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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  On the action agenda we
have the following items that will be pulled: A5, A-
11 -- A5, A 11, A-12, A-13, A-25, and A-28.

MS. ZOOK: Would you repeat then?

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: 5, 11, 12, 13, 25, 28.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Madam Chair, 28 will be noved
to tonorrow.

CHAlI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay, 28 is noved to
t onor r ow.

M5. ZOOK: Do you know why they were pulled,
particularly the parents' requests on transfers?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: It was a decision of the
people that -- the parents to pull it.

MS. ZOOK:  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: And | don't know t he
reasons, but this notification was given to ne that
t hey were pull ed.

M5. SAVIERS. Do you know about A-57?

COMW SSI ONER KEY: | can talk to -- about A-5
qui ckly. We've been in close consultation with the
Departnent of Career Education and that process just
was not ripe for your consideration. The petition
was premature and we've notified the parties as such,

and the rules have not yet been pronul gat ed.
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A-1:

M5. SAVIERS. Right.

COW SSI ONER KEY: So we expect to see this cone
back on the agenda when those rules are in place.

MS. SAVIERS: kay. Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any ot her questions? kay.

CONSI DERATI ON OF ADDI TI ONAL ARKANSAS BETTER CHANCE 2015-

2016 GRANTS

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Then we'll go to A-1,

Consi deration of Additional Arkansas Better Chance
2015- 2016 G ants. Mary Kaye MKi nney.

MS. McKINNEY: Thank you. There was a new chart
provided to you | ate yesterday, and | apol ogi ze for
that, but there were sonme changes that we needed to
add to this. The list is we're proposing or
recommendi ng these to be funded. And this is based
on slots that were relinquished at the end of this
past year, and so this is trying to fulfill those
relinquished slots. W did do an application
process. W had about 41 applications and these are
t he ones that we're recomendi ng.

W al so had to make a change on itens 16 and 17
on the chart related to Ready, Set and Learn in
Jonesboro and ASU. ASU is going to continue to
oversee the services being provided to Ready, Set and

Learn, which is a famly care home. And then we're
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al so asking for one-tinme startup funds for those new
cl assroons, and the total anount that we're
requesting for funding is $1,701, 500. 00.

MS. ZOOK: Yes, | have a question. Wo
eval uates, oversees not only the academ c part of the
ABC program but al so the spending of the funds?

MS. McKINNEY: DHS, the Division of Child Care.
We have nonitors that go out and visit all the
programs and reports that we receive. Also, we have
a data management systemthat is called COPA that al
programs nust enter data in. And when we go out to
| ook at the prograns we take that information from
t he data managenent system Al so --

M5. ZOOK: Excuse me; | don't mean to interrupt
you. The gentleman in the back who's tal king, |
can't hear her for you. Could you take that outside,
pl ease?

MR ROZZELL: Yes, ma'am

M5. ZOOK: Thank you. Al right. Go ahead.

"' msorry.

MS. McKINNEY: The data managenent systemthat |
was nentioning, COPA, our nonitors -- we have about
ei ght nmonitors that go out across the state and
oversee the activities. W also have contracts, |ike

with Work -- for Work Sanpling, and that is a system
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that | ooks at the devel opnental assessnent to nonitor
how the children are doing in each program W can
look at it froma child perspective; we can | ook at
it across the board fromeach different agency that
has a grant.

MS. ZOOK: And do the nonitors work with the
ki ndergartens in the areas so that we nake sure
there's a nice vertical transition fromthe pre-K
programto the kindergarten progranf

MS. McKINNEY:  Yes, ma'am we do. And we al so
work with individuals within the Departnment of Ed. to
make sure that we are in alignnent constantly with
what ever we're doing with ABC is again a readi ness
prepar edness for kindergarten.

MS. ZOOK: Ckay. Thank you so nuch.

MS. McKINNEY: Uh-huh. And as far as the
budget, we al so have a financial officer at our place
t hat manages that. And then we work very closely
wth M. Ron Burns in the finance division here.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any ot her questions?

What's the pleasure of the Board as it relates to A

1?

MS. ZOOK: | nove that we approve.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Move for approval by Ms.
Zook. |Is there a second?
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A-2:

MS. REITH  Second.
CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Second by Ms. Reith. Any
further discussion? Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed? Gkay. Thank
you for your report.
M5. McKI NNEY: Thank you.
CONSI DERATI ON OF THE ANNUAL STUDENT DI SCI PLI NE REPORT
CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Okay. Moving on to A-2,
Consi deration of the Annual Student Discipline
Report, and that's Dr. Ritter and Ms. Anderson
Kaitlin Anderson
DR RITTER Good norning. M nane is Gry
Ritter fromthe Ofice of Education Policy at the
Uni versity of Arkansas. Thanks for allowing us to

dig into the data on school discipline for a second

year and present the results to you. |It's behind nme
and I'"'mgoing to have to | ook back and forth -- and |
apol ogi ze -- to nake sure |I'm show ng you what
shoul d be showing you. | believe you should have
copies of these slides. | may just -- | may wal k
back and forth. | apol ogize for the inconvenience.
I'I'l get intoit; I know you have a | ong agenda,
sol'"lIl get intoit pretty quickly. W're going to
talk about -- I'Il introduce to you the questions
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we' re asking, give you the notivation for it. W' ve
got four new questions we were able to ask this year,
and so I'll be able to show you the results of those,
and then 1'Il let you know that our main goal is to
find out what other questions you'd |like to ask.
Digging into discipline data is a relatively new task
for us. W just received these data within the past
year or so, and it seens |like there are a | ot of new
interesting questions that we need to address. And
we want to find out what the Board would like us to
dig into, so that's our hope in today's presentation.
So a qui ck background on school discipline in
the US. There are lots of concerns and the data
support that African Anerican students are nore
likely than majority students to be expelled or to be
suspended, either in school or out of school
suspension, than their peers, and this is a concern
nationally. Last year, we dug into the data and
presented you roughly a year ago here that this seens
to be the case in Arkansas, as well. This is an
inmportant first step if we find out that certain
students are nore likely to receive punishments or
consequences, but it's worthwhile to dig into find
out what the students are witten up for and what the

infractions are that |ead to those consequences. One
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interpretation is that teachers or schools are
unfairly providing consequences to mnority students
or mnority students m ght be being witten up nore
frequently, or it could be either. So we can | ook
into these data and that's what we are going to
attenpt to do today.

Arkansas's Act 1329, enacted to evaluate the
i npact of school discipline on student achi evenent
and other things, is what we are reacting to. Last
year, Assistant Conmm ssioner Decker invited us to dig
into this and, this year, Assistant Conmm ssioner
Saunders reached out and asked us to do a little nore
di ggi ng and then suggested that next year he'd |like
us to do the annual report as well. So next year we
hope to be able to try and connect school discipline
to student achievenent. That is difficult because if
you find out, for exanple, that students with | ow
achi evenment are al so receiving school discipline nore
often it's not obvious if A causes B or if B causes
A or if they are sinply correlated. So we're going
to have to hopefully over the course of the year
figure out sonme clever ways to try and sort out the
directionality of that. But 1'll begin with what we
have so far.

One thing that we're able to dig into alittle
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nore this year, again, is we can connect the actua
infractions to the consequences that are attached to
those infractions. So it's one thing to find out
that certain groups of students are puni shed nore
often but it's another thing, | think, to find out if
certain groups of students are punished differently
for the sane infractions, and that's what we're going
to be able to do with today's data, and we think that
will be alittle nore useful. So I'll just quickly
run though -- and next year we want to connect to
acaden c achi evenent .

So we'll run through the questions that we'll
answer and result for each question. So we're going
to try and ask, nunber one, how often do students get
cited for behavior and which types of schools are
nore likely to wite students up for a m sbehavior.
Then, we'll get into the neat of it. The first set
is just who wites up nore often, but then we'll ask
how do the punishnments fit wth the infractions. So
guestion two is which types of schools give stricter
puni shnents for the sane infractions, which types of
students are nore likely to receive stricter
puni shnments again for the sanme infraction. And,
finally, at the end we'll be able to ask if we see

these differences -- and we do -- do they happen
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within the same school; so is it a case that within
t he same school the same adm nistrators and teachers
are |l ooking at students and offering different
consequences for the sane infractions in the sanme
school. Because if we see differences across
students it could be that mnority students attend
school s that punish nore strictly, for exanple, or it
could be that wthin the same school adm nistrators
are punishing different types of students
differently. And so we're going to be able to sort
that out; that's where we'll end.

So the first question, straightforward, which
types of students -- which types of schools, pardon
me, wite up students the nost often. And the
nunbers that we're going to |l ook at are infractions
per 100 students. It's hard to figure out the right
way to ook at this. This is the way we' ve deci ded
to divide it, to use the denomnator to deflate the
results. W look at all infractions and then we al so
| ook at severe infractions. Wat we listed as the
nost severe infractions: fighting, gang related

activity, drugs, alcohol, or weapons. So we |ook at

severe infractions as conpared to all infractions.
And as a quick overview -- then I'll run through the
slides briefly for each one -- we find out that the
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sout hwest and the sout heast regi ons have the nost
infractions. Strangely -- and there's no obvious
expl anation for this -- very large schools and very
smal | schools are nore likely to wite up schools and
the mddle are less likely. Not surprisingly at all
school s serving ol der students are nore likely to
wite up than schools serving younger students,

al t hough perhaps surprisingly junior high schools are
hi gher than high schools; the nore mnority students
the nmore infractions per student; the nore
econom cal |y di sadvantaged a school the nore
infractions per student; and | ower perform ng schools
had nore infractions per student. And we'll give you
a picture to support each one; it would have been
nore useful if it was closer to you, so | apol ogi ze.
What this shows here is sinply that the southeast and
sout hwest region have nore infractions per pupil, in
the 60's as conpared to in the 40's in the other

regi ons, per 100 pupils is the denom nator. Junior

hi gh school s and hi gh schools cite students nore
frequently. The biggest nunber off to the far right,
89.6 and 82.3, are the junior highs; the high schools
are in the 60's; elenentary schools are not witing
up nearly as nmuch, perhaps not surprisingly. The

smal | est and | argest schools -- again, you see the
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top is the set of smallest schools; the green |ine at
the bottomare the set of |argest schools, and those
are for all infractions. So in the |largest set of
school s there are 60 infractions per year per 100
students. Wen we broke up the state into the
fraction of African American students per district,
we find out that the districts with the highest
fraction of African American students wite up nore
frequently than districts with the |owest fraction of
African American students, roughly three tines as
high for both all infractions, where you see there
are 70 per 100 students, and even for the severe
infractions; even though the nunbers are small it's
9.9 wite-ups per 100 students. Over in the
districts that have fewer mnority students it's only
three wite-ups per 100 students.

MS. ZOOK: Are these three different students or
t he same student three tinmes?

DR RITTER The way we did this calculation is
the total nunber of write-ups divided by the tota
nunber of students. So it could be the same student
committing a nultiple infraction and it could be
different students. That one, we just totaled them
up. There are other ways you could do it where you

could say the fraction of students who have been
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witten up. The stories don't change, regardl ess of
which way you do it. W've tried it both ways.
Thanks. And please interrupt and ask questions. W
think it's clear but | can't see what you're seeing,
so | don't know. Thank you.

When we | ook at | owincone you see the sane
unfortunate upward trajectory where schools serving
nore | owinconme students are nore likely to wite-up
for all infractions -- you see the nunbers in the
70's and 60's in the far right -- and for the nost
severe infractions, going from3.2 per 100 students
in the nost affluent districts all the way to roughly
8 instants per 100 students in the poorest districts.

Results by benchmark scores are the sane. The
| owest achieving districts, in this case on the left,
have far nore wite-ups than the highest achieving
districts on the right. And the magnitude of the
differences is quite large. Now, again, this doesn't
tell us that |ow performance |eads to extra
disciplinary wite-ups or extra disciplinary wite-
ups leads to | ow performance. W can't sort out the
direction by |ooking at themin the sane year; we
need to figure out with alittle nore data. And we
do have a data request in with Dr. Saunders to try

and gather nore data to try and sort through that
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difference, but we're not there yet. W' ve just been
digging into this over the past few nonths.

So, yes, it seens |ike certain types of schools
nost certainly are witing up students for
m sbehavi or nore often. But the real question
per haps is what about the consequences of that
m sbehavi or and to what extent are the consequences
neted out to the students in a roughly equitable
fashion. So our second question is: which types of
schools are nore likely to give strict punishments.
And the way we define giving strict punishnents are
we have all the infractions in the state database and
we have all the punishnents connected to those
infractions. So you can inmagi ne we can conpute an
average puni shnent, an average nunber of days of
puni shment for every infraction. So schools that
of fer punishments that are above average are strict
school s and school s that deliver punishnents that are
bel ow t he average for the whole dataset in the state
we're viewng as |ess strict schools. W controlled
for all the things that you'd inmagine controlling
for, so was it the student's sixth tinme he did
sonething wong or the first? W controlled for
that. Wich type of infraction was it, whether it

was just truancy or fighting or different -- we
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controlled for those sorts of things; we controlled
for the things that woul d reasonably affect an

adm ni strator's choice for the punishment. But then
we didn't -- we wanted to see if then the strictness
differed by the type of student or the type of
school .

And if we were at an academ c conference al
this green stuff tells you -- | guess it's sort of
i ke our resune; you should believe what we're --
when we -- I'mgoing to not tal k about that and,
instead, I'"'mgoing to hand it over to Kaitlin
Ander son, our researcher who did a great deal of the
wor k, and she's going to talk you through the next
few slides.

MS. ANDERSON. Thanks, Dr. Ritter. 1I1t's a good
thing that you probably didn't go into detail because
the actual equations didn't turn out right, | fear;
hopefully, it's okay on your copy that you actually
have. Basically, the gist of what we did with
guestion two is controlling for all of those factors
t hat woul d reasonably predict the punishnent. W're
finding an average puni shnment for a given infraction
at a school level and then trying to | ook at how t hat
relates to those schools' characteristics. And so

the itens circled in red are the characteristics that
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had a significant relationship, so schools that have
a higher percentage of African Anerican students are
nore likely to give longer punishments for the sane
infraction. And we also saw that the northeast
region and the central region were on average giVving
slightly shorter punishments than the other regions.
Again, these are just on-average.

So next, noving on fromthe school |evel, what
types of students on average are receiving stricter
puni shnments for the sanme infraction. So this is a
simlar idea. Again, we're creating a residual
that's basically a neasure of the extra days or a
nunber of fewer days for the same infraction. And
t hen, instead of consolidating this at an average
school level, we're actually averaging it over a
subgroup of students; so this way we can conpare say
mal es and femal es and see who's bei ng puni shed nore
or less strictly for the sane infraction.

So we'll go into nore of the details of the
results in a mnute, but overall we see that mnority
students, FRL students, and nal e students are getting
| onger punishments for the sane infraction, and that
speci al education students and LEP students (Limted
English Proficiency) are receiving slightly |ess

strict punishnments. And just to put this in context,
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per infraction mnority students receive about half-
a-day extra of punishnment for a single infraction.

So here are those differences laid out. At the
top you see the four-and-five-eighths and that's
roughly hal f-a-day per infraction difference between
mnority and white students. So this m ght seem
maybe small to you, but over thousands of students it
really adds up. Then, at the bottomyou al so see
sone differences by special education and LEP status.
There were also differences by FRL status, about a
tenth of a day extra if you were a | owincone
student, and about a twentieth of a day extra if you
were mal e as opposed to female. So keep in mnd too
that these are still across the state, so this is
relative to the state average.

Turning to howthis relates to academ c
achi evenment, we did the sanme thing, averaging
residuals over proficiencies. So if you were an
advanced student, you're receiving a one-third day
| ess punishnent than if you were the average student.
W can al so see that bel ow basic students were
receiving a slightly |onger punishnent and these are
based off of the prior year test scores. So maybe
there's a perception that you're a good kid, you're a

smart kid, you just acted up once, so we're going to

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

21

be lenient on you this tinme. That's just one theory.
So before | nove on to the final question, just
to recap what we know so far, students are cited nore
frequently in the nost disadvantaged districts. And
then if you | ook at the actual infraction |evel
there's also a difference in the strictness of
puni shment for a given type of infraction. So
schools with higher mnority enroll ments are the nost
strict; they're giving | onger punishments for the
sane types of infractions. And we've also seen that
certain types of students are receiving |onger
puni shment, so mnority students, FRL students and
mal e students are receiving | onger punishnments for
the same infraction. Now all of this is across the
state average, so it could be, like Dr. Ritter
alluded to earlier, that these are differences
bet ween schools and that it's not necessarily a-
wi t hi n-school problem So this is what we're | ooking
at wth the next question.
kay. So, again, sane idea; we're creating a
resi dual but now we're hol ding the school that that
student attends constant and then aggregating the
resi dual s agai n by subgroup, and so here largely the
disparity is dimnished. That half-a-day that we saw

between mnority and white students is now only about
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a twentieth of a day. Surprisingly though, the

mal e/ femal e difference is about the sane; it's stil
about .05, .06. And so what we're trying to see here
-- oh, wait, one nore -- again, if you are an
advanced student you're receiving a slightly shorter
puni shment; this tinme it's only about a tenth of a
day shorter relative to the average puni shnent for
that infraction. So these are within specific school
disparities that we've seen between the subgroups.

So this is not to say that these disparities do not
exi st or that they're not inportant, but | think the
big story to really come away with here is that it's
not necessarily within school differences that are
driving all of this; it's just that there are
students that are in the nost disadvantaged school s
that are also receiving nore infractions and are
being treated nore strictly for those infractions.
And so as Dr. Ritter alluded to as well, we have a
ot nore -- many nore questions that we would like to
answer with this. Qoviously, with anything there's
opportunity for data inprovenent and one of our
questions we want answered we need data to support
that, so ideally we can get information on referrals
to | aw enforcenent authorities and ot her outcone

nmeasures that would help give us nore context for the
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story. And we're also very interested in hearing
what the State Board is interested in seeing for

t hese questions and working on devel opi ng what we do
annually as well. But we really appreciate your tine
and thank you for having us.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  It's a lot to digest. It
certainly raises questions all across the spectrum
for me as it relates to many, many, many things:
poverty, or lack of, juvenile justice, an inplication
that -- you know -- the over-representation of
mnorities in the juvenile justice system the high
rate of failure in schools wth high mnority
students. So, | don't know. | don't get a do-over,
but if | had a do-over | think I'd change careers or
sonething. | don't know what it would be, but -- and
so it gives alot of clarity but it also presents a
tremendous chal | enge because so many systens are
i npacted, you know, whether it be the ABC program
trying to get kids ready, whether it be just overal
community safety, juvenile justice, and all the
things -- economc problenms with schools. | hate to
make this a commentary but all these things play
into, you know, academ c distress, fiscal distress,
and all things that -- you know -- that inpact --

famlies and comunities are inpacted by this. So |
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hope that at sonme point we realize the gravity of the
situation, not necessarily the Arkansas Departnent of
Educati on Board because there's so nuch we can do.

But at the sane time | think communities and school s
-- Ms. Newton is here as a teacher and |I'm sure she's
pl ayi ng through her mnd what inpacts her as a

cl assroom teacher; Ms. Reith over here to ny left is
| ooking at her work in community organi zing. And
this is just so noving and disturbing and it's a
cause of concern when we see the disparity in the
numbers. And your report to ne doesn't necessarily
represent the conmonsense factors --

M5. SAVIERS. Right.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: -- you know, because the
smal | er schools with the worst -- you know -- that,
you know -- the worst nunbers are the -- you know - -

so all these things don't make sense in the whole
scheme of things. |It's just -- it's just, like | say
-- Ms. Zook, you can --

M5. ZOOK: Yes. One thing that | would like to
know is not so nuch if a child -- one child gets one
puni shment or another child gets another punishnent,
whi ch on your scale strict or less strict, but did
that work and are you getting repeat offenses.

Anybody who has raised children or watched people
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rai se children know that you -- if you try to do
everybody the sane -- and Ms. Newton knows this even
in her classroom So if what was given as puni shnent
wor ked and the child didn't have to cone back, then
to remedy -- and | don't know if there's a way
wi t hout interview ng each person and being right
t here when the child does, but is what they' re doing
working or is the child getting in trouble and
getting in trouble and getting in trouble and the
school doesn't realize that what they're doing to
puni sh the child is not in fact punishing, it's not
changi ng the behavior at all. |Is that possible?

DR RITTER That's a great point. And we can
| ook at whether the child gets punished again in
future years. And so what we can try and do is cone
up with sonme way of categorizing the puni shment types
of schools, where they're strict and nore strict,
whet her they use this strategy or that strategy, and
figure out which one, if there is one, is connected
to less recidivism to use the word that | think
you're getting at. That's a great point. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Savi ers.

MS. SAVIERS: And one thing -- and thank you so
much for your report; it really is fascinating.

Havi ng rai sed boys and having rai sed boys who

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

26

attended public school with predom nantly African
Anerican popul ations, it was ny observation -- this
is certainly anecdotal, but my observation that a | ot
of the -- you know -- how many offenses were --
occurred in a particular building had to do with the
| eadership in the building and staff and who was
meting out the punishnent and how nmuch puni shnent
they decided to nete out, and that varied w dely.

And a lot of it depended upon who saw you do the
deed, you know, and so in my mnd this goes back to
very targeted and intentional professional

devel opnment, particularly in these areas that we've
hi ghlighted as having | ots of offenses. Because |

t hi nk sonetinmes you just don't know what you don't
know and culturally maybe what you know is strict
puni shnent, so -- and, you know -- and al so when
read this ny big concern is the nunber of days that
these kids are actually out of instruction and are we
addressing that through policy and professional

devel opment in some way. Now it just drove ne crazy
-- or it still does -- to walk into a school and see
a bunch of kids sitting in the auditorium being
supervised and -- you know -- with their heads down
on a desk instead of back in the classroom So those

are the things that really concern ne and that |
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t hi nk affect academ c i nprovenent and achi evenent and
that we should really be focused on. But how do we
take this information and really nake it work for

ki ds?

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Reith.

M5. REITH And ny comrents are going to a
simlar direction. | know, Dr. Rtter, we
appreci ated your presentation |ast year. And rem nd
me if I"'mwong: this was triggered because of
| egislation -- correct? -- that you all |ooked at
this? O was this purely because of the ADE reaching
out and asking you to look at this?

DR RITTER. | think the legislation led to the
ADE needing a response to |legislation that they saw
and they gathered the data and then sought us out so
they had a third-party do the data anal ysis.

MS. REITH Yeah. That's right. GCkay. And
| ast year was the first year, so this is the second
year. Correct?

DR RITTER  Yes.

MS. REITH Myving forward. And it's wonderful
that we're continuing to cone back to this, that this
wasn't just a one-time, one-year thing. I'mthrilled
to know that there is another year. | guess where ny

-- and it's not a frustration; nmaybe it's to answer
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your question, right, about where we go next with
this. And | think it's, as my colleague Ms. Saviers
was saying, is how do we get this into a usable
format for actual schools, superintendents, |eaders,
to know -- which are the schools, right? -- how does
this relay what does the state data, you know, nean
for my school and what can be done for that and that,
you know, we're actually tal king about strategi es and
i nvestnent and funds and such in a way that that can
resol ve these issues. So whether -- and | think this
is the perfect tee-up for M. Kurrus, who's going to
be speaking to us next on the Little Rock School
District and that | know that sonme of these issues
are obviously correlated with his own schools --
right? -- that they're tal king about in schools in
distress right now |'mhoping -- | know the
Conmmi ssi oner shared with me a little bit about
conversations with the Little Rock Police Departnent,
trying to tal k about these various issues with the
schools. Hopefully, we'll hear a little bit about
that in M. Kurrus' report. But | think in genera

-- right? -- trying to identify what sone of these
best practices are in the state, if there is a way to
do so, what some of this relationship |ooks |ike,

what is within the control of school versus -- what
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are things that we need to outsource and w aparound
services and partnerships -- right? -- to be able to
do sonething. Because this is essentially, as you
all said, areaffirmation that the cradle-to-prison-
pi peline that we tal k about so much at the nationa
| evel also exists here in Arkansas, and it's just the
nunbers that are affirmng that. And so | think now
t hat we can acknow edge that or we have been
acknow edgi ng that now, with sone state policy to go
withit, |I really think there's a trenendous
tinmeliness here to do sonething. Because as what our
col | eagues were sharing here -- right? -- it actually
doesn't surprise me that we see a bigger incidence of
this in junior high. Because of our failures to
correct those issues at junior high is what causes
those kids to then drop out and then not be in high
school and see those nunbers there. And | know that,
especially within ny work wwth the Hi spanic and
i mm grant community across the state, still seeing
such a straggling rate of high school conpletion for
our communities and such, knowi ng that some of this
is tied to that.

My last thing that | would Iike for next year's
report would be I don't know if you were | ooking at

Limted English Proficiency because -- you know -- as
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trying to understand our Hi spanic community. | know
up-front, when you tal ked about observations, you
mentioned African American and H spanic, and then al
of the studies, you know, |ooked at nunbers of
predom nantly African Anerican. | don't know if
Limted English Proficiency was a way of trying to
under stand our Hi spanic conmunity or if it was just
treated as a subgroup along with special ed. But I
will say that there's not a direct correlation
necessarily to Hi spanics and Limted English
Proficiency. And so if there would be a way as wel |
to understand within our H spanic nunbers as well |
woul d be really curious, you know, at the state |evel
to see what those nunbers | ook |ike.

DR RITTER I'd love to respond to a coupl e of
those things. |Is there tine?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

DR RITTER Okay. So let nme let Kaitlin talk
about the LEP and the Hi spanic nunbers because the
LEP nunbers were interesting, but in the interest of
time we didn't show everything. But Kaitlin wll
tal k about that; then | have a coupl e responses for
t he ot her points.

M5. ANDERSON. Ckay. And it wasn't to, you

know, take away fromthe Hi spanic popul ation, but
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also just to see if there's different things about
school s besides -- or about students besides race
that, you know, affect their outcones. And if there
is an idea that, you know, "maybe we're going to be a
little bit nore | enient on you because you don't
understand the teacher's instructions,” or sonething
like that, there could be sone correlation there. So
it was just trying to get at, you know, what
characteristics about students mght be related to
these different outcomes. And one of the interesting
things we saw was that there was these really |arge
gaps at the state |evel, but then when you | ooked
within schools they pretty nuch went conpletely away.
And we think that's just because a lot of the Limted
English Proficient students are concentrated in
certain types of schools, so it's not that they're
being treated differently within schools.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  And this may be a subject
that may lend itself to a work session. Because |
think the potential inpact of the discipline as it
relates to a certain group of students or not is so
critical to achievenent and noving -- you know - -
we' re | ooking at conponents of what we can do in
terns of structuring the future of Arkansas

education. And | think there's nothing any nore
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inmportant as a part of the recipe or one of the
ingredients to have this and give this, you know, a
further look. So | don't know that we -- even though
you feel that your tinme is limted, |I don't think we
can limt the tinme for this information. One of the
things | thought about, when I ook at the PLSB
reports, oftentines there's a book that they
recommend teachers to read as it relates to
situations where they need to better understand
poverty. And | ordered the book; | haven't read it,
| just got it, and | can't renmenber the nane of it.
But basically it lists the characteristics of
poverty. | think -- I don't think -- | won't say
that -- there is a predisposition, obviously, of sone
teachers to react differently to different students.
| ' m not convinced that every teacher understands the
genesis of that. And so | think all of that has to
be wrapped around a bigger -- it has to be a bigger
effort. And at sone point we've got to | ook at that
as a State Board, Conm ssioner, as to how we w ||
fashi on our educational systemto address it, not

| ooki ng at just academ cs, not |ooking at all the

t hi ngs that nove us forward, but |ooking at all the
things that nmove us forward. So | think that we've

got to cone back to this in a nore intensive way and
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to look at it. Because even if it were not an act, |
woul d hope that we as a board would be in a position
to say this is critical, this is fair, and this is a
just way to educate young people, and you cannot
educat e young people that are not in the classroom or
that are sitting in the gymor that have disparate
treatnent. Ms. Saviers and | have shared stories
about our sons and how -- the difference in the way
her son in a situation was treated and ny son. You
know, we just -- we can have conversations about that

MS. SAVI ERS:  Un- huh.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  -- and be honest about
where it all stemmed from So this is very rel evant
and very | think near and dear to all of us in terns
of wanting to go forward.

DR RITTER Just a -- so to react to that, |
think there was a question about can we give you
these in a usable format that schools can use. This
sort of strictness nunber that we've cone up with
schools are rated as being abnormally strict or
abnormal ly not strict; that's how we derive our
nunbers; those are things we could share if we felt
confortable. Over the |ast year we did, when we gave

our presentation, show you the schools with the
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hi ghest rates of infractions and the | owest rates,
and we did receive sone negative responses from
school s, saying, "Gosh, ours is only this high
because, you know, we are really diligent about
keepi ng records, when the school down the street,
they don't doit." So we want to be very confortable

with the quality of the data before we start -- |
think, before we start rating schools in that way.

You al so nentioned, you know, the inportance of
the problemin kids m ssing school days, and Kaitlin
has nmentioned this in presentations many tinmes. A
4.58 coefficient doesn't |ook Iike much, until you
take that half-a-day and nultiply it by the hundreds
of infractions per year tinmes the hundreds of kids,
hundreds or schools. Then the hal f-day does add up
to lots of days of mssing instruction tine and so it
woul dn't be at all surprising to see that students
puni shed nore frequently end up in later years with
| ower academ c achi evenent. That woul d be perfectly
bel i evabl e.

And, finally, there was a great question about
-- or reference to the possibility of different
school |eaders creating different school cultures
that result in different punishnment strategies. And

what we can do is we certainly don't know every

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

35

school |eader's strategy or their practices, but we
do know -- for exanple, | think we can identify which
school s are being | ed by novice | eaders as conpared
to experienced | eaders, or we can know sone
characteristics of |eaders and then we can do sone
anal ysis to see how those things connect to the kinds
of discipline nunbers we can create. So, all that to
say you're giving us lots of good ideas and these are
things -- many of these things are quite doable.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Thank you. Dr. Barth.

DR. BARTH  Just a few things that connects with
t hi ngs that have been said. First off, | want to
t hank Senator Chesterfield who did carry this
| egi sl ation and then-Senator Key who co-sponsored
that. Thank you. Thank you for spurring this
conversation. A couple of things, noving towards the
-- | do hope we have a work session to kind of maybe
have sonme different data when we | ook at that, at
| east different data next year. First off -- and
this gets into sonething Ms. Saviers said -- | nean
you know, all write-ups are not the sanme and
especially those that take kids out of school are,
you know, really damagi ng achi evenent. And, Ms.
Anderson, you said that there's not data on referrals

to | aw enforcenent avail abl e now?
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M5. ANDERSON:. We weren't provided with a nice
set of conpiled data. |'msure we could get it, if
we knew how.

DR RITTER W don't knowif it's avail able.

M5. ANDERSON: Right.

DR RITTER W do not have it for the analysis
we were asked to do, but it would be worthwhile, as
Ms. Reith suggested and nentioned. It just sort of
confirms the school -to-prison-pipeline. 1t doesn't
get that far yet; it confirms all the disparate
outcomes within schools. W don't know what happens
beyond school. But we would certainly love to try
and be hel pful and go further with the anal ysis.

DR BARTH And did y'all have in-school versus
out - of - school suspensi ons?

MS. ANDERSON: Yes, sir.

DR BARTH Ckay. | would really like to see
that broken out. | nean, your research is so clear
interms of the particularly damagi ng inpact of out-
of - school suspensi on on student |earning, and so that
woul d be particularly helpful. 1'd also maybe push
back just a little bit on the -- | think in your
presentation you were kind of dimnishing the
disparities wthin schools. | mean, first off, they

were still just as significant, and if Dr. Ritter was
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conferencing he woul d probably be presenting themin
a -- enphasizing that. And especially when we're
t hi nki ng about the severity of the punishment,
especially the, you know, in-school versus out-of -
school suspension, referrals to | aw enforcenent, et
cetera. | nmean, I'd like to dive down into sone of
those within school disparities, because they're
still there; we just know that there's sonething
going on that's a little different than the nore
system c issues that are present at the school |evel.
So I'd like to note that.

| know that |egislation al so does say that we
need to start | ooking at good practices around the
state, and I think we've started to hint at this. |
nmean, you know, it's about |eadership; it's about
cul tural conpetency training; it's about a |lot of
these things. And so what | would like to see to
hel p us is: what are those schools that should be
havi ng incredi bly high rates of punishment but are
obviously doing things smartly, in a way that doesn't
have negative ram fications for learning. So | want
to see sonme of those outliers, those good outliers,
because | think that's where we're going to find the
best practices. And whether it's |eadership

training, whether it's the scaffolding of
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puni shments, or going to imedi ately go Defcon-4, but
start in a nore, you know, appropriate way that
NASBE, National Association of State Boards of Ed.,
reported and that we saw this week, and they suggest
that sone of those things can really be effective.

So | want us to start to nove fromwhat the problem
is to what the good practices are.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN: | just wanted to kind of junmp on what
Ms. Saviers said about |eadership in the school. And
you addressed that earlier but I would like to see
specifics with ethnicity of |eaders, age of |eaders,
and the years of experience of the |eaders in the
school. Because that has a lot to do wth -- you
know -- if you're an ol d-school type of person and
you think, well, when you do this | think you need to
be put out of school, whatever it may be. | think
that has a lot to do wwth how a person is -- how a
student is disciplined and how a person vi ews
di scipline as well.

M5. SAVIERS. And just one nore thing and | just
keep harping on this. I'mfeeling ny tine on this
board slipping away and | hate to | eave w t hout
t hi nking that this would happen at some point. But

sonmehow to incorporate this information into our
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t eacher preparation prograns and our teacher
| eadership prograns, along with what Ms. Newton said
about understanding a child of poverty and what those
markers are and how to address that individually, you
know, for each child. That's sonething our future
teachers all -- and |eaders all need to understand
better. So | really hope that we're able to take
this information and translate it into policy and
t eacher preparation prograns and el sewhere that
really makes a difference.

DR RITTER M. Saviers, | can speak to our one
t eacher preparation programthat we have sone
interaction with, the Arkansas Teachers Corp, which
intentionally places students in economcally
di sadvant aged areas, and that is absolutely an
intentional focus of our training during the pre-
service training and the enbedded in-service training
t hat happens throughout their entire -- through their
entire time in the Arkansas Teacher Corp. So | agree
with you that that matters a great deal. And | think
it's easier for us because we are intentionally
pl aci ng students in econom cally di sadvant aged areas
to focus on working with exactly those sorts of
students, perhaps where a general teacher prep

program who m ght be placing students anywhere m ght
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not have the sane -- at |east not the sane focus as
our program woul d have.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  And we thank you for your
report; it's certainly thorough and conprehensi ve.
And just as a final note, we see a lot of literature
being witten and -- as far as these young people
sonmetines -- probably the majority of young people as
exhi biting synptons of posttraunatic stress disorder.
So | think it's very serious that what we've
associated with traumatic life events are now
paral l el to students in classroons, because evidently
they are having the sane inpact in a different realm
and a different environnent. So | think they may be
going as far as diagnosi ng many young peopl e, but
certainly describing those things that are so
traumatic that would lend itself to this descriptor
So | think that we are going in the right direction
in terms of our intent to be able to look at this
closer. And at this point I'd ask for a notion for
this action item A-2. M. Saviers.

M5. SAVIERS: | nove to approve.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Savi ers noves to
approve. |s there a second?

MS. REITH And a second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Okay. Al in -- or any
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further discussion? |I'msorry; | don't want to limt
any di scussi on.

