantage of that
primarily online but also having the site visits. |If
a parent was far enough in the state that they
couldn't reach a site, would -- could they stil
enroll in the program in the school ?

MR SAHIN Yes. So, yes, they wll still --
they are going to be able to apply for our school.
But one of our requirenments, you know, to bel onging

for our parents and their student is to come on-site.
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So we are going to ask our parents and students to
conme to our -- either the satellite | earning services
or canpus learning services twice a week -- I'msorry
-- once -- twice a nonth or once a week. So they
will be able to enroll but they will need to conme to
a |l earning center

DR MOORE: Ckay. | think | saw-- | think it's
great that you would provide lunches to those
famlies. | think you' re aneliorating some of the
concerns that we've had this year

And ny last question is will technol ogy be
provided by you all for famlies that |ack internet
services?

MR SAHIN. So we are going to provide
Chronebooks to all of our students. Al so, if the
parents don't have the, you know, internet service we
are going to provide hotspots.

DR. MOORE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR SAHIN:  You're wel cone.

CHAI RMAN DEAN.  All right. Thank you, Dr.

Mbor e.

Ms. Chanmbers? No?

MS. CHAMBERS: No questions. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: Ckay. Ms. Wods?

MS. WOODS: No.
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CHAI RVAN DEAN.  Ckay. Ms. McFetridge?

M5. MCFETRIDGE: Can you hel p nme understand what
your satellite learning centers will be? Are they
out side of your regular buildings that you now have?

MR SAHIN. Yes. So what we're going to do is
that first year we are going to start -- this is
going to be a conbination of virtual school and
traditional learning. So we would like to reach out
to as many famlies as we can in the state of
Arkansas, so we are going to start wth canpus
| earning centers; so we are going to ask our students
to come to onsite. And then if we have enough
applications or interest in the other regions of
Arkansas, then we are going to open satellite
| earning centers. The satellite learning centers are
going to do the services like for enrichnment
services, support services, and financial services,
or sonme of the services that cannot be given
virtually, like occupational therapy or dyslexia --
sonme portions of dyslexia. So we are going to these
| earning centers. The learning centers are going to
be a separate building; they are going to be usually
of fice buildings, maybe churches, a safe place for
our students and for our teachers.

M5. MCFETRIDGE: So you don't have these
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facilities identified yet; is that right?

MR SAHIN I'msorry, Ms. MFetridge, | cannot
hear you. | think you are nuted.

M5. McFETRIDGE: So you haven't identified the
satellite buildings as yet; is that correct?

MR. SAHIN. Not for the first year, no.

M5. BARONI: If | may, |'mLuanne Baroni. |I'm
assi stant superintendent for LISA Acadeny.

Just to clarify that, for the first year we plan
to use canpuses that already exist for our |earning
centers.

So, in central Arkansas we'll be using our
buil ding at 21 Corporate Hi Il Drive, which is where
our 6th grade acadeny/ m ddle school is currently. W
have additional space in that building that will be
dedicated to the hybrid school adm nistration. W'l
al so be using the Springdal e canpus, on Hol conb
Street in Springdale, the first year. So the first
year we plan to operate out of those two |ocations as
our learning centers. And then as we determ ne
demand across the state we will then | ook at
facilities for those, and they will nost likely be
| eased portions of buildings, as M. Sahin said, in
churches, community centers, other safe |ocations,

where we can | ease the space that we need to provide
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those services in those satellite areas.
M5. MFETRIDGE: Thank you very nuch. |
appreciate that.
CHAI RVAN DEAN: M. Lookadoo?
MR. LOOKADOO. (shaking head fromside to side.)
CHAI RVAN DEAN: Wl |, okay.

Vell, if we have no further questions or
coments then I'Il ook for a notion.

M5. McFETRIDGE: | make the notion not to
revi ew.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. We have a notion to not
review by Ms. MFetridge.

DR MOORE: Second.

CHAI RMAN DEAN.  Seconded by Dr. Mbore.

Al in favor say "aye."

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Any opposed?

Seei ng none, notion passes.

kay. Do we -- did we find Ms. Gant?

M5. DOUGLAS. Yes.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay.