MS. REITH If | could just add one thing, Madam
Chair?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay.

M5. REITH And that is just for next year, as
well, and | think I mght have nentioned this |ast
year too. Quantitative being very conmpelling but if
there are any good testinonials, |ike actual stories
to hear, especially as we start |ooking at some of

t hose outliers and good practices, especially as we

start thinking of the teaching conponent -- right? --
and starting to drill into sonme of those experiences,
if we could have folks -- | know our |ast Teacher of

the Year did a lot with trying to videotape sone of
t hese best practices and such. And if we could have
sone stories to conplinent the nunbers | think that
could be hel pful, as well.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay. All in favor of the
noti on?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON: Any opposed? Modtion
approved. Thank you very nuch.

DR. RITTER. Thanks for your tine and your

pati ence.
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CHAl RPERSON NEWTON:  We're now down to A-3. And

unl ess sonebody needs a quick break, we're going to
ask M. Kurrus to come and give his report. Ckay,
we're fine. M. Kurrus, Consideration of the Little
Rock School District's Mnthly Report.

MR. KURRUS: Good norning. | amhere this

norning wwth M. Geg Adans, who's one of the co-

chairs of the Cvic Advisory Commttee. And he has a

very brief report which we could either nove to now
or at your pleasure.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Whi chever wor ks best for
you. A brief report mght -- so you' re suggesting
that his is brief and yours is |ong?

MR KURRUS: Well, | guess I'ma |lawer and we
always love to go last if you're practicing |aw, so

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  COkay. We'll hear the brief
report. Let's start with his report.

MR KURRUS: Let ne ask M. Adanms to step
forward. And | will be brief, as well.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Woul d you state your nane
and your affiliation for the purpose of this report?

MR. ADAMS: Yes, ma'am M nane is G eg Adans;
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|'ma co-chair of the Civic Advisory Conmttee for
the Little Rock School District. Thank you for the
time this norning. | do have just a very brief
report. Qur conmmittee has continued to neet in the
summer and our nmj or devel opnent has been we have set
a retreat date for Septenber 19, utilizing the
facilitator that's being underwitten by the Arkansas
Public Policy Panel and the Rockefeller Foundation.
And we have al so set up a retreat planning comittee
fromour overall commttee to help us plan the
details for that day. Qur hope is to come out of
that retreat day with a strong consensus for goals
and strategies, what we'd |ike to acconplish, and
some tasks and how to organi ze ourselves. M. Kurrus
has presented us with sone | arge over-reaching
questions that he would like to have input fromthe
committee and that will be a tinme that the conmttee
will be able to discuss how we want to respond to
t hose requests too fromM. Kurrus. And |I'm hopeful
that we'll strongly engage in those questions, which
| think will be very appropriate for the commttee.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Thank you.

MR ADAMS: Thank you.

M5. ZOOK: May | ask a quick question of hinf

The students that were on the commttee who are now
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at atotally different school, did they roll off the
conmm ttee and sonmeone new conme on, or how was -- isS
or was that handl ed, and also if teachers were
transferred?

MR. ADAMS: Thank you. W do have students who
are going to be -- who were assigned to our commttee
who are going to be at a different school this year
because they were -- they noved on up to a different
school. And so we're going to -- we're looking to
t hose schools as the school year begins to assign new
representatives. W feel |ike we need to have new
representatives, sonebody who's actually there in the
school this year. The sane will be said for the
teachers; we have sone teachers who are going to be
in different positions and so we're going to be
| ooking in the next nonth, hopefully before our
retreat date, to have new teacher representatives
al so.

M5. ZOOK: Thank you.

MR ADAMS: You're wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any ot her questions? kay.
Thank you again for your report.

MR KURRUS: | will try to be brief. 1'mgoing
totalk alittle bit about school opening, and |I'm

not going to sing, although I've sung at |ots of
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schools. If | were going to sing, | would sing the
Johnny Cash song "I've Been Everywhere, Man," because
|'ve been everywhere. 1've been in a lot of schools.
| will say that we are ready. W have chall enges in
sone schools but we are ready. | was in severa
school s yesterday and early this norning. Morale is
good, teachers are working hard, staffs are
cooperating, and |I'mvery encouraged by that. And I
woul d invite any of you. The Conm ssioner as well as
several other ADE staff persons have indicated they
m ght want to cone to schools on opening day, and
you're all wel cone; anywhere, at any time, please
conme to our schools, because | think that presence is
a positive thing.

| want to give you just a brief overview of an
enrollment trend, and it's just a trend, and this is
the world's worst tinme of the year to try to project
anything. But if you |l ooked at our enrollnent a year
ago and you conpared it to our enrollnent today,
based on what's on our books, we're up 656 students.
| have no idea who's going to show up, who's going to
actually get there, and who el se m ght show up. W
had a roomfull of people at our student assignnent
office yesterday. So very difficult to predict, but

that's -- | just want to tell you where we are right
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now. As you know, from Qpportunity Choice transfers,
we have sone very tight buildings; we have -- we
still have a huge issue, in ny opinion, with the fact
t hat some peopl e see schools as offering nore
opportunity than other schools. That is the greatest
chal l enge | have right now, is to educate the public,
for one thing, of the marvel ous students that are in
schools which are not preferred. And | was with
t hose students yesterday; |I'Il be with them every
day. | can bring themup here and you can neet them
if you would like, or if you ever want to go to these
school s and see marvel ous kids who are doi ng
marvel ous things. W have them everywhere, but that
story does not get told. So |l am-- and | want to
tell that story, and I will continue to try to do so.
And 1'd invite you at any time you want to go with ne
to a Student Council neeting in any of the schools
t hat people don't think are marvel ous. | can show
you kids that are doing -- young peopl e doing
marvel ous things, and |'mvery excited. | meet new
ones every day; | net several yesterday.

| want to talk briefly about sort of the mcro,
t he organi zational matters, then | want to nove to
the big picture, if that's okay. Wat | want to talk

about right nowis boring and stuff you' ve heard
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about before, but it's the bl ocking-and-tackling of
organi zati onal managenent and education, and that's
what we're working on. Staffing is what has been
done well. W staffed up with school inprovenment
specialists, even though | think some of the
requirenents only said that we needed those fol ks at
senmester. We've built those teans; spent a great

deal of time with representatives of ADE, Dr. WIde
who is here and others who are here, M. Tol bert.
We've all worked together and cooperated on trying to
devel op an integrated plan for the proper engagenent
of school inprovenent specialists. It's a very
tricky thing because if you're trying to do what |'m
trying to do, which is build a direct line of
accountability frommy office through associate
superintendents to principals, assistant principals,

t eachers, and students, you have to be careful not to
interject other people within that accountability
chain and interrupt that very direct line. And we've
spent a fair anmount of tinme with the process map to
try to locate and really think about where the points
of inflection should be for various facilitators. W
have school inprovenent specialists, the ADE has
school inprovenent specialists, we have math

facilitators, literacy facilitators; we have speci al
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teachers. And the last thing | want to do is ever
interrupt that chain of accountability, so we've
spent a great deal of time on that, training our
peopl e and working with ADE so that we have a process
map and we don't interrupt that chain of
accountability. Because that's what |'m focused on,
agai n, the bl ocking-and-tackling of the sinple things
you've heard me tal k about before, the accountability
nmeasures that we're going to put in place, and we've
done so. W're going to use TLI for interim
assessments; we're going to re-inpose tests; we're
going to be data driven; and we're going to focus
everywhere we are -- everywhere -- every single
school actively managi ng goal -setting and pronoting
accountability. It sounds kind of boring, but I'm
predicting we'll get nore pop out of that sinple
thing -- inproving norale, having direct and clear

i nes of communication and accountability -- than we
will fromany special thing that we do. | think the
easiest gains will be frombetter managenent, nore
accountability, and nore focus. And that's what |'m
hearing from ADE folks. | went to conferences. |'m
training up to be a superintendent and you'll be
proud to know I'"mgoing to class and |'ve got a | ot

to learn; Lord knows | do. But | know what | don't
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know, and |'ve got great people on our teamwho are
maki ng t hese good thi ngs happen.

Qur distress schools present unique chall enges.
| don't have to tell you that. W' re focused on
t hose schools in a lot of interesting ways. Baseline
gets all the publicity, but I'mfocused actually now
nore -- a lot nore on the other schools. Because
actually nmy biggest fear at Baseline is that we have
t oo many noving parts, too nmany people trying to
hel p, too many cooks in the kitchen. It's very -- it
may not be true -- and | hope it isn't -- but that's
what |'mworried about at Baseline. At the other
school s, you're going to hear fromthose principals
tonmorrow, they' |l all be here and you can ask
questions. So I'd rather now -- 1'll be happy to,
but I'm even thinking about not coming; | just think
it would be better. |If you want to interact with
t hem and ask them anythi ng you want to know, outside
of nmy presence, | would like for you to do that. And
| promse you |l won't |ook at the tape; | know t hey
tape these neetings. But | want you to ask them
whatever it is -- and what |'ve told themis that
your points of enphasis should be -- or mght be -- |
shoul dn't say should be -- but mght be what are you

going to do differently this year than you did | ast
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year to change results; a sinple question. But
sinpl e questions are the hardest ones to answers. |If
you've ever tried a lawsuit, the sinplest question is
t he hardest one to answer -- what's going to be
different next year. This year actually starts

Monday. But it wll be strictly up to you and

they'Il all be here and they'|ll all be prepared and
appreci ate the chance to be with you. And I'Il come
if youd like or 1'll nmake up my own m nd about

whet her it would be constructive for themto answer
Wi thout me trying to intrude or otherwi se step into
the mddle of it.

| would like to mnd of go to the big picture
now, if | mght, because that's very inportant.
W' ve been naking the news a little bit. People want
tointerviewne all the tinme -- and, honestly, |
don't want to be the story and I'mtrying not to do
that. | honestly amtrying to step out of the
pi cture because we have so many ot her peopl e working
so hard and | want you to understand how nuch |
appreciate our team But the big picture is so
critical right now W have sone schools where we
don't have roomfor new kids; we have schools where
peopl e want to attend and are doing all sorts of

things to try to get in schools, including fudging on
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where they live a little bit, you m ght say. W've
t aken neasures, with the Conm ssioner's help, to try
to manage that issue. So it's not that we don't have
good schools. W have great schools. But we also
have school s where people don't want to get in.
That's a big picture itemthat | mentioned;, we're
working on that. Because if we don't pronote |ong-
termstability in our school district and focus on
student achi evenent everywhere, this will be a
constant problem W have to solve this problem by
maki ng every school a school of choice and we're
working hard to do that. W also have to consider
growm h. Sone people mght say that we don't want to
serve every kid in Little Rock. | want to serve

every kid in every school zone and we make no bones

about that, and | have plans to do that. | also want
to respect the Cvic Advisory Commttee. |'ve asked
t hem bi g questions, and | think, |ike nost of us,

they want to focus on certain things that are nmaybe
closer to them personally; that's human nature and
respect that as well. But | really need help from
you or fromthemon what do you want to acconpli sh
big picture-wi se; do you want to build new schools in
this towmm? Do you want to ranp up and open school s,

not just out west or not just down south or
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sout hwest, but everywhere? Because the one thing |'m
not going to do is nmake comments with respect to any
particular group that wants to do any particul ar one
thing; it has to be a conprehensive plan, has to be

t hought -out very carefully, and it shouldn't be
isolated, and it shouldn't be driven by emails or

bl ogs. It ought to be driven by prudent thinking and
it ought to respect the fact that our conmunity needs
to be behind it as a whole. Anything we do in Little
Rock will be scrutinized, as it should be, and the

i npact on the conmunity as a whol e nust be
considered. | amprepared and | have a plan. It's
ny plan. It's not the comunity's plan, your plan,
the Cvic Advisory Commttee's plan, but | think it's
a good plan -- but I"'mnot sharing it. | wll share
it at your conveni ence, whenever you request it. But
|'d like the Gvic Advisory Conmttee to take a big-
picture view and tell me what this comunity wants
this system of education to look like in three to
five years. That will be a process, but |I'm prepared
to step in that direction because if we don't begin
to address our mmj or needs conprehensively, again,

not on a one-off basis -- it's not |ike popping
popcorn where a bunch of people kind of get excited

and we do one thing and we do sonething el se and then
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we hope it all fits together in the long-run. That's
backwards. | want to do it differently and we do
need an overall strategy, not only just for
facilities managenment but for managenent of our

operations. The last few days |'ve been to our

war ehouse, |'ve been to our transportation |ocation,
|'ve been to our procurenment center, |'ve been to our
food service location, |I've been to safety and

security locations. W' ve got |ocations everywhere.
W will fix that; it's going to be hard to slim down
our adm nistrative budget, which I'mworking every
day on.

Anot her big picture item-- a little good news
-- we have planned an operating deficit for this
year, but based on current nunmbers we've turned that
froma $2 mllion loss to about a $2.6 mllion
operating surplus. That's going to inprove this
year. W'Ill continue to push in that direction, and
if we work hard and nmake the cost savings cone true
that | think are out there we'll have the noney to
build new schools, if that's what the Board's
pl easure would be or if that's what the conmmunity
W shes to see. It won't be easy; it will be very
difficult, as a matter of fact. But if we manage

correctly and work very hard, we can do that. The
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main thing we have in Little Rock that's in short --
we have great people. Man, we've got great teachers.
| talk to themevery day. | was with themthis
norning. | actually ran froma school, talking to
teachers, to a getting-ready-for-school neeting

downt own, thanked all ny fol ks that were working
there -- or our folks that were working there -- and
t hen rushed over here. And |I'mvery optimstic that
if we continue to work hard we can have great
success.

| know y'all asked questions about disciplinary
matters and how we're going to handl e those things.
| think I will respond to your questions and tackle
that sort of ad Iib; I"'mnot fully prepared on that,
but I'Il be happy to share with you anything | can
Wi th respect to that.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Let's start with Ms. Dean.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Madam Chair, can | --

CHAI RERSON NEWION:  |'m sorry.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Well, if | may add to the
report before questions. There are just a few things
| wanted to cover. | always thank him and |
especi ally thank Jenny Kurrus every tine | see her
for allowng himto tackle this. A few weeks ago, |

was invited to speak at the Principals Institute for
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LRSD. And | wll just say that the positive energy
that | observed in that group of principals,

assi stant principals, and other administrators at the
bui I ding | evel was nuch different than anything | had
observed in interactions prior to M. Kurrus com ng
onboard. His teamat the LRSD office, his critica
staff nmenbers and professionals that are doing so
much, | can only describe it as they feel unleashed
now to be able to do the jobs that they know need to
be done. So just to say that the |eadership, the
organi zational style, the approach that M. Kurrus
has taken has really taken hold, and | think you're
starting to see that now filter on down into the
buildings. W -- | approached -- and | forward those
requests to Baker often, but we have different groups
in the comunities that are now seeking partnerships
and stepping up and asking, "Hey, how can we hel p?"
And so, you know, we really -- | expect, over the
next nmonth, two nonths, there are going to be a |ot
of other exciting announcenents of things where we
have those opportunities for partnerships wth groups
that were taking a wait-and-see approach; but now
that they see the positive energy taking place that
they want to get involved and they want to hel p be

part of this turnaround. So |'m encouraged; |'m
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encouraged and want the Board to hear me again thank
Baker for his | eadership that he's bringing to the
t abl e.

MR KURRUS: Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Thank you. Ms. Dean, do

you have a question?

M5. DEAN. | don't have a question. | just
wanted to say -- | just wanted to reiterate what the
Conmi ssi oner said. 1've heard so many great things

about you and what you've been doing in the community
fromparents, all around. So | just want to take the
opportunity to thank you for the positive energy that
you've injected into everything that you' ve done.
So, thank you.

MS. KURRUS: Well, that's very -- thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Dr. Barth

DR. BARTH. Thank you. Thanks for everything.
Just a couple of questions. You alluded to the space
concerns, especially at the junior high |evel, but
al so at the high school level. And, you know, |
think that we all hope that this positive energy of
course |leads to nore and nore and nore dozens of Kkids
bei ng educated in the district. And so, | nmean, in a

best case scenario, | mean, how quickly could we see,
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you know, at |east sonme, you know, new space,
especially at the junior high |evel?

MR, KURRUS: Well, you've sort of opened the
door. | nean, 1'll be happy to discuss that in
what ever |evel of depth you want. | spend a |ot of
ny time thinking big-picture now, which is so nuch
better than | -- than May 6th, when | started and
when | was really worried about nmanagi ng sinple
things, |ike can we cooperate, can we hold a neeting
where we do sonet hing positive and people are
enpowered and want to speak up. W' ve gotten beyond
that, which is nmarvel ous, because now | can step back
and instead of flying right on the deck |I'm up about
15,000 feet now | really need to be at 40,000 feet,
but I'mstill learning so nuch by being on the ground
floor that | don't want to get off. But we could
ramp up very quickly, but the problem| see is that
wi t hout a conprehensive plan -- let's say we did what
apparently we've been asked to do publicly on bl ogs
and stuff, which | don't read -- and |'ve said
publicly, "If you really want to bash ne, you need to
do that directly, either in person or on email to ne
directly, because | don't read it if you just bash ne
ki nd of generally on Facebook." But, you know,

there's been a lot of tal k about certain structures
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out west that are available and for sale. | could
find -- | ran into an architect who's a good friend
of m ne and he could go out there and have a | ook
around any day. But |I'mnot going to go | ook at that
buil ding; I'mnot even going to step in that
direction until | can say not only we're going to do
that, we're going to address these very severe needs
that we have in south central Little Rock and

sout hwest Little Rock. W have beautiful buildings.

| was in Geyer Springs yesterday; beautiful little
school. | was in Wakefield yesterday, which is a

rel atively new school; marvel ous school. But | was
in Franklin -- Franklin, we spent hundreds of

t housands of dollars in the last two years on
Franklin and the people down there working so hard,
and we've had so many really distressing -- one
especially distressing thing go on down there;

marvel ous building for what it is, but it was built
in 1949; it's not a nodern school; it's not a
Wakefield; it's not a Stephens; it's certainly not a
Roberts. But if we wanted to -- before | step out on
west Little Rock, | want to be able to tell the
comunity, nmy friends that | live with, "This is what
we' re doing everywhere."” This is not another one-off

deal where I"'mlistening to certain people or playing
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-- taking sides; I'mjust not going to do it. The
Cvic Advisory Commttee can do that, if they've got
the nerve, or you can tell me to do it; | work for
you. But what I'mgoing to do is |I'mgoing to insist
t hat we have a conprehensive coll aborative plan that
makes sense over the long-term And there's a little
short-termpain associated with that right now, but
I"'mw lling to take the hail storm because | know it
will blow over. But until we have a long-term
conprehensive plan for closing small schools that are
inefficient and building schools that are nodern and
neet the needs of nodern students, whether they're
speci al education needs, needs in nusic, needs in
art, needs in conputer |aboratories or literacy,
special rooms -- that's what we've got to do. And
our little ol' buildings are so quaint and some of
themare nice. | nean, they really are; for what
they are, they're really nice, and you need to go in
them But that's not what we're |ooking for |ong-
term | mean, I'Il just give you one little -- y'al
pulled the chain, so I'mgoing to try to be quiet. |
know -- | apol ogi ze, Madam Chair. But what do you
have when you have a half-time nurse? What do you
really have? And we've got a lot of half-tine

nurses. W really end up with a nurse that goes to
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two staff neetings, spends tinme in the car, works

i ke mad, never gets settled in, and you don't have
much -- they work so hard. | nean, | see them and
they're just all over the place. But if you can put
t hat sane nurse, even with nore students, in one

pl ace, with one office, one set of supplies,
everything that he or she needs to do the job full-
time, get acquainted with the staff, learn the
students in one school, they're so nmuch nore
effective. The sane is true with nusic and art and
all the enhancenents. |It's okay for a teacher to
have the sanme nunber of students in the four walls of
a school room but it really makes a difference. And
it's so expensive to education kids in small schools.
And | |love small schools; they' re wonderful. But if
you really want to see this comunity grow we have to
confront that issue, and I'mready to do it. But |I'm
not ready to step out and say, "Let's build a new

school out west," while everybody else in town is

scratching their heads, saying, "Well, what about our
needs?" | just think that's -- that opens up a |evel
of -- it blows the one thing that we've got going for

us right now, which is a trenmendous anmount of
goodwi I I. I'"mjust not wlling to sacrifice or risk

t hat goodw Il w thout a conprehensive plan. |
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couldn't give you a plan in a nonth or give you a
plan | ate tonight.

DR BARTH And | agree with everything you're
saying. It would be great that by the fall of 2016
that we could really begin to capture that group of
6th graders --

MR. KURRUS: Onh, yeah.

DR. BARTH -- that year. That's kind of when
woul d begin to say, "Ckay, that's a big turnaround,"”
if we'd start to capture large nunbers of those 6th
graders who -- we know that's the departure grade in
so many cases. And that's not the |ongest term plan,
but that would feel so good that year.

MR. KURRUS: Wiat pains ne -- and | won't tell a

whol e |l ot of stories, but | was at an el enentary

school that's a high-poverty school -- a high-poverty
school and a very high rated school -- |I'm not going
to call themout, but I'lIl tell you if you really

want to know -- and the two kids that were the

hi ghest achievers, | think -- and | didn't conpare
test scores -- those mnority kids, both -- we've
done such a trenendous job and they have done --
these kids and their fam lies have done such a
trenendous job. And these are the kids that we -- we

| ove every kid, but it pained ne so nmuch when neither
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one of themis going to mddle school with us, you
know, and then nmakes it that much harder everywhere
else. And so I'mwth you. | nean, | read, and
we've gotten some really good research frommy friend
M. Newton, and | appreciate it, about all that, and

it's painful to ne. And these people know where to

find ne; | hear fromthem
CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Zook. [|I'msorry.
DR BARTH No, I'Il go around.

MS. ZOOK: (Go ahead.
DR BARTH  Just a quick -- and | know you're
not going to want to go into nuch detail here. But

on contract negotiations, you know, are you --

what ever you want to say about that. | nean, | know
it's -- | mean, | know you're not going to want to go
into a lot of detail, but | feel |like we would be
remss not to talk about it. It's kind of the

el ephant in the roomin terns of school operating,
effective | eadership.

MR KURRUS: Well, "Il tell you -- I'"ll say it
this way -- and | don't want to -- | really respect
LREA and their | eadership because they' ve stepped up,
in ny opinion; been so prudent, so neasured in their
responses to what are highly volatile issues. M

preference, which is well known by virtue of the
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contract proposal, was to start with a contract that
clearly states that we recogni ze LREA and that we
bargain -- clearly bargain on wages and benefits.
And when you -- if you really just drop back and
forget about the length of the agreenent and all that
sort of thing, those are very inportant itens:
recognition, bargaining on wages and benefits.
Whenever | accepted a job, that's kind of the two

bi ggi es. Everything else is very inportant, but
those things are very inportant. The draft that |
proposed -- and | have a copy, if you'd like to see
it -- says that we'll negotiate working conditions.

| want to start with a little agreenment, and if we
have to work it up a little bit, I"mgood with that.
It's going to be good-faith negotiations, fairly
undertaken, pronptly, to nove where we negotiate
salary and benefits, which are the big issues. Then
we negotiate working conditions; those are big
issues. But | want to work froma little agreenent
rather than -- our agreenment currently is 92 pages.
It starts -- and then it has exhibits that take it
over 200 pages, and it's a docunent that has sort of
grown; it's 50 -- over 50 years old. Gosh, | know
al | about good-faith negotiations; | think we'll get

there. W've got great teachers and | understand --
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and | say it every chance | get, teaching and
| earning doesn't occur in nmy office; it occurs in the
cl assroom between a qualified professional. W' ve
got great teachers and | really respect them But
"Il tell you this, if we don't have a sustainable
financial future as well as schools that achieve then
none of us has a future in education in the LRSD; it
won't exist. So those are nmy primary goals, is to
recogni ze our teachers, let them know how nmuch we
appreciate them we expect a lot, but then provide
themw th the type of pay of anybody and the best
wor ki ng conditions, with people that appreciate them
DR. BARTH  Thank you.
CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Zook.

MS. ZOOK: Good nor ni ng.

MR, KURRUS: Good norning.

MS. ZOOK: Thank you for your report.

MR. KURRUS: You're welcone. Thank you.

M5. ZOOK: |'m hearing great things about the

different things that are changing, the attitudes. |
think you're having a big inpact there. The other

el ephant in the roomis last nonth -- or |ast week we
had parents fromLittle Rock district who were
wanting to exercise Qpportunity Choice. And Dr.

Fields either left here feeling beat up or "we feel
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your pain, but we don't agree with you." So are
there any processes in the works to help better work
with those parents? |If you don't have room you
don't have room And if you have an agreement with
the Little Rock city that you won't nove in
portables, then, you know, that's it. But those
parents do by legislation have a right to go to a
district or a building that is not in academc
distress. | got the feeling fromlistening to the
parents that they were notified like by formletter
kind of thing, and you and | both know that to get
bad news it cones better if it's a personal visit or
some ot her type of way. But what | al so wonder is:
are those famlies being fully informed of "well, if
we don't have room here, then there's transportation
noney; you can apply and | ook at Bryant or Benton or
North Little Rock," or whatever. Because if you're
going to wait for a big plan as opposed to piece-
mlling, as you' ve sort of |abeled it, about taking
care of the famlies that mght want to go to a non-
academ c distress building or mght want to go to
Little Rock period -- according to M. Fields there
were no spaces. And I'msort of like Dr. Barth, if
we get the best case scenario and the 8th graders

want to stay here for 9th, and the 5th graders want
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to stay here for 6th, and Dr. Fields is saying there
is no space, what is your plan?

MR KURRUS: Well, ny plan -- | alluded to it
briefly -- is to make schools that are not viewed as
school s of opportunity into schools which are school s
of opportunity. And, in fact, they are for sone
students. And we might get into this even a little
bit in this discussion about discipline. But if you
| ook at the macro picture, we have severe problens in
at | east six schools; actually, there are nore than
that. There's no -- there's virtually no difference
in the global performance of the schools which
actually went over the line than another nunber of
school s which are so close -- I'messentially
managi ng them the sane way because | see no
difference. But what | see in schools on both sides
is that if you have failure of any one student -- and
that's what |'ve said and |'ve told our staff -- a
student who fails is a failure of our system across
t he board; not that school. W're not playing that
gane. Parkview and Central and Mann and Dunbar are
viewed as schools where everything is going great.
Wll, no, it's not. |If there's any kid in there
that's bel ow basic or basic that we're not reaching,

then we have a failure in that school, and that's
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essentially the answer to your question obliquely.
Because if you go to Fair, Hall, and McClellan -- and
|'ve been in all three of themin the | ast severa
days -- | met sonme kids at Hall yesterday,
spectacul ar kids -- spectacul ar kids going to great
school s and achieving great things and just marvel ous
peopl e, but those kids' stories don't get told. Now
| can nanme kids -- I'"mnot going to do it; | don't
want to enbarrass them-- kids | know that went to
Governor's School that |'ve gotten acquainted with at
J.A Fair, or that went to the Youth Leadership
Conferences, and they report back to ne how it went
because | want to understand those kids. Not those
kids in particular so nmuch, but kids at those schools
because they have trenmendous kids in those school s
and there's roomfor nore kids in those schools. But
parents think, Gosh, |I'mnot going down there or I'm
not going to stay here because it's not -- you know
-- It's just not quite what we're looking for. And I
val ue parents and | understand that. And in an odd
way, in the interest of helping those schools, we've
let it becone stigmatized to a degree, and it's the
kids that pay the price, and you've heard ne tal k
about it. So I'mgoing to be at those -- |'m going

to be at Central. | was at Central Monday norning at
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team if you think that wasn't an ugly situation for
me. But that's about all |'ve done at Central and
|'mnot going to Parkview. 1'mgoing to try to get
t hi ngs working at schools |ike O overdal e and
Hender son, where parents say, "Hey, there's
opportunity there. | know there's been sone issues
but that's where we're going to go, because we can
make changes there.” And | hate to -- it's just so
hard in a building -- and you know this, and if you
don't we can go talk to principals and teachers --
you can really change a school and you can i npact

students, but when you concentrate children of

poverty -- and | don't care what color they are;
couldn't care less about that, really -- but if you
concentrate students of poverty -- and this is a

little bit of straight talk that our comunity needs
to hear -- if you concentrate children of poverty
anywhere, and then expect everything to change
rapidly, you've got a big job on your hands because
kids learn fromtheir peers. And |I'mnot saying
these are bad kids; they're wonderful kids. |'ve
just told you that. But we've got a real challenge
in our community. W need fair housing | aws; we need

m ddl e class people all over our city. It makes a
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big difference in educati on when we have zoned
schools. But we accept that challenge; |I'm not
running fromit, but --

M5, ZOOK:  Well, | think --

M5. KURRUS: W have to change those school s.
We cannot put every kid at Central, every kid at
Parkview, and that's not fair to our community. W
have to have centers of excellence everywhere and we
have to reach every child.

MS. ZOOK: And | do appreciate your point and |
do agree, and | know that because |'ve worked in
schools simlar to the ones that you have. But if
it's my child and it's their 11th and 12th grade year
and | hear about big plans but | don't see anything
changi ng fundanentally, they do have Qpportunity
School Choice. And | just wondered if you all could
come up with a plan or a nore personalized plan for
these famlies so that maybe all you'd have to do is
talk to them and encourage them and they woul d, you
know, feel nore confortable. But | do want to be
sure that these parents know that that | aw was not
passed and it doesn't apply to them because it does
in fact apply to them

MR. KURRUS: It truly does. But --

M5. ZOOK: And then the other thing is -- and
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|*ve been in the school business, so when parents
call nme, | say, "Have you tal ked to your principal?
Have you tal ked to, you know, the next person?"

get that; I'mnot trying to do that. But they live
in a zone. There are first graders that live in the
Jefferson zone, or there are third-graders who live
in the Ful bright zone, and they were told, "W don't
have any nore space in that grade.” So how is that
bei ng addressed?

MR KURRUS: Well, it's actually fourth grade at
Jefferson where we don't have any nore space, and
it's painful. A lot of those things are caused by
this paralysis that we've been involved in since
really -- Fulbright was built in 1978, and you talk
about Ful bright; there's been a fair amount of growth
out there. Right? Roberts was built five years ago.
Jefferson is a tiny school in a neighborhood that's
turned over with a lot of new famlies, younger
famlies with a lot of small children. And, again,
we cannot put any nore people in Jefferson. This
week, | said, "lIs there a possibility of adding a
fourth grade class at Jefferson and enrolling the
overflow and the kids that wanted to cone to
Jefferson, as well as Forest Park, where there's no

roomin fourth grade?" | can show you the list of
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where there is and isn't room | brought it with ne.
And the answer is no, we can't magically put nore
kids in a school building than state |law allows. And
that's this paralysis that |I'mtal king about where we
have a popcorn approach to facilities planning. You
know, we haven't done anything effectively since
Roberts was built, and that was not without its pain,
because there's no conprehensive plan. People in
sout hwest Little Rock say, "What about us?" People
in northwest say, "What about ne?" People in centra
city say, "What about our schools?" And they're al
right; they've all got a point; they're all entitled
to a conprehensive plan. So I can't fix the fact

t hat Forest Park has a class of 450 kids and you
can't shoe-horn another one in there. | get
conplaints every day. They' ve lost their specialized
roons that the PTA paid to equip for additional

cl assroom space. They do a great job; they achieve
at over 90% of their proficient/advanced. So | don't
have the answer short of this conprehensive plan I'm
telling you about. Now this Qpportunity School
Choice is a great idea in one sense that, you know,
you say that these are schools where you don't --
they're distressed, which neans, | guess, that 49.5%

or nore of the kids are not proficient and advanced.
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But that doesn't nean that kids down there aren't
going to nmake 30 on the ACT --

MS. ZOOK: Right.

MR KURRUS: -- because we're working on that.

M. ZOOK: And | think if you had an approach
where those parents have been tal ked to, encouraged,
or helped in a different direction but in fact,
didn't get a formletter, you know, you -- | mean,
you're a good salesman and M. Fields is a very
capable man. | just think those are the things that
cone to us. | also appreciate the fact that you have
been there a very short tine, and, you know, |
totally get all of that. 1|'ve had to shoe-horn kids
into buildings, and so | do appreciate the situation.
| just think that since these parents have been given
this right, whether they choose to -- they've
wi t hdrawn, a couple of them fromtoday, so
apparently y'all are --

MR. KURRUS: Four of them today.

M5. ZOOK: Yeah. You-all are working even
within a week, you know, with those kind of things.
But pl ease understand, | understand your position.
You' ve been there such a short tine and it's |like
people comng to me for counseling and it's such a

nmess that, you know, sone things can be fixed and
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some things can't. But you inherited a nmess and we
want to do everything we can to help you speed the
fixing of that along, because we all |ove and
appreciate all of our school districts and the
children within those districts; we just want to help
each of you as you nmake an effort to do -- but we
have to ask you these hard questions.

MR. KURRUS: Well, | appreciate that.

M5. ZOOK: And we have every confidence in you
and your school board.

MR KURRUS: Well, thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Okay. Moving right al ong

MR KURRUS: And | will say this, the ADE has
been not hing but great.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: W' ve got to nove fromthis
side. I'msorry. You know, because of our schedul e
and because there is opportunity for all of us, |
t hi nk we know to have a discussion wth you. And so
it's not that -- you know -- every point is
i mportant, but we've got to nove along. So, M.
Rei t h.

MS5. REITH | promise to be brief. And thank
you, Madane Chair, and al so thank you as well, M.

Kurrus, not just for your tine today, but for
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everything that you've been doing this sumer as
well. 1 do also want to thank M. Adanms for his role
and his | eadership and his report today as well. |
think after the vote in February many of us woul dn't
have maybe expected to see sone of our school board
menbers actively engaged; there could have been
scenarios where | would have assumed that they may
not. And then to see themstill this engaged wth

t he | eadership and what that's representing, and you
all working together, is probably sonething that
gives me the nost hope. And so | really thank you
for that. And it's toward that end that | do hope in
this conprehensive plant that you're working on,

pl ease know | in no way advocate arbitrary targets.
Obvi ously, the idea of you taking time with a
conprehensive plan is one that we can have somet hi ng
that's really meaningful and actually see school
turnaround and such. But | do know that at the end
of the day if you really want to fulfill the ful
potential of nmorale in the comunity, just some sort
of guidelines that there is some work toward
returning back to local control the district --
right? Again, I"'mnot setting a tineline; |'m not
even asking that you do. But as you think of your

targets and what you' re working toward, please also
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include that in there as well. | think that's what's
going to really cap off -- right? -- the idea that

we' ve done this work together, but that at sonme point
we know that this is just not this infinite -- right?
-- sort of target out there -- right? -- of state
control, that sone day that the Little Rock Schoo
District can be back to local control, something I
woul d appreciate hearing as the nonths go ahead and
as you are able to reflect nmore on this plan.

In terms of the discipline piece, since | amthe
one that brought it up and you did reference it as
well, if | could just nmaybe ask for tomorrow with
some of your principals -- right? -- if they mght be
able to touch on some of that, that piece as well,
specifically the junior high and high schools, for
the very reasons that were tal ked about in the
previous report here, just wanting to nmake sure that
as you're thinking of plans that that's part of it.
And for that reason -- | know you put the question to
us, "Should I show up tonmorrow, should | not?"
know | personally would like to have you here just to
hear the questions and sone of the thinking here, as
sort of the |eader. Cbviously, | love the idea of
hearing directly fromthe principals but | do think

at the sane tinme you, as sort of the |leader in this
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direction and again the one that's kind of putting
together this plan -- sone things m ght be reveal ed
tonorrow as we start thinking into sone of the
i ndi vi dual schools that might lend itself to that.