SUPT. BOGREK: And thanks so nuch. We really
appreci ate you.

CHAl RMAN DEAN.  Ch, yes, thank -- I'msorry --

t hank you. Thank y'all for joining us today, and
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X 1:

congr at ul ati ons.

STATE BOARD REVI EW OF PLSB 20-121 ETHI CS HEARI NG

COWM TTEE RECOMVENDATI ON - TI FFANY GANT (cont.)

MS. DOUGAS: Good norning. Anmy Douglas with
PLSB.

Today we are here for a hearing, a State Board
review of an evidentiary hearing regardi ng educat or
Tiffany Gant.

| have passed out to those that are present --
|'mnot sure if the email was forwarded by M.
Wllians this norning. But her attorney, M. Valley,
is in court in Hernando, M ssissippi, and is asking
for a one-nonth continuance on this case. | have not
spoken to Ms. Gant this norning, but he did send that
email this norning and | spoke to hi myesterday.

So, what ever pleases the Board.

CHAI RVAN DEAN. Ckay. Do we have any questions
or comments?

MS. WOODS: | knowthis is like the third or

14

fourth time we've continued this. |s there any issue

on the part of Ms. Gant? |s she currently teaching
or --

MS. DOUGAS: To ny know edge, she is not
t eachi ng.

Correct?
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M5. GANT: | amnot currently teaching.

M5. DOUGAS: She is not currently teaching.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. So what's the pl easure of
t he Board?

MS5. NEWION: It seens |ike we've continued it
several tines. |I'mokay with continuing it one nore,
but | think this would probably be the last tinme that
| would be willing to do that.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. Any other comments or
questi ons?

M5. WOODS: | do think since she's hired an
attorney we need to let himbe here for this.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yeah, | woul d agree.

So with that, do we have a notion?

M5. WOODS: |'ll nove to conti nue.

CHAl RVAN DEAN. W have a notion by Ms. Wods to
conti nue.

MS. NEWION:  Second.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Seconded - -

M5. CHAMBERS: Could we --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  |I'msorry; M. Chanbers?

MS. CHAMBERS: Does that notion include this is
the last time we would continue?

SECRETARY KEY: | don't think you can do that.

| woul dn't advise doing that, anyway. Let ne -- |'I|
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just say | nmean that could be the opinion and that
may be what y'all end up doing, but | would just --
this action | would suggest just be a continuance. |
t hink our folks at PLSB can contact M. Valley and
make sure he understands the opinion or the sense of
the Board is that this has been extended several
times and it needs to be brought to a concl usion.

M5. DOUGLAS. Absolutely.

MS. CHAMBERS: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:.  Thank you.

So we have a notion on the floor by Ms. Wods.

Do | have a second?

MS. NEWION:  Second.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  Seconded by Ms. New on.

Al in favor say "aye."

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Any opposed?

Seei ng none, notion passes.

MS5. DOUGAS: | will send himnotice for the
April 8th State Board neeting.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Okay. Thank you.

Thank you, Ms. Gant, for joining us today.

Ckay.

M5. GANT: Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You're wel cone.
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X. 3:

SCI ENCE AND COVPUTI NG YEAR 1 COURSES TO BE TAUGHT TO 8TH

GRADERS BY ANY ARKANSAS PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CT

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ckay. Next we have
Consi deration of Approval to Allow ADE Devel oped
Conput er Science and Conputing Year 1 Courses to be
Taught to 8th Graders by any Arkansas Public School
District. Al right. And we have M. Anthony Oaen
presenting.

Good norni ng, wel cone.

MR OWNEN:. Thank you. Good norning. Anthony
Ownen, Arkansas Departnment of Education, Ofice of
Conput er Sci ence.

|'d like to start just first by saying congrats
t o Superintendent Poore, a well-deserved honor, and
it's been a pleasure for our office to work with him
on various projects over the past few years.

By the way, | do like Cracker Barrel if anybody
wants to take nme there.

That said, | also want to quickly just |et
everybody know that we did announce our results of
our all-region coding conpetition |ast Friday. So if
you have not seen those, please go out and | ook at
those. But | want to draw attention to one specific

thing. | want to give accolades to all the students.