And then the final thing that | would just sort
of ask is: | know that for the same reason that ny
col | eagues brought up the teachers' contract, it is
sonmething that's going to be extrenely inportant for
this fall. | heard about the negotiations vis-a-vis
t he newspaper and naybe sone of my ot her coll eagues
were in that simlar boat. |If there is any way that
we coul d get sonme updates as that's going al ong, even
if it's just an email fromyou, from Deborah, or from
you, Comm ssioner, just to -- to just give us a sense
of how those conversations are going forward. |
guess | woul d appreci ate naybe not readi ng about it
in the paper, and hearing about it nmaybe directly
fromyou all, if that's possible, just because of how
i nportant, obviously, the roles of what teachers are
going to play noving ahead. But beyond that, thank
you so nmuch. And | hear your Spanish is going quite
well. So, thank you.

MR KURRUS: [ Speaks a phrase in Spanish]

M5. REITH [ Speaks a phrase in Spanish]

MR KURRUS: If you want nme to, | can give you
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-- you know the -- let ne just -- | want to neet your
requirenents; so if you don't mnd, tell me exactly
what you want ne to do. | nean, | can give you a
weekly update; | can wite it dowm and it'll be FO A
That's why nmy plan, ny global planis --

M5. REITH No, | don't think --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: | think it would be best to
cone through the Comm ssioner --

MS. REITH Yeah. Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: -- and he can, you know --

MS5. REITH And it doesn't have to be at the
| evel of weekly. It's just as we get to the next
phases, just having some sort of sense versus seeing
it in the paper and then having to react sonmetines to
teachers or other folks that m ght contact us. If we
can just have a heads-up of how t hose negotiations
are going.

MR KURRUS: Okay. Well --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Vel |, | wouldn't want to
put that onus on you, M. Kurrus.

MS. REITH Yeah. Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: | woul dn't want to put that
onus - -

M5. REITH  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  -- necessarily on you, from
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the Chair's standpoint. |If you can get information
as you -- and the Conmm ssioner can deemit rel evant
for our use or discussion, some may nmean nore or

| ess, but -- so that would be sonething that you and
t he Commi ssioner -- and |'msure you guys talk often.

MR KURRUS: |'Il be happy to do whatever y'al
need ne to do.

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ckay.

MS. REITH  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Savi ers.

MS. SAVIERS: Yeah. Real quickly, M. Kurrus, a
| ot of good vision and hope, and that is so
encouraging to nme, and | have no doubt that you wll
have a fabul ous first day of school and a really
successful year. Seriously, thank you so much. And
what can we do to hel p you get your -- create your
pl an, inplenment the plan? Wat can we do? Because |
think the plan is critically inportant.

MR KURRUS: Well, I think we need to figure out
if the Gvic Advisory Committee is going to go nacro
or mcro. | nean, if they want to tell us who to
hire I"Il listen; if they want to tell us, you know,
what to do in a school building -- we've got highly
pai d people that are working very hard on those

matters that are professional educators, including a
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ot of themfromthe ADE who have really been a big
hel p. Right now, that's where | would |ike for that
sort of thing to cone from but | really need help on

the big picture, you know, comunity-w de. That's

what -- and | hope they will turn to those things
very rapidly and then I wll -- if you don't mnd, |
think -- | hate to do it because it'll stir up stuff,

but | can literally dash off a big picture plan that

shows sone of the financial inplications of what |1've
been tal king about. And that's all 1'll say because

| know we've over tine, but --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: W have an aggressive
agenda and we may nake it through by mdnight. But
anyway, thank you for -- M. Black, do you have a
question?

MR BLACK: I'Il just pass.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: Ckay. M. WIIlianmson?

MR WLLIAVSON:  No.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Chanbers?

M5. CHAMBERS: No.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. KURRUS: Thank you very much for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: | don't know if | ought to
do this or not --

MS. ZOOK: Yeah. Yeah. Wll, | think when that
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reconmmendati on was nmade for that conmttee it maybe
has a m snoner about being called Advisory. It was
intended -- or ny vote was intended, the way Dr.
Barth made the notion, that it's a group that hel ps
you communi cate to the comunity, but it was not in
any way an adm nistrative group or a group that got
bet ween you and your board; it was not in any way
intended to be in the weeds. And so | think if you
need that clarification fromus we can clear that up
pretty quickly.

MR KURRUS: Well, the commttee has got great

80

| eadership. They're working really hard and | really

appreciate the commttee. And | don't want to sound

critical, so please understand that point. | think
they're comng along. | just think if y"all sort of
ask, I"'mgoing to give you -- it'll take ne a couple

of days to type it up but 1've got pen-scratching;

none of it's FOA-able; it's all in nmy head, to al
those who'll hit nme this afternoon. But I'll get
wth the Conm ssioner and we'll talk, and then | want

to show you the big picture vision. And then I hope
we have a good opening on Mnday; | have ny fingers
crossed. Y all are all welconme. And thank you so
much.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Thank you. GCkay. So now
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we have an action to -- can | get a notion rel ative
to M. Kurrus's report?

DR BARTH | nove to accept the report.

MS. REITH  Second.

MS. SAVIERS: Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Moved by Dr. Barth and
seconded by Ms. Reith to accept the report. There's
no discussion, | don't think. Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed? Geat. Then
t he notion passes.

W're going to take a 10-mnute break and we're
going to reassenbly at 12:10 by that cl ock

(BREAK: 12:00-12:12 P.M)

CHAI RPERSON: We're ready to get started; it's
time to reconvene.

A-4: CONSI DERATI ON OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN PCSSD AND JNPSD
CONCERNI NG THE DETACHVENT OF JNPSD AND PCSSD

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: We're now down to action
item A-4, Consideration of Agreenent Between PCSSD
and JNPSD Concerni ng the Detachnent of the district
-- one district, Jacksonville, from Pul aski County.
And we're going to start by recognizing the
presenters, who will be Dr. Jerry Guess and Tony

Wod. But we're going to ask the Conm ssioner to
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gi ve us sone background and give us some context for
t hi s di scussion.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Thank you, Madam Chair. Just
to introduce this item you know, the two parties
have been working for several nonths now at the
direction -- the order -- the detachnent order that
was issued by this board gave themdirection on the
items that needed to -- where they needed to reach an
agreenent. And | think this agreenent that -- |
think we met two weeks ago about this and, well, they
called me and said they had a -- what they thought
was very close to a final agreenent. And in that
neeting we were able to cone to a conclusion on a
couple of mnor itens and at that point they said,
"Yes, we can agree with this." And it's a solid
agreenent; it's an agreenent that both districts, |
bel i eve, can nmove forward during the renai nder of
this transition time, and it's brought sone clarity
to areas that needed clarity, | think the split of
the assets that they have determned to be
appropriate. And both districts noving forward w | |
be able to operate efficiently, not w thout sone
difficulty. As you can imagine, this is like the
separation of Sianmese twns and it has been

difficult. But | want to express ny appreciation to
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M. Wod, and before him M. Lester, and to Dr.
Guess, and to their respective teans, because they
have really done a |ot of hard work on this. And |I'm
happy. A couple of nonths ago maybe, | think |I had
to report that we thought we were close and | had to
tell you that we had to pull it fromthe agenda.

VWl l, today, |I'mhappy to tell you not only are we

cl ose but we are conplete and |I' m happy to present
this. | have approved this, as you see on the form
or on the docunent. Well, ny approval was in form
only and this board will then be asked to approve it,
and then | believe it will go on to the court for
review. But I'll let them address any of those
guestions that you all may have. But, Madam Chair,
' m happy to present this and happy to present these
two gentlenmen to talk about it.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Thank you. Who
wants to start? Dr. Quess.

DR GUESS: Well, | noticed M. Wod stepped
back. You know, it's not always that you step
forward; sonetinmes it's if the other guy steps back.
| don't know what to say, other than what M. Key
said, truthfully. | think he's captured all the hard
work and the tinme that we've put into this, and |

think it gives the framework for the detachnment of

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

84

Jacksonville that will be critical to the successful
det achnent of Jacksonville and the PCSSD fol | ow ng

t hat detachnent. So we're here to support this and
seek your endorsenent.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: M. Wod.

MR WOOD: | don't have anything to add.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: |'m not surprised. You
know, | think, for the benefit of the new board
menbers, this has been how many years in the maki ng?
How many years is this fromstart to end?

MS. ZOOK: | think Jacksonville has been trying
for 30, but I think this newthing is like three.

Ri ght ?

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: So from - -

DR GUESS: | think that's right.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Yeah. So --

DR. GUESS: Yes, ma'am

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Yeah. So that -- so just
know the | ack of comment is no indication of the hard
work that's been in the process. So we'll start on
this end. M. Chanbers, do you have any questions?

M5. CHAMBERS: No, | don't.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: Ckay. M. WIIlianmson?

MR, WLLI AMBON:  Just as a forner banker, |

woul d hate to have this anportization schedule to deal
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with, but -- it just drove nme a little crazy. But if
you guys agreed to it, it was fine wth ne.

t hought it may be easier just to budget a standard
paynent instead of a declining one, but whatever you

guys are happy with is fine with mne.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: M. Bl ack?

MR. BLACK: No questions at this tine.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Ms. Saviers?
M5. SAVI ERS:  No.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Reith?

M5. REITH Just a word of congratul ations.
DR QUESS: Thank you.

MR. WOOD: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Zook?

MS. ZOOK: And | second that.

DR. BARTH  Yeah, the same. And | don't want to

hold this issue up but, Dr. Cuess, did you hear ny
comments earlier this norning about y'all's next --

when is Pul aski County's next fiscal distress report?

DR GUESS: |'mnot sure, Dr. Barth, when the

report is. | did not find that out.

DR BARTH Ckay. And just -- | nean, | think
as we look forward to that, | think it is tinme for

this board to maybe have a different kind of report

the next time around with a particular eye to the
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clock, the five-year deadline, where we are, how
we're going to get there, if we're going to get
there, and then what the inplications of that would
be for the federal courts. And then how the, you
know, the bonds, the mlls, the decision on mlls,
and the other schools out there, how that may have
some inplications for the unitary status
determnation nmoving forward. So | think we need a
little bit nore time, a little bit nore conprehensive
report than we have traditionally gotten on fisca
di stress because of how close we're getting to the
end of the five-year period there.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Ckay.

M5. DEAN.  No questi ons.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: No questions. Ckay.

MS. ZOOK: | nove that we accept the report.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. It's been noved by
Ms. Zook that we accept the report --

MR, WLLI AMSON:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: - - and recommendat i on.
Second by M. WIliamson. Any further discussion?
Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed? Thank you,

Gent | enen.
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W'l go back nowto itemC3, if Ms. Freno is
in the room
(OFF THE RECORD)
(BACK ON THE RECORD)
CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: W need a break. | need a

break. We'll be back at 1:10.
(LUNCH BREAK: 12:28-1:15 P. M)

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  If we could bring the
roomto order please, I'mafraid our Chair had to
step out for personal issues for a few brief nonents.
So we are going to go ahead and proceed with the
agenda, just acknow edging the length of the agenda.

DERMOTT SCHOOL DI STRI CT - YEAR TWO PROBATI ONARY STATUS

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH: W are now at action
item6, if I -- no, sorry; apologies. Action itemb5.

M5. ZOOK: It was pulled.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  No, that one was 5, so
it is 6. Thank you. So action item6, the Dernott
School District - Year Two Probationary Status. |If
t he presenter, Brandon Morrison, could cone forth.
Yes, M. Morrison -- or M. Harvey.

MR. HARVEY: Madam Chair, Menbers of the Board,
Commi ssi oner Key, we do have Dernott here today with
the year-two. W also have M. Mrrison here as a

standards specialist and Dr. Wl de as a school
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i nprovenent specialist. W did do a visit to kind of
pul | together with school inprovenent for the
academ c distress side, as well as the year-two. W
have submtted to you the docunments related to the
probationary issues fromboth years. Based upon the
eval uation that the teamdid at Dernott, they have a
schedul e they have put in place with fidelity, after
Cctober 1, that will rectify the situation for the
probation fromthis year. So it is something that
they've worked diligently to correct. W do have
them here for questions, if you would like. But we
al so have recommendati ons fromthe teamand a

col | aborative group here at the ADE that we woul d
like to see possibly put forward as action for the
Dermott School District.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Well, | do think we'll
want to hear your recommendations. | know in other
cases we've given the opportunity to the district to
speak as well. Wich would you -- do you have a
preference of which would happen first?

MR, HARVEY: | would recommend that we do the
recommendations first. That way, the school district
coul d speak to those reconmendati ons.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Sounds wonder f ul .

Pl ease proceed.
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MR. HARVEY: Basically what we're wanting to
nove forward with is a cross-col |l aboration between
standards and school inprovenent. Because as we've
seen, districts that have an i ssue with standards or
wi th school inprovenent, there's a cross-correlation
between the two. So we're working to cross-train our
staffs so that we can support each other nore
effectively as we nove forward. So as if we're
| ooki ng at a teaching issue, then we can see what is
the inpact on that related to school inprovenent so
we can address both of those at the same tinme, so
with that as the spirit that we're | ooking for.
Because they're in academ c distress you wll be
getting regular reports fromthe school i nprovenent
unit. What we're asking is that we ook at a
quarterly report to the Board during the regul ar
board neeting that is a conbinati on between schoo
i nprovenent and standards. So on a quarterly basis
Dr. Wlde or his appointed school inprovenent
specialist will go dowmn to Dernmott with M. Morrison,
t he standards specialist for Dernott, and eval uate
where they're at and provide you with a report back.
So as those reports noving forward, we'd be | ooking
at one after Cctober 1, which would enable us to say

did they inplement the schedule with fidelity and
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have they rectified those issues. Then, we would be
goi ng back after January, so we'd be | ooking at
second senester, to insure that we're still on
target. Then, we woul d be going back in May so that
we could do an evaluation for the year but also see
what are the projected plans for the upcom ng school
year so that we have all this congruent together. So
we woul d be presenting those reports to you from both
units as one presentation. W would also ask that
Dernmott School District be required to cone before
you as an action itemto present a report to the
Board and be able to answer questions. This is
simlar to what we've done with other districts.
This will enable the Departnent to denonstrate how
effectively we can work together to actually support
a school district and also give us a sanpling to see
if this is sonething that we can scale up to a |arger
i ssue, which would enable us to work with Academ c
Distress, potentially Standards, Fiscal Distress, and
all of those in a collaborative issue to better serve
t he students.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Yes, Ms. Zook, you're
recogni zed.

M5, ZOOK: | know a lot of the accreditation

i ssues were staff related and they were cited |like
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sonmeone teaching out of area. |If a district gets
approval from Ms. Pfeffer's departnment to have an
assi gned sub or soneone in a position that's
different fromthe area in which they're certified,
do they still get cited or they don't get cited
because they have gone through the correct process to
get an okay for that?

MR, HARVEY: Part of that deals with the ALE
process, which is that, allowng to teach out of
area. And the first year you teach out of area you
automatically receive a cite for that, and that's
just to say -- or, excuse ne -- your denoted on the
accreditation report that there will be a cite if it
continues in year-two. So that's how we're tracking
those. And a cite is sonething to say, "Hey" -- it's
kind of like a warning sign, "Here's sonething, if
not corrected, could lead to a potential probationary
i ssue, which is nmuch nore severe."

M5. ZOOK: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Any ot her questions for
M. Harvey? Then, M. Harvey, | think we'll give the
Dernmott School District an opportunity to respond.
Wio's here to speak on behalf of the Dernott School
District?

MR. HARVEY: W have the superintendent.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Wonder f ul .

SUPT. RIDGELL: Good afternoon. | amKristi
Ri dgel |, superintendent of Dernott School District,
and | have brought ny high school principal, Mke
Duncan, and ny curricul um coordinator, M. Arniece
Gardner. And |I'm here responding to an unfortunate
occurrence when the Dernott Hi gh School was found in
probation violation in the 2013-14 and 2014-15 school
year. The district had a career orientation teacher
who was teaching out of licensure field the first
year. The second year the district was in violation
because it failed to teach the required 38 units due
to failure to teach a required math course and a
soci al studies course. During the first year of
these violations | was serving the district as
el ementary principal. Even though | served the
district in dual capacity, as elementary principa
and superintendent, during the second year, when
assuned the interimsuperintendent position in
Novenber 2014 | was nmade aware of violations and
began to take i mediate action. Al the
certification issues have been corrected in the
district; all course offering requirenments are in
conpliance with the Arkansas Departnent of Education

requi renents. W have col | aborated with ADE
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standards unit and the school inprovenent unit.
Additionally, we have conducted a self-audit to
insure that we are offering the required 38 units.
W will continue to nmonitor our certification course
of ferings and other conpliance issues to insure that
we are providing the best education that our Kkids
deserve. | thank you for affording nme the
opportunity to address you at this tine. | assure
you that if afforded the opportunity I will do al
within ny power to insure that | do not have to face
you again to explain or defend accreditation issues
for the Dernott School District. Thank you.

M5. ZOOK: And | think we need to point out that
you have -- this will be your first full year as
superi nt endent.

SUPT. RIDGELL: Yes, ma'am

MS. ZOOK: And everything has been on the upside
since you got there, so we do appreciate you.

SUPT. RIDGELL: Thank you so nuch.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Savi ers.

MS. SAVIERS: And |'m sorry, Superintendent;
what is your name?

SUPT. RIDGELL: Kristi Ridgell.

M5. SAVIERS. Thank you. Do you have a

curricul unf
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SUPT. RIDGELL: Yes, | do.

MS. SAVIERS: So there is an established
curriculumin the Dernott School District?

SUPT. RIDGELL: Yes, ma'am

MS. SAVI ERS: Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any ot her questions?

COW SSI ONER KEY: Madam Chair, if | may -- |
just want to let the board nmenbers know that Dr.
Gotcher and I, in one of our trips to the southeast
co-op, nmet and visited with Ms. Ridgell. And we are

very confident that she is the right person to make
the corrections and nake the inprovenents that need
to be nmade there. W have just great confidence in
her ability. As fornmer Conm ssioner Wod used to
say, we needed to have an eyebal |l -to-eyebal
conversation, and we're very pleased with what we see
comng fromthere. And also | had specifically
call ed Karen Eoff at the co-op, and | said, "Karen,
can we count on you to help Ms. Ridgell as well, as
she goes through the process?" And they said,
"Absolutely." So we have a great partnership. W
| ook forward to the inprovenments that they're going
to nmake in Dernott.

SUPT. RIDGELL: Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Are there any questions,
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any other further questions?

DR. BARTH. | really like the approach of the
two units working together; | think it's a really
prom sing strategy. And | would nove to accept the
recommendati on of the Departnment on our treatnent of
Dernott in the year ahead.

MS. SAVIERS: Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  You heard the notion by Dr.
Barth and the second by Ms. Saviers. |s there any
ot her di scussion, any further discussion? Al in
favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed? Thank you,
Ms. Ridgell. W have confidence that you wll give
your heart to the district and thank you for your
conmmi t ment .

SUPT. RIDGELL: Thank you.

A-7: CONSI DERATI ON OF APPEAL FROM DENI AL OF SCHOOL CHO CE
APPLI CATI ON - COPPEDGE

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: COkay. A-7 is Consideration
of Appeal from Denial of School Choice Application -
Coppedge fam ly.

MS. DAVIS: Good afternoon. Jennifer Davis,
staff attorney for the Departnent. The Coppedge

famly filed a school choice appeal after they were
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denied fromthe Arnorel School District. They do

reside in the Blytheville School District and they
are represented today. But we do have a few school
choi ce appeals -- but before | get started, | just
want to go ahead and cover the procedures again in
case you forgot themfroml ast week.

Li ke | say, the appeals are with the nonresident
district. So the nonresident district will get 5
mnutes to kind of state their case, open it up,
followed by 5 mnutes fromthe parent. After that,
the nonresident district will have 20 m nutes to kind
of present nore to you, followed by the parents as
well. At any point in time you can ask questions and
al so we have requested that the resident districts
come as well for you to ask questions to them

Like | say, this first famly is represented by
counsel. But everybody who's going to testify,
out si de of counsel, does need to be sworn in.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Woul d the people that are
intending to testify please stand, including school
personnel ? Raise your right hand. Do you solemly
swear or affirmthat the testinony you' re about to
give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)
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CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Thank you. I'mgoing to
call a representative now fromthe Blytheville
district, the nonresident district.

MS. DAVIS: No, Arnorel.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Arnorel.  |'msorry;

Arnmorel district. They're the nonresident district.

SUPT. BENNETT: Good afternoon. |'mSally
Bennett, the superintendent of the Arnorel School
District. | in fact did deny the application based
on the assertion fromthe Blytheville School District
that they had an active desegregation order, and as
is listed in the Departnent of Education website. W
do have the capacity to accept students and we'd be
happy to do so.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Bl ytheville district, is
t here soneone to represent who wants to nmake an
opening statement? And | understand the procedure is
5 mnutes for opening, 20 mnutes for rebuttal ?

M5. DAVIS: Right. And what | woul d suggest is
go ahead and let the district and then the parent
open up, and then at that point in tinme we can --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  But the district -- but the
Blytheville district and then the parent?

MS. DAVIS: No. The nonresident district,

Arnmorel, who just went --
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CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay.

M5. DAVIS: -- and then allow the parent.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay.

M5. DAVIS: And then during the 20-m nute
presentation of the Arnorel School District is when
woul d call any representatives fromthe resident
district up to support their case about why they
i ssued the denial.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. This is the Coppedge
famly represented by --

MR, ASKEW Jess Askew.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  -- M. Askew.

MR. ASKEW May it please the Board, | represent
t he Coppedge famly here. | amlooking to see
whet her anyone fromthe Blytheville School District
will attend, and as far as | can tell no one is here.
| do have a docunment that | want to hand around and
di scuss.

(WHEREUPON, Exhibit One (1) to Agenda Item A7
was marked for identification and entered into
evi dence.)

MR ASKEW And this is our five-mnute piece.
| want to commi serate a little bit with you and |
want to tell you sone good news and then | want to

ask you to do your duty under the School Choice Act
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of 2015. The comm seration is frustration; | fee

it, you feel it, parents feel it, we all feel it. W
are very frustrated with a lot of these school choice
issues, and | submt we are frustrated with the role
of this board in school choice issues. | want to
speak directly to the 2015 Attorney Ceneral opinion,
which |'ve read backward and forward; | know you al
have read, counsel has read, and across the state.

|t says not hing about the State Board of Educati on.
It's directed to the Arkansas Departnent of

Education. It says nothing about the appeal which is
the reason why we are here today. It speaks instead
to what the Arkansas Departnent of Education does
when it gets a letter like the one fromApril 22nd
that the Blytheville School District sent in, saying,
"We are under a federal court order that is contrary
to school choice.” The AG opinion said -- the
guestion presented to the AG was when the Arkansas
Department of Education gets one of these letters can
it do anything to |l ook at the bona fide use or the
justification presented. Then the answer was, "The
statute says nothing." And, you know, |'m not going
to debate that question because it doesn't apply to
you and it doesn't apply to this appeal. The Genera

Assenbly has given you, as the State Board of
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Education, an entity separate fromthe Departnent of
Education, the authority and the responsibility to
hear this appeal. There are a nunber of issues that
people will bring up in an effort to nullify school
choice, and I know this as well as anybody and have
been dealing with school choice since the Teague case
in Malvern School District in 2011. | represent M.
Coppedge, Ms. Coppedge, and others in Blytheville in
an existing federal |awsuit against the Blytheville
School District having to do with the 2013 School
Choice Act. That decision should be decided any day
now fromthe appellate court in St. Louis.

The good news is what you don't have to do today
in this appeal. You do not have to | ook at a federa
court order. You do not have to determ ne whether
Blytheville is or is not in conpliance with a federa
court order. You do not have to determ ne whether or
not Blytheville is subject to a federal court order.
That's the specific question that on appeal in the
federal court case where | represent these people.
You don't have to determ ne whether the Blytheville
School District is in unitary status, even though it
admts that it is. You don't have to determ ne
whet her the Blytheville School District is conpletely

desegregated, even though it admts that it is. You
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don't have to |l ook at a plan or an order fromthe
federal court to determ ne whether school choice
conflicts with anything in that plan or order because
Bl ytheville doesn't even contend that there is any
such order or plan. Wen you look at Blytheville's
letter fromApril 22nd of this year, it says it has
desegregation obligations, not that it is subject to
a plan or an order that is conflicting with schoo
choi ce. Desegregation obligations is sonething that
is discussed in what | just sent around to you, so
t he good news is your decision is really narrow. And
even better, | have sworn testinony fromthe
superintendent of the Blytheville School District
fromthis federal court case in 2013 where | asked
hi m specifically about ongoing federal court
desegregati on obligations that he planned, and that's
what | sent around to you. So you don't even have to
determ ne whether there are any ongoi ng desegregation
obl i gati ons because he said that there were none,
under oath

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  There's a limt of 5
mnutes for introductory remarks. |If you have a
couple of nore mnutes -- you can have a couple nore
m nutes, because | didn't advise you of that, and

after that an opportunity for rebuttal of 20 m nutes,
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so --

MR. ASKEW Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay.

MR ASKEW 1'Il| take a few nmore mnutes. And,
of course, | would expect this would cone out of ny
20 mnutes. So I'll finish up here quickly.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: Wel |, we have to break it
up.

MR. ASKEW Yes.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So if you can just take a
mnute to wap up --

MR. ASKEW Yes.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: -- and then we'l|l have the

Blytheville district to cone.

MR. ASKEW All right. Wat | have is Exhibit
A, which |I've sent around. It's a few pages from
trial testinmony, under oath, of the Blytheville
school superintendent, Richard Atwll, fromthe
summer of 2013. And | started in the mddle of it
and you'll see about hal fway down on page 67, |
started asking himwhat case are you relying on to
say that you are exenpt from 2013 school choice, a
different issue than we have here. And he says Brown
versus Board of Education, and Franklin. Now today,

on April 22nd, the letter fromBlytheville al so
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references a case called Harvill, like Paul Harvill,
who some of us know, that was a voting rights case

t hat had no desegregation obligation at all, and we
go through that here. Then I asked hi mabout the

Bl yt hevill e/ Franklin case that he was relying on and
what the existing federal desegregation obligations
were -- and I'll conme back to that. 1'll stand down
now. But this -- |'ve got the evidence here; all you
have to do is hear this appeal and ook at it with
open eyes.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Thank you, M. Askew. W
now invite to the podi um sonmeone fromthe Blytheville
district. |Is there anyone here fromBlytheville?

MS. DAVIS: | don't believe so.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Then, M. Askew, you
can come back for the 20 mnutes, and/or famly, but
the 20 minutes is inclusive of any rebuttal or any
statenents the famly wants to nake.

MR. ASKEW Thank you very nuch, Chairman
Newton. |'ve set this up. W don't need to get into
federal court orders, and you don't need to determ ne
whet her there are unnet federal desegregation
obligations. |'ve got that under oath, and I'd I|ike
to go through that fairly carefully with reference to

this Exhibit A The first two pages are the cover
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that we have with the federal court transcript. The
third page is page 67 fromthe transcript. At the
top of the page you'll see I'm asking the questions
of Richard Atwill, who is still the superintendant.

| ' m aski ng hi mwhet her he seriously contends that the
Bl ytheville School District is under a federal court
desegregation order today; "In ny opinion, yes."
“And you seriously hold to that opinion?" And then
ask himthe nanes of the cases, and at the bottom he
said Brown and Franklin. And then | ask the
question, on line 21, "Who is the judge who is
supervising the desegregation efforts that you
contend are going on in the Blytheville School
District?" "Eisele, to ny knowedge. | think that's
how you pronounce his nane." Top of the next page,
"And what's your basis for saying that?" "It's his
signature on the docunentation.” "From 1978?"
Answer, "And before."” Question, "But not since?"
Answer, "Not that |I'maware of." Question, "And who
represents Blytheville School District in that case,
M. Atwi 1 ?" Answer, "I don't recall." Now,
remenber, this is a school district that wote you a
letter on April 22nd saying it has unnet federal
desegregation obligations, and that's exactly what

| * m aski ng about, and he doesn't know who his | awyer
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is. And then | say, question, "Well, the pleadings

t hat you' ve attached to one of your briefs that was
filed June 19, 2013 has the nane of a lawer. Do you
see that on the screen?” W were |ooking at a
docunent on a screen at the tinme. "l do, yes." "And

it says the nane M. Janes W Steinsiek?" Answer, "I

suppose it does. Yes." Question, "Do you know him"
his owmn |awer. Answer, "I don't know if he's dead
or alive, no, sir." Question, "So you don't know

whet her M. Steinsiek is dead or alive?" Answer,
"That's correct. | don't." Then, let's skip over

because the lawer and | fussed a little bit-- Bobby

Col eman, |awyer for Blytheville, and | fussed -- and
let's go to page 69, line 18. Question from ne,
"Now, M. Atwill, when was the last time Blytheville

School District reported to the federal desegregation
authority concerning this case that you contend
exists?" Answer, "l do not know. " Question, "Has it
been since you have been superintendent, since 2009?"
Answer, "No." And here's the bingo: question, "Wat
remedies are left to inplenment in that desegregation
case, to your know edge, as superintendent of the

Bl ytheville School District?" Answer, "I don't
know." Question, "As superintendent of the

Bl ytheville School District, what current effects of
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past racial segregation are there that remain to be
remedi ed?" Answer, "In ny professional opinion,
don't know." He didn't know what the violations
were, and that's the end of that excerpt. That's
sworn testinmony and | got to ask those questions.
You know, in this appeal | wouldn't have the
opportunity to ask those questions of an opposing
party under oath, but | was able to in 2013. This
goes directly to the question of whether there are
desegregati on obligations of Blytheville School
District under any order. And the answer to that
guestion is no, there are no desegregation
obligations. Because the superintendent, since 2009,
didn't know what they were, didn't know who the

| awyer was, hadn't reported, didn't even know what
the violations were. So you have an appeal before
you.

Those who want to nullify public school choice
in this state because they disagree with a policy
statenment and policy judgnent nmade by the Arkansas
General Assenbly have cone up with all sorts of
reasons why you can't -- why you cannot use your
eyes, your ears, your judgment, and render an appeal
on this question. The only thing you have to

determne is whether Blytheville School District has
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unnet federal desegregation obligations -- and |I'm
not quoting but I"'mfairly close to quoting what the
April 22nd letter says, and |'ve just denonstrated
under oath that there are none. You don't have to
deci de that there are none, because that's already in
t he evidence; all you have to do is say, "Enough."

Bl ytheville School District is operating a charade.

It is trying to avoid the |aw of Arkansas that these
fine citizens have the right to choose to go to

anot her public school district outside of

Blytheville. Blytheville School District has school s
that are in academ c distress and have failed -- and
yet, it plays ganes, hoping that you will not do your
duty and hopi ng that you cannot exercise judgnment on
whet her what it has said in this April 22nd letter is
true. Now you just heard from Ms. Bennett, the
superintendent of Arnorel; that's the nonresident
district to which the Coppedge child wants to
transfer. She said in her letter to this board, "W
deni ed the application sinply because of what
Blytheville said.” She also said, "W have room and
we woul d wel cone that child." So nowit is to you
the State Board, to make what | think is the easiest,
nost conmonsense determ nation possible, which is: is

Bl ythevill e School District under any obligation that
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woul d conflict with public school choice? They're
not even here today to talk about this. They know
|'mhere. |'ve been litigating with M. Col eman and

M. Bequette since 2013; they're the |awers. M.
Bequette is the one who wote the letter. They're
not here to even play out the charade. They are
banki ng that you will not do your duty. Now, if you
have any questions about what your duty is or why the
lawis as it is I'lIl be glad to give you any answer,
you know, to the best of ny ability. And I think
this question is very cut-and-dried. The Ceneral
Assenbly gave you, not the Departnment of Education
but you the State Board, the power and the
responsibility that comes with that power to decide
this appeal. It is tine to take the blinders off and
it istime to do your duty, which is what M. and
Ms. Coppedge requests.

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Thank you.

MR. ASKEW Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Any questions fromthe
board nenbers?

MR, WLLIAVBON: |'ve got one. So this is
testinmony that you -- that a judge has not ruled on.
Am | correct?

MR. ASKEW Judge Kris Baker ruled on this and
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she ruled that Blytheville School District had never
received a unitary status determ nation, not that

Bl ytheville School District has unmet desegregation
obligations. So she has ruled that there was never a
unitary status determ nation. And that's a good
poi nt because there's another part of this charade
that | neglected to talk about. |In the attachnents
to M. Bequette's letter of April 22nd, he attaches
HEWin federal court pleadings up through 1971.

Vel |, guess what; as this testinony shows, that case
went on until 1978. And then, what happened? In
1973, Judge Eisele shut it down. There's an order
that | submtted -- Blytheville didn't -- that said
“there's nothing left inthis case and we wll retain
jurisdiction in case you all have any problens that
you want to bring to ne." Five years later, in 1978,
he entered another order, which |I've also given to
you, saying, "You all haven't conme to ne. This case
is over and done; it's dismssed." So we have a
technical issue on the appeal, and that technical

i ssue is whether the case was di sm ssed conpletely or
whet her sone issue of whether Blytheville, the
subject to that case, will linger because Judge

Ei sel e never entered a unitary status order, even

t hough Blytheville admts to it's in unitary status.
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There just never was a technical order saying that,
which | agree. But that's the issue that's before
the federal court. You don't have to worry with
that. W're going to get a decision | think any day
fromthe federal court on that issue. |t does not
concern you and you don't have to get into that one
bit. Blytheville says, "W can't do school choice
because of unnmet desegregation obligations,” which is
exactly what we went through.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Davis, could you speak
to that question fromM. WIIianmson, please?

MS. DAVIS: Well, as we kind of discussed |ast
week during the school choice appeals, you know, |
don't believe that under the AGs opinion that we
have been advi sed that we have the ability to
determ ne the sufficiency of the proof. | think that
was one of the issues in several of the appeals |ast
week. So, you know, again, the Board -- and you're
wel cone to do what you choose to do, but our advice
isthat if -- it gets into interpreting and whet her
or not the evidence is sufficient. And, you know,
because this case has already -- | nean, we had
advi sed parents before that some of their options are
to get aruling froma court of conpetent

jurisdiction, and this case is currently in a court
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of conpetent jurisdiction. And it mght be advisable
to allow that court to make that ruling, because the
Board is somewhat Iimted in what they can do based
on the AGs opinion. And as we discussed | ast week,
the AGs opinion, while it's not binding on this
board, it is persuasive. So | would just caution you
about forging your own | egal path.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Does that answer your
question, M. WIIianmson?

MR, WLLIAVBON: | have a followup question, if
you don't m nd.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Ckay.

MR, WLLI AMSON: Does this board have --

MR ASKEW And | would like to respond to that
poi nt because the | awyers have a di sagreenent about
t he AG opi ni on.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Wl |, let himask and you
can have a chance to respond.

MR WLLIAVSON: |'mjust asking our counsel if
this board has the ability to overrule a federal
court?

M5. DAVIS: No.

MR WLLIAVBON. Thank you.

M5. DAVIS: And just as a side note, if -- you

know -- another option would be if you want to not
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grant or deny at this point this appeal pending the
court order, you are welconme to of course table this
issue. | amnot certain that tabling it at this
poi nt to another nonth, depending upon the court,
woul d make a difference, or if it would be needed at
that point to --

MR. WLLIAVSON: But regardless, if we approved
or denied and the court case cones through that's
going to rule?

MS. DAVIS: Well, right.

MR WLLI AVBON. Ckay.

M5. DAVIS: And, you know, if you -- either way;
if you denied it even and the court case came down
that Blytheville was unitary and so therefore they
did not have a genuine conflict at that point, the
only difference | think at that point woul d be that
the fam |y woul d not have the ability to choice-in
because the deadline has already passed. And so that
woul d be the only caveat is that if it is tabled and
there is a decision then this board could still rule
on the current choice application that would all ow
them But if you denied it now, they wouldn't have
the ability until next year to reapply.

MR. WLLIAVSON: Right. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Saviers has a question.
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Oh, I"'msorry; you have rebuttal. Go ahead.

MR. ASKEW Thank you. And | appreciate it. |
know this is alittle bit out of order, M.
W Ilianson, but I'mreading now fromthe AG opinion.
It goes to the scope and nature of the obligations
pl aced on the Arkansas Departnent of Education. And
the question is specifically does the ADE have any
obligation or authority to review the information
submtted by a school district. The State Board of
Education is an entity created separately fromthe
Arkansas Department of Education. Conm ssioner Key
is the head of the Arkansas Departnent of Educati on.
You, Ladies and Gentlenmen, are the State Board of
Education. This is not directed to the State Board.
And the gist of this opinion is that the CGenera
Assenbly didn't tell the ADE what it could do to
review the material that's submtted. Fine; | don't
debate that. But it did -- the General Assenbly did
tell you, Ladies and Gentlenen, that as the State
Board of Education you have the authority and, |
submit, the responsibility to hear this appeal. And
there are no limtations on how you deci de t hat
appeal and | would submt to you that comobnsense and
good judgnent guide your deliberation.

MR WLLI AMSON:  Agree.
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CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Thank you. | think Ms.
Savi ers has a question.
MS. SAVIERS. Yeah. And this is, | guess, for
Ms. Davis and maybe M. Key as well. As we consider

all of these cases, it occurs to ne over and over
again what is the incentive for any district in this
situation to pursue unitary status if in fact -- |
nmean, over time we' ve seen districts actively pursue
unitary status. Pulaski County, | think, has done a
really great job. However, there are districts, as
evi denced here by the docunent that M. Askew gave
us, where the superintendent has no idea what steps

we woul d have to take to pursue unitary status.

COW SSIONER KEY: | think a big difference
bet ween the central Arkansas case -- Pulaski, Little
Rock ongoing case -- and those other cases is a

dol l ars issue. Because there are significant dollars
attached fromthe state coffers. So there was
pressure that had been applied at the tine fromthe
General Assenbly, fromthe executive branch to get a
resolution, and the other districts don't have that
incentive. Now what we do have now, which we

di scussed briefly |last week, is that as part of
standards nonitoring that we are wanting to step up

our efforts to nonitor that conponent of "are you
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seeking unitary status and try to resol ve your
desegregation issues.” But that still does not --
that may be an incentive to stay -- for a district to
stay out fromin front of you-all, as having to

answer why you have or haven't. But really | think
that's -- Jennifer, you can add to that if you want
to; | think that's the only thing that we have in the
Departnent to kind of accelerate that process.

M5. DAVIS: Right. And, unfortunately, as
you' ve seen | ast week and even today so far that a
ot of these orders are like really -- | nean,
they're quite a nunber of years old. So | can't
necessarily speak to what happened during the |last 40
years, but | think that a |ot of the districts, at
some point or another they fell off the radar and a
| ot of the superintendents over the | ast few years
since school choice and the desegregation has cone
up, they have started to becone on the radar, and
that's nowwth -- Standards is trying to help them
nonitor that and get them-- you know -- get themto
unitary status. Because, you know, as discussed | ast
week with one of them being a 1959 order, it's -- you
know -- it's a big difference in howit affects in
2015. So, unfortunately, it doesn't necessarily help

the parents now, but because it is brought back up in
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front of you guys | think Standards is working and
will be working to get those districts noving
f orward

MS. SAVIERS: This is really unfair and not
transparent in any way for famlies. You know, if
there were a list of things that we knew that the
district had to do to achieve unitary status --
because ultimately that's what we want --

M5. DAVIS: Sure.

MS. SAVIERS: -- for every district -- and we
knew t hat they were working towards those. But to
have no understanding at all and then it falls on the
backs of parents to resolve an issue with their
children is just really difficult.

M5. DAVIS: Sure.

MS. ZOOK: But isn't it accurate that the
Blytheville district, the case that they submtted is
in fact themdenonstrating it has been resol ved?

They didn't quote the ongoing case, which hasn't been
ruled on. So we have to think in ternms of this child
right now, with the case that is closed, but since
19787

MS5. DAVIS: Right. And, |I nean, if the case has
been cl osed, you know, w thout, you know, | ooking

intoit nore, | can't necessarily say that the docket
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has been closed or if there was sone kind of
declaration of unitary status that just wasn't
officially menorialized in an order because tinme has
gone by and the judge decided to close it. |
couldn't accurately say. But --

MS. ZOOK: But, in fact, we don't swear in
attorneys, so we have to assunme M. Askewis telling
the truth. R ght?

MS. DAVIS: Sure. And, you know, like | say, |
nmean, the testinony that you had there that he
presented, | nean, that is sworn. But | think the
superintendent has also said that he is unaware, but
-- | mean, that wouldn't be our interpretation of
whet her "unaware" meant no.

MS. ZOOK: And he's quoted in his newspaper that
he didn't ask to be excluded but he thought he had to
be excluded. So his testinobny under oath and the
article in his own newspaper, which he didn't refute,
|*' massum ng that, you know, he realizes he probably
does not have a case.

MS. DAVIS: (Nodding head up and down.)

MS. ZOOK: Madam Chai rman, | nove that we --

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: No, no, no.

M5. ZOOK: Not yet?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Conmi ssi oner Key.
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M5. ZOOK: (kay.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Davis, let nme ask you
this because there's been a | ot of discussion this
week and | ast week about this board and its role of
whet her they can or cannot interpret court orders.
Let me ask you a different question about whether
it's this board or any other state board that has --
that it's enpowered to hear appeals, admnistrative
appeals. Is this -- this isn't an admnistrative
appeal. 1s that correct?

MS. DAVIS: Well, yeah. | nean, this decision
-- your decision today could be further, you know,
appealed in an A P.A style appeal. But in that
appeal | think that the judge is only going to | ook
at whether or not your decision was arbitrary and
capricious. They won't necessarily -- well, hang on.
| wouldn't -- they could, but I wouldn't go as far as
to say that they would nmake a determ nation on the
desegregati on order.

COW SSI ONER KEY: So as a board that hears an
adm ni strative appeal, then in fact it becones a
finder of fact versus an interpretive -- an
interpretive -- interpret -- whatever -- interpretive
body?

M5. DAVIS: | nean, it does. But again keep in
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mnd that the AGs opinion, that it says that we're
not -- that we don't have the authority to interpret.
Agai n, you guys can do what you want but | advise you
-- and, you know, we have been advised fromthe AG
that it's not necessarily our role or authority that
says that you're not necessarily required to do so as
well. But, you know, it would be your responsibility
under the hearing procedures to review the
docunentation and ultimately nake that deci sion.

MS. ZOOK: And the Attorney General's opinion
was to ADE, not the State Board. |s that correct?

M5. DAVIS: | nean, yeah, it was witten to the
ADE. But | would --

M5. ZOOK: And we're choosing to ask you
questions in ADE but you -- we in fact are
i ndependent from ADE?

MS5. DAVIS: | wouldn't say that. No. Wile you
are a separate board in and of yourself, |'mnot sure
-- | would be interpreting the AG s opinion as
whet her or not she neant the ADE as an unbrella or
ADE specifically, as who |'menployed with, versus
the State Board. | would have to nake that
interpretation that | don't feel confortable naking
for her.

M5. ZOOK: Then since it is an opinion and often
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AG s opinions are not even ruled accurate at
different court levels -- is that correct?

M5. DAVIS: Right. The AGs opinion is purely
persuasive authority. It is not a binding rule; it
is not a binding |law, regulation, or any way binding
on this board.

M5. ZOOK: And so if we did do sonething --
don't -- we take her opinion under advisenent but we
rule differently, and then the district, rival
district, doesn't like the way we ruled, they can in
fact take us to court. Right?

MS. DAVIS: That is correct.

M5. ZOOK: But that's a -- you know -- that
woul d be their decision, because if we rule the other
way the parents can take us to court. So it's not a
matter of nmaking a decision to stay out of court?

MS. DAVIS: Pretty nmuch. Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Are there any ot her
guestions? Dr. Barth.

DR BARTH. So, Ms. Davis, just to -- and we had
a whol e series of decisions |ast week, obviously, on
facts very simlar to the facts in this case. Wuld
we be noving towards being potentially engaging in
arbitrary and capricious behavior if we nade a

decision contrary to those decisions with a very --
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in essence, the sane fact pattern?

MS. DAVIS: Well, because each case | think has
been very specific on the facts, and this case is our
only one with the Blytheville School District, |
woul d probably say that if there were -- you know - -
providing that you had accurate reasons for your
deci sion, one way or the other, that you would be
less likely to inplicate those ones fromlast week.
Because, like | say, every one of these cases have
been so specific.

DR BARTH  Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Any further questions?
kay. If not, we are ready for a notion. |'msorry.
M. Askew, do you have a foll ow up?

MR. ASKEW Thank you. Yes. Just a brief
followup. The State Board is established in a
separate statute in your Arkansas code. And if you
all needed to take a few days to get advice to get
clear on the fact that the State Board does not equa
ADE, and get clear that an appeal does not equal
review of the materials submtted by school
districts, such as the Blytheville School District,
M. and Ms. Coppedge would be nore than willing for
y'all to take the time to |look at that. You don't

have to rule today. The question here is not do you

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

122

have to interpret a court order. It is not do you
have to nmake any decisions about the Blytheville
School District. This is an appeal. The statute
puts the appeal directly into this body with no
limtations on how you handle it, and you shoul d use
your comonsense and good judgnent. | have very
carefully given you sworn testinony that woul d
support a finding that Blytheville School District is
not engaged in any desegregation obligation or
activity that is in conflict with school choice under
the "15 act. And that's a very narrow basis on which
you-all can grant this appeal, and we request that
you do so. But if you want to take the tinme to study
this question about the AG opinion, fine with us.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Thank you. Wat's the
pl easure of the Board?

M5. REITH  Just one final quick question,
whether it's for Ms. Davis or M. Askew. There is
reference of this being in court right nowin terns
of the desegregation order. Do we have a tineline
for that? Because | know there was reference of us
tabling this for a few nonths. What's the
anticipated tineline?

MS. DAVIS: Well, | believe that it had been
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requested for an expedited opinion and they were
hoping to have it by today and they didn't.

M5. REITH  Ckay.

M5. DAVIS: So | don't think they're -- you know
-- | nean, the court can rule when they want to. But
it was requested that it be expedited, but | don't
thi nk that we have a deadli ne.

M5. REITH But it sounds like it mght be
sooner versus later?

MR ASKEW Ms. Davis is correct; we argued the
case in St. Louis on April 15.

M5. REITH  Ckay.

MR. ASKEW It is an expedited appeal. W
argued the sane case on a prelimnary injunction on
April 15, 2014, and received an opinion on August 1,
2014. So | think we're in the strike zone. And |I've
been checking ny email every norning at 8:00 to see
if 1've got an opinion; | have nothing yet.

M5. ZOOK: But there again, this case that's in
court right nowis not the one that Blytheville
presented as their reason for denying.

MR. ASKEW Absolutely not. No. It deals with
a very technical question, whether Judge Eisele had
to enter a separate order finding unitary status or

whet her he could just close the case in 1978. And |
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will tell you this, and I'lIl take an oath on this,
Judge Eisele is one of the forenost judges on the
federal bench that we've ever had in the state of
Arkansas. And he single-handedly desegregat ed
hundreds of school districts in the late 1960's and
early 1970's when freedom of choice was rejected as a
renmedy for de jure segregation. He knows this stuff
and can teach us semnars all day |ong, and he cl osed
the case. And, you know, | know that the judges on
the 8th GCrcuit. | know Judge Ei sel e and know how
conscientious he is, and he closed the case wi thout
needing to find unitary status, because it just
wasn't necessary. So, you know, |'ve had very strong
opi ni ons about the case. But you're right, M. Zook;
that is not the Franklin case and it is -- you know
-- Blytheville is telling you today that a case that
was closed in 1978 by Judge Thomas Eisele is

requi ring desegregation obligations today that
contradi ct school choice. And yet, a superintendent
under oath can't tell you who the lawer is, what the
obligations are, what the violations were. This is
crazy. |It's a charade; it's designed to nullify
school choice for the citizens of Blytheville School
District. And you should grant this appeal to stop

t hat .
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CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any further questions by
board nmenbers? If not, I'mgoing to ask for a notion
at this tinme.

M5. ZOOK: | nove that we grant the request to
transfer.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Okay. Ms. Zook has a
notion that the request for permssion to transfer --
Ms. Zook. And is there a second?

M5. DAVIS: W're not sure if your mcrophone is
on.

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Chairperson Newton taps
on her m crophone.)

M5. DAVIS: Now it is.

CHAlI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ckay.

M5. DAVIS: W couldn't hear you.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Ms. Zook has noved
that the request for permssion to transfer, and |'ve
asked for a second.

(BRI EF MOMENT OF S| LENCE)

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: There is no second, then
the notion dies for lack of a second. Wre you going
to do the second?

MS. SAVIERS: | don't know what to do.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: Wel |, then the notion dies

for lack of a second.

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

126

M5. DAVIS: Your options at this point would
either be to grant the appeal, to deny the appeal,
or, as | nentioned earlier, you can table it unti
the next nmeeting in the event that there is a ruling
that determ nes that Blytheville is unitary. And if
they are, then you could revisit this appeal.

M5. ZOOK: But school starts Monday.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  So, but that's not our
problem So we have two other options: to table or
to follow the recommendati on of the Departnent.

M5. DAVIS: Right. You can grant, deny or
t abl e.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: So those are the options on
the table, irrespective of the school start date. So
do we have anyone willing to nake a notion, either
one of those notions?

MR WLLIAVBON. | nove to sustain the origina
deci si on.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: So M. WI I ianson has noved
to sustain the original decision. |s there a second?

DR BARTH  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Second by Dr. Barth. Al
in favor? Can we have a roll-call, M. Conm ssioner?

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Reith.

M5. REITH  No.
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COW SSI ONER KEY: Dr. Barth.

DR BARTH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. Bl ack.

MR, BLACK: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Saviers.

M5. SAVI ERS: No.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Ms. Zook.

M5. ZOOK:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. WIIianson.

MR WLLI AVMBON:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Ms. Newt on.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: A vote of 5-to-4; the notion

passes.
M5. DAVIS: And that notion was to deny the
appeal ?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

MS. DAVIS: Ckay.
A-8: CONSI DERATI ON OF APPEAL FROM DENI AL OF SCHOOL CHO CE
APPLI CATION - CRI SS

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: The next item on the agenda
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is A-8, and A-8 is Consideration of Appeal from
Deni al of School Choice, Criss famly; the resident
district being Forrest City, nonresident district
bei ng the Pal estine-\Weatl ey.

MS5. DAVIS: Right. And the Criss famly is not
represented by counsel, and | know that Forrest Gty
I S.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Okay. So we're going to
ask the nonresident district to cone first,

Pal esti ne- Weat | ey.

MS5. DAVIS: And | think the Criss famly may --
are they? -- | think they may be outside, so |I'm
going to go | ook.

CHAlI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ckay.

SUPT. ESTES: Good afternoon, Board,
Conmmi ssi oner Key, Ms. Newton. Jon Estes,
superi ntendent of Pal estine-Weatley School District.

CHAlI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Proceed, M. Estes.
Yeah, because you're in the non --

SUPT. ESTES: |'m Tony Wod from here on out.

CHAl RPERSON NEWTON: Excuse nme?

SUPT. ESTES: | don't have anything.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: On, you're Tony Wod t oday.
Ckay.

M5. DAVIS: The Criss famly was here just -- at
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| east before lunch. W're checking the room down
there. But if not, then they' ve already left.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  You think left as never to
return or just --

MS. DAVIS: Well, you know, |I'muncertain at
what point they actually left but they were here
before we broke for lunch. So | don't know if

they' re probably com ng back fromlunch and stil

trying to find a parking spot or -- but, | nean,
ot her than --
CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Well, in that case, if

that's the case that they're not here right now,
we'll just nove on to A-9 and cone back to it.

MS. DAVIS: W'Ill need a notion and a second to
table that if we're going to table it till a later
point in tinme.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: | woul d like a nmotion to
table it to give theman opportunity to come back
kay. Can | get a notion --

MS. DEAN:  So noved.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: -- to table?

MS. DEAN:  So noved.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So noved by Ms. Dean.

MS. ZOOK:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  |s there a second? Second
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by Ms. Zook to table the matter. Al in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed? GCkay. We'll
table that matter to give them-- M. Estes, we're
giving the Criss famly an opportunity to cone back.
And after this case we'll likely hear fromyou and
fromthem hopefully.

A-9: CONSI DERATI ON OF APPEAL FROM DENI AL OF SCHOOL CHO CE
APPLI CATI ON - GOODALL

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: A-9 is Consideration of
Appeal from Denial of School Choice, the Goodall
fam ly.

MS. DAVIS: Yes. And the Goodall's, like |
said, they are residents of Brinkley and -- | nean,
|'msorry, Forrest City, and they had requested and
wer e deni ed choice to Pal estine-VWeatley. And they
both -- both sides have representation here today.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: So anyone, except the
| awyers, as it relates to A-9, the Goodall famly,
pl ease stand to be sworn. Raise your right hand. Do
you solemmly swear or affirmthat the testinony
you're about to give is the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth so help you God?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)
CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Coul d we hear from M.
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Estes then; | think you' re the nonresident district.

SUPT. ESTES: Board, Conm ssioner Key -- M.
Qui da Newt on, Teacher of the Year, congratul ations.
|''m Jon Estes, superintendent of Pal estine-Weatl ey
School District.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  And your position -- do you
have a position on the transfer?

SUPT. ESTES: We denied Ms. CGoodal I. Ms.
Goodall is a friend of mne. She's got two kids in
our school district through Opportunity School Choice
fromlast year. W denied the two this year, one
because of the exenption, a second-grader, and one
because of space, a fifth-grader

M5. DAVIS: And they did -- and | think that
their attorney today is going to argue both for the
deni al under the school choice, as well as the denial
under the opportunity school choice. That was the
| ack of the capacity. So the procedures for both
will be the sanme, but if you have any questions at
any point in tinme for those we can either handl e them
separately or you can handle it as one big -- | nean,
| woul d suggest that you handl e either grant-or-deny,
but if this board chooses to grant or deny on each
i ndividual child just that we will need to have

separate notions to handle that.
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CHAI RPERSON NEWION: The attorney can step
forward and identify hinself. You have 5 m nutes for
openi ng.

MR, RQOZZELL: Thank you, Chairman Newton. M
name i s CGeorge Rozzell and | represent Erica Goodal
and her children. W' ve been down this road before,;
this is our third tine before you today. Many of you
-- | see new faces, so wel come and congratul ati ons on
your appointnment to the Board. As a prelimnary
matter, | want to address several of the issues very
qui ckly that M. Askew spoke about and that the Board
was very inquisitive about, and | think was proper to
guestion on those issues, nunber one bei ng whether or
not the Board and the ADE are separate entities or
not. And | point this out only because | have very
personal experience with it, in that one of the
Attorney General's tactics in our current case that's
bef ore Judge McGowan in Pul aski County was to nove to
di sm ss the case because we appeal ed based upon the
ADE denying their appeal back from 2013, and their
response was that we didn't nanme the Board in tine.
So I'll leave it at that. But the AG has clearly
del i neated that you guys are separate, and they know
that and they've argued that before the courts. So

for the Departnent to say that we are restrained from

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

133

review ng any declaration of exenption | think is
wong. | think that the AG spoke to the question by
the legislator and | think that the |egislator asked
about the ADE specifically in his question. So | do
appreciate the consideration that was given to M.
Askew s appeal as well.

The second clarification | want to nmake up -- or
di scuss is sonething that | believe was asked | think
by Ms. Zook or Saviers about the incentive to
actual ly becone unitary. And this is very inportant
because as also part of that case -- it's been going
on for a couple of years now -- also part of that
case we sent to Forrest City certain requests for
adm ssions. And those requests for adm ssions were
desi gned by their very nature under the structure of
the law, which is required to be shown to declare
soneone as being unitary. And their response was to
seek a protective order fromthe court not to have to
answer the questions because anot her dispositive
notion was still pending. They didn't want to answer
t he questions about whether or not they shoul d be
decl ared unitary, and they did so specifically
i mredi ately after those requests for adm ssions were
filed. So those two issues | think are very

I nportant because you're exactly correct; Forrest
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City receives noney for every student they get, every
student they have, every student they maintain. And
they will lose finances if in the course people are
allowed to transfer out. Here, we have the Goodal
famly; this is our third year here. W have two of
their children left; two of them have been accepted
under opportunity choice. Forrest City filed a

| awsuit about that case that's still pending in, |
believe, St. Francis County. But those two students
have been accepted and they are excelling in their
schools. One of themis a cheerleader, involved in
several community activities; one of them has
straight A's as an upcomng 8th grader. And |'m
happy to say item nunber A-10, we are pulling that
appeal because that student has been accepted under
the transfer fromBrinkley over their initial
objection after we realized that the exenption claim
was inproperly cited and she will be joining their

ol dest child in the 8th grade this year. 1've
advised her famly to reach out because these
students are going through a lot; they're going

t hrough a confusing time; they' re going through a
ti me when they don't know where they're going to
school or if they're going to be going to school wth

their brothers and sisters. They're going to a
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school in a tinme where they may have a different
spring break, and that's what we're here for today.

| believe that certain holidays and school days are
taken differently from each individual school
district. So that being said, the students here are
being ripped apart in our case.

We're here today under opportunity choice
because we believe opportunity choi ce adopts, under
6-18-430, the -- when a school becones in academc
di stress the students or the parents are allowed to
apply for transfers under school choice or
opportunity choice. School choice includes a sibling
provi sion. School choice says if your siblings are
already going to this school, you get to go too, as
long as there's capacity. Now, M. Estes spoke about
capacity very briefly, that there wasn't for the 5th
grader. | haven't seen the nunbers; | don't know
We received our denial of the opportunity choice
early | ast week.

But I'mhere on just a few nore specific points
as to these two children and their applications to
attend Pal estine-Weatley this year. Nunber one, we
have the sibling issue, that they shoul d be all owed
to attend under the clear public policy of the State

of Arkansas. In two separate statutes it says that
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siblings should be able to go to school where their
ol der siblings do. So if one is accepted, the other
one should be too. One of those is 6-18-108 and the
other one is contained directly in the school choice
provi si ons.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So that's your 5 m nutes.
You need to w ap-up.

MR. ROZZELL: WMy | ask for just a couple nore
m nutes, Ms. Newton?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

MR, RQOZZELL: Thank you very much. The second
issue is that the students were not denied on tine.
You know, this board has nade very specific and very
certain findings about when a student doesn't apply
on time, if their application is denied and it's
properly denied. Well, in this case we applied on
March 25th and then again at their request after the
new forns were put out. You know, the day that the
new act passed we applied and we didn't receive our
denials until August 1st for school choice, which
rem nd you the denial date, the deadline, is July
1st. Secondly, it's for the failure of Forrest City
to properly identify the case under which it clains
its exenption. The new | aw has very specific

statutory requirenents about what they're required to
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send you. |'mnot asking you to |look at the order
today. |'masking you to |look at their exenption and
see if it contains all the provisions or all the
requi rements of their exenption declaration. The
exenption requires themto put the jurisdiction of
the court, the date of the court, whether or not it's
still wundergoing obligations, and to describe what

t hose obligations are. And theirs contained just a
reference to McKissic. Then they included a copy of
their conplaint fromthe current Forrest City case
agai nst Pal estine-Weatley and all the attachments
thereto. So for these reasons, we feel |ike we are
properly here before the Board today. You have the
authority clearly by the statute. 6-19-1907 clearly
states that the Board may review the denial of a
transfer, and that's all this is. You have the

opportunity and the obligation to review denials of

transfers on capacity; you do it all the tinme. | saw
three denials |ast week about capacity. | also saw
nore denials in July about capacity. Actually, | saw

approval s on capacity. These are the sane issues,

whet her or not the circunstances that are being

represented are true and correct. |'mnot asking you
to look at the McKissic order. | don't think, just
like M. Askew, that it's still in effect. | don't
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think that Forrest City is still operating under the
vestiges of desegregation -- or segregation, excuse
me. But that's not why we're here today. W're here
t oday because there are direct routes under the code
for siblings to transfer along with their other
siblings. It is the policy of the State of Arkansas
that brothers and sisters go to school together, and
right now we have a split famly in Forrest Gty and
Pal esti ne-\Weatl ey going to two schools every day,
for drop-off and pick-up. W have a split famly
attending different open houses. W have a split
famly where the students who are younger don't know
when they're going to get to go to big sister's
school, and that's a problemand it's not fair.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Thank you. Soneone from
Forrest City. Gkay. Wuld you identify yourself?

MR. JONES: Sam Jones.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Okay. M. Jones.

MR JONES: |'mnot sure where to start because
| don't have anything to offer on the issue of

capacity or the denial under the Qpportunity School

Choice Act. | don't know how this body wants to
di vide those issues up. I'mhere to talk about, if
you need nme to -- if you want to take the other

issues up first, you may not need to hear from ne.
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|'mhere to talk about Forrest Gty's exenption from
the 2015 act which on its face is what these
applications said they were for. And | can go ahead
and address that now W clearly submtted all of
the matters fromthe MKissic case. The MKissic
case is in litigation; it's before Judge WI son.

It's been submtted on notions for summary judgnent.
The | ast response is due next Monday; we'll probably
have a ruling on that in Septenber. And the core

i ssue before Judge WIlson is what does the MKissic
case nean and what is its current vitality, which
ultimately dovetails into the question y'al

di scussed earlier today and | ast week about is there
any need, even if it were enpowered to do so, for
this board to go behind the MKissic decree, which is
still out there, unlike the argunents you heard about
Blytheville. W've still got an active decree that
spells out the obligations. W submtted it to the
ADE in 2010. W submtted it again in 2013; it's
part of the 2013 act. W submtted it again on Apri
14 as part of the 2015 act to denonstrate why we're
exenpt from school choice under current law. And M.
Rozzel |l just kind of dismssed it; he said, "Wll,
they submtted a copy of their conplaint to Judge

Wlson," or in the federal court. Wll, it has all
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the McKissic orders attached to it and | think y'al
have seen those, even though -- the new nenbers of

t he board have seen those or have had an opportunity
to ook at them And they spell out in detail what
the obligations are and it's clear and undi sputed
that we still operate under that decree and have
never been declared unitary. Let's see what -- oh,
one thing that | think is inportant -- and | realize
five mnutes flies by -- M. Rozzell nentioned 6-18-
108 and this -- you may want to call Ms. Davis to
address this, but that only applies to siblings of

t hose who transferred under the 1989 act. |[|f you
ook at it, it talks about if any child transferred
under an act that's been declared unconstitutional --
this refers to the 1989 act. So they're trying,
maybe unintentionally, but they are m xing apples and
oranges. Then | think he also nmade reference to 6-
18-1904; that's regarding transfers under the '89 or
the 2013 act. And this is where | get alittle bit
confused because at one point it was said that it was
found in y'all's orders fromlast year that the
Goodal I's were actually residents of Palestine-
Wheat | ey; that was one basis for denying their
transfer the last go-round. But 6-18-1904 tal ks

about a present or future sibling of a student who
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continues enrol Il ment at the nonresident district
under this subsection may enroll in the nonresident
district. Well, that's talking about a different
statute and doesn't have any application here. And,
again, this is one where it's not a matter of public
policy; it's a question of examning the statute very
carefully to see if the sibling preference has any
application, and neither of these that have been
cited do. | realize I'll probably need anot her
chance to either answer questions or --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Wel |, actually, you're in
the 20-mnute time --

MR JONES: Ckay.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  -- al l ocati on now.

MR JONES: Ckay. Then if | could, we have al so
routinely reported to the -- back when the State
Department or back when ADE was a little nore active
as part of the standards provisions that Conm ssioner
Key made reference to, we nade routine reports to ADE
about our desegregation obligations and what we were
doing. So | just nention all that because | think
it's sinmply wong to make the representation that
Forrest City is not operating under a desegregation
decree, that it's not current and active, and that

because we appropriately asserted it that we're

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

142

exenpt fromthe operation of the act. And we don't

t hi nk any good and valid reasons have been advanced
to this body to rule otherwise. If | could go back
to 6-18-1904 just for a second to give you the
specific subsection, it says, "A present or future
sibling of a student who continues enrollnent in the
nonresident district under this subsection" -- well,
the transfer wasn't under 6-18-1900 by these ot her
siblings. They were either transferred under sone
other provision or they were already residents at the
time of the transfer. So these two previous -- these
two who were previously enrolled, when they enrolled
they enrolled as residents of the Pal estine-Weatl ey
district, which takes themout of the transfer. And
now | hope that's clearer than nud, but I'mtrying to
pars the specific statutes. And unless y'all have
any specific questions, that's --

M5. ZOOK: | do. Are any of the enpl oyees of
the Forrest Gty School District, froma different
district, allowed to bring their children to Forrest
City or vice-versa? |If they live in Forrest City and
they work in a different district, are they all owed
to take their children with then?

MR JONES: | don't know.

M5. ZOOK: Do you have your superintendent here?
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MR. JONES: She's here. She has not been --
M5. ZOOK: May | ask her?
MR JONES: Yeah. She's not been sworn because

didn't think she'd have to answer any questi ons,

but we can certainly ask her.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  We can certainly swear her

in to answer that question.

MR. JONES: Actually, we've got -- that question

is floating around the state. |If | can nake a

representation, you' re certainly welcone to ask Dr.

Hardrick. But that question is floating around the

state in the formof an FOA and it's been directed

to several different school districts. So we had

al ready checked, Ms. Zook --

M5. ZOOK: Uh- huh. Yes.
MR JONES: -- and we have one enpl oyee who this

year for the first tinme brought her senior student to

the Forrest City district but she lives in another

district. DidIl say that right? It may not be the

first year, but it's one student.

MS. ZOOK: So is that a precedent? | know that

they said that they --

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: Who are you aski ng?
M. ZOOK: Well, I"'mjust -- I"'m-- Jennifer.

You win the prize, M. Davis.
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M5. DAVIS: Ckay. You know, it is allowed under
the law that you can -- there is a statute that would
allow transfers for enpl oyees of another district to
bring their child, providing that there is capacity.
And, you know, they don't necessarily get to choose
whi ch school; they may just be able to say transfer
to a district and one of the schools in the district.
So, | nean, it does happen, yes.

MS. ZOOK: That doesn't make it an exception to
what we're arguing here?

MS. DAVIS: Not necessarily. And I'll get the
law out just to make sure. But if | renmenber
correctly, thereis not -- and like | say, |'lI
verify, but there is not a provision in there that --
for schools that are under deseg. | think you get
the privilege of, you know, working there and you can
bring your child providing there's room But Il
verify that for you real quick; I'll ook up the |aw

M5. ZOOK: (Ckay. Also, under statute in 6-18-
1907 it says one of the responsibilities of ADEis to
gather data for every two years to see if these
transfers that are allowed or not allowed determne
if aracially segregating inmpact has occurred. In
any of the school districts, do we have that

i nfornati on?
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MS. DAVIS: | don't have that information. |
bel i eve that we do somewhere have the information
but | personally don't. And just for clarification,
desegregati on does not apply to the enpl oyee
transfer. That is correct.

M5. ZOOK: (Ckay. And do we have the data on
whet her or not -- the racially segregative inpact of

transfers?

MS5. DAVIS: | do not. Do we knowif we have
t hat ?

COMW SSI ONER KEY: If | may, we do have the data
t hat has been submtted.

M5. DAVIS. Right.

COW SSI ONER KEY: | know it was submtted at
| east twice to the CGeneral Assenbly when | was stil
over there.

MS. DAVIS: Right.

COW SSI ONER KEY: | don't think the data was
sufficient to determne by analysis if there was a
segregative inpact.

MS. ZOOK: | just want to be sure we're doing
everything we're supposed to do --

MS. DAVIS: Right.

MS. ZOOK: -- under |aw.

M5. DAVIS: Right. And, you know, one of the
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things that | wll note is because this appeal has
been stated that they' re under opportunity school

choi ce and school choice, then | think that there's a
| ot of confusion about what statutes apply to what.
And so if you need sone clarification, or if we want
to handle one at a tinme, I'll be glad to, you know,

gi ve that.

M5. ZOOK: It's ny understanding that the ol der
two children would be in academ c di stress schools
and the younger two children would not be. That
woul d be the difference. |Is that correct?

M5. DAVIS: Ckay. The fifth-grader woul d be.
But | do not believe I"mgetting confirmation from
the parents that the older two children were not
transferred because of academ c distress. |Is that
correct?

MR, GOODALL: They were | ast year.

M5. DAVIS: Ckay. The older two children were
transferred.

M5. ZOOK: Ckay. And the fifth-grader is at the
m ddl e school that's in academ c distress?

M5. DAVIS: Yes.

MS. ZOOK: So that's why they're asking for
opportunity --

M5. DAVIS: Yes.
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ZO0OK: -- instead of school choice?

DAVIS: Yes. And then the other child under

public school choice just to go with the siblings.

IMS.

ZOOK: Because the child is going to a

school that would not be under academ c di stress?

IVS.
IVS.
MR

DAVIS: That is correct.
ZOOK: Thank you.
JONES: And I'mnot sure that this gets at

part of what Ms. Zook was asking about, but | want to

make sure | didn't m sspeak. But under 6-18-1904, if

t hose ol der children transferred under opportunity

school choice -- 6-18-1904 is reserved for children

who -- is reserved for siblings who transferred under

either the 2013 act --

MS
MR
MS

MR

ZOOK: Right.
JONES: -- or the 2015 act.
ZOOK: Right.

JONES: So the fact that they may have had

siblings transfer under the opportunity act doesn't

translate into a right to transfer under the 2015

act .

IMS.

ZOOK: Right. | was just trying to get at

the two we're discussing today.

MR

JONES: GCkay. And, really, unless the Board

has sonme other questions for -- | know | have a
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l[ittle bit of tine left. If M. Rozzell --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: But you don't have to use

MR JONES: | know | don't have to. And | want
to do the best | can to stay on the Board's good
side. | was just going to cone and -- but if M.
Rozzel |l has sonething else to say that | feel the
need to respond to, | would |ike to reserve that
time.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Okay. M. Rozzell. Before
you cone, | have a question | think for M. Estes.
So there would be -- what's -- one is an issue of
capacity, or lack of capacity. |Is that correct?

MR. ESTES: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: So woul d you speak to that?
| think you said in one instance there was an
opportunity school choice. Was that the one that
there's no capacity for?

MR ESTES: |It's grade school. Yes.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: | see. Before M. Rozzel
-- just don't sit down.

COW SSI ONER KEY: |1'msorry; this should be
quick. I'mtrying to help the Board because the
opportunity school choice |aw has different

i ndi cations --
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M5. DAVIS: Yes.
COW SSI ONER KEY: -- regarding what this board
can deci de on appeal .
MS. DAVIS: Right.
COMW SSI ONER KEY: So it can only | ook at the
capacity. |Is that -- that's what |"'mreading in | aw

I s that your understandi ng?