17

CONSI DERATI ON OF APPROVAL TO ALLOW ADE DEVELOPED COVPUTER
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This was the first year that we had a team of one
student who made it into the top 17 teans across the
state. So we were very inpressed by this student,
Brayden Pierce, fromBryant H gh School, who is also
an Eagle Scout at Troop 17 Boy Scouts. So | didn't
realize that until ny wife pointed it out to ne a
couple of days later; she was |ike, "You know
Brayden.” I|I'mlike, "Onh, okay." So by the way, |
was not in the scoring; another group does that. |
just verify it. So, but congrats to all those teans
and they will progress to the state conpetition on
May 1st of this year. So, good luck to each of them

That said, the notion before you that we're

requesting today is that -- this is not w thout
precedence. Let me start by saying that. | brought
to this board -- not this particular board but to the

State Board of Education the first time that we
considered Algebra |, for a blanket approval, to be
taught at 8th grade across the state w thout
additional requirenents placed on the school of
filling out paperwork. W do have a process for this
where schools can already apply for each of these,
and basically they submt the information through our
course approval systemand we ook at it. And pretty

much as long as they have a teacher that they've
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indicated that is going to be a proper license it's
approved; there's no real in-depth | ook at what
curriculumthey're using or anything of that nature,
because we don't have regulatory authority to do
that. They have to teach the standards.

So what we're asking is that all of our year-1
courses that you all approved in Decenber and
January, that come into effect this fall, would be
automatically approved for any school district to
offer to 8th grade students without going through
t hat course approval process.

To be conpletely transparent, this is getting
out in front of Senate Bill 107 a little bit. Senate
Bill 107 language wthin that bill says that the ADE
will identify at mnimumfour courses that will --
that we will basically do this for, that we will say
that can be taught to 8th grade or w thout additiona
approval. W just went ahead and selected all nine
of our first year courses because, as you recall, our
nine first-year courses that we devel oped all had the
sanme set of standards; they're just taught through
various lenses for that first-year course. So it
really wouldn't make sense to adopt four and not the
ot her five.

And |'m happy to answer any questions.
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CHAI RMAN DEAN:.  Ckay. Thank you.

"Il start wth M. Lookadoo.

MR LOOKADOO | don't have any questions, but |
think this is good and I"'mexcited to give those 8th
graders that chance to earn that credit. | think
that's wonderful. So thank you for your work.

MR. ONEN. Thank you. W're excited for this
because, one, it wll give schools additional
flexibility in determ ning where -- if Senate Bill
107 passes and is signed into | aw, where they
establish that high school credit that will be
required under that bill. But also, you know, 8th
graders -- at earlier and earlier ages, our students
are starting to determne their pathways in life.
And | -- you know, the Ofice of Conputer Science
bel i eves that we should be allowi ng these students to
start determ ning those high school credits when
they're ready for that and when they have enough
know edge to start nmaki ng those decisions --

CHAl RVAN DEAN: R ght .

MR ONEN:. -- of where they want to go.

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Dr. Hill arrived to the
neeting at 11:12 p.m)

MR ONEN. And this provides them additional

opportunities for those upper |evel courses for those
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students who want to go beyond just that first year.
CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Yeah. Al right.
Ms. McFetridge.

21

MS5. MCFETRIDGE: | just want to say | think this

is so exciting and | do appreciate all of your work.
MR. ONEN:. Thank you.
M5. McFETRI DGE:  Yeah.
MR ONEN. Happy to do it. Blessed to do it.
CHAI RVAN DEAN.  Ms. Wbods.

M5. WOODS: | don't have any questions. | just
wanted to tell you | love every tine | see you on our
agenda. | think everything that you bring to us is

very, very neat and I'mthrilled to be a part of it.

MR. ONEN. Thank you. Again, |I'mvery bl essed
to be where I amand happy to do it.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: | love to see a technical person
celebrated this way. It's awesone. | do love this.

|*'mdating nmyself, but they put sonething like this

in place when | was a kid and you could take math and

science in 8th grade and you could start, just what
you said. And it accelerates the path, actually I
t hi nk supports all the good -- further supports al
the good that we're trying to do in the state. So

t hanks for what you're doing.