M5. DAVIS: Yes. And there are some provisions
in there that |I think sonetimes -- if thereis a
negative inpact on a desegregation order. But
generally the only other reason is to deny for |ack
of capacity. And capacity under Public School Choice
Act is different than under opportunity school
choice. Capacity under opportunity choice is set at
95% and under opportunity it's set at 90% And |
t hi nk another issue is, just real quick, the sibling
provi sion; that applies to school choice and it is
not in the opportunity school choice statute.
However, there is, what was nentioned earlier, the
statute that is outside both of those acts that does
address continuity of education for siblings. And --

but, you know, siblings, it says, that have

transferred under any school choice act -- and | know
that -- | think sonebody said it was only for the
'89. It is still active law and it doesn't
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specifically say that it only applies to previous
children. So there is a continuity of education that
is outside both those acts, so that way it could
apply to opportunity school choice as well. But just
to kind of keep those a little separate, | knowit's
getting a little --

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

MS. DAVIS: -- kind of convoluted. Because,

l'i ke | say, the school choice act has a provision
t hat opportunity doesn't. So, | nean, just so that
there's a little clarity.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Before M. Rozzel
-- and in connection to that, M. Estes, please, one
nore tinme --

MR ESTES: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: M. Rozzell, please, stil
don't sit down. So what is the percentage in the
opportunity school choice?

MR. ESTES: The standards say that | can have no
nore than 25 kids per grade per class in 5th grade;
average no nore than 25 kids per class. |'ve got 24
in both of nmy 5th grade cl asses.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So, what - -

MR, ESTES: |f soneone does not -- however, M.

Newton, if y'all grant nme perm ssion, if sonmeone does
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not show up on the first day of school, which wll
happen, |1'd be nore than happy to accept the child.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  And what if two people --
two nore fol ks show up?

MR ESTES: |If two nore people show up, I'll be
up here asking you for a waiver.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Ms. Zook had that
question. D d that answer it?

M5. ZOOK:  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: M. Rozzel | .

MR, ROZZELL: And | would say too that this
board has held pretty --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  You have 20 mi nutes al so.
We hope that you don't take 20.

MR ROZZELL: | won't. | won't. And |'m going

to have Ms. Goodall tell sone stories here in a
mnute too to nake everything a little bit lighter as
well. Just to rebut M. Jones' representation that
the McKissic case is still ongoing and that it's
being argued in front of Judge Wl son right now, the
case that's ongoing in front of Judge WIson right
now is called Thorn Gty Special School District
versus Pal esti ne-\Weat| ey Special School District and
Wnne School District. It's not the -- it's not a

reopeni ng of the MKissic case, unless there's sone
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nore recent order than what |'ve seen as of |ast
nmonth. So I'mnot -- you know -- | think that that

i ssue can be confusing as to whether or not that case
has been actively reopened and they're seeking

unitary status therein, because | don't think they

are. In addition, if you'll look at Section 4 --
Subsection 430 of the educational provisions, | think
it's -- if | go back to nmy notes here, it's 6-15-

430(c). That's for schools in academ c distress and
it tells the Board what it can do. GCkay. And it
says to the Board you can accept students under
transfers, under either the nechanisns of the
opportunity choice transfer provisions or the school
choice transfer provisions. And | think that's

i nportant because what that is telling the students
or the famlies is we can apply under either of these
and then go forward if we're in academ c distress.
And that's what | wanted to point out to you is that,
you know, Ms. Goodall has submitted these
applications, citing every statute she can. And the
reason she's done that is because there may be
different relief under the statutes. But | think

t hat 6-15-430 really incorporates everything
together, and that's why we argued that the sibling

provi sion shoul d be extended to the opportunity
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choice students too. And that's why we say that the
youngest child was an applicant under opportunity
choi ce and school choice, and then the ol dest child
was as well. Because we think those sibling
provi sions should just override everything el se, that
you shoul d not be breaking up the famlies, and that
the statutes are there to be read together and to be
read consistently. And so for opportunity choice,
not to have a specific reference under 1904 to a
sibling follow ng another, well, | think that that
tradition is wapped up in 430, when it says you can
apply under these two provisions. And because of
that -- you know -- and | know these are technica
and nuanced and sonetinmes the weeds are tall, but the
overriding policy is the same and that's that we
shoul dn't be breaking up the famlies and the
students. And we've done that in this famly; it's
really sad. And so |I'd like to have Ms. Coodal
testify just for a little bit about what the inpact
has been on her famly.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  You have over 17 m nutes,
actual ly.

MR, RQOZZELL: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ms. Goodal | .

MR. RQOZZELL: Erica, you're soft-spoken, so you
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need to talk into the mc.

THEREUPON,

ERI CA GOODALL,
THE W TNESS HEREI NBEFORE SWORN, testified on her oath as

foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR ROZZELL:

Q
A
Q
A
Q

Pl ease state your name for the record?
Eri ca Goodall.

And where do you live?

Forrest City, Arkansas.

And | ast year, was there any reference to you living in

Pal esti ne- \Weat | ey?

o » O » O » O » O >» O

Yes, sir.

And was that true?

No.

Did you live in Pal estine-Weatley |ast year?
No, sir.

Ckay. What do you do for a |iving?

| cook in Mildrow, Arkansas.

How ol d are your children?

El even, seven, ten, and thirteen.

And where do the two ol dest children go to school ?
Pal esti ne- \Weat |l ey.

What grades are they going to go into next year?
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A Sevent h grade and ei ghth grade.
Q Tell me about the 8th grader; what were her grades | ast
quarter?
A She made straight A's.
Q And tell me about the 7th grader; what is she doing?
A She made the cheerleading teamfor this year.
Q I's she involved in any other clubs or anything at the
school district?
A She's -- no, sir.
Q That probably takes up a ot of her tinme then?
A Yes.
Q Tell me about how your fam |y coordinated the scheduling
of school -- or students attending two different school
districts | ast year?
A It was hard.
Q Wiy was it hard?
A Trying to get both -- all four children to school on tine

at two different schools; trying to make sure | pick themup on
time. Sometinmes when another school is out the other schoo
isn'"t out. It was just real confusing and conplicated. And it
just -- you know -- it saddens them because they want to know
why they all just can't be together.

Q Now does one school district require uniforms and the

ot her not?

A Yes, sSir.
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Q So does that make them feel odd that they're having to
wear different things fromtheir siblings?
A Yes, sir.
Q And tell me about your 5th grader. Wat sort of issues
does he have right now?
A He wears braces, he has speech problens.
Q And has he been -- has he suffered any sort of adverse
treatment fromthe other students at Forrest City?
A He got bullied there and tried to kill his-self.
Q Is this the first or second year that he's been bullied at

Forrest Cty?

A Second ti ne.

Q Ckay. And what about your 2nd grader; how is she doing?
A She's doing good. She just takes speech there and she has
ADHD.

Q But she's never attended Pal estine. Right?

A No, sir.

Q But your 5th grader, he attended Pal estine grow ng up,
earlier?

A Yes, sir.

Q Ckay. You applied for school choice in March of this
year. Right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you receive a denial by July 1st for your school

choi ce applications?
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A No, sir.

Q Do you know why you didn't receive your denial for your
school choi ce applications?

A No, sir.

Q But you later on received a denial for your opportunity
choice applications. R ght?

A Yes, sir.

MR. RQOZZELL: And | believe the Board has a copy
of those that have been passed around, that were sent
out on the 27th of July.

MR, ROZZELL: (conti nuing)

Q I's there anything else you' d |like to ask the Board today?
A Just to consider what | have to go through, ny younger
babi es asking ne every day what school wll they attend, wl|
they be with their older siblings, or will they be separated.
And it just -- it's hard and it's sad.

MR, RQOZZELL: Thank you, Eri ca.

Qovi ously, Ms. CGoodall says that a | ot better
than | can. So | appreciate the time fromthe Board
today. | would appreciate the Board considering the
overturning of the denial of Palestine-Weatley of
their applications for school choice and for
opportunity choice, given that both their siblings
attend Pal estine-Weatl ey School District, given that

t he youngest child attends a school -- or the mddle
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child attends a school right nowthat is in acadenic
distress, given the difficulties had there. The fact
that M. Estes says he's willing to take them we
appreciate that. And | believe M. Estes al so has
space for the second-grader, so no capacity issue has
been referenced for her. W would like for this
famly to be united today and we ask the Board to do
their duty and to reviewthe trans -- or the denial

of the transfer under the code that gives it that
power. Thank you very nuch.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: M. Goodall [sic], | have a
guestion. Is it your contention and Ms. Goodall's
contention that failure to notify by July 1 was a
viol ation of the procedure in school choice?

MR ROZZELL: It nost certainly is. It nost

certainly is, Chairman Newton -- or Chairperson
Newton. It is a -- the statute uses the word
"shall,"” and as the Board is probably well aware from

listening to Ms. Davis and, before her, M. Lasiter
for a significant period of time, the word "shall"
means mandatory conpliance. And we don't believe
that they were properly denied and we believe just on
t hat issue alone they shoul d be accept ed.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: M. Jones, would you |ike

to address that? Because it is or could be a pivotal
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piece in this whol e discussion.

MR JONES: | don't know what -- excuse ne --
the Forrest City School District is supposed to do
about that. It was the obligation of Palestine-
Wheatley to give tinely notice of acceptance or
denial. Now if they were late, tal king about -- M.
Saviers is fond of tal king about gam ng the system --
t hen every parent in Arkansas who wants a choice
could just kind of slip the word that, you know, "If
you'll make our -- if you'll deny our application a
day |l ate, then naybe we can convince the State Board
to grant the application.” That's not the fault or
the responsibility of the Forrest City School
District. | don't know what consequences woul d
attach to Pal estine-Weatley, but | think the fuss is
bet ween the parents and Pal estine-Weatl ey on that
one. Because Forrest Cty, for all | know at that
time, had no idea these applications had even been
made. So on that one | don't think you can go around
by Laura's house and get to the conclusion that
Pal estine-\Weatl ey's presuned or apparent failure to
give tinmely notification neans that automatically
t hese appeal s should be granted. 1'd just like to
add once again that because of the way the transfers

of the older siblings occurred there is no specific
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transfer in the law -- and the two statutes that
specifically address it are later in tine than the
other statute. Now they talk about when sibling
transfers can be considered and | think they are the
controlling law in this case and that, otherw se, no

good and sufficient reason has been advanced as to

why -- including even under the Qpportunity School
Choice Act, if you want to get into that -- Counse
is correct. It does contain simlar |anguage to the

2015 act; it just doesn't say that this board is to
take that up. We think it should; we think for the
sane reasons that -- and |I' muncl ear now which
transfer action we're tal king about. | thought we
were here on denial of a transfer of the 2015 act,

but sonehow opportunity school choice keeps working
its way into the equation. | just wanted y'all to be
aware we've taken the position in the case before
Judge Wl son that interpreting MKissic -- oh, | do
need to clear that up, or if there's any concern. |
never represented that the case before Judge WI son
was the trial of the MKissic case as to whether or
not Forrest City is unitary. |It's a trial of the
McKi ssic decree as to what it neans and whether it is
sufficient to support the exenptions clained by

Forrest City in cases like these. That's what's
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before him But the MKissic decree is clearly
before himand all the parties have asked himto tel
us what it means and whether it neans that these
transfers should take place. |In any event, | don't
think a reason under any of the statutes that apply
here have been advanced to warrant the granting of
the appeals. | don't think it's -- and | know it
tugs at y'all's heartstrings for a parent to get up
here and tal k about bullying. Well, you know, I
could -- if that's a concern of anybody, that's not a
new i ssue with this famly and Forrest Cty. Dr.
Hardrick can get up here and talk about that, if you
really want to hear about that. But | don't think
technically speaking it's an issue for y'all to
consider. The law either permts it or it doesn't.
Bullying is a matter that if there's a real issue
there, it needs to be dealt with and there are
mechani sns for dealing with that. But it shouldn't
enter into the equation of whether or not you're
going to in effect go around the | aw so-to-speak.

M. Rozzell in his late-filed papers yesterday asked
you to waive state law, and | think that's inportant.
Today, | didn't hear himsay waive it, but that's
what he said yesterday in his email, he wanted y' al

to waive state | aw because it was state policy to
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keep all these kids together. You can't waive state
law, can't waive the statute; you can't create a
statute. So for all these reasons we believe the
prudent and wi se course of action is to deny the
appeal .

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Thank you. We'd
like a summary fromyou, Ms. Davis, as to what --
just a summary, short sunmary, and state to us our
options in proceeding in this particular action item

MS. DAVIS: Ckay. So if we are -- you are going
to entertain the children separately, one or --
entertain themunder School Choice Act and then
Qpportunity School Choice Act, under the Public
School Choice Act of 2015 -- if, like | say, Forrest
Cty has, you know, provided docunentation to us that
t hey are under a desegregation order and that we
don't necessarily have any information, or we would
have to interpret that it is, you know, unitary or
somet hing of that nature, then, of course, you can do
what you choose. But how it has been done,
general ly, they're under a desegregation order which
woul d prevent transfer. Under Qpportunity School
Choice, if the child is in a distressed school and,
you know, they can take them vyou know, you could

grant that. There is a state statute that does say
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that there's a continuity of education that, l|ike I
say, Is outside of the Public School Choice Act that
says for students who are siblings of children, you
know, who have transferred under school choice that
there is -- you know -- that you can keep them

t oget her and choose to do that and it is outside the
act. However, so under state |aw you can transfer
them but any conflict it would have with the
desegregati on order | cannot say. | nean, that would
require us to go back to interpret the desegregation
orders, which, you know, we've established that we
don't have the authority to do or the obligation.

So at this point you can either grant or deny in
whol e the applications. |If you want to, you know, do
t hem separately, grant one, deny one, or just vote on
t hem separately, under public school choice and then
do it under opportunity school choice, you can choose
to do that as well.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: | think one thing, | think,
that loons |large is the desegregation order; they
cannot be separated conpletely. You know, and the
Board --

MS. DAVIS: Right.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  -- may choose to do what
the Board --
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M5. DAVIS.: Right.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: - - chooses to do with a
notion. But I'mthinking that the shadow that is
there that, you know, that -- or the deseg order

casts a shadow on both, as far as |'m concerned, and

| don't know what the -- but what | understand from
you is that we're not legally bound -- though we can
separate --

MS. DAVIS: Right.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  -- we're not necessarily
l egal ly bound to separate themas two different
actions.

MS. DAVIS: That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  We can go with them both
under school choice --

M5. DAVIS: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  -- or we can split.

M5. DAVIS.: Right.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So | just want to nmake that
-- is that the --

M5. DAVIS: Yes. You can deny or grant in whole
at this point because it was presented as one appeal .

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ri ght .

M5. DAVIS: So you can do that as well. And I

know that -- and just to address the July 1 deadline

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

165

for response, you know, the lawis silent on, you
know, what penalties, if any, there are for not
responding on July 1. So, | nean, like | say, just
if you had any questions about that, the lawis
silent. So we would have to -- you know -- you woul d
have to put in penalties or no penalties where the
law i s not giving us any direction.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: | don't propose to speak
for the Board, but for nyself | think this probably
is one of the nost agonizing things to have to dea
wth and it's just -- it's a sad state, | think, and
this is just Toyce Newton's opinion, that something
isn't done, whether it be fromthe judicial
standpoint, to decide this issue. And, certainly, it
benefits attorneys -- and no disrespect to attorneys.
But | think as far as famlies and school districts,
they are on the side of getting the |east benefit
fromthis. So however it fleshes out, | just hope
and pray that it does because this is just -- this is
out side of reasonable and it's certainly -- it's
outside of reasonable -- 1'l|l stop there -- as far as
' mconcerned. So -- but we still have to as a state
board nmake a decision, and by virtue of that we're at
t he point where I'mgoing to ask for a notion.

think Ms. Davis has aptly expl ained where we can go
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with this and so by virtue of that here we are,
Boar d.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Madam Chair, may | ask an
inquiry of Ms. Davis --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Yes, sir.

COW SSI ONER KEY: -- that would --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Cl ear us up?

COW SSI ONER KEY: Well, maybe cl ear up
sonmething for ne. Because when we get these appeals
in the Department, before we send themto y'all, we
don't know the race of the famlies invol ved.

MS. DAVIS: That's correct.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Is that accurate, Ms. Davis?

MS. DAVIS: That's correct.

COW SSI ONER KEY: So when it comes to the
appeal and we see, you know, that there is a mnority
famly trying to transfer it kind of flies in the
face of commonsense to think that a desegregation
order is limting to a mnority famly looking to
nove. Ms. Davis, you know, we don't see that ahead
of time --

MS. DAVIS: Right.

COW SSI ONER KEY: -- and we only know t hat when
it gets to this point?

M5. DAVIS: Right. Well, you know, what they
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have done -- | nean, and it says that, you know, you
can't necessarily deny based on -- you nake your
deci sions on this, especially under opportunity
school choice. But this was brought up by a nenber
of the Board during | ast week's hearings that there
was a famly and -- you know -- and, again, the |aw
states that they have to do a genuine conflict; it
says a desegregation order or court-approved
desegregation plan. And we would have to interpret
whet her or not it would negatively inpact. And I
even think the opportunity school choice uses
"negatively inpact the racial balance.” So,
theoretically, you could nake the decision that it
woul d not inpact negatively the racial bal ance or
desegregation order by allowng a mnority famly to
transfer out. But it was brought up | ast week as
wel | .

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Dr. Barth

DR BARTH And on that issue, taking race into
account in that way would be problematic in the eyes
of -- we see that on Louisville, you know, Suprene
Court cases. Correct?

MS. DAVIS: Well, | nean, | think it wuld be
nore problematic under the idea that we woul d be

interpreting what the court-approved desegregation
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plan outlines. | think that's what it woul d be.

DR BARTH Can | -- | just need -- |I'mvery
clear on the public school choice, on the opportunity
school choice. In terms of -- and |'mvery clear on
the capacity part. But in ternms of the role of deseg
orders on opportunity school choice, can you talk
t hrough that one nore tinme? | apol ogi ze.

M5. DAVIS: No, you're okay. And |like you say,
it's something that has not, | don't think, been
brought up a lot, and | can read it to you; if you'l
just bear with ne, I'Il grab this. Let ne find it.
For lack of better terms, | can -- it just says that,
you know, if there are desegregation orders that
woul d negatively inpact a transfer then kind of under
t he provisions of a desegregation order the

provi sions of a desegregation order govern. And |

think that all -- nost of our transfer laws allow --
| mean, even a legal transfer is -- you know -- has
provi sions for desegregation orders. | think that

t hat kind of |ooks at whether or not we are getting
involved in the federal court systemin making those
det erm nati ons when we may or may not have the
authority or ability to do so.

DR BARTH. Ckay. So the rules are essentially

t he sane?
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M5. DAVIS.: Yes. They're not -- | nean, they do
not require a district to provide a conflict letter
or, you know, an exenption or there's no claimor
burden necessarily on the districts. It is just
sonmething to consider that if there are desegregation
orders then it would negatively inpact. It is a
consi der ati on.

DR. BARTH. Now when we -- if we were to deny
the opportunity -- any opportunity school choice
case, would we need to state whether the grounds were
based on capacity or based on an existing
desegregati on order?

M5. DAVIS: Well, because the appeal was
originally brought under a school choice it would be
up to you to choose whether or not to separate out
for school choice and opportunity school choice. You
can grant or deny it under public school choice,
because that's how this appeal was originally
brought. |If you choose to break it out -- and it was
a capacity issue -- then we could state that it was
for capacity. But because it was originally brought
under school choice, you could handle it under there
as wel |.

DR BARTH Ckay. Thank you. |I'mnuch clearer.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Al hearts and m nds clear?
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MR. RQOZZELL: | just have a brief clarification
as to that. The initial appeal was brought on July
27t h, because we've gotten no denials. And so it
referenced -- the only thing that at the time to pass

on July 27th, that nonment in time, for the appellate
time to cormence was the school choice denial.
Yesterday, after receiving the denial for the
opportunity choice we referenced the opportunity
choi ce and we appeal ed that issue as well. And that
was sent to Ms. Davis and M. Key by electronic mail
because at that point in time we had all the

i nformation necessary to do those appeals, and we
sent those also to Forrest City and Pal estine too.
So | want just to nake clear that both of the issues
were brought as to the appeals on the basis of each
i ndi vi dual statute.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  But you do -- do you obj ect
to M. Jones's contention that it's not Forrest
City's responsibility to neet that deadline, that
t here coul d have been sone collusion -- |'m not
suggesting there was col |l usion between the two, but
that certainly could have been a nechanismto have
t hat dropped off the table?

MR ROZZELL: As Ms. Davis said, there is no set

out -- | nmean, the provision is mandatory, of course,
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because it says "shall,"” but it doesn't say what's
going to happen in that case. Wen we applied, we
subm tted out applications both with Forrest City and
Pal estine because we've been going on with this for
three years now, we know how this works, so we know
they're going to be involved. So they had clear

noti ce of our application as of March 26th and again
on April 15th. So, you know, they could've submtted
or requested M. Estes to do a denial on school
choice. But | believe M. Estes considered our
application because it was made under both school

choi ce and opportunity choice and that's why he

consi dered his deadlines being August 1st, because it
was the later of the two deadlines. So, you know, we
believe that the statute requires a response by July
1 and | think that nore testinony woul d have to be
heard to show collusion, if that's what Forrest Gty
wants to show.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: No, |'m not suggesting

t hat .

MR ROZZELL: Thank you.

MS. DAVIS: Ckay. And just --

MS. ZOOK: | have a question --

M5. DAVIS: Ckay. I'msorry. You want to go
ahead?
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M5. ZOOK: | have a question for the
superintendent of Forrest City. Wuld there be any
poi nt --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  She has to be sworn.

MS. ZOOK:  Ckay.

M5. DAVIS: D d you get sworn in?

SUPT. HARDRI CK:  No.

M5. DAVIS: (Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Woul d you rai se your right
hand pl ease?

SUPT. HARDRI CK:  Sure.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Do you sol emmly swear or
affirmthat the testinony you' re about to give is the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?

SUPT. HARDRI CK: Yes, | do.

M5. ZOOK:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: And your nane?

SUPT. HARDRI CK: Tiffany Hardrick,
superintendent at Forrest Cty.

M5. ZOOK: Would there be any point -- or would
you have a position if these parents asked for a
| egal transfer? Do you have any idea how your board
woul d rul e on that?

SUPT. HARDRICK: Well, we've explored this issue

as well and | think that it reads that a school board
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cannot accept |egal transfers, a school district
that's under desegregation, a desegregation order.
Am | saying that correctly?

M5. ZOOK: | don't think that's accurate, but
t hat may be what you' ve been advised. Because | know
Pul aski County allows legal transfers and they're

under a big court order

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: | guess you could ask the
| egal -- our |egal expert.
M5. DAVIS: | |looked at this yesterday and | can

pul | up the exact |anguage. ©Ch, wait, actually, here
it is. It says that, you know, the board of
directors of a local school district are prohibited
fromgranting legal transfers in the follow ng
situations: whether either -- or when either the
resident or receiving district is under a deseg
related court order or has ever been and -- and
here's the key -- the transfer would negatively
affect the racial balance of that district, which has
or is under one. So the way that this reads is while
a desegregation order is, you know, factored in, it
is not the only factor; it's only if the transfer
woul d al so negatively inpact. And if in this case it
was determned that allowng mnority students to

transfer would not negatively inpact a desegregation
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order, then under this it appears that it would be
allowed. And then also, just real quick, under the
deadlines, like |I say -- and M. Rozzell did submt
hi s opportunity school choice yesterday, but the
appeal originally had been presented to us and to you
originally as a school choice. But the deadline for
school choice is May 1 to apply, and July 1 for
response. You have until July 30th to file an
opportunity school choice. There is no specific
deadl i ne on when you have to respond. | think it
says -- it may say 30 days, but you can apply up
until July 1. So the August 1st deadline for
response on opportunity school choice is not
necessarily --

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: Ckay. | hope we -- oh, and
who are you?

MR. BEAVERS: |'m Brad Beavers. | just don't
| ook as much |ike a | awer.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: So we don't have to swear
you.

MR BEAVERS. No, ma'am To followup on your
question, the "and" part of the legal transfer was
what Dr. Hardrick had not yet dealt with the |ast
year, of your question about the prohibition against

| egal transfer. She had not had to deal with the
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"and" part about "and effect.” So |I woul d advise her
in this particular case that that would be a board
decision on a legal transfer that we would take to
the board. And I'mthe one who's in Forrest City and
woul d be advi sing on those questions. But in the
particul ar question that you asked, we have not had a
request for legal transfer, but that issue would not
have been an i ssue.

M5. ZOOK: Well, will the board ask you what you
t hi nk?

MR. BEAVERS: The board makes its own deci sions,

but | would advise themas to what the lawis. Yes,

ma' am
M5. ZOOK: Right.
MR. BEAVERS: So --
M5. ZOOK: And you'd make --

MR BEAVERS. But as far as them naking a
decision, they won't -- no, ma'am they don't always
-- they don't take ny advice about nmaki ng deci sions,
other that what the law is.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So woul d the wi ndow be open
t hen under those circunstances of a |egal transfer
for the famly to either get what they want or if
they don't cone back before this body?

MR. BEAVERS: |'mnot sure. |'mnot sure that
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|'ve ever seen whether there's an appeal froma
denial of a legal transfer. |'ve never |ooked at it.
| don't think that -- you know, Comm ssioner M. Key

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: So we need to act on this?

MR, BEAVER Yeah. | don't think that there's
an appeal process on denial of a legal transfer.

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ckay.

MR BEAVER. But as far as the w ndow bei ng open
to ask the board, that may -- you know -- that's a
board deci si on.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Well, we're ready for a
noti on, Board.

M5. ZOOK: | nove that in the spirit of keeping
the famly together that we grant the request for
transfer.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So you' ve heard Ms. Zook's
notion that the transfer request be approved. |Is
t here a second?

(BRI EF MOMENT OF S| LENCE)

MS. DAVIS: Pardon ne?

CHAI RVAN NEWITON: | thought you were trying to
say somet hi ng.

M5. DAVIS: No, no.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  |s there a second?
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(BRI EF MOMENT OF S| LENCE)

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Then the notion dies for
| ack of a second. |Is there any other notion
regarding this matter?

DR BARTH I'll nove to affirmthe -- sustain
t he deni al based on an existing desegregation order
or at |east something that should be determ ned by a
court of conpetency.

MS. REITH  Second.

MR, WLLI AMSON: Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: So there's a notion by Dr.
Barth to sustain the recommendation, to sustain the
deni al of the school choice application, and the
second is by Ms. Reith. You heard the notion. Are
t here any questions? M. Saviers.

MS. SAVIERS:. Just to be clear, they can then go
and request a legal transfer?

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

M5. SAVIERS. (Ckay. Thanks.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any ot her questions? Al
in favor?

(MAJORI TY CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed?

M5. ZOOK:  No.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Zook opposes. So
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that's the end of that action item W need to take
a five-mnute break

M5. DAVIS: Before we break, the attorney for
the Goodall famly would Iike some clarification on
whi ch application that you' re denying. Like | say,

t he appeal was done under the school choice. And
while we did receive opportunity school choice froma
deni al yesterday, | think it's up to this board -- |
don't think they have to --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Dr. Barth, is that singular
or both?

DR BARTH It was -- the grounds were the sane
on both, in both cases.

CHAlI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ckay.

MS. DAVIS: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So, both applications. And
is that the consensus of the Board and the vote?

(MAJORITY OF BOARD MEMBERS ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAlI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ckay.

MS. DAVIS: Just two nore seconds. The Criss
famly | don't believe has shown back up. So if you
want to -- | mean, like | said, | have good news
followng this, but after we -- if you want to un-
table it and so you can go ahead and make a deci si on,

or not. But then the next three school transfers on
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the list, A-10, A- 11 and A-12, have all been
resol ved, so they will be w thdrawn.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  And al so A-13. Is that
correct?

MS. DAVIS: Yes; 10, 11, 12 and 13 have all been
resol ved satisfactorily, so they will be w thdrawn.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Wl |, we've got a sem -
enmer gency, so we're going to come back

(BREAK: 3:07 - 3:20 P.M)
A-8: CONSI DERATI ON OF APPEAL FROM DENI AL OF SCHOOL CHO CE
APPLI CATION - CRI SS

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: W' Il nove now to A-8 and
that would require us to get a notion to un-table
that action item Consideration of Appeal from Denial
of School Choice, Criss famly. Could we have a
notion to un-table this action iten®

DR. BARTH  So noved.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Moved by Dr. Barth.

MS. SAVI ERS: Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Second by Ms. Saviers. All
in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RVAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? Motion carries.
Ms. Davi s.

M5. DAVIS: The famly still has not shown back
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up, so I'mthinking that they're not planning to.

But like | said, Palestine-Weatley -- are they still
here? No. But Forrest Gty is. So Forrest City
woul d still like to go ahead and speak before you
make a vote on this. Forrest Gty is the non -- |
mean, the resident district.

MR. JONES: Under the circunstances presented,
we woul d sinply ask that the Board consider as part
of the record and as a statenent of our position
urging y'all to sustain the denial of the transfer
the matters we've submtted in witing to the Board.
And that w Il conclude our presentation.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Wl |, thank you.

MS. ZOOK: This child --

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Any questions?

MS. ZOOK: Is this child in an academ c distress
school ?

M5. DAVIS: No. This child would be entering
ki nder garten.

M5. ZOOK: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Do we have a notion
relative to this action item A-8?

MR, WLLI AMSON: Mve to sustain.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Move to sustain -- |

couldn't get that out -- by M. WIIlianmson. Second?
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|'s there a second?

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: By Ms. Dean. Any
questions? Al in favor |et us know by saying "aye."

(MAJORI TY CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed?

M5. ZOOK:  No.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Zook opposes. So the
notion carries.

A-14: CONSI DERATI ON OF WAl VER REQUEST FOR TEACHI NG LI CENSE -
LYNN D. LANG

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: So we' re now down to A-14,
Consi deration of Waiver Request for Teaching License.
And Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO | spoke with M. Lang about his
wai ver hearing request and we're asking that the
Board all ow us to postpone the hearing until next
nont h' s neeti ng.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So tabl e or postpone, which
isit? M. Davis?

M5. LIWO  Post pone.

CHAlI RPERSON NEWION:  Post pone. Do we have to
have a notion to postpone?

M5. LIVWO  Yes.

M5. REITH Mdtion to postpone till next nonth's

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

182

board neeti ng.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Motion by Ms. Reith to
postpone. |s there a second?

MS. SAVIERS: Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Second by Ms. Saviers. Any
di scussion? Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed? Ckay.
A-15: CONSI DERATI ON OF RECOVMENDED TRAI NI NG FOR PROFESSI ONAL
LI CENSURE STANDARDS BOARD CASE #T13-015B - SIMONE S. VAUGHN
CHAI RVAN NEWITON:  Then noving to A- 15,
Consi deration of Recommended Training for
Pr of essi onal Licensure Standards Board, S. Vaughn.
Ms. Liwo.

MS5. LIWO And I'mforgetting the month for sone
weird reason; I'msorry. | guess it's been a little
bit of a long day. But the last tine you heard M.
Vaughn's case she had requested a review of the
PLSB' s evidentiary hearing reconmendation. And the
Board voted to place her |icense on probation for two
years and assessed a $75 fine and required her to do
-- conpl ete professional devel opnent in the area of
portfolio assessnent, and counsel was instructed to
conme back before the Board wth a recommendati on on

the portfolio assenbly and assessnent training. And
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we have reached an agreenent on that; we've prepared
a proposed Agreed Order for the Board to consider and
you all should have copies in front of you. And I
can go through the terns of the order or -- in the
order -- according to the order, M. Vaughn woul d
have to conplete no |less than six hours of portfolio
assenbly and assessnent training by the end of her
probationary period. The training she receives would
have to address the preparation, alignnent and
scoring of portfolios. Specifically, the training
woul d have to provide instruction on devel opi ng study
topics aligning each portfolio to each individual
student's | EP, denonstrating student conprehension
and i ndependent work, and assenbling and assessing
and evaluating the portfolios. M. Vaughn woul d have
to contact either her |ocal education cooperative to
schedul e a training session or request that her
superintendent sign her up for training that's

of fered through the coll aborative efforts of the ADE
O fice of Student Assessnment and Questar. And, of
course, this training is in addition to any other
mandatory training that she's required to receive and
she woul d have to bear all the associated costs of
this additional training.

M5. ZOOK: | nove that we accept the agreenent
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and ask Ms. Newton to sign.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ask Ms. Newton to sign the
order?

MS. ZOOK:  Uh- huh.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  This Mss -- I'msorry;
there are two Ms. Newton's here now.

MS. ZOOK:  You're Chairwonan.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Chair Newton. Ckay. Thank
you. |Is there -- is the attorney, M. Burnett, here
or anybody on her behal f?

MS5. LIWO He is not here. He has, however,
signed the Agreed O der.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Ckay.

M5. LIMO And | just want to state on the
record -- I"'msorry -- that Ms. Vaughn does need to
provide the PLSB office with proof that she has
conpl eted the training.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. So we have a notion
by Ms. Zook to accept the conditions as outlined in
this agreenent. |s there a second?

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Second by Ms. Dean. Any
di scussion? Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any opposed? Do | sign the
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original or this copy that | have?

M5. LIWO Please sign the original. And | gave
you a blue folder earlier today; it's in there.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay.

A-16: CHARTER APPLI CATI ON TI MELI NES

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  The next itemis A-18,
Charter -- have | m ssed sonebody?

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Si xt een.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  |'m sorry. A-16, Charter
Application Tinelines. M. Perry.

MS. PERRY: Yes. Mary Perry, Coordinator
Division of Learning Services. A-16 is the Charter
Application Tinelines. The Board approves the
timelines and we're bringing those to you after the
Charter Authorizing Panel approved themon July 15th
for release for you. These are the open-enroll nent
di strict conversion and renewal charter applications
timelines. You'll see we're trying to get everything
on alittle bit nore accel erated schedule, as early
as we think we can do that, and get the renewal folks
to have the nost current data to discuss when they're
tal ki ng about having nmet their goals of their charter
and conparing it to other districts around them So
we're bringing those to you based on particul ar days

of the nmonth and then we'll put them out there on our
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cal endar of events -- or our charter cal endar of
events to get themout there and publish the specific
dates that things woul d be due going forward.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any questions? Ms.

Savi ers?

MS. SAVIERS: No. Go ahead.

DR BARTH  Just a quick question. So, you
know, we've heard before the timng, especially in
the rare instances in which we've renoved a charter
But, you know, parents and children really don't have
time to get in line for another charter or another
option. If a charter was renoved froma re-
appl i cant, when are we anticipating that woul d
happen?

MS. PERRY: W're anticipating that the renewal
applicants would be -- would go to hearing in
Decenber, which is earlier than they've gone before,
to the Charter Authorizing Panel. So, in January,

t he Board woul d then deci de whether or not to review
a decision nade by the Panel. And if you deci ded

that you wanted to review a decision, you would have
your hearing in February, which noves it up alittle
bit. Again, we would love -- Dr. Barth, we've heard
you | oud and cl ear and agree whol eheartedly; we woul d

love to nove it up alittle earlier, but we just want
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themto have their nost recent data too -- | know you
do too -- and | ook at that when they cone in to
di scuss renewal. So that was kind of why it's not

even a little bit earlier than that. And this would
be for -- 1 should point out, these are for renewal s
that expire in 2017. W can't go this early -- they
won't have that data as early as we've got proposed
here for those comng in. So it'|ll be later this
spring; it'll still be later this spring. And then
t he actual applications for charter will start spring
of '16 and then the renewals are spring of '17. So
it's going to be one nore year that it's later than
when -- even nmuch later than we would |ike for
renewal s. So pl ease know that.

DR BARTH Geat. Thank you. | appreciate
your working on this.

MS. PERRY: Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any ot her questions? Could
we have a notion relative to Charter Application
Timelines? M. Saviers.

MS. SAVIERS: Move to approve the proposal.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Moved - -

MS. ZOOK:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Moved by Ms. Savi ers,

second by Ms. Zook. Any questions? Al in favor?
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(UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Any opposed? Ckay. Then

t he notion passes.

CHARTER AUTHORI ZI NG PANEL ACTI ON ON OPEN- ENRCLLMENT

PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOCL AMENDMENT: OZARK MONTESSORI ACADEMY

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Then we're now at A-17, Ms.
Perry, Charter Authorizing Panel Action on Open-
Enrol | ment Public Charter School Amendnent, Ozark
Mont essori  Acadeny.

MS. PERRY: Yes, ma'am The next four itens are
charter anmendment itenms that were al so heard by the
Charter Authorizing Panel on July 15th. Qzark

Mont essori Acadeny was aut horized on Cct ober 16,

2014. This is a brand-new school. It has not --
well, actually, it just opened; it opened |ast week.
Al exandra visited earlier this week -- or it opened

this week. So it's up and running this week, but a
brand- new school. And they have asked for an

i ncrease of enrollnment from 120 to 140. They're just
accelerating their plan. Their plan all along was to
operate in grades K-6 with a maxi nrum enrol | ment of
120 for year-one, growing to K-8 with a maxi num of
280 by 1920 [sic], the fifth year of the charter.

And they appeared before the Board -- excuse ne --

before the Panel and asked to accelerate by just 20
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students there. You have on the phone -- renmenber
t oday --

MR. BRADBERRY: Not yet.

MS. PERRY: Ckay. Renenber, today is the
deci sion whether to review the decision by the
Aut hori zing Panel. And | would like to call your
attention to the fact, the very last thing in the
agenda, the very last couple of pages in your packet
of agenda, they are itens that show you how t he
Charter Authorizing Panel voted by nenber and their
reasons for the way that they voted. So you're going
to begin to see that routinely when those cone to you
so you can see who voted how and why. Even on itens
that they may not be required by rule to state
reasons, you're going to see that fromthe Panel

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Thank you, Ms. Perry;
we appreciate your questions [sic]. | saw Dr.
Barth's hand.

DR BARTH \Well --

M5. PERRY: They're calling in.

MR. BRADBERRY: | need to know if Ozark
Mont essori Acadeny is on the |ine?

MS5. NICHOLS: This is Rochelle Nichols with
Ozark Montessori Acadeny.

MR. BRADBERRY: Thank you very nuch
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH: Wl cone, Ms. N chols.
Is this a question about procedure before we get into

DR BARTH It's actually really just a
conpliment for -- and | neant to say it on the |ast
item-- just how hel pful this new way of presenting
t he docunentation is.

M5. PERRY: | don't get credit for that.

DR BARTH  Well, whoever gets credit. This is
-- | nean, this is -- 1 think this is going to cut
our time in dealing with these cases, you know, so
much, and this is really thoughtful. So thank you.

MS. PERRY: The chair, Deb Coffnman.

DR. BARTH Ch, inmmgine that, that she figured
out a system Al right. Geat. | don't have any
questions on this one.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON RElI TH: Thank you, Dr. Barth.
Ms. Saviers.

MS. SAVIERS: And based on this wonderful new
listing of how everybody voted and why they voted the
way that they did -- evidently, there's a |ong
waiting list and it was unaninmous. | nove that we
not reviewthis item

MR, WLLI AMSON:  Second.

MS. ZOOK:  Second.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Okay. All in favor say

"aye."
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH: Al against? Ckay.
That's a unani nobus vote.

MR WLLIAVBON: Ms. Zook.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Ms. Zook. My
apol ogi es. Ms. Zook voted against. |Is that correct

M5. ZOOK: No.

MR WLLI AMSON:  No.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  No?

MR, WLLI AMSON: She seconded.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Seconded. Sorry. Oh,

?

t hat was what you were saying. Sorry. | saw the two

there and then | was trying to -- | have to get used

to Deb's sign | anguage there. M/ apologies. Wll,
t hank you so nuch. So, Ms. Nichols, thank you for
joining the call but we won't need your testinony at

this time. And congratul ations on your waivers.

A-18: CHARTER AUTHORI ZI NG PANEL ACTI ON ON DI STRI CT CONVERSI ON

PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOOL AMENDMENT: LI NCOLN H GH SCHOOL NEW TECH
VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Mboving on to action

item A-18, we have the opportunity to consider the

di strict conversion public charter school anmendment

to Lincoln H gh School New Tech. M. Perry, you're
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once agai n recogni zed.

M5. PERRY: Thank you. Lincoln H gh School New
Tech was authorized back on January 9, 2011. They
are approved to serve students in grades 8-12 with a
maxi mum enrol | ment of 850. And, again, they appeared
before the Panel on July 15th and their request was
to renove New Tech fromthe nane and to renove their
partnership with New Tech. You'll notice that you
have the entire application for the charter in the
packet and they had gone through and stricken and put
in red the changes that woul d be made to the New Tech
pi ece so that | thought it was very easy to read.

And you have Ms. Courtney Jones, principal, |
believe, on the |ine.

MR BRADBERRY: Ms. Jones, are you on the |ine?

M5. JONES: Yes, | am H, this is Courtney
Jones.

MR BRADBERRY: Just hold; we'll see if we have
any questions for you.

M5. JONES: Ckay. Thanks.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Just to finish up this
item because Ms. Newton canme in, do any of the board
menbers have questions either for Ms. Perry or M.
Jones? Ms. Jones, thank you for joining the call.

Al'l right. Seeing no questions, do any of our
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col | eagues have a notion?

M5. ZOCK: | nove --

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Ms. Saviers?

MS. ZOOK: -- that we not review.

MS. SAVIERS: Second.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  Okay. So that was a
notion by Ms. Zook and a second by Ms. Saviers. Al
in favor say "aye."

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

VI CE CHAI RPERSON REI TH:  And any against? Al
right. That's a unaninmous vote. Thank you, Ms.
Jones, for your tine. W wll not need your
t esti nmony today.

M5. JONES: Thank you very mnuch

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Thank you, Ms. Reith. And
hopefully that's the last time I'll have to | eave,
maybe.

A-19: CHARTER AUTHORI ZI NG PANEL ACTI ON ON DI STRI CT CONVERSI ON
PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOOL AMENDMENT: PEA RI DGE MANUFACTURI NG AND
BUSI NESS ACADEMY

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: A-19 is Charter Authorizing
Panel on District Conversion Public Charter Schoo
Amendrent, Pea R dge Manufacturing and Business
Acadeny.

M5. PERRY: Thank you. Pea Ri dge was authorized
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on January 16, 2014. The charter is approved to
serve students in grades 11 and 12 with a maxi num
enrol I ment of 215. Again, on July 15, 2015, the
representatives were in front of the Charter
Aut hori zi ng Panel and they requested an anendnent --
they actually requested an anendnent -- a waiver
t hrough the anmendnent process of the nedia specialist
of those requirenents at the school. Again, | expect
that you'll have Charles Clark, director -- M.
Charles Cark, director, on the line.

MR CLARK: Yes. This is Charlie d ark.

MR. BRADBERRY: If you'll hold for questions.

MR, CLARK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any questions of M. Cark?
No questions? M. Saviers.

MS. SAVIERS: | nove not to review.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  It's noved -- notion not to
review by Ms. Saviers. Second?

DR BARTH  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Second by Dr. Barth. Al
in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Ckay. Any opposed? That

notion carries.

MR. BRADBERRY: Thank you, M. d ark.
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MR. CLARK: Thank you very mnuch

CHARTER AUTHORI ZATI ON PANEL ACTI ON ON DI STRI CT

CONVERSI ON PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOOL AMENDMENT: WARREN M DDLE

SCHOOL A CONVERSI ON CHARTER

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: So we're down to A-20,
Charter Authorizing Panel on District Conversion
Public Charter School Amendnent, VWarren M ddl e School
a Conversion Charter

MS. PERRY: Warren M ddle School was authorized
on January 16, 2014, and they're approved to serve
students in grades 6-8 with a maxi num enrol | nent of
450. Again, they appeared before the Panel on July
15th and they were requesting some changes to the GT
program M. Newton, there were some -- two
i ndi vidual s that appeared to be -- had indicated they
wanted to -- they signed in perhaps to say sonething
on -- | believe they put A-21, but | think they m ght
really have wanted to speak on A-20 that pertained to
Gr.

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Ms. Perry converses
wi th an unknown | ady in the audience.)

MS. PERRY: Ckay. There are sone fol ks here who
want to speak on the waivers of GI; she's telling ne
general |y speaking, so --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: COkay. Well, we could start
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-- sois it relevant to this particular application
or just --

MS. PERRY: No, it is not relevant to this
particul ar application.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So we'll wait and, Ms.
Perry, you can advise us when it mght be good to
insert that particular -- those folks to speak.

M5. PERRY: That'll usually be at the very end
of the neeting --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay.

MS. PERRY: -- when it's not pertaining to a
particul ar agenda item

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay. As it relates to A-
20, do we have a notion regarding the conversion
charter for Warren M ddl e School ?

DR BARTH  Actually, | have a question.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay.

DR BARTH And so | know on this one there was
a provision that there is satisfaction by Cctober 1st
about the services for Gfted and Tal ented students.
And it's really a procedural question; | mean, what
if that doesn't happen? What if we, you know,
granted the waiver, the anmendnent, and then for sone
reason, you know, that -- you know -- the ADE G fted

and Talented staff just don't think this is working,
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how woul d we handl e that?

M5. PERRY: The plan is still on the 15th. |
think that you' d see that that woul d be reported back
to the Departnment and we would work with the chair
and let the chair of the Panel know that. And they
m ght very well want to pull themright back in as
soon as possible at the next available neeting. That
seens to be it would be the appropriate protocol to
follow there, as you can call any charter back in at
any point. The Panel can call any charter back in to
take a |l ook at that. So should there be concerns
there the Panel can get them back in.

DR BARTH  You know, I'ma little worried that
-- you know -- that the -- this isn't set, because
they're apparently going to activate this for this
current -- this comng academc year. And I'ma
little worried that the Gfted and Tal ented program
at the school would not be submitted kind of on day-
one. So | do have sonme concerns in this case. |
mean, | know that there was a | ot of confidence on
the part of the Panel that it could be done, so I'm
definitely a little queasy about it in ternms of
timng, but | also amsensitive to the cl ock.

M5. PERRY: And you -- and | expect that you

have Carla Wardl aw, assistant superintendent at
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Warren, on the line.

MR. BRADBERRY: Ms. Wardlaw, are you on |ine?

M5. WARDLAW | am

DR BARTH | guess | will ask a question then,
if that's all right --

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

DR BARTH -- on this issue. M. Wardlaw, this
is Jay Barth. And ny question really does --

M5. WARDLAW  Yes.

DR BARTH -- it relates to the timng on kind
of getting the revisions to the Gfted and Tal ented
programin this proposal kind of put in place, you
know, so that students are able to begin to take
advantage of that early in the school year.

MR. BRADBERRY: Did you hear the question?

MS. WARDLAW Yes, | did. And we are -- we've
al ready schedul ed our students to -- our students are

-- | think the sound is nmessing up. But anyway, | et
me start over. Qur students have al ready schedul ed
for 6th, 7th and 8th grade; they'll be getting their
GT through their science plan. And we al so have
anot her pre-AP class that students will be observed,
and if they are recommended for the Gfted and
Talented they' Il be put in that class at that tine.

DR BARTH Ckay. And so -- yeah.
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M5. WARDLAW They' || be getting it on a daily
basis, not just 45 m nutes a week.

DR. BARTH  Ckay. And so when woul d those
identifications begin to take place?

MS. WARDLAW They take place imediately. Wen
they're in class, they'Il be in observation and there
wll be a test.

DR BARTH Ckay. Al right. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any ot her questions? Then
what is the pleasure of the Board relative to A-20,
Charter Authorizing Panel Action on District
Conversi on Arendnent, Warren M ddl e School a
Conversion Charter?

MR, WLLIAMSON: Move to not review.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  It's been nmoved not to
review by M. WIllianson. |s there a second?

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Second, Ms. Dean. Any
di scussion? Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON: Any opposed? Modtion

carries.

DI STRI CT REQUEST FOR WAI VERS GRANTED TO OPEN- ENRCLLMENT

CHARTER ARMOREL SCHOOL DI STRI CT

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Ms. Perry, we're down

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

200

to A-21, District Request for Waivers Granted to
Open-Enrol I nent Charter, Arnorel School District.

MS. PERRY: Yes, ma'am This is the very first
one here that you'll have for this. Act 1240 of 2015
allows a school district to petition the State Board
of Education for all or some of the waivers granted
to an open-enroll ment public charter school that
draws students fromthe school district. W do have
representatives fromthe Arnorel School District
here. Ms. Sally -- excuse ne -- Ms. Sally Bennett,
superintendent will begin the presentation. But,
first, we have Jennifer Davis who will discuss the
hearing procedures for today's neeting for the
benefit of the board and those listening, as well.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: I n addition to expl aining
t he hearing procedure, would you give us again sone
background on what the act is intended and what the
stipul ations and consequences of that are?

MS. DAVIS: Sure. Act 1240 was intended to
al | ow school districts that -- to get waivers that
any charter school that pulls kids fromtheir
district have -- or they can request the approval of
that. You know, we discussed during your work
session previously some considerations. The act

makes no provisions for, you know, granting
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provisionally, conditionally, and additionally, as
| ong as the charter school has the waiver. Wen you
grant a waiver that school district has the waiver
for the length of tinme the charter has. And there is
no provisions in the law at this point in tinme or
that was directly in that act for you to revoke it.
So just sonething to consider.

And the hearing procedures -- the district wll
-- everybody who's going to testify, other than
attorneys, will need to be placed under oath. And
then the district will get 20 mnutes to kind of
present their case for why they're requesting these
approvals. Anybody who would |ike to speak in
opposition to that, there is kind of a 20-m nute cap.
O course, you know, those timefranes can be extended
at the, you know, chair's pleasure. And so
opposition will have an opportunity to speak and then
the district will have 5 mnutes to kind of, you
know, wrap-up or have any rebuttal or anything |ike
that. At any point in tine, of course, you're
wel come to ask questions, but at the end of all the
testi mony, you know, the question-and-answer can
happen. And you can either choose to grant in whole
or in part the waiver request or you can deny in

whol e or in part.
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CHAI RPERSON NEWION: And the 20 m nutes includes
for counsel and the district?

M5. DAVIS: Yes.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Yes. (kay.

MS. DAVIS: The hearing procedures -- like |
say, you can grant additional tine as needed at your
pl easure, but there is 20-m nutes. And sane thing
for opposition. |It's kind of a collective 20
m nut es.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: Onh, it's a collective thing
that's for everybody or --

M5. DAVIS: According to the hearing procedures,

it just says that opposition wll have 20 mnutes --

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: | see.
M5. DAVIS: -- and if additional tine is
necessary --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. But they don't have
to take 20 m nutes?

M5. DAVIS: No. No, they have up to 20 m nutes.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Up to 20 mi nutes. kay.

M5. DAVIS: O less. 20 mnutes or |ess.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: All those that are not
attorneys that intend to testify, on either side,
support or opposition, will you please stand and

rai se your right hand. Stand, please. Do you
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solemly swear or affirmthat the testinony you're
about to give is the truth, the whole truth, and
not hi ng but the truth?
(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Your side has 20
m nutes. So are you al one?

SUPT. BENNETT: Yes, ma'am | am

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ckay.

SUPT. BENNETT: And | promise not to take 20
m nut es.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  That' s okay.

SUPT. BENNETT: GCkay. |I'm Sally Bennett; I'm
t he superintendent at the Arnorel School District,
and it's ny pleasure to be the first one on the bl ock
today. If | can work this frombehind me -- we're
very dedicated in our small rural school district to
provi de the very best education possible for our
students. This week during our professional
devel opment we' ve been tal ki ng about | earning targets
and bringing students in as partners in the |earning
process, and that's sonmething that we want to
continue. And we believe that sone of these waivers
wll help us facilitate the I earning for our students
in a nore effective and efficient manner by having

sonme flexibility to do sone of the things that the
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KI PP Delta school does, which draws sone students
fromny district.

Just a little bit of background, if | may.
W're kind of rich in history. The school was
founded in 1937, and | had the first |ady who wal ked
across the stage called me week-before-last, wanting
to endow a scholarship for an Arnorel graduate.
We're in the upper northeast corner of the state and
we got our name very unusually; it's from Arkansas,
M ssouri, and RE L. Wlson, to make Arnorel. So we
have a very strong and proud tradition.

We're community-strong. W are in the heart of
the steel mll area. W're partners with Arkansas
Nort heastern College. |In fact, in May | had a
student who graduated on Friday night with an
associ ate's degree from ANC, and Sunday afternoon
with a high school diploma from Arnorel Hi gh School .
So we're very involved in our local comunity, and
even nore in our part of the state.

We're al so one of those kind of different school
districts. W're one with a high weal th index
because of the steel mlls that are there. But |'d
also like to say that we've had a nunber of |ayoffs
in our area and ny enrollnment is declining, so that's

sonmething that we're very careful of. | don't
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recei ve state foundation fundi ng because we receive
noney i n excess of what is provided according to the
foundation formula. But we're very strong physically
and academ cal | y.

Qur elementary school received an "A" on the
School Report Card. W have snaller classes. W are
very in tune to response to intervention and data
driven decision-making. And this year |I'mvery proud
to say that ny kindergarten through second grade
t eachers have all been trained in dyslexia, and so we
know that we're going to be able to do sone really
point-in-tine interventions for those children.

Qur high school received a "B" report card
rating. W're not very happy about that, so we're
| ooking to continue to inprove. W' re technol ogy
rich. W had a grant |ast year for an EAST | ab.

They wote a grant in turn for an outdoor classroom
This year, we have a Perkins grant for a nobile app
devel opment class. So we're pretty excited about

t hat opportunity, as well. Qur students are involved
in comunity activities and they continue to do well
on assessnents. As you can see on the slide, we
typically out-performthe state average on ACT
scores.

In regard to these particular waivers, we have
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done quite a | ot of comunication regarding the
things that we're asking for. The district
adm ni strative teammet this sumrer and had
di scussions. W discussed it at our |ocal school
board neetings in June and July. There was an
article in the Gazette on July 19th that referenced
the Arnorel School District's waiver request. |In our
board neeting on Monday ni ght the board passed a
resol ution supporting these waivers. The follow ng
day, | met with our personnel policy conmttee and we
tal ked about that. And then the next day | had a
di scussion with ny entire faculty regarding the
wai vers that we're asking and then today it was in
our |ocal newspaper.

So we're asking for these four itens, basically.
W' re asking you to give us relief on the alternative
| earning environnent. As you can see in your
application, this is ny fourth year as superintendent
of the Arnorel School District. W have not placed a
student in ALE during that tine. W still conplete
t he program approvals; we still do the reports; and |
have an approved programfor this year. But we're
| ooking to be as student-centered in providing the
nost | east restrictive environnent possible. W're

smal |, 424 kids. | hope it's going to be that nuch
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when we cone back on Monday. And we're able to
respond pretty quickly when we see students who are
struggling, who are falling, who are dropping between
the cracks. And | think that we can best neet these
needs of our students in other ways than through a
structured, formatted programthat is prescriptive in
what the requirenents are.

The second wai ver request we're asking for is
cl osing the achi evenent gap taskforce. Here again,
we're responsive. Qur achievenment gap is fairly
small. W're working on that. W're not even really
a township; we're nore of a conmunity at Arnorel.

And so to get sone of the people together who are
identified as required nenbers of that taskforce can
be very challenging for us. So we're trying to work
to neet those needs, and | think our academ c success
is indicative of that.

Now the two things that | thought m ght would
cause a little bit of eyebrow raising are the duty-
free lunch and the planning tinme. Qur teachers are
very generous with their tine. They frequently neet
at lunch; they tutor students; they hold club
nmeetings. So it's really not so much an issue with
t hem gi ving up sone of that time on occasion, and the

same thing wwth the planning tine. The new ACSIP
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requires that our teachers neet in a | eadership team
twice a nonth for an hour. Qur planning -- our class
periods are 48 mnutes long, and that's not an hour.
And so we're looking to find sone way that we can
have some nore flexibility in being able to have sone
of the meetings that we need to have, maybe work
through a planning tinme in a working lunch. | think
teachers woul d probably be willing to do this anyway,
but it would be nice to have an official waiver for
us to be able to act in this manner. Not a single
teacher came to see nme after we tal ked about it. |
intentionally hung around just to nmake sure that
there was no problens with what we were proposing.
Qur teachers are there for our students.

So |I'masking for these waivers for three main
points: it offers us increased flexibility; it aligns
with actually our current practice; and it hel ps
i ncrease our operational effectiveness. W think
that we can spend our tinme wisely in serving our
students better. 1'd be happy to answer any
questions that you have at this tine.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Any questions?

MS. ZOOK: | have a question that | think maybe
M. Giggs can answer. |Is he still in the room or
if someone else could answer it? | don't really know
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the difference between the CEP and the Provision 2
that has -- that's related to your first request.

And wi thout that information | don't know that | can
make an infornmed decision on that particular one. O
maybe you can explain it; that would be great.

SUPT. BENNETT: Let nme get to that so | can see
t he exact reference. | did have sonme help.

M5. ZOOK: It's the rules governing the
standards for accreditation and distribution of
student special needs funding.

SUPT. BENNETT: | can answer that question. Let
me | ook back through here. Those were --

M5. ZOOK: Ms. Barnes?

SUPT. BENNETT: We receive no noney on
alternative | earning environnent anyway.

MS. ZOOK: Yeah, | didn't think so. That's why
| wasn't sure of the wording.

CHAlI RPERSON NEWION:  Ms. Barnes, could you --

M5. BARNES:. Wat was your question? |
apol ogi ze.

MS. ZOOK: What's the difference between the CEP
versus the Provision 2 funding as referenced on her
request on the ALE? It says, "The rul es governing
the standards for accreditation and distribution of

speci al needs funding."
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M5. BARNES: kay. And |I'm assum ng that what
she's saying or stating here is that because under
t he rul es governing standards for accreditation
they're required to have alternative | earning
environments. They are also required with respect to
speci al needs funding and howit's -- the categorica
funding really. ALE is a part -- ALE funding was a
part of that. So based on this that sounds |ike what
she was tal king about. Wth respect to Provision 2
and community eligibility, then you're |ooking at
federal funding sources which would require a certain
percent age of your student population to be free-and-
reduced lunch. You can then apply to be a Provision
2 school. | don't think that you have to have a
certain percentage. But you can apply once you've
nmet a threshold to be a Provision 2, where you coul d
then feed your students, all of your students, and
treat themthe sane as you would if they were
Provision 1. But you would also have to track and
provide the funding streamfrom operating or another
source to reinburse that back to the district. So
unless -- oh, M. Wilter is behind ne and he's an
attorney, so he may have sone additional information.
But having -- the way this is witten, that's what it

appears that --
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SUPT. BENNETT: Yes.

M5. BARNES:. -- that she was asking for. She's
asking for relief fromthe requirenents under the
standards for accreditation, as well as state
cat egorical funding rules.

SUPT. BENNETT: Thank you.

MR. WALTER: Madam Chair, may | briefly address
the Board at this point?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  And who are you?

MR VWALTER  Tripp Walter.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: No, seriously, | know that.
Go ahead.

MR. WALTER: Thank you. Madam Chair, Menbers of
t he Board, Conm ssioner Key -- Ms. Barnes did an
excel l ent job of explaining everything. | just
want ed to make hopefully a couple of brief points
that mght clarify everything. The ADE staff has put
t oget her a docunent to assist charter and now | think
al so applies to school district applicants for
wai vers and commonly granted waivers. And in sone
areas where a charter applicant, and now a district,
asks for waivers there's a preferred way, as |
understand it, that ADE staff requests that those
wai vers be handl ed; in other words, a certain

package, if you will, or groupings of all the various
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statutes and departnental rules that mght apply in a
particular area. And what Superintendent Bennett has
asked for here is that common package, so-to-speak

MS. ZOOK: Ckay. And also KIPP is the schoo
that draws kids fromyour district. |Is that correct?

SUPT. BENNETT: Yes, ma'am

M5. ZOOK: And do they have any enpirical
evi dence that the wai ver you've asked for, the second
wai ver, it narrows the TAG group gap?

SUPT. BENNETT: Not that |I'm aware of.

MS. ZOOK: And the duty-free lunch -- | think ny
concern there -- |'ma student of Madeline Hunter and
she was a real big advocate for respite wth new
demands. And |I'mnot sure but what -- of course,
was -- |'ve worked with el enentary and secondary, and
el ementary doesn't have a prep period so-to-speak
i ke the secondary does in many instances. So |'m
not sure but what a teacher not having any demands
for a period during the day -- | think that's
probably a good thing for her to have, or him

SUPT. BENNETT: Qur teachers all do have pl anned
instructional time daily, and | certainly wouldn't
keep anyone from having | unch.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any ot her questions? kay.
Ms. Dean.
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MS. DEAN:  Well, | have issues with what M.
Zook said, the last two itenms. | understand that
you're saying as far as the teachers being willing to
give up time as far as lunch and willing to give up
time for planning. And if I'mnot m staken, | read
in the Arkansas code that they are able to do that
but they receive conpensation, if |I'mnot m staken.
So that still allows for teachers to use that tine to
pl an and use that tine for lunch, if they so choose
to. But | have to agree with Ms. Zook that it is
quite beneficial for a teacher to have that down-
time. | mean, even as a parent you're a better
parent when you have tine; when nommy has tine, it's
better for everybody in the house; because if nomma
doesn't get a break, it can be kind of ugly. So |
think -- | have issues with waiving that break tine
for teachers. | understand wanting to go above and
beyond; |'ve done that nyself. But | think it should
be an option. | don't think we should waive that,
and | think they should be conpensated for their
time, if they so choose to use their lunch or use
their planning tine.

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON: Wl |, thank you for that
comment. And we al so have our expert; M. New on

woul d you give us your comment on that, or any other
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-- any of the other proposals? Because | think

you're in a unique position. | know Ms. Zook is;

she's experienced. Yours is nore recent.

MS. QUI DA NEWION: | do what you're talking

about, give up lunch tine or give up planning period

time.

But | know as a teacher that the nost

inmportant thing that | can do for ny students is to

be well-planned. And when you're -- you are an

excel

| ent superintendent and |'m sure you've got

great principals, but what's going to come down the

i ne,

you know, m ght not be as good. And if those

t eachers have given up that planning tine, that's

vi t al

for your students; they have got to have that

planning tine. And that planning tinme would be to

pl an

bet ween math departnments or literacy or a co-

t eacher, whatever it has to be, but they' ve got to

have

that planning time. |It's vital for the success

of the students. And, you know, it's an option, you

know,
--

t hat .

J ust

that they can do that, but to just -- you know

woul d have as a teacher great problens with

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON: All right.
SUPT. BENNETT: And may | clarify?
CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  And t hen before you do, |

think I want to rem nd, too, everybody that once
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a waiver is granted they cannot cone back and un-do.
In the event that sonething comes up that is
controversial or that doesn't work, it cannot be
undone. But, yes, your conment, please.

SUPT. BENNETT: |'mcertainly not |ooking for
this to be an everyday or even necessarily an every
week kind of occurrence. But the statute says it's
an individual planning tine and |I'm | ooking for
teachers to be able to do sone of that collaboration
that you're tal king about w thout having to
conpensate themfor neeting between the math and an
English teacher or -- we're using the literacy design
col l aborative and | ooking at sone of those
nmet hodol ogi es. And the ACSIP now requires that that
| eadership teamneet as well twice a nonth. W're
not | ooking for extended lengths of time, but having
sonme flexibility when we need to do a few things that
we can do that. Again, aligning what we're currently
doing in practice with what we could possibly have
approval for under a waiver, as sonme of the charter
school s do.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Dr. Barth

DR BARTH Yeah. And | won't talk about the
planning tinme with you. | do share the concerns of

some folks up here. | want to hit the other two
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areas where you' ve asked for waivers where | have
sone concerns as well. And one is the ALE issue, and
it's grounded primarily in the fact that you have not
had ALE students in recent years. But, you know, ny
real concern is we as a state have a responsibility
to educate all children, and | don't -- all students
-- and | don't doubt that you work really hard on
that. But we know that ALE students do require extra
fundi ng and extra energies. Because, as Ms. Newton
just said, you know, because this would be a
permanent waiver, it really is troubling that this
woul d kind of, you know, |ock the district in in not
necessarily addressing the needs of ALE students
noving forward. And I know and I'mglad it's not a
chal l enge in | arge nunbers at this point, but we
don't know if that's always going to be the case.

And so that's an area of concern

|1l make anot her comment and then you can
respond.

And then | do have particular concerns on the
taskforce on closing the achievement gap. | nean,
your gap is not as large as other places but it's not
small. And | think this reliance that you state here
on other conmunity organizations to try to step in

and take care of that | think really m sses the point
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of those local taskforces. | nean, it really is
bringing people fromdifferent sectors together to
think collectively about how to tackle the
achi evenment gap issues that are distinctive to your
community. And | understand folks are busy in the
community; it's hard to get everybody involved in
that who the statute |ays out needs to be invol ved.
But | think to give up on that entirely at the school
level is really, really problematic. But any
coments you want to make, but those are my concerns.
SUPT. BENNETT: Certainly. And | understand
your concerns. Again, we're very small and the ALE
issue -- | do think the students' needs have to be
met and we want to do that wth all our students, and
the district is very conmtted to doing that. But we
think that we can neet those students' needs w thout
separating themand sending theminto a nore
restrictive environnent, and that's really what we're
| ooking to do is intervene early and often to better
neet those students' needs. And with the taskforce,
we' ve been neeting. W can't always get everyone
that the statute states, just to be quite honest, but
we do neet. We're a very small community, |ike |
said. | actually have 390 enrolled; we'll see if I

get nore than that when school starts next week. And
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they're very active and they're very supportive, and
| have strong partnerships and talk frequently wth
| ocal industry and our |ocal Chanber of Conmerce.
It's not that we're not having those conversations.
So I'm 1l ooking for just an opportunity to | ook at
sonme things a little bit differently, to personalize
the school at Arnorel to reflect our conmunity's
needs.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Any further questions? M.
W I Ilianson.

MR WLLIAVBON: | don't have any questions.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Ckay.

MR. WLLIAVSON: Just a general comment. |
nmean, when we're considering these waivers, | nean,

t hey' re permanent and --

MS. ZOOK: Until the -- unless a charter |oses
its --

MR WLLIAVSON. Right. Unless a charter |oses
its charter; you're correct. But, you know, perhaps
sonme of these changes, you know, may not just be best
for Arnmorel but maybe all of the public schools in
the state. I'mjust -- I'mtrying to think a little
bi gger than just -- no offense to the northeast
corner of the state; you know, fol ks from Texarkana

may |ike the privilege of, you know, having sone of
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t hese sane waivers as well. If they're good for one,
you know, perhaps they're good for all. That's ny
only coment .

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Wl |, but the act doesn't
address that. | know you know that.

MR WLLI AVSON:  Unh- huh.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  But to suggest those where
the charters -- where the school districts are
subject to losing students to charters, so --

MR, WLLI AMSON:  Sure.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Your point is well taken
t hough. Okay. Any further questions? |If not, can
we have a -- oh, do you have a question or notion?

M5. SAVIERS: No, | just -- this is the first
one of these and just as a group | think it's
probably inportant for us at this point to just Kind
of talk a little bit about how we're going to address
this going forward, just so we're consistent.
think what -- and 1'll go first. But | think what
strikes ne is the permanence of these decisions. And
this superintendent |ooks amazing and |I'm sure that,
you know, Arnorel will continue down a positive path,
but at what point would things change. And that's --
| guess that's going to be ny personal concern. You

know, the ALE thing, | understand what you're saying
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but |I also -- and if there was a different
superintendent under different circunstances it could
be harnful to students. So that's where | amright
now and woul d | ove to hear what anybody el se thinks.

DR BARTH | would think -- | nean --

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Dr. Barth

DR BARTH: -- | think | agree entirely and |
simply -- | wish the legislation had been crafted in
a way that allowed the piloting of some of these
wai vers so that we could figure out if they worked or
didn't work. It's this permanence that really |
t hink creates some chal | enges, not to prejudge any of
the others to cone because there could be sone that
make really perfect sense for a particular school.
But | just wish that it had been created as a pil ot
project rather than a permanent wai ver.

MR WLLIAVBON: Isn't Arkansas the only state
to allow these sorts of waivers? Aml|l --

COW SSIONER KEY: | really can't answer that,
if we're the only state that would all ow wai vers such
as this. Don't know.

MS. ZOOK: | think that was why the idea of a
pilot thing is why I was asking if we had
denonstrated at KIPP, where this is a waiver, is it

wor ki ng, has it done anything; and if not, we
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woul dn't want to do it somewhere else, and if it is,
we would want to do it sonmewhere else. So | think if
the districts could come in and say, "I want to do
this because over here at this school it's working"
-- and we also may want to | ook at these other

charters and say, "You' ve got this waiver and you

still have the issue.” So, do we need to pull out
t he wai ver.
DR BARTH | think that's a great point. |

nmean, in |ooking at these down the line if the
district could bring clear evidence, you know, that
t hese have worked in that place, then | think it
woul d be a different -- | would still have worry that
it would be a permanent thing, but, | mean, it would
be sonething to go on. And in many ways, this
proposal is really kind of thinking about the past
and what hasn't nmaybe al ways been so easy in a
district. And | think we need to al ways be thinking
about the future because these things are the future.
CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  But there's a little bit of
difference, | think, Ms. Zook, in terms of the way I
look at it. It depends on the -- | think -- | don't
even think you can conpare a charter to a regul ar
school necessarily; it depends upon where they draw

fromw th the popul ati on and denographics of a
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particular charter. So to conpare KIPP even to
Arnmorel is a vast -- you know -- that's a stretch,
you know, in a sense, so -- and it may not be a
stretch, but it could very well be a stretch because
it could be a totally different popul ation of young
peopl e.

M5. SAVIERS: It is.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Well, it is. | just was
| eaving that to your inmagination. But, you know,
there is. In fact, you know, theory m ght be that it
woul d work better for themthan KIPP, but -- so |
don't think we can use a conparison of the data to do
a nmeasure. And the other thing | think we should be
cogni zant of is the fact that we can at any tinme for
valid reason revoke waivers of a charter or revoke a
charter.

MS. ZOOK: Right.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So that's another thing to
consider, that we do have the ability to do that, and
that we don't in this situation, so just -- for
conversations sake and deliberations sake al so.

MR WALTER. Madam Chair, nmay | make a comment ?

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Certainly.