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- March 11, 2021

22

MR. OVNEN:. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN DEAN:  Dr. Mbore.

DR MOORE: Yes, thank you.

So do you know -- how many -- do you think there
are many m ddl e schools that were prepared to teach
t hese courses? What does that |ook |ike?

MR. ONEN. So, you know, the |icensure will not
change. The licensure requirenments will still remain

t hat they have --

DR MOCORE: (xay.

MR ONEN:. -- the teacher has to have the 528
conputer science licensure, which is actually a 4-12
licensure range. W call it the high school
licensure, but we've put it that 4-12; that way any
teacher could test into it if they can neet that
content know edge Praxis. So they either have to
have the 528 of 5016 approval code or 5014 technica
permt that has been around for, you know, four or
five years now. W just |aunched a 5013 technica
permt, which is open to classified staff nenbers
t hat have at |east one year of experience directly
W th students and they meet certification or training
requi rements. They can get a technical permt to
teach the first-year courses only. So what we see is

-- the potential of this is that a school that m ght
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have a technol ogy resource teacher or an I T person
who has a background in technol ogy but they're at
that m ddl e school, they could go out and apply for
this technical -- this 5013 technical permt and
potentially be allowed to teach that at the mddle
school level. But the licensure doesn't change for
these; the licensure remains the same. To your
question directly, because | know | didn't answer
exactly what you asked, | think this will not be
extremely widely used initially. But I think as our
school s start devel opi ng nore and nore pat hways and
options for students and we start seeing an increase
in interest by our conmunities and need by our
industries, we're going to see schools start fitting
t he needs of what our students have to what they're
actually doing within the school. Also, just it
shoul d be known that if a mddle school does take
this option at the 8th school -- 8th grade for a
student, that does replace that student's coding
bl ock requirenent.

DR MOCORE: (xay.

MR ONEN:. It also replaces those enbedded -- CS
enbedded standards requirement, because all of those
standards are already part of those year-one

standards. So it's not |like we're just adding
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sonmething to them they're also able to take
somet hing off those students.

DR MOORE: That was actually going to be ny
next question. Are there pre-requisites, |ike, you
know, could a student with no prior coding class
enter these?

MR. ONEN. As a year-one course they should be
able to. Yes.

DR MOORE: Ckay. And | think I -- | mean |
think it's a fantastic opportunity. There are
soneti mes concerns that students enroll in an 8th
grade course that will go on their transcript for
college without realizing the gravity of that. Do
you think this will be communicated well wth
counsel ors and those teachers so students understand
t hat going in?

MR ONEN: You know, obviously schools that
elect to use this option they're going to have to
conmuni cate to their schools the repercussions of
this. You know, and we had one superintendent that
was really stressing for this being an option for his
school, which is part of the reason this |egislation
was revised to include this. But he's |ooking at
putting in every 8th grade student to neet that

graduation requirenent. But he said, "W're going to
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make sure my 8th grade students know if you don't
pass in 8th grade you're going to be taking anot her
course in high school” -- which | hope they take nore

courses in high school anyway, but | just don't hope
that they're repeat courses. | think our office and
ADE can hel p, especially in our conmunicati on when we
put this out over Conmmissioner's Menp or whatever
conmuni cation we have, that we stress the inportance
of rem nding students that if they're utilizing this
option that it does have high school transcript

reper cussi ons.

DR. MOORE: Right. And do you foresee a |large
nunber of districts placing this on 8th grade for
that? | would want that to be a student choice at
that point in time, when it's on a transcript.

MR OMNEN. W as an office aren't reconmmrendi ng
it being mandatory for 8th graders.

DR MOCRE: Yeah.

MR ONEN. W are giving options to schools.
And | don't know every school district's situation or
superintendent's situation, how they're going to
mani pul ate their schedule, but there may -- or
“mani pul ate" is not the best word, but finagle their
schedul e for students. But we believe that -- one,

yes, we believe every student should have at | east
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one Conputer Science credit before they graduate, as
the Senate Bill 107 outlines. But we also believe

t hat students should have sone flexibility and
school s have flexibility of how they inplenment that
graduation requirenment, which is part of this
request.

DR. MOORE: Ckay. Thank you.

SECRETARY KEY: And, Dr. More, this gives ne an
opportunity to plug, as we've been plugging for
several years now, our Student Success Pl ans.

DR. MOORE: Yeah.

SECRETARY KEY: These are decisions that should
be made, especially for 8th graders, in conjunction
wi th that devel opnent of the Student Success Pl an
t hat we expect every student to have by 8th grade.
So, you know, those are the conversations that you're
tal ki ng about that they would need to be made to
under stand, and the parents or guardi ans, that, hey,
thisis -- it's -- this -- it gets real here because
you' re tal king about high school credit and
transcripts.

|'d just point out --

Ms. Chanbers, you nmade a comment about technica
and it's very true.

But many of you may not know -- Anthony is a
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good exanple. M. Owen is a good exanple of sonebody
who has a great passion and expertise in Conputer

Sci ence and is obviously pushing this initiative to
levels that | don't think anyone really expected in
2015, when we started this. But he's also an
attorney, you know, he's been to | aw school, he's
been a teacher. You know, so the point is -- and
|'ve tried to explain this to some school |eaders

t hat may not understand why we're wanting a required
graduation credit for Conputer Science. |It's because
in the world we're in now we want students to be
prepared for what they're going into. It doesn't
mean we want themall to be conputer, you know, app
devel opers, game devel opers, game designers,
programmers. It's -- you know, when you have a house
built now and everything in that house can be
controlled through an app fromyour phone, you need
to understand at a basic | evel how sone of those

t hi ngs work, especially when it cones to your
finances and cyber-security and all those things. |
nmean, look, it's like we want -- we don't expect al

of our students to be experts in math when they
graduate, but we do expect themto have a basic |evel
of understanding in those math concepts that we've

outlined as a state. The sane -- and that's the
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concept here, the Governor's idea on conputer
science; it's giving themthat basic ground | evel
understanding and it is flexibility. So providing
this for 8th graders, this flexibility that is, as
Ant hony said, not without precedent. But we see it
as opportunity though too with 400 to 800 mllion
jobs that will be going away due to automation over
t he next decade or so, according to MKinsey; you
know, what are those -- how are those -- those jobs
are going away, but they will be replaced. Wat wll
t hey be replaced with, and who will the workers be,
and what skills will they need to replace the workers
that are, you know, are noving out. And it's this
type of thing. It's -- you know, you look at this
list and -- data science, cyber-security, networKking,
robotics, nobile app devel opnent. You know, those
are the things that our young people need to have
t hat understandi ng of and then maybe generate the
interest in nmoving on into the deeper learnings in
t hose fields.

MR. ONEN: Thank you, Secretary. Well said.

MS. NEWION: Congratul ati ons.

MR ONEN:. Thank you, M am

MS. NEWION: | know it's been a lot of work on

your part and it's exciting for our state.
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One of the things that |'ve thought about al
through this is the demand for Conputer Science
teachers is probably through the roof in districts;
you know, there's just not enough people to go
around. And so one of the things that you said just
a few mnutes ago -- that is one of mnmy husband's
favorite sayings is "first | ever heard of that" --
is that 5013 technical permt. And that's exciting
to ne because | think that nost districts have an IT
person; you know, there's very few districts that
don't have somebody on staff. And so that's kind of
exciting that that would open that door for a
district to be able to, you know, have sonmeone on
staff to be able to get these classes taught.

My question though is are you seeing nuch --
because the teachers are in such high demand -- and |
know it's not till next year, so you may not even
know yet -- is there nuch sharing between districts
of a teacher? You know, there's one teacher and
they're in such high demand maybe two or three
districts mght go together and share that teacher.
Are you seeing any of that?

MR ONEN. So we have not seen enpirica
evi dence of that yet. W have had discussions with

various schools that have inquired if that's an
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option. O course, that remains an option for them
The | egislation does require the school district to
enpl oy a teacher as a district enployee, a certified
teacher. But that doesn't have to be their only
duty; that doesn't have to be their only
certification; and it doesn't also say they have to
be only an enpl oyee of that district.