MR WALTER: Al right. Most of you have seen

me here before on this sane issue wth open-
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enrol I ment public charter schools. And let ne say,
first off, then and now | deeply -- | know
Superi nt endent Bennett deeply respects and
appreciates the diligence with which you al ways
approach these matters and al ways taking into account
what's best for the students, both now and in the
future. The only thing | would add to the
conversation, with all due respect, is, as you know,
Act 1240, | believe, was crafted and passed for the
reason of giving school districts the opportunity to
have the same flexibility in various areas that open-
enrol I ment public charter schools enjoy. And I

under stand and appreciate and don't mean to do
anything to disrespect everything that you all have
sai d about the concerns. The only thing |I would say
is this: | think that Arnorel has taken that into
account and it responds -- has taken a very well -
reasoned approach, tried to | ook at what exactly
woul d work in its experience for its school. |

under stand that concerns have been raised, as

adm ni strators may not be there forever; things
change. But | would put to you, or rem nd you,
guess, that | think Superintendent Bennett and her
fol ks have done a very good job of |ooking this --

| ooking at this in a very precise, well-reasoned and
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crafted manner. And | know with the open-enroll nments
one thing the authorizers do, both at your |evel and
the Panel, is when we're tal ki ng about provision of
services, shall we say, is always to | ook at, Ckay,

if we grant this, what will be -- what will the
school replace it with to nmake sure that the
students' needs are net? And | truly believe that
this is the tack that Arnorel has taken here. For
exanple, with the ALE, obviously, there's going to be
concern about going away fromthat conpletely. But
in my opinion, | think Superintendent Bennett and her
fol ks have done a very good job of trying to tell you
how students with those type of needs wll be

handl ed. It certainly won't be a situation where

t hose students' needs won't be nmet; it will be done
inadifferent way and, in her opinion at least, it
not a nore effective way. So | appreciate your tine
and patience and the diligence of your review Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Are there any other
questions by the Board? If not, are we ready for a
notion? | don't know if we would take them
individually. Are you presenting the whol e package,
or packet, or are you submtting themindividually?

SUPT. BENNETT: M understanding is | was
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submtting themall, but you can approve or
di sapprove any or all.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Right. That's what the
attorney said we can do, in whole or in part. So
we're | ooking now for a notion fromthe Board.

M5. ZOOK: | nove that we take themin part.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. That's a
recomendation. | guess we're |ooking for a notion
then. O do we have to have a notion for that?

COW SSIONER KEY: | think | could answer it,
but I'd rather one of the attorneys answer it.

M5. FRENO If you're going to take themin part

-- so if you're tal king about granting sonme and

denying sonme -- is that what you nmean by "in part?"
M5. ZOOK: | don't know what the result of the
vote woul d be, but | just thought it would be a good

i dea because |'mfor sonme of them and not for.

MS. FRENO Yeah.

M5. ZOOK: So that's ny notion.

M5. FRENO | think that it would be a good idea
for the Board to vote individually. Now there are
four categories of the waivers that are being
requested, so the Board could vote on each category
i ndi vidual ly.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So that's what |'m asking,
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not for an "in part" or whatever. But if you have a

notion -- if you would nake a notion for the one or
ones that --
MS. ZOOK: | see. kay. Yes, uh-huh. | nove

that we grant the waiver for one, two and four, and
deny the waiver for three.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Do you want to tell us what
-- bring it back up on the screen again so we can
revi ew?

MS. ZOOK: The ALE rules is the first one; the
taskforce is the second one; and the daily planning
period in the smaller bit of time is the fourth one.
| would nove that we grant all of those. But | would
nove that we deny the request for not having duty-
free |unch.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Wy don't we do this; if
you don't mnd, if this works good, why don't we do
the three that you're proposing be approved and
operate on the third one or fourth one |ater?

MS. ZOOK: That's fine wth ne.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay. Okay.

MS. ZOOK: I'mjust --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Woul d that be easier for
ever ybody?

M5. ZOOK: |'m pl ow ng new ground.
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CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Okay. And so aml, if I go
back and I, you know, go back on sonething | said we
weren't going to do, and do it. O would it be
better to go back to the original suggestion, do them
one- by-one?

M5. SAVIERS:. | think one-by-one.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  One- by-one. Ckay. Let's
start. So, you start.

MS. ZOOK: | nove that we approve the ALE rules
wai ver .

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  So it's been noved by Ms.
Zook that we approve the waiver for the Arnorel
district, specific to alternative |earning
environment. You've heard the notion. 1Is there a
second?

MR, WLLI AMSON: Second.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Second. kay. There's the
second by M. WIllianson. Al -- any further
di scussion? Gkay. Al in favor -- could we have a
roll-call? Wat do you think?

COW SSI ONER KEY: | think this sheet is going
to be indeci pherable, but that's okay. Okay. M.
Rei t h.

M5. REITH  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Dr. Barth.
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DR BARTH  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. Bl ack.

MR, BLACK: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Saviers.

M5. SAVI ERS:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Zook.

M5. ZOCK:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. WIIianson.

MR WLLI AVMSON:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Three yea's, five nays.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  kay. Then the notion
fails. Wiat is the pleasure of the Board as it
relates to closing the achievenent gap taskforce?

DR. BARTH I'll nove to deny the waiver request

on closing the achi evenent gap taskforce.

MS. REITH | second that.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay. So it's been noved
by Dr. Barth and seconded by Ms. Reith to deny the
wai ver of -- the second waiver request, closing the
achi evenent gap taskforce. You' ve heard the notion.

Are there any questions? Again, M. Chair, could we
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have a roll-call?

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Reith.

M5. REITH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Dr. Barth.

DR. BARTH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. Bl ack.

MR BLACK:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Saviers.

M5. SAVI ERS:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Zook

M5. ZOOK: No.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. WIIianson.

MR, WLLI AMSON:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Six yea's, no nays.
CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. So the notion passes

to deny the waiver for the closing the achi evenent
gap taskforce. Then, we're now at the third request
and that is a waiver of duty-free lunch. Can we --

do we have a notion?

M5. REITH | nove to deny the waiver for a

duty-free lunch peri od.
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CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. The nmotion is by Ms.
Reith to deny the request for duty-free lunch. Is
there a second?

MS. DEAN:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Second by Ms. Dean. A
roll-call also on the denial -- request for denial
for duty-free |unch.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Reith.

M5. REITH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Dr. Barth.

DR. BARTH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. Bl ack.

MR. BLACK: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Saviers.

M5. SAVI ERS:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Zook.

M5. ZOOK:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. WIIianson.

MR, WLLI AMSON:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Seven yea's, one nay.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Okay. The notion passes
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for the denial of the duty-free lunch. The fourth
and final waiver request is for planning tine. Do we
have a notion?

M5. DEAN: | nove that we deny the waiver for
pl anning ti me.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Moved for denial of the
wai ver request for planning tinme by Ms. Dean. |Is
t here a second?

MS. SAVIERS: Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Second by Ms. Savi ers.
Ckay. Any discussion? Gkay. Could we have a roll-
cal |l .

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Reith.

M5. REITH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Dr. Barth.

DR. BARTH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. Bl ack.

MR. BLACK:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Saviers.

M5. SAVI ERS:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Ms. Zook.

M5. ZOOK: No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Dean.

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

232

M5. DEAN:.  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. WIIianson.

MR, WLLI AMSON:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Six yea's, two nays.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. That notion al so
fails. Thank you for your tinme and your interest and
your passion.

SUPT. BENNETT: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: The noti on passes to deny.

MS. ZOOK: It's like two negati ves.

(END OF VOLUME 1)
( TRANSCRI PT CONTI NUES | N VOLUVE 2)
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A-22: DI STRI CT REQUEST FOR WAI VERS GRANTED TO OPEN- ENROLLMENT
CHARTER: BATESVI LLE SCHOCOL DI STRI CT

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. We're now at A-22,
District Request for Waivers Granted to Open-

Enrol | ment Charter: Batesville School District.

M5. PERRY: Yes. Again, this is Batesville
School District com ng before you with a list of
waivers. And | would |like to tell you that they have
wi thdrawn the fourth request on the form So they
had three -- they had four groupings and they've
wi t hdrawn the [ ast of those groupings. M. Harvey
Howar d, deputy superintendent, is here to begin the
presentati on.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  And t hat nanme agai n?

MS. PERRY: M. Harvey Howard, deputy
superi nt endent .

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. M. Harvey Howard,
cone forward, please. Wuld you raise your hand to
be sworn, please?

MR HOMRD: Yes, mm'am

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: Do you swear or affirmthat
the testinony you' re about to give is the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth?

MR HOMRD: Yes, ma'am | do.

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Thank you.
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MR. HOMRD: Let ne first see if | can operate
this. Good afternoon. M nane is Harvey Howard and
|'mthe deputy superintendent of the Batesville
School District. [1'd like to introduce our
superintendent, M. Gary Anderson, here; our district
curriculumdirector, M. Jennifer Douglas; and our
secondary curricul um coordi nator, M. Lisa Huff.
They're all here with ne and I"mexcited they' re here
because |'mnervous. But it is an honor for us to
cone before you today and request waivers for the
standards of accreditation for Act 1240. To us, Act
1240 is the nost rel evant and groundbreaki ng
| egi sl ation passed in the current environment of
public education as it provides charter-Ilike
opportunities for traditional public schools, Iike
Batesville.

Batesville is a school district of 3,014
students, Title 1 school-wde. W're a Title 3
district. W have over 400 ESL students in our
district, so we have a |ot of diversity in our
district that leads to all the progranms that we try
to provide. W believe as a district that enmotion is
the engine of intellect, so we try really hard to
provide that to our students, starting in

ki ndergarten. Batesville has four el ementary magnet
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school s that provide choices to our famlies that
best suits their children. Qur magnet schools
provide a wide variety of |earning of experiences,
and have tried for years to extend these prograns
into the mddle school, with a vision of carrying
t hem t hrough grades 10-12.

Act 1240 offers the flexibility that at one tine
we could only dream of and say, "What if we could do
this." Qur goal is to create |earning opportunities
Wi th career paths into areas that are relevant to our
students, offering classes taught by highly qualified
professionals in our community, and to create
i nternships and/or training with conpani es such as
Entergy, Wiite River Medical, FutureFuels, Bad Boy,
and al so reaching out to nationally certified auto
and di esel mechanics in our area. W also intend to
continue to develop the strong col | aborati on we have
wi th UACCB and Lyon College. Qur slides that we have
IS a response to the questions that were posed in the
emai | that we received.

The first slide that we have is the -- you saw
it there; it disappeared -- it's the essence of what
we believe, that all students we want to be career
and col | ege ready.

This next slide is about tine and rel ati onshi ps.
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W believe that we have to spend tinme with students
and famlies to develop relationships for our
children to be successful. W believe that these
wai vers will benefit our students by increased
partnerships in the community. W have a plan to
i nprove our RTI program and develop a really strong
RTI programin our high school to reach out and help
i nprove our high school graduation rate. W are
creating a period of tinme during the mddle of the
day -- our high school and junior high school operate
on a block day. So we are creating a period of tine
during the mddle of the day where our teachers can
have rel ati onships with students, contact parents, do
tutoring, and anything el se that the student needs in
devel opi ng a good rel ationship with those teachers.
W intend to have 12 to 14 kids assigned to each
teacher, that they can work with them and hel p them
not only to tutor but to nentor themin the path that
they may need to go in their career as they go
t hr ough hi gh school into post-secondary or into a job
field.

So those are the things that it's all about.
The thing about teacher collaboration with PLC -- our
district is really involved with the professional

| earning communities and PLCs. And we want to
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provide time. Tinme is a big deal in school, public
school. How can we provide time for our teachers?
And that's one of the waivers that we ask for, is
time. And we're hoping that during -- that we wll
be granted that waiver, but the problemis creating
time. Soin a 90-mnute block of time wth a kid we
can steal a few mnutes out of that 90-m nute bl ock
of time to provide teachers a tine to collaborate,
not only to work with each other and do professiona
studies, but -- and tal k about how they can help
their students, but also have the same bl ock of tine
in another day to work with our kids. So that's what
that's about, time and rel ationshi ps.

These are the goals that we have for Batesville
Hi gh School graduates and we believe that these
wai vers will hel p enhance us going that direction:
ef fective conmunication skills, task conpletion
skills, performance skills, and effective team
nmenbers. Being an effective team nenber is probably
one of the nost inportant skills our students can
| earn.

The first waiver -- again, this is about tine,
pl anned instructional day. W expect this to allow
us to expand our partnerships beyond traditional

educational institutions, into businesses and
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i ndustry partners. W hope to offer nore career and
techni cal pathways to neet individual student needs.
This may lead to students traveling off-canpus to
receive instruction or participating in internships
with | ocal businesses. A lot of tinmes they have a
programthey want to go into, |ike cosnetol ogy at
UACCB. All those classes have to be perfornmed there
because that's where the equipnent are -- is. So
it's a concurrent credit thing, and so they would be
of f-canpus for that block of tine. The curriculum
offerings will meet all curriculumrequirenments, of
course, but we may be able to provide these in the

| ess than 30 hours required per week for the
students, so that's what this waiver is about.

| didn't click again. | apol ogize.

Class size waiver -- this is scary. W've
assured our teachers we're not going to |l oad them up
wth 180 kids or nore than 30 kids in a classroom
But what we have encountered is we create classes for
ki ds and as you manage a school -- you know --
managi ng a school is |ike being on welfare al nost
because there's no increase in noney and you've got
kids com ng in and you have to manage the noney and
your students and your staff to provide adequate

education. So, we may have 150 kids in an Al gebra I
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class and then we get a famly nove in with four and
they're going into Algebra Il, so we overload that
class. And |last year we had to reorganize a whole
entire class at our high school because we had a
famly nove in with two kids and we had 152 here. So
it's just a mnor thing to do for us in hel ping
manage your building, is what it's about. It's not
about overloadi ng anybody. I1t's also about
anticipating as we add these new cl asses things are
going to shuffle around. 1It's going to require us
probably to add sonebody, but that's okay; that's
what schools do to serve the needs of students.

And the third and final is our educational
licensure -- education -- educator |icensure. W
work with local institutions of higher |earning,

i ncl udi ng UACCB and Lyon Col |l ege, as well as
professionals in the conmmunity who possess

out standing credentials to teach dually offered
courses. As we were looking into this, as a side,
wel di ng has al ways been an inportant part of what we
do or try to offer. But as you talk to engi neers
around the state, welding in our conmunity colleges
is really not up to par to provide the welding that's
needed at Bad Boy or sone other facilities or

FutureFuel s; they have to have special training. And
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we'd like to -- and | know Entergy has a really good
programfor that. W want to partner with them and
have a -- provide high-quality welding skills to kids
that want to go that direction. So that's one of
them Individuals hired as a result of this waiver
will neet all requirenents, such as crim nal
background check and child maltreatnent registries,
neeting requirenents for all other highly-qualified
t eacher status, other than licensure, if they teach
academ c core subjects. Just as another exanple,
we've had a really hard tine finding somebody for
drama. We recently had a teacher |eave for drama to
go to another district. W have a |ot of people in
Batesvill e that have theater degrees that could fill
into that, but they didn't have a teacher's |icense.
So that's just an exanple of how you can use that

wai ver to help you through this -- through a problem
The Batesville School District seeks to devel op

rel ati onshi ps with busi nesses and industry partners
that will provide real work experiences for our
students. The requested waivers will have little or
no physical inpact on our school district. W've
been real aggressive in |ooking at all the things
that are available to us as a school district, and

one of those things was the conputer science grants
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that we were offered, and we applied for and received
those. And we're excited about that and providing
sone pat hways for our students in conputer science in
a programcalled Project Lead the WAay. So we're
really excited about that. But these waivers that

we' re asking you for we do not expect to have any
physi cal inpact on our school district.

Fi scal and academ c effects and conpliance --
|'mnot going to read all these to you. The third
bullet for these waivers: if granted, we intend to
fully engage our community to hel p us prepare our
students to be ready to enter the workforce. And
this is not up there, but | nmade this note: we fully
bel i eve these waivers will help us to close the
achi evenent gap by engaging parents, community,

t eacher and students to the task of hel ping us and
our students toward |ifelong success as an adult.

Monitoring effectiveness of the waivers -- we're
going to use the interimtest that's going to be on
t he ACT, ACT Aspire and Common Core formative
assessment data that we have in literacy and math.
W're going to review the RTlI data in all buildings
and coll ect data on course conpletion and new course
code -- new courses added.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  You have approxi mately
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seven mnutes left.

MR HOMRD: You know, at home | did this in 10
mnutes. This should be the last slide. Yes.
Communi cation with stakehol ders -- the Board of
Directors, this is actually their idea. They wanted
us to be nore aggressive in the community and start
provi ding nore opportunities for students, so they
are one-hundred percent behind this. Qur staff is
aware of this. W've had staff neetings all sunmmer
tal ki ng about the curriculumwaivers that we're going
to propose. And there has been a huge article in the
Batesville Guard, which is our daily newspaper, on
the front page about all the things that we're going
to do or asking y'all for. Qur parents have been
i nvol ved through col | aborative nmeetings wth parent
i nvol verent through our Title 1 neetings. W even
started tal king about this this past spring. So the
community and the parents and the board are all aware
of what we're doing.

So that is the end of ny presentation and |I'd be
happy to take questi ons.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: COkay. Questions? Ms.
Dean. We'Ill just start on that end and go around.

M5. DEAN. | have a question on the second one,

section 10-2, class size and teaching load. So you
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want to nove that from 150 to 180?

MR. HOMRD: No. That's the request; we have no
intention of doing that. That's the standard that we
-- it's in the standards that no nore than 150.

MS. DEAN:  Ckay.

MR HOMRD: And I'mjust -- and | tried to
explain to you the why of that.

M5. DEAN. My question is, it says 7th through
12th, so -- per day. |Is that per grade? 1Is that 7th
grade --

MR. HOMRD: A teacher --

M5. DEAN. -- is your 150 or 7th through --
explain that to ne.

MR. HOMRD: A teacher can have a class |oad or
student |oad of 150 kids. |If they teach math all day
| ong, they can have 150 ki ds.

MS. DEAN:  Ckay.

MR HOMRD: So that's the standard.

M5. DEAN. (Ckay. And just a conment on the
third one, | like the idea of bringing people from
the comunity in to help with the deficiencies there
at the school, even though they may not be |icensed.
It sounds |ike sonething that's good to nme. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: A coupl e of questi ons.
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First, on your last slide you didn't talk real
specifically about teachers and their buy-in with
this, especially related to not only the class size
i ssue but then al so, you know, non-certified

per sonnel being involved in instruction. Could you
speak to that a bit?

MR. HOMRD: Yes. There's always a concern when
you start tal king about changing the way you do
things, and "I'mgoing to | ose ny job because you're
going to hire sonebody that can do it and they don't
have to have a license.”" So, but that's -- it's
wei rd, but we never even thought that as a question,
but teachers think of that all the tine, "you're
going to do something to harmne.” And we assured
themthat we're not and that's not the intent and
never will be the intent of any harmto any teacher
by bringing in sonmebody like this. 1t's to help
kids. And there's a |lot of highly qualified people
in our conmmunity that come in -- that can cone in and
offer learning to students. And so, does that answer
your question?

DR. BARTH. Sort of. You know, and | don't
question the real sense that fol ks who are not
certified have great value to bring to the teaching

and | earning exercise. But | think we all know t hat
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there are things about the training of teachers that
really works well, is very different than sinply
havi ng work experience or other experiences, and that
t he absence of that is worrisone to me in some cases.
And | didn't thoroughly get the sense that there was
buy-in by the teachers; | got the sense there was an
attenpt to kind of explain to teachers who had
concerns. But | don't disagree fully with the intent
here. | do have sone concerns about whether there's
been full buy-in and whether it's always wise to go
this route.

My bigger question is: I'mcurious why y'all did
not cone a conversion charter route on this. Because
t he proposal here sounds not dissimlar froma |ot of
t he other conversion charters that we have
ent husi astically approved in recent years, and so
that's why I'mcurious. | think I would feel nore
confortabl e about a conversion charter route because
it is not a permanent but instead, has regul ar
reviews. So |'d appreciate your thoughts on that.

MR HOMRD: Ckay. This is going to sound |ike
| ' m braggi ng, and maybe | am So Batesville School
District is a very progressive school district in
north central Arkansas. Qur magnet school program

for the last 12 years has won awards in -- with Lego
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robotics in the state; our EAST | ab has won awards
around the state. |'ve had Arkansas Hi ghway
Department engi neers cone into the building that |
was principal of at one time and pointedly asked ne,
"Is this a private school?" "No, ma'am it's a
public school." And our schools -- two of our
school s that are math/science, they have science

| abs, hands-on |abs that students go into. Wat |I'm
trying to explain to you is that we are way beyond
sonebody asking for a conversion charter to do
sonmething different. | think we're way past that.
VWhat we're asking for with these waivers is to help
us reach out to a group of children in our community
that we're unable to service because we can't get the
quality that they need to get that welder's
certificate or to learn how to do sonmething, |ike
auto nechanic or body work or sonething |ike that,
that's not really offered in our area anywhere. To
be a diesel mechanic you m ght have to go out of
state or way down in south Arkansas to get that
license. So we're working to provide kids an
opportunity to |earn, understanding that -- again,
|'mgoing to go back to nmy opening, that enotion
leads -- is a -- leads to learning. And if you can

engage students in sonething that they really |ove
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doing, they will pick up on the math; they wll pick
up on, "Hey, | really want to |earn how to read about
that," and they will start reading and be engaged in
that which will bring themto another level. And
|'ve seen that happen with students for 30 years, so
that's the reason we're asking for these; not that we
want to becone a conversion charter and do sonething
different, because we're doing a | ot of things
different already. So --

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay. Let's back-up a
little bit to Ms. Newton, the Teacher of the Year,
and use her expertise. And any tine if | omt, if
you want to ask a question, please |let ne know  But
| think it's inmportant that you weigh-in on this.

MS. OUI DA NEWION: | just do have kind of a
question on the class size. You said you're on the
bl ock schedule. Is that right?

MR. HOMRD: Yes.

M5. OU DA NEWION:  How many cl ass periods a day
do you have?

MR. HOMRD: Four.

M5. OUI DA NEWION:. Ckay. So why woul d you need
to go over the 150, | guess is ny question?

MR. HOMRD: Ckay. Here's our reasoning. W

break up in the mddle of the day for our bl ock of
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time that we're going to do the RTI and PLC
interventions. W're going to assign students to
kids -- to teachers to be their nentor and to help
them And they're going to be distributed out

t hrough the building, but they're going to be
assigned to those teachers to work with. And that
was our original logic for this, so that when you get
assigned another 15 kids to you that it doesn't have
an i npact on you.

M5. OQUI DA NEWION: So they teach four, and so
|'d say 30. And then you add anot her 15?

MR HOMRD: Well, 10 to 12. Yeah. And it may
not be; it may be a code situation where we could
code themas a study hall or sonething, you know.
That's an issue too. | don't know about that. It's
-- | understand your concern and --

MS. QUIDA NEWION: | just hate to see a teacher
go back to back to back to back, all day |ong, ful
cl asses, you know - -

MR. HOMRD: That doesn't happen.

M5. OUI DA NEWTON: Wl | --

MR. HOMRD: That doesn't happen in Batesville.
Qur schedule is they're going to teach three bl ock
periods a day. They get a 90-m nute bl ock of tine

that's their tine to plan, to collaborate with other
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people, PLCtinme. But we don't have that RTI student
engagenent, relationship building tinme built in until
we build in this other block during the mddle of the
day, which comes up to our tinme waiver that we're
asking for.

M5. OU DA NEWION: | just feel -- you know --
you al ways want to do what's best for students. And
if you have a teacher that is |oaded with |arge cl ass
si zes every period of the day, then that's not good
for students.

MS. HUFF: | haven't been sworn in, but can
speak to that question?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  If you'd |ike to come
forward to be sworn in. Wuld you raise your right
hand? Do you solemly swear or affirmthat the
testinony you' re about to give is the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth?

M5. HUFF:. | do.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Pl ease gi ve your name and
your title.

MS. HUFF: |'mLisa Huff; I'mthe secondary
curriculumcoordinator. This is ny first year
serving in this position. Last year, | was an
academ c coach at the 10-12 canpus. And | think

can clarify your question about the block. W're on
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an A/B bl ock, so that neans teachers have three 90-
m nute classes a day. The next day they have three
different classes. So a teacher teaches a total of
six classes a day, and we've never -- we've never
tried to load up teachers. That's not our intent at
all. Qur average class size is generally anywhere
froml would say 22 to 26 kids in a class, and it's
not our intent to change that. But in our math, he
al luded earlier to sonmetinmes we have famlies nove in
and our math teachers particularly mght have a tota
of 150 students, which is within the |aw of what it
says. There's six classes; they have a total of 150.
But if we pick up one extra kid, then suddenly they
have 151 students. And |last year, we literally had
to interrupt those kids' schooling for the first two
weeks of school to conpletely re-do the schedule to
bal ance those nunbers out. So that's one of the
intents; that gives us sone flexibility in that area.
| f a teacher goes over by one or two students, you
don't have to totally interrupt the school day to try
to bal ance out to get 150. And then he already
alluded to explain the additional 12 to 14 students
that a teacher would be mentoring or doing
interventions or enrichment with, which is not

actually a course-course but for RTI
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MS. QU DA NEWION: |'ve been there.

M5. HUFF: Does that answer your question?

MS. QUI DA NEWION:  Well, I'mjust saying |'ve
been there on the rearrangenment of the schedules in
the first week or two of school and it's worth it for
a whol e year, you know, to have the smaller classes.
Because, | nean, just one or two kids, when you get a
full class and you have a full load like that it's
hard; it's hard to reach every student. And
soneti mes those students that are | ower achievers
they need that extra attention fromthe teachers and
when we get that big class it's hard to do it. It's
hard to do it.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Okay. Thanks. Ms. Zook.
Dr. Barth, did you --

DR. BARTH  No.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Ms. Zook.

M5. ZOOK: Ckay. On the -- |I'mfrom Mel bourne,
so --

MR HOMRD: Yes, mm'am

MS. ZOOK: -- | speak Batesville.

MR HOMWARD: Ckay.

MS. ZOOK: The teachers that cone in who are not
l'i censed --

MR HOMRD: Yes.
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MS. ZOOK: -- howdo -- and | don't even know
how the charters handle this. Howis it handled as
far as the ethics and the things that are required
for a licensed educator that woul d not be required,
not just the education and the |license but -- do you
anticipate any frustration anong staff, "Well, you
don't have to live up to this and | do have to live
up to this,” and all the test stuff and all that?

MR HOMRD: Well, no, because |I'mreally not
going to -- these would be very special people that
we mght ask to work with our students. They woul d
have to go through the child nmaltreatnment registry
and do all the things that's required by the state
for a teacher, except for the licensure piece. They
woul d have to be degreed people or highly
credentialed in the field that they work in, so --

MS. ZOOK: And you wi |l have sone sort of
eval uati on systemfor then?

MR. HOMRD: Yes, ma'am W plan to. This is
so new that, you know, all these questions are things
t hat we' ve thought of.

MS. ZOOK: Right.

MR. HOMRD: And we're not going to bring
anybody into our district that's going to -- that we

feel is going to intentionally harm-- may
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accidentally cause harmto a student.

M5. ZOOK:  No.

MR. HOMRD: You know, and that's not the
i ntent.

MS. ZOOK: | was just thinking of a teacher who
has to be held to one standard down the hall froma
teacher who mght be held to a different standard and
how -- not that that's bad; | just wondered how you
plan to handle it.

MR HOMRD: Well, again, it would be a speci al
situation if we have that. Some of the tinmes it
m ght be kind of |ike an adjunct professor deal with
sonmebody from UACCB that has a degree in English or
fromLyon College that is not |licensed as an Arkansas
t eacher.

MS. ZOOK: Right.

MR. HOMRD: So they could conme in and teach a
class for us. So it's just a situation-by-situation
of how we woul d need one or use one, and the course
of ferings that we may have to help our kids in the
future

MS. ZOOK: No, | do understand the reason. M.
Rei nhart, did you have sonething you wanted to add?

M5. REINHART: Yes. Cheryl Reinhart for the

Departnment of Education and I'mdirector of the PLSB.
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| would Iike to clarify that these people who are not
i censed woul d be subject to -- would not be subject
to the Code of Ethics. And, respectfully, the school

districts around the state never hire sonebody they

think is going to harma student -- and yet, we
frequently do see teachers who are trained, |icensed,
experi enced educators who do fall into ethical

viol ations, despite all the attenpts at training, et
cetera. And so that is one cautionary statenent that
| would have in this regard on this.

MS. ZOOK: How is that handled in the charters
that have this waiver?

MS. REINHART: The charter schools are -- their
i censed educators are not subject -- | don't think
their licensed educators are subject to this either,
subject to the Code of Ethics; just the |icensed
t eachers.

MS. ZOOK: So this would not be --

MS. REINHART: We would not know -- we woul d not
have any statistics on that and we woul d not know
because we don't receive conplaints on non-licensed
per sonnel .

M5. ZOOK: They can just get rid of thenf

M5. REINHART: Right. They can handle it

however they want to.
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M5. ZOOK: (Ckay. Thanks. That's all.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Ms. Reith.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Madam Chair, may | --

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Onh, |'msorry.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Just to remind the commttee,
the reason that the presenters are sworn inis
because as they're responding to your questions and
maki ng whatever commtnents that that's going into
the record. So what's on paper is -- what they're
saying is additive to what's on paper, so just keep
that in mnd. As you hear themsay "yes, we're going
to do this" or "no, that's not what we nmean; we're
not going to do this,” that is part of the official
record of the State Board proceeding. Thank you,
Madam Chai r .

MS. REITH  Thank you, Conm ssioner. Although
that doesn't really assuage ny concerns about when

there are changes of |eadership and ot herw se --

right? -- in these blanket waivers that again are
permanent, still causes nmy concern, and especially
with that third one. Again, | don't want to delve

too much into it, in that I know we've spent sone
time on it right now about non-licensed
professionals. But | think there's so many great

nodel s i n Arkansas that show that even w t hout these
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wai vers you can include these professionals in the

cl assroom whether it's the Schools of I|nnovation
that we're seeing that are giving those opportunities
-- and that m ght be another avenue beyond the
conversion charter schools -- right? -- to do that.

| know the CTE classes in Fayetteville and Springdal e
and northwest Arkansas all draw on these
professionals to cone in and such that aren't
licensed in this. But also even within our

l'icensure, making it easier now for these non-

t eaching professionals -- right? -- non-traditiona
students that come in now and get |icenses, | think
there's just sone flexibility out there. And one
thing that would be hel pful for nme in terns of ny
under st andi ng, just noving forward, every year | know
we get a list of these individual waivers -- right?
-- for either, you know, ESL or sone other, you know,
categories that maybe certain districts didn't
achieve. That still -- right? -- happens on an
annual basis, that there's waivers requested by
districts because maybe they didn't have specific

i ndi vidual s and that's handl ed on an annual basis.

Is that correct? Could sonebody fromthe Departnment
clarify that for ne? | know we get that listing

every year of all the different waivers,
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i ndi vidualized waivers that the districts are asking
for in regards to |icensures.

MS. ZOOK: You nean |like with substitutes and
assi gned subs?

MS5. REITH Yeah. O requesting just in
teaching or different things. | feel |like every year
-- right? -- we get a list of just different
speci alized areas requesting that, and it's in part
of the consent agenda usually.

MS. PFEFFER  Yeah. 1vy Pfeffer, Assistant
Conmi ssi oner for Licensure. And each nonth as the
wai ver requests conme through and are processed in our
office then you all will review the waivers and
approve those, whether it's a waiver for an alternate
l'icensure plan for a |icensed educator or a waiver
for a district to utilize a long-term substitute.

So, yes, those cone through and you have record of
that on a nonthly basis.

MS5. REITH So sonme of those are -- | nean
there's individualized opportunities that maybe don't
requi re these kind of blanket policy?

M5. PFEFFER  Yes.

M5. REITH | guess that's what I'mtrying to
get at.

MS. PFEFFER Yes. And what | would also Iike
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to say -- and we want to continue to do a good job of
providing this information. There are opportunities
for career professionals to teach in public schoo
t hrough the PPTL, Provisional Professional Teaching
Li cense; that is wi thout themhaving to go back to
school. They can receive a provisional license, if a
district wishes to enploy them And after three --
and they get nentored. And after three years those
superintendents can actually recommend them for a
full license. So that woul d be those career
pr of essi onal s who show the content know edge in that
area, which is what they're describing. Another
avenue woul d al so be a technical permt through the
Departnment of Career Education and those serve in the
same manner that a standard |license would. So those
woul d be two ways that the district could fulfil
this w thout having the waiver fromlicensure.

M5. REITH.  Thank you, Ms. Pfeffer. That's
exactly what | was | ooking for.

MS. PFEFFER  Yeah.

MS. REITH  Thank you.

MS. PFEFFER.  And on another note, just in terns
of what they're requesting a waiver from if the
public school is granted a waiver fromthe |icensure

rul es that goes way beyond just |icensing career
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professionals in the non-core areas. And so | would
al so want to nake sure that we're only tal king non-
core areas, but also you all being aware that getting
a waiver fromlicensure rules would be opening up to
wai vers from professional devel opnent, eval uation,
background checks; all of that is included in
licensure rules. So I'mnot really sure -- and maybe
our | egal people would need to tal k about that.

M5. ZOOK: But aren't you tal king about a
person, |ike over at Bad Boy, or a person at the
Wiite River -- I'mtalking to the assistant
superintendent now - -

M5. PFEFFER.  Sorry.

M5. ZOOK: -- comng in and -- |like for a short
bl ock, a nonth, nonth-and-a-half, where they teach a
particular skill to students? | didn't get the
i mpression you were asking about hiring soneone full-
time to be on staff that teaches three periods a day.
Which is correct?

MR. HOMRD: Well, you're exactly right. W're
not | ooking to hire somebody to come on full-time
staff; we're looking for that skill-set that could
come in and work for a nine-week period with
students, show themskills, actually, and use

equi prent that only the manufacturing conpanies in
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our area have; that, you know, the conmunity college
doesn't have it, our CTE programdoesn't have it. W
have a building full of welders that kids can |earn
basic stuff, but it doesn't give themany skill-set
to go out and get a job in the conmunity. So -- and
the sane at UACCB. |It's about equi pnent and noney to
buy the equi prent and the noney to buy the equi prent
in the industry that's in that area. So, yes, ma' am
that's exactly right.

M5. ZOOK: So you're talking like you take a
group of kids to the site for a period of tine or you
bring that person to your site for a short period of
time, but not somebody you're going to hire in July
that'Il be there till June and teach three periods a
day for 190 days?

MR. HOMRD: That's exactly right. No. Welding
has a | ot of knowl edge in it that's just not "let's
put two pieces of netal together.” It's a lot of
chemstry init, alot of math; it's quite a skill
And so, anyway, what you're saying is true.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Savi ers.

MS. SAVIERS: Well, | applaud the idea. 1 think
it sounds amazi ng and, you know, awesone for the
students that attend Batesville schools. | think ny

concernis this -- I'mkind of feeling, | think, the
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way Dr. Barth is. This sounds |ike a School of

| nnovation or a School Wthin a School. And what
happens is if we approve a waiver that will give you
the opportunity to hire teachers who aren't certified
t hen what woul d stop soneone in the future from using
that to hire an AP English teacher or -- you see what
|'msaying? | nean, this is what is giving nme pause
about this, so --

MR HOMRD: And | can only speak to the intent.
The intent is not to do that, and we do --

MS. SAVIERS: | understand.

MR HOMRD: And this is on voice record; we do
not intend to do that. And the AP English is one
that -- an exanple you used and that's a very skilled
t eacher.

MS. SAVI ERS. Right.

MR HOMRD: And it would be really hard to find
sonmebody that wasn't |icensed that could cone in and
teach that class.

M5. SAVI ERS: Wl --

MR HOMRD: And it would be wong to do so,
unl ess we just couldn't find anybody avail able, and
that's a real possibility.