M5. NEWION: Right.

MR ONEN:. But they have to enploy a certified
CS teacher. | think those are things that as M.
Freno's team and our office and the Secretary's
of fice works through rule pronul gation, once this
legislation -- if it's passed, those are the types of
guestions that we're going to need to clearly outline
what that means, what -- and, of course, those rules
|'mpretty sure have to cone back to y'all for
consi deration at sone point. But those are things
that we're already tal king about internally,
considering what this looks Iike within a school. W
don't want this to be an extrene burden on any
school. This needs to be | ooked at as an opportunity
for our --

MS. NEWION: Right.

MR ONEN. -- for all of our students and all of

our schools. And there was one Senator -- and |
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apol ogi ze for not renenbering his nanme -- but | was
wat ching the Senate Bill 107 vote -- and | think
Secretary may reference this here in a second -- but
he held this booklet up and he turned to the page

t hat shows a di screpancy between mal e and fenal e
enrollment. Well, we're at 28% And he asked
Senator English, he said, "Senator English, I'm

| ooking at this and this is saying that only 28% of
our enrollment at a high school level is female. 1Is
that not a perfect reason of why we should pass this
bill?" And | thought that was the best question that
was asked all day because it once again denonstrates
that CS is an equalizer for our students, but we have
the responsibility in making sure that they have
equal access to it --

MS. NEWION: Right.

MR ONEN: -- across the board.

MS. NEWION:  Yeah. And on the communication
front, what kind of conmmunication are you doing to
districts and teachers and getting it down to their
| evel on the different avenues for certification?
And |'msure there's support at the state level for
themfor -- sonmetines there's financial barriers and
different things. Wat kind of comunications are

you doing on that |evel?
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MR. ONEN. So our team-- you know, we have the
team of nine CS specialists that | can't brag on them
enough because without themthis initiative -- you
know, it's not ne; it's -- you know, it's really the
team that has got out there and nmoved us from around
about 50 certified teachers in 2015 to over 550 now
certified teachers across Arkansas. And it's that
teamthat continues to build those nunbers. W're
| ooki ng at our summer training this sumer, which we
provide free of charge to teachers; we don't charge
anything for any of the training. |If an educati onal
consortiumhas a fee, we reinburse that educationa
consortium so the school is not even having to pay
themfor that. W have three of those high schoo
training. And |'mpretty sure | can go ahead and
speak to this a little bit because | think the
Secretary has nentioned it previously. The Secretary
has aut horized funding, SR-2 funding to establish a
conput er science educator acadeny. W' re preparing
-- we're finalizing the RFP and comuni cations t hat
wi Il go out about that within the next couple weeks.
W are -- we will be |ooking for a post-secondary
partner to award post-secondary graduate credit for
teachers that go through that. That will be a free

resource. Now we're |ooking at whether we can pay
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travel and things of that nature, but the training
itself is going to be free. The other thing that ny
teamdid, we were the first unit that |I'm aware of
| ast year that shifted all of our trainings to an
online nodel and so we were able to reach teachers
across the state where they were. This sunmer we are
swi tching back to sone face-to-face. But instead of
going to every single co-op across the state and
provi ding every training face-to-face to everyone,
we're picking different areas and then we're making
hybrid instructional nodels. So we'll have face-to-
face with a group that is appropriate under Covid
gui del i nes, whatever they may be at that point. And
then we will provide that training with support staff
on the Zoom platformfor people who can't be there
face-to-face, maybe because they have health issues
or just travel or whatever. So our office is really
responsive to trying to neet teachers where they are
and not let finance be a barrier to teachers in any
formor fashion

MS. NEWION: That's great. Thank you. Thank
you.

DR HILL: I just want to echo everybody el se
and just let you know anything that we can do to help

with the digital divide in the underserved conmunity
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t hrough the churches or whatever please feel free to
call on our support. | do recognize that is an issue
as we're out in what | do daily in the underserved
communities. It's just not putting -- it's just not
getting deliverables there but hel ping support to
execute deliverables, you know, with the technol ogy.
So anything that | can do to assist anywhere in the
state please feel free to call on ne.