MR. WALTER: Madam Chair, may | respond after

t he Board questioning tinme, whenever is appropriate?

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

262

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: I f you're respondi ng
directly to Ms. Saviers' point, | think it's
appropri ate.

MR WALTERS: Well, | had a direct comment and
t hen one was nore general.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: 1" || trust you.

MR VWALTERS: ['Il be very brief. | would |ike
to respond, | guess, to really what Ms. Saviers has
said, also a couple other folks, and in particular,
if I may, what Comm ssioner Key said a mnute ago. |
under st and from havi ng gone through the Arnorel and
just put on the record -- that ADE | egal asked ne to
put on the record -- I'mTripp Walter, staff attorney
w th Arkansas Public School Resource Center, and | am
here today representing both the Arnorel and
Batesville School Districts. | realized from
di scussi ons that have been had up till now obviously
there's a great anmount of concern on the part of the
Board as to what happens if we allow these things.
And | certainly understand that which you've said
about the permanence. But | think Conmm ssioner Key
made an excel lent point, is what now Batesville is
presenting to you is | think a coordinated, very well
t hought out package, if you will, of waivers designed

to do one thing. And as | see it, that's to nake
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their students nore conpetitive and nore col |l ege and
career ready. And | think the comments have been
made that these are simlar to some conversion
charters out there. And | believe Dr. Barth in
particul ar has indicated one thing about that, is
that provides a |l evel of security in that there's a
witten charter, whereas this process does not. | do
t hi nk Conm ssioner Key's conments are very good and
very strong and very instructive. At the end of the
day, whether we're tal king about a conversion charter
or an open-enrollment public charter school or a
school district in this situation, it cones down to
sonme level of trust and integrity. And | think what
we have here that, if you will, may substitute, if |
can use that termfor the charter, is the witten
record, as Conmi ssioner Key is saying, of these
proceedi ngs. kay. And so you've got superintendent
-- Assistant Superintendent Howard's word. And the
di strict provided informati on which has gone through
its admnistration and its board that it will conmt
to, shall we say, responsible use of the waivers that
you may deemto be granted to it. To further add to
t he teaching part, and that was brought out very well
just now, | talked with Assistant Superintendent

Howard; it is their intent that if that wai ver woul d
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be granted to use it and you have on the record in a
limted fashion as was said. Just as with the
charters, there cannot be any wai ver of highly
qual i fied; there cannot be any waiver of child
mal treatment registry checks; there can't be any
wai ver fromthe background checks. It would be used
for selective courses and there woul d be training,
specific training provided by the Batesville School
District for these non-licensed teachers to try and
allay -- well, obviously, first and forenost, to get
t he best teacher they can for that particular class
or group of students. But, secondly, also to allay I
think a ot of the practical concerns that have been
raised by this board as to the effectiveness and
quality of those teachers and inpact on the other
teaching staff. As to class size and class |oad,
again, very limted, very selective, all with the
same kind of purpose you see in sone of the
conversions for college and career ready and for
increased flexibility.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: We' | skip on around. M.
Bl ack.

MR, BLACK: Just briefly. What parental
conponent do you have --

MR HOMRD:. |'msorry, sir; | can't hear you.
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MR BLACK: Ckay. | think it's on now. \at
parental conponent do you have in conjunction wth
those three things that will insure self-sustaining,
ongoi ng support?

MR HOMRD: Ckay. | don't understand the
guesti on.

MR. BLACK: \Wen | say "parental conponent," |
could say community. W all know that at sone point
community has to be a part of it.

MR. HOMRD: Right.

MR, BLACK: And what rol e does community have in
t his?

MR. HOMRD: ay. |'mthinking we have parents
that are going to be involved in this, planning for
the future of their kids. In the 7-12 arena we
really start that heavy, working toward a high school
-- the end of the course systemat high school |evel.
The conmunity and the business comunity, we've
t al ked about the people we would engage in that to
hel p our kids and to nake this becone a reality for
the students in our district. So the parents and the
busi ness community and just the general conmmunity, in
general. | don't know how we woul d do that, except
wi th our parent involvenment commttee neetings that

we have with our Title 1 program So we get feedback
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fromall those areas. | don't know how to answer
that any better than what | said, except parent and
comunity involvenent to ne first starts with
relationship with the kid; then relationship to the
kid transfers into the parents; the parents -- the
ki ds cone home and tal k about what a good thing this
is, "I really enjoy it;" the parents get engaged in
it. And once you get your parents engaged in what's
going on in your school, then it's up to us as school
adm ni strators, | think, to get the rest of the
communi ty on-board with us and explain to them what
we're attenpting to do. So that would be the plan to
make t hat happen.

MR. BLACK: Thank you.

MR. HOMRD: Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: M. W | i anmson.

MR WLLIAVBON: | believe -- is it M. Howard?

MR. HOMRD: Yes.

MR WLLIAVSON. Ckay. Earlier, he nentioned
how progressive Batesville School District is. kay.
And this progressive school district is being
threatened by this charter, Arkansas Virtual Acadeny.
Ckay. Wiy can't we allow themto be even nore
progressive to inprove the education in Batesville?

| just -- | don't understand why we've gotten
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progressive enough in Arkansas to allow charters to
happen, why can't we go the extra step and hel p out
t hese school districts that are asking for help?

M5. REITH May | respond to that? | guess --

MR, WLLI AMSON:  Sure.

M5. REITH -- just frommy own perspective, it
sounded |i ke that was a question nmaybe posed to us
and -- well, to the speakers as well. Just from ny
personal perspective, it's not about trying to inpede
progressive education or innovation. But at the sane
time not wanting to underm ne standards and respect
for the teacher |icensing process, things that m ght
have bigger ramfications. And wth different

| eadershi p and under different circunstances coul d

gut -- right? -- the quality of education of public
education of schools that are already there. It's
just that some of these things -- and w t hout having

t hat accountability nechanisns that charters offer
School s of Innovation or such, just feels too risky
-- right? -- especially when you're tal king about
sonething like licenses, too broad. |If this were to
cone back to us -- and | hope it does -- and | won't
make assunptions; | don't know how everyone is going
to vote today. But if this were to fail today, then

| would really encourage you to think about an open-
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enrol | ment conversion charter and/or a School of

| nnovati on wai ver, sonething that does have a | ot of
those sane flexibilities and with some focus and such
then would give us, and | think a lot of us, an

opportunity to support sone of the things you're

tal king about. | would encourage you to have sone of
the conversations with staff here -- right? -- around
different nodels -- right? -- that m ght provide sone

of the things that you' re |ooking for there. But
that's ny own personal opinion. It's just that these
are broader in scope than maybe what is intended, and
it's permanent. And especially when you're talking
about pulling these because of the Arkansas Virtual
Acadeny; right? There are nodels that have |ong
charters -- right? -- that they're not these short-
term and especially recently we've been getting |ong
charters of 10, 20 years. | nean, there's so many
different things that coul d happen under those
circunstances and we have no way to call back or to
address. So that's just, | know, was nmy own -- it's
not for not being enthusiastic or not for -- not
acknow edging the quality of your presentation. This
has been an extremely exciting presentation and to
see this enthusiasm| applaud you. You do have a

great school district. And | do actually work with a
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| ot of ESL students that attend your schools and hear
great things about your schools. So | hope it
doesn't sound critical in that nature; it's just nore
t hi nki ng of the bigger picture, so -- for nyself.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Do you have a fol | ow up
M. WIIianmson?

MR WLLIAVSON: Well, 1'd like to hear --

DR BARTH Well, | was going to respond to that
and | guess it's really also a response to M.
Walter's point earlier. You know, | think, first
off, this board has been very confortable with
conversion charters, that -- you know -- we often ask
questions and | think they have inproved through the
process of working with the Panel, but we've
generally approved them And what's present there is
the check-in after five years or, in extraordinary
cases, 10 years -- is it working; has the prom se
that was laid out in the original proposal, is it
having an affect; is it inproving student | earning.
And | think that's what's really problematic here
about the permanence. It's not so nuch a distrust
that they're -- you know -- they're going to push it
and, you know, be abusive to teachers or anything
like that. But is it really going to pay off in

terns of student learning. And | feel so much nore
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confortable with the conversion charter process
because we ask that question after a few years -- is
this actually, you know, living up to the prom se
that was articulated on the front-end. And with the
per manence here, that really inportant link for me is
gone.

M5. CHAMBERS: Wth going |ast, nost of ny
i ssues have been put on the table. But one thing I
did want to say, |'ve been sitting here trying to
rack ny brain on: how can we say yes? What would it
take to get to yes? And | think you' ve already heard
a |l ot of good perspectives. But the one thing | did
want to say has to do with the issue of -- | don't
want there to be any question about trust, with the
integrity of what you're representing, because |
think it's very good and hopefully you've heard
repeatedly that's not the issue here; it's how do you
institutionally insure good intentions have foll owed
t hrough over a period of tine when none of us are
here. And that's the thing we're obviously westling
with and | just wanted to add to what you' ve already
heard.

MR HOMRD: Well, if | may respond.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Certainly.

MR. HOMRD: Trust and integrity comes from not
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an instant happening. Trust and integrity come from
a long history of being a district that is full of
trust and integrity, and Batesville has that
reputation, | believe. And it has nothing to do with
anyt hi ng, except that's what the community is; it's a
community that takes care of their kids. Actually,
our | eadership teamdid a SWAT, which tal ks about
strengt hs and weaknesses and threats and stuff |ike
that. You know, and the one thing we came up with
that we do best is take care of kids and famlies.

W have a really active honel ess popul ati on or group
that works with our kids and famlies up there. So,
you know, trust is sonething you |l ook at ne and you
say, "Well, | don't knowif | can trust an old white-
headed man." But, you know, the thing is that it's
not nme; it's the Batesville School District. And

t hese waivers we're asking for, | truly nmeant and we
truly neant all we said about this being an

i nnovative groundbreaking |aw. Because it really
will help level the playing field for public schools
that are traditional public schools trying to conpete
with charter schools. You know, it won't be |ong
before we're surrounded by charter schools in

| ndependence County. W're not really wanting to be

a charter school because we do a lot of really neat
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things, |I think, and kids enjoy what we do. But
there are sonme things that we'd |ike to do that woul d
| evel the playing field for us as a traditional
public school in Arkansas. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Savi ers has a comment.

M5. SAVIERS:. Just out of curiosity, what
charter schools do you have in | ndependence County?

MR HOMRD: Well, Batesville Southside is an
open-enrol | ment conversion charter school. And |
believe Cave City School District has applied for or
will apply for -- has an application avail abl e.

MS. SAVIERS: For a conversion charter?

MR. HOMRD: For a conversion charter. So, you
know, we can throw rocks in both directions and hit
their school district. So it's -- but we don't
really want to go that direction; we don't feel that
we need to. But these waivers will help us, we
think, level the playing field. And not only that,
but offer opportunities to our children and students
and get them excited about |earning. And not every
kid is going to college; you know, we're trying to
figure out a way to help those kids |eave school,
feel good about thensel ves, and get a job other than
-- when | do a drive-thru at Wal-Mart -- or | neant

McDonald's, | say, "Hey, how you doing? It's good to
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see you," you know. And that's not what we want and
|"msure that's not what they want.

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ms. Dean.

MS. DEAN: | just have -- | have a question.
|'d like to thank Ms. Reith for bringing up the
technical permt and the PPTL. M question to you
is: for you, for the district, what is the -- what
are the pros and cons to the waiver for the |icense,
to bring in alicensed -- teachers that aren't
i censed as opposed to going that route with the
technical permt and the PPTL? What are the pros and
cons for you?

MR. HOMRD: The pros of doing it is we don't
have to hire anybody, to be quite honest with you,
you know, which woul d have a physical inpact on the
district as we start hiring people. You know,

VWor kforce Ed. and CTE operate under a different set
of rules and standards. So, actually, you have a
house that's working under two different standards;
you have the ADE Standards of Accreditation and then
you have the Workforce Ed. standards that you have to
deal with. So, that's another reason why. |'m not
trying to avoid them but we can only do so nuch.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Thank you. It's

been rich discussion, but | think at this point we're
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as close as we've been to being able to address the
wai vers through a notion. |'msorry; does sonebody
else -- Ms. Perry.

M5. PERRY: Ms. Newton, could I please address
the licensure issue?

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  ( Noddi ng head up and down.)

M5. PERRY: It appears that this particular
docunent does not go back and address that they are
only requesting a |licensure waiver for non-core
teachers. But | want to point out that federal |aw
is very specific and states that the license is
required except -- it's stated this way in federa
| aw -- except in the case of charter schools. So
it's a federal requirenent that the teachers be
licensed in core subject areas. So please |let nme put
that back on the table for this particular
application that's in front of you.

CHAI RPERSON NEWITON:  Ckay.

M5. REINHART: May | have just a nonment?

CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

MS. REINHART: Thank you. Cheryl Reinhart
again. And |'mjust amsort of responding to M.
Chanbers' "how do we get to yes.”" And | think
would just -- in light of the permanency of these

wai vers, | woul d suggest for your consideration that
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you be very specific in your waiver as to that you're
allowi ng a wai ver for non-core teachers, for exanple.
Wi ver -- a broad waiver of the licensure rules also
wai ves professional devel opnent. You know, there are
a nunber of things that can be affected by that.
Technically, these people wll not be subject to
Teacher Fair Dismssal. So sonme of the things that a
broad waiver will run into may be nore than what you
intended. And being that this will be for such a
long -- forever, until the |aw changes or sonething,
then | think if you would be very considerate and
del i berate in your -- and specific in your waivers.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. M records indicate
that there are three waivers, M. Howard, that
Batesville district is requesting. |Is that correct?

MR. HOMRD: Yes, nm'am

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Is it -- you said three,
you sai d four.

MR, HOMRD: Three.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. All right. 1It's
been a long day. The first is planned instructiona
day; the second is class size/teaching |oad; and the
fourth is education licensure. |Is that correct?

MR HOMRD: Yes, mm'am

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Okay. Well, given the
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protocol that's been established in ternms of dealing
with this, | think it mght be good if we follow
t hrough and address them each individually. So then,
now we're considering a notion relative to the
Batesville School District's request for a waiver
rel ative to planned instructional day.

M5. ZOOK: | nove that we grant the waiver.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  It's been noved by Ms. Zook
to grant the waiver.

MR, WLLI AMSON: Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Second by M. WIIianson.
Let us have a roll-call.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Reith.

M5. REITH  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Dr. Barth.

DR. BARTH  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. Bl ack.

MR. BLACK:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Saviers.

M5. SAVI ERS:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Ms. Zook.

M5. ZOOK:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Dean.
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M5. DEAN:.  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. WIIianson.

MR WLLI AMSON:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Six yea votes, no no's.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. So that notion
passes.

The next waiver is class size/teaching | oad.
What is the pleasure of the Board?

DR BARTH | nove to deny the waiver.

MS. SAVIERS: Second.

MS. REITH  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Okay. It's been noved by
Dr. Barth, second by -- | heard Ms. Saviers say it
first. Any discussion? Ckay.

M5. ZOOK: Wl l, you know --

CHAI RPERSON NEWTON:  Ch.

MS. ZOOK: -- the RTI factor is something that
-- that's the Response to Intervention that's newy
i ntroduced, even though it wasn't supposed to been
used for along tinme. But it's being used a | ot now
and is required. And if a teacher does in fact have
-- already have 145 students, let's say, or 140, and
t hen they need her because of her expertise -- nmaybe
she is working with -- | know there's a gap and a

problemin the math area with the Hi spanic students,
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some of the Hispanic students -- and they find that
she would be really good to junp in there and work
with 15 extra students, or 12, which puts her over
the 150 mark. | think I1'd like to nmodify it to, you
know, say 160 or 165 as opposed to 180. But because
t hose students woul d be assigned to her and she has
the expertise, and the RTI -- that intervention
typically does not |ast a whole year, obviously,
because you nove on to different tiers of it. So |
think 1'd like for each of you as you vote to

consi der that piece; that they're trying to come up
with a very creative way to intervene at the
secondary level with these students who need the
intervention and are doing with fidelity the
execution of RTlI for secondary students.

MR WLLIAVBON. If that's your notion, |'lI
second that.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: No, that's not a notion.
That's just discussion, is what that is. So any
further discussion? Ckay. W'Ill call for a voice
vote on the notion that's on the -- a roll-call vote.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Reith.

M5. REITH  No.

MR WLLIAMSON: Rem nd ne what the notion is

now. The nmotion is to deny the waiver.

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

MS. REITH:

Ch, wait;

to deny the waiver or to

-- | thought you said to accept the waiver.

| didn't make the notion.

M5. ZOOK
M5. REITH
Sorry; | apol ogi ze.

ay.

t hought you -- all right.

Thank you. Then | --

COWM SSI ONER KEY:

MS. REITH:

Th

en |

COWM SSI ONER KEY:

DR BARTH:

Ye

S.

COW SSI ONER KEY:

MR BLACK:

Ye

S.

COWM SSI ONER KEY:

MS. SAVI ERS:

Yes.

COWM SSI ONER KEY:

MS. ZOOK

No.

COW SSI ONER KEY:

M5. CHAMBERS:

Yes.

COWM SSI ONER KEY:

MS. DEAN:

Yes.

COWM SSI ONER KEY:

Ok

ay. M. Reith.

say yes.

Dr.

M.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

M.

MR WLLIAVBON: No.

COW SSI ONER KEY:

CHAlI RPERSON NEWTON:

Si

Bart h.

Bl ack.

Savi ers.

Zook.

Chanbers.

Dean.

W1 |ianmson.

X yea's, two nays.

279

Then the notion to deny the

wai ver relevant to class size and teaching | oad

passes.
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W're down to the third and final request for
wai ver, and that's education |licensure. Do we have a
notion relative to this request for a waiver?

MS5. REITH | nove to deny.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  It's noved by Ms. Reith to
deny. |Is there a second?

DR BARTH  Second.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Second by Dr. Barth. Roll-
call vote, please.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Reith.

M5. REITH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Dr. Barth.

DR BARTH  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. Bl ack.

MR, BLACK: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Saviers.

M5. SAVI ERS:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Zook.

M5. ZOOK:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY:  Ms. Chanbers.

M5. CHAMBERS: Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: Ms. Dean.

M5. DEAN:  No.

COW SSI ONER KEY: M. WIIianson.

MR WLLIAVSON:  No.
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CHAl RPERSON NEWION:  Yes.

COW SSI ONER KEY: So five-to-four.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Ckay. That concl udes it.
Thank you.

We need a 10-m nute break, please.

(BREAK: 5:33 - 5:45 P.M)
A-23: DI STRICT REQUEST FOR WAI VERS GRANTED TO OPEN- ENROLLMENT
CHARTERS: BENTONVI LLE SCHOOL DI STRI CT

MS. PERRY: Bentonville School District is
before you with their waiver request and we do have
M. M chael Poore, superintendent, beginning the
presentati on.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: M. Poore, would you raise
your right hand to be sworn pl ease?

SUPT. POORE: Yes. | have one of ny executives
with us, if we'd |like to go ahead and swear her in
right nowtoo, if that would be all right.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Do you sol emmly swear or
affirmthat the testinony you' re about to give wll
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)
CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Okay. M. Poore.
SUPT. POORE: First off, we appreciate the tine

i nvestnment that you're putting into this mnmeeting
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today and into this aspect of waivers. W're excited
to be in front of you today; we're excited that the
Legi sl ature passed this opportunity for us as school
districts to get on a level playing field with waiver
requests. |'ve been reading the charters that cone
into our district or our region and, of course, we've
cl osely exam ned the waiver requests that have cone
before the State -- and we're kind of astonished by
how many waivers that are a part of a charter school

| think y'all ought to keep in mnd the reason why
you grant so many waivers, because you're into the
belief that these individuals have an opportunity to
do better for kids -- and that's what our intent is
for this waiver request. W' re thinking about our
future and we're thinking about students' futures.

W know that as a school district we're extrenely
accountable in a variety of different ways. And one
thing that | throw out at you, it's interesting
hearing the discussion so far of the issue of
approval and reviewin terns of the renewal for
charters or the renewal aspects of what coul d happen
for a waiver. Qur intent always -- our own
interpretation, which probably tells you as a board
that you need to look a little bit at the view --

when we | ooked at the legislation we felt that our
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wai ver request would |last the sane span that a
charter did. It just nmade commobnsense to us. Now
t hat hasn't necessarily come up during the course of
t he conversation here, but I will throw out right now
ki nd of an anended version that's not in your
paperwork that Bentonville -- and nmy guess is that
the previous districts or the future districts that
are going to talk tonight -- would probably be very
receptive to a conditional approval, and | think you
have that within your realmas a state board. |
don't think that the |egislation says that you can't
do it. So why not look at it in ternms of saying,
"Now what ever conditions you want." And, you know,
we've thrown out nunbers, five and ten. Ten for a
charter school for |ooking at their covenants -- yes,
they're held to year-to-year standards, just |ike we
are as school districts, but 10 years to | ook at
whet her their waivers are working -- |I'mconfortable
with going three; I'mconfortable with going five;
|*'mconfortable with going ten, because we're not
afraid of having a little bit of scrutiny in ternms of
the work that we do.

W' re one of seven school districts that applied
for this. | kind of take pride in that. | hope that

our fellow school districts that cane forward today
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also take pride in the fact that there were seven of
us. | gave ny opening day speech -- | just want to
make sure |I'mdoing that right -- gave openi ng day
speech and you can see that we have our m ssion
statenent and our vision statenment. "Excellence with
Every Step" is our vision. The bulk of ny speech on
openi ng day, on Mnday, to our staff was about asking
themto not be afraid to take a risk. [It's the

cul ture of northwest Arkansas; it should be the
culture of our entire state to not be afraid to take
arisk for achild. | read an article over the
sumer out of EdWeek about taking a risk and it said
t hat as educators and how nuch pride and passi on we

t ake about making sure that we reach each child. But
if you're comng forward with maybe a risk, maybe
sonmething that's innovative, that you' re going to do
your honework prior to ever comng in. And the new
dynam ¢ that you've heard that's a part of all schoo
districts, and definitely a part of the culture of
Bentonville School District, it's a professional

| earning community. So that concept of taking a
chance, it's played out within a team and the team
tal ks about it and enhances it and thinks critically
about the idea and nmakes it better. And you know

what, sone of those ideas aren't going to work, but
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that's where you |l earn and you continue to go
forward. | knowit's a business nodel for one of our
| argest corporations in Arkansas and in this country,
but you take calcul ated risks with good people, and
we think that we're going to be doing that tonight.

W have two staff nmenbers that are actually
here: ny executive director of curricul um
instruction, Judy Marquess, who is going to help with
this presentation; we also have Jonathon CGuthrie here
t oday, who is the principal of our new y-formed
second hi gh school, Bentonville West. W tried to
work on this presentation to match up with the
direction that we got fromthe Departnent of
Education. W really want to thank Mary for the work
she did to help get us prepared for today.

Qur strategic plan is -- when you | ook at just
ki nd of academ c performance, and | ooking at goals,
they're pretty sinple and probably easy to see that
they would be replicable in any other place. | think
that one thing that | wanted to stress on this is
that we continue to be a district that tries to be
out in front of things. For four years Bentonville
Hi gh School has tested every kid on the ACT. W're
not ever afraid of accountability. Qur scores

dropped the first year when | arrived in the district
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and we chose to go to test every kid. But guess
what's happened since then? There's a trajectory of
it going up. Was it a risk? Yeah. Maybe we're
going to fall behind Fayetteville; oh, ny gosh. But
we can cone back and say, "Qur scores will continue
to go up,” and they have, and we've tested every
single child. W also have worked on probl em based
| earning, or project-based |earning, over the past
four years. M. Marquess has been really
instrumental in putting forth something that we call
21-C. And initially this superintendent as he cane
in was saying, "W've got to find ways to get
technol ogy into the hands of kids." But she took it
to a whole different level. It wasn't really about
the technol ogy; it was about good instructional
practices to teach kids to be collaborative, to be
critical thinkers, and to be innovators.

The third thing that we have done: we just
recently were approved by you as a State Board for a
School of Innovation. So we kind of feel |ike we
take every opportunity that's been presented to us by
this state or by the State Board to think how can we
i nprove our delivery for our students. W obviously
utilize our conmunity to achieve our goals and we

hope that you'll see that a little bit throughout
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this presentation.

There are probably four prograns that really
nore than any other are driving our need to come
forward with these waiver requests. The first is
sonmething called Ignite program Ignite is actually
a career pathway program we're stealing it from Bl ue
Val l ey Schools in Kansas City. It is highly
innovative. It is allow ng business -- excuse ne --
the coll ege environment and then also the K-12
environment to create curriculum It's utilizing
satellite canmpuses in the workforce. It is creating
internships for kids in real settings, such as Wl -
Mart. For the first tinme Wal-Mart -- anywhere el se
-- they've never had this where high school kids wll
be working inside. They'Il be sw ping and doing rea
work at Wal-Mart -- not college interns; high school
interns. We will begin this year with Ignite
program Kkick it off with a Technol ogy Sol utions
cl ass.

Qur 21st century skills program-- | kind of
al ready have highlighted, so | will keep noving.

We continue to inprove and expand our
alternative |l earning environments. W' ve enhanced
t he nunber of students we serve in our secondary

| evel and this year, for the first tine, we're going
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to have an elenentary alternative |earning
envi ronmnent .

Finally, we continue to strengthen and build our
conputer science programto be along with the
initiative that our Governor has and we're excited
about what that neans in terns of a delivery to not
only nmeet a need for workforce within our region, but
al so to prepare students for some of their passion.
We're finding out that students, when they're given
the opportunity to be creative, they can do sone
pretty wonderful things. Again, on opening day | had
a 7th grader fromlast year who was engaged with
Xbox. This young man's problemwas that he had CP
when he was just a child and he can't play Xbox with
one hand. So he is working the Technol ogy Sol utions
-- a 7th grader, going to be an 8th grader. That's
the type of kids that are coming up through our
systenms right now. | don't think Bentonville is
unique in that. It's sonmething we've got to address,
and one of the ways to address it is for us to be
creative with our waivers.

Now you m ght gasp, because we've seen how the
process has gone so far; you're going to get five
di fferent waiver requests fromthe Bentonville School

District today. And to turn that over, I'mgoing to
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have Ms. Marquess join us right nowto |ead us
t hrough the rest of the presentation.

MS. MARQUESS: Thank you, M. Poore. Board,

t hank you so nuch for your time and this opportunity
to visit with you about doing what's good for Kkids.
That's what we're all about. |If you |ook at the
goals for charter schools, it tal ks about inproving
student | earning, increasing opportunities for
students, innovative teaching nethods. Hey, that's
what we're all about. W know that all kids |earn
differently and we want to do anything we can with
every opportunity to neet the needs of different
students.

And I'mgoing to start -- and, boy, this is kind
of tough after being here for the | ast couple of
hours, but I'mgoing to start with the first waiver
that we are requesting, and it's for teacher
licensure. 1've heard your discussion; |'ve heard
your concerns. Qur request was only for non-core
classes. And M. Poore told you a little bit about
t he new programthat we're doing called Ignite, where
the students are out in the community working with
prof essionals. That's who we're tal king about, being
able to use those professionals in that program W

have -- we are starting with the conputer progranm ng
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course this year, but we have a | ong-term plan that
wi Il include medical professions, culinary arts, a
lot of really great things that have been identified
in our comunity by our comunity | eaders as areas of
need and opportunities for kids. So we want to
support those; we want those kids to be able to be
with professionals in those areas. So that's what
we're requesting. W do know that we would have to

change our personnel policy to allow that. That

exception -- and that's only what we're asking for is
t hat exception. | give you sone exanpl es here:
conputer programers, |icensed healthcare

prof essional s, those positions that go along with the
pat hways that we have planned. The benefits to our
students is that real world relevant instruction from
professionals. This will support our 21-C program
our conputer science, and the lgnite program

The next waiver that we are requesting your
consideration for is fromthe Uniform G ading Scal e.
Last year, a group of teachers approached ne about
st andar ds- based grading. Y all are all informed on
education; | know that you have read the work of
Thomas Cuskey, Rick Stiggins, R ck and Becky DuFour,
where they tal k about grading, the common practice of

averagi ng grades, and how detrinental that can be to
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students. It does not really support their |earning
where a standards-based gradi ng scal e does. W
currently use standards-based grading in grades K-4
in our district. W're |looking at it for mddle
school. We would like to have it in -- be able to do
it in 7th and 8th grade. W do realize that in high
school for transcripts and college it is essentia
and we wll continue to do that; we would do that for
7th and 8th graders who are taking a course for high
school credit. But to be able to relate grades to
parents based on mastery of standards we think it's
best for kids and will help their learning. |If you
are famliar with the research by John Hattie, the
nunber one effective skill is for kids to be able to
| ook at their |earning and know where they are and
set their goals.

The next request that we have is for 8th grade
students to be able to take concurrent credit. W
have parents and students in our district that are
very interested in this. W have a diverse
community. They cone to us expecting this type of
thing. It is being used in charter schools, or we
woul dn't be here asking for it. And the charter
schools that we are asking to have the sane

consideration are very successful -- very successful.
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You know that Haas Hall is been rated the nunber one
school in the state and is highly respected
nationwi de. Their students get to do this, and we
woul d really like for our students to be able to
al so.

The next one is for |eased acadeny facilities.
Back to our Ignite program we really like for this
-- It's essential that this programbe out in the
comunity, and in sonme cases we're able to do that
within the business. But then there are other
opportunities that may not be able to do that. W're
consi dering a audi o-visual course that may need to
find a space sonewhere within the comunity and it
m ght not be exactly the sane type of facility as a
school. W would nmake sure that it was all ADA,
neets | DEA -- any of those things, we woul d nake
sure, all safety, all of that. But it m ght not be
-- look the same maybe, as many square feet. Again,
that gives our students the opportunity to be out in
the conmmunity. This also mght help us with our
alternative learning program W currently do not
have m ddl e school in junior high program W added,
as M. Poore said, elenentary this year, and we did
not add the junior high mddle school program W

didn't have space. W are up maybe close to 700
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students this year; space is an issue for us. A
little flexibility would go a long way to neet these
ki ds' needs.

And then the last waiver that we're requesting
is for clock hour for units of credit. W are not
requesting any type of waiver from graduation
requi renent or anything of that nature. W currently
have a waiver that allows us to teach oral conm
wi thin our pre-AP English. That has been a great
benefit to our students; it opens up another sl ot
within their schedul e where they can take anot her
course. We would really like to be able to do this
with sonme other courses. And, again, | go back to
our lgnite programwhere those students within those
prof essi onal arenas could take nore than one course
t hrough the projects that they would be working on.
They coul d neet those standards for nore than one
course. That would be a great benefit to themin
that they would be able to accunul ate nore courses.
A lot of them-- all of our Ignite courses we're
wor ki ng through NWAC to do concurrent credit, so to
really help those kids along the way towards an
associ ate's degree or sone type of a certification.

W have worked within our community. M. Poore

has spent hours out in the community tal king about
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our lgnite program and about the things that we woul d
like to do. W' ve had such a great response from our
community, fromour parents with this program CQur
board is all on-board with the programand with
anything that we can do to help with that program
We have had board nmenbers and conmunity nmenbers go to
Blue Valley, as M. Poore nentioned the nodel that we
are using to build our program Qur principals are
sharing information with parents as we open this new
school year. W're working with our teachers. Mbst
of the things that we have tal ked about here, |ike
t he grading scale, concurrent credit, a |lot of those
things were initiated by the teachers thenselves. So
we are really excited with the possibilities. W
have a trenendously supportive community. W have
great kids that we want to do the very best for that
we can. So we thank you so much for your time, for
your consideration, for your support to help us help
our kids. And | think we're ready for questions.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ckay. Let's start with Ms.
Chanbers on this end. Do you have any questions?

MS. CHAMBERS: In reference to the non-core, are
you cl ose enough, specific enough in your thinking
and planning that you could be explicit in what you

woul d call out as non-core this next year or whatever
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period of time you're instituting?
SUPT. POORE: If you don't mnd us tag-team ng,
we didn't rehearse obviously very well in terms of
whi ch m ght go on these. But, yeah, I'll give you an

exanple. Wth the Ignite programone of the things
that we're doing is a culinary program And if it's
inwth the -- Bentonville is going to have a
culinary center and we're going to partner with NWAC
and as a part of that, themworking with real chefs.
One of the culinary centers is going to be about
but chering of animals. Okay? A very specialized
skill. And so, you know, we're going to use an
i ndi vidual for that whenever we go there. That's
still a whole year out, but that would be an exanpl e.
Anot her exanple within the Ignite programis that
we're going to do video marketing and we plan on
using some of the different conpanies that are
already there to be instructors. They may not be
full-time instructors but they would be part-tinme
instructors with those students. W' re having those
students even conme on to their canpuses, their work
environments to gain instruction. Any other
exanpl es?

M5. MARQUESS: Just through all of those Ignite

pat hways.
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CHAI RPERSON NEWTON: M. W | i amson?

MR. WLLIAVSON: Nothing right now.

CHAl RPERSON NEWION: M. Bl ack?

MR. BLACK: Nothing right now

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Ms. Savi ers?

M5. SAVI ERS: No.

M5. REITH  Thank you. Thank you so nuch for
that presentation. Actually, my questions are nore
directed to ADE staff just because you all have
brought forth sonme issues that we haven't heard as of
yet fromothers and just wanting to nake sure we're
wei ghing all the considerations. On the uniform
grading scale, are there any concerns? Are there any
precedents or concerns or any |egal issues in regards
to what they're proposing? Maybe that's a question
for Dr. Jones. Thank you.

DR. JONES: | have no concerns for that waiver
In fact, Warren, the charter school, does a
st andar ds- based educati on and we support that. It's
a good thing. And they've addressed at the high
school level with credits that they woul d maintain
for NTAA and college credit, the regular grading
system So | would support that.

CHAI RPERSON NEWION:  Is that something that you

woul d be specific about, when they say "these areas,"”

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- August 13, 2015

297

or would it be general ?

DR JONES: | think they have been very
specific. They have standards-based which is all owed
at the elementary levels now And now that they've
done elenentary levels, | heard her say that they're
noving into 7th and 8th grade and that's the area
that was prohibited by law, that they had to nove to
a normal grading system And so that is -- they're
reaching the point at which they need this waiver.

SUPT. POORE: Can | junp in to conplinment Dr.
Jones, please?

M5. REITH  Yes. Yes, please.

SUPT. POORE: Wen we -- sone of this happened
wel | before the legislation. W've been working on
st andar ds- based since | arrived and we inpl enented
it, you know, by level. Wen we got to the -- we had
an initial K-2 entry into trying to do this; then we
said we're going to do third. And then they said,
"Ckay." As we were explaining this all to them the
first thing our board said -- and granted, this was
i ke a good hour presentation to try to build their
capacity -- they were like, "Wy are we waiting to
not do this? You have perm ssion right now to take
this all the way up to K-8. \Wien you get to 9th

grade, that freaks us out a little bit; come back and
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talk to us."” But, you know, we had a board two years
ago that already were saying, "This so makes sense
because of the way that it hel ps guide students and
parents in terns of making sure they understand
strengt hs and weaknesses that they bring as a

| earner."

CHAI RPERSON NEWION: Any fol l owup on that?

DR BARTH  So, Dr. Jones, the way they're
proposing it at the 9-12 level, then there would be a
traditional grade and then there woul d be standards-
based. |Is that -- does that even need a waiver?

DR. JONES: Not if they have traditional
scoring. They can still do the standards-based,
unl ess there's somet hing exce