MR ONEN:. Thank you, sir

And | will nention on that thread, because |I did
mention it earlier about the teacher acadeny, we are
part of that. And all the details haven't been
finalized but we are allowng priority application
status to areas wth the nost need --

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  That's great.

MR ONEN:. -- and also both -- and needing an
i ndi vidual or individuals to teach in that area, but
al so the npbst needs soci o-econom cally.

DR HLL: | echo what the Secretary nentioned
because oftentines even the comunities don't
understand the strategic plan, as he nmentioned the
i mportance. And that's why sometinmes goi ng through
t he churches and ot her educational entities that's
there every week, you know, rather than just once a

senmester to make those announcenents to re-enphasize
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t he goal and objective of what this technol ogy
enhancenent is going to do for their children | ong-
term | think that creates a sustainability nodel to

support your goals to those underserved conmunities.
So | appreciate that. And anything that we can do,
pl ease | et us know.

MR. OVEN. Thank you, Dr. HII. And | would
| ove to have a follow up conversation with you
because we're al ways | ooking at ways to reach our
parents and students nore directly.

One nore thing before whatever happens, | want
to give special thanks to Ms. Lori Freno. There were
a lot of people that worked on the Conputer Science
Advancenent Act legislation. The Secretary nentioned
that | ama |awer, but they call it "practicing | aw
for a reason and | don't get to practice a whole |ot.
But Ms. Freno has been a great resource and honestly
a great colleague in a lot of this work that we do,
because I'mignorant on a ot of stuff. |'ma Bar
certified attorney; |I'ma nmenber of the Arkansas Bar
and have been for five years. But because I'mnot in
a position that practices on a regular basis there's
alot of it that I'mignorant about. So | just want
to say thank-you to Ms. Freno for her support and her

hel pi ng gui de ne through sone of this.
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M5. FRENO Thank you. It was a pleasure to be
involved in all of this, and | had a good tine.

CHAI RVAN DEAN: We are definitely fortunate to
have Ms. Freno as part of the team here. W
appreci ate her expertise and her keen eye. So it's
definitely good to have her on that project as well.

And | just want to say | just think this is --
this is -- also that we are, as you said before,
neeting people where they are. As we're talking
about neeting the teachers where they are, this is an
opportunity to neet students where they are. As a
parent of four, you realize that your students, your
kids, they all have different |evels of where they
are and different talents and skills and things that
they gravitate nore to. So | think this is just an
opportunity for students to succeed. It's just
anot her opportunity to neet children where they are
for those that are ready to junp in at 8th grade and
get those courses out of the way, because that's just
sonet hing that they can do, rather than hol ding them
back and nmaking themwait as other students woul d.
We are giving themthe opportunity to succeed at an
earlier age and at an earlier grade.

So | appreciate all the work that has gone into

it and | ooking forward to the dividends and the
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benefits that our state will get fromthis. So thank
you so nmuch to the team and to you as well.

MR ONEN:. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  And with that, if we don't have

any ot her questions or conments then | will |ook for
a notion.
M5. CHAMBERS: | woul d nove to approve the

conputing year-one courses to be taught to 8th
gr aders.

And, Anthony, you'll always be technical to ne.

MR ONEN:. Thank you, Ma'am Happy to be so.
don't care what you call ne as long as you call ne.

CHAI RMAN DEAN:  All right. So we have a notion
by Ms. Chanbers.

MS. McFETRIDGE:  Second.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:.  Seconded by Ms. McFetri dge,
notion to approve.

So all in favor say "aye."

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RMAN DEAN.  Any opposed?

Seei ng none, notion passes.

Congratul ati ons and thank you, M. Onen.

MR. ONEN: Thank y'all so nuch. Have a bl essed
day.

CHAI RVAN DEAN:  You t oo.
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VWll, with that, lunch is ready. So what we'l|
do is we'll stop, take a break, and we will neet back
here at 1:00 and nove on to our second part of our

action agenda. So we'll convene until 1:00.

(The Action Agenda was concluded at 11:33 a.m)
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