Quality Rating and
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June 23, 2026



Agenda

Objective: Develop a clear understanding of providers’ perspectives, including
their ideas and priorities for the new QRIS.

e Your Feedback

e QRISin 2026-2027

e 2026-2027 Quality Enhancement Payment Updates
e Whatis QRIS and Why it Matters

e Components to include in the QRIS

e Next Steps



We Heard You!

Thank you for sharing your feedback on CLASS with us and with your Local
Leads. We've heard from you that:

e Communication hasn't always been clear
e Some changes have moved too quickly

Based on this feedback;

e We want to slow down and be more intentional as we move forward, ensuring
we get QRIS right.
e We see CLASS as a key component within the broader QRIS system.
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Initial Survey Takeaways

In the past few days, OEC has gathered feedback from providers and partners across the state:

You see the value of CLASS in supporting
and improving what matters most.

You want clarity on what is changing and
what stays the same this year beyond.

You need resources that sustain and improve
quality in addition to recognition.
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"I like how CLASS is interaction based instead of counting how
many of each items we have." - Center-based provider

“T appreciate the CLASS system because it focuses on the
relationships, engagement, and learning experiences that
children receive each day rather than primarily on materials or
the appearance of a classroom.” - Family Child Care Home

“[We need] “clear, concise and consistent communication and
delivery of expectations and incentives.” - CCR&R/Local Lead

"Funding. Quality does not come cheap....It is hard to sustain
quality without funding." - Family Child Care home




QRIS in 2026-2027

For the 2026-27 year, we have the following planned:
e Together, we will build an overall system
e One CLASS observation will be completed at the direction of the Local Lead
o Additional CLASS observations may be completed by facility members
e Curriculum will continue to be reviewed and free curriculum is being explored

e Enhancement payments are staying the same
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2026-2027 Quality Enhancement Payments Updates

e Quality enhancement payments will continue as they are today, based on SRA
participation and current levels.
o Note: This is dependent on continued federal funding at current levels.

e We anticipate receiving results from the Market Rate Survey (MRS)/Cost
Analysis in early 2027.

e Once MRS data is available, we will begin reviewing findings and engaging in
conversations about reimbursement rates.

e In the meantime, quality enhancement payments will remain unchanged,

again contingent on ongoing funding. ~
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2026-2027 Quality Enhancement Payments Updates

e As we continue the conversations over the next year, we will look at how quality
payments could potentially be made.

Remember: As we develop the new QRIS this year, your quality payments will
continue just as they are today, again contingent on ongoing funding.

What questions do you have?



What is QRIS?



What is QRIS?

QRIS (Quality Rating and Improvement System) is the framework that defines,
measures, and supports quality in early childhood programs.

What QRIS Does:

e Defines Quality: Sets clear standards for high-quality care

e Measures Progress: Uses tools like CLASS to assess programs

e Supports Improvement: Provides coaching, training, and resources

e Recognizes Quality: Rating is achieved by meeting set criteria

Better Beginnings served as our QRIS for the past 15 years. As our work continues to
evolve, so does our QRIS. Better Beginnings provided a strong foundation, and our
next step is to focus on interactions, high-quality instructional materials, and

other key components we identify.



Why QRIS Matters



Why is QRIS important?

A strong QRIS:

e Strengthens teaching practices

e Improves teacher-child interactions

e Ensures better learning experiences for children including kindergarten
readiness

QRIS is the system that defines, measures, and supports quality in early
childhood programs so every child has access to strong learning experiences.



What components do we
want to include in the QRIS?



Key QRIS Components

We will discuss each of the following QRIS components:

e Teacher-Child Interactions: Fostering warm, responsive relationships while
engaging children in meaningful learning experiences.

e High Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM): Use of strong, comprehensive

high quality instructional materials for consistent high academic expectations
for every birth-to-five classroom.

e Family Engagement: Strong partnerships with families that create structures
for sites and families to respond to children's needs.



Teacher-Child Interactions

Fostering warm, responsive relationships while engaging children in meaningful

learning experiences is highly linked to strong child outcomes.

Great work is happening and we will continue to use CLASS to measure
teacher-child interactions!

e Since Fall 2024, OEC, local lead organizations, providers, educators, and
community partners worked together:

o Conducted 4,589 CLASS observations

o 952 active observers in Arkansas



High Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM)

Use of strong, comprehensive high quality instructional materials ensures consistent high

academic expectations for every birth-to-five classroom.

e While HQIM is crucial to high quality early childhood experiences for children, it will
not be a required component of the 2026-27 QRIS model.

e OEC has published an approved list of comprehensive high quality curriculum based
on this rubric that will continue to be updated through Fall 2027.

e OEC anticipates providers will adopt and implement curriculum from the Approved
Curriculum List by July 1, 2028.

e Coaching, training, and technical assistance directly tied to high quality instructional
materials will be available from professional services grantees starting July 1, 2026.

e OEC is working towards providing a Pre-K Open Education Resource (free
curriculum).


https://drive.google.com/file/d/10LAe5MhuV5w4d3VoYVtip4IY9ZMd0YBA/view
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/Arkansas_Curriculum_Review_Notes_-_8-8-2025_OEC.pdf

Family Engagement

Strong partnerships with families creates structures for sites and families to respond to

children's needs. That responsiveness is what enables high quality early childhood education.

e Strengthens Child Outcomes
o When families are involved, children have more consistent support between the
home and the program leading to better learning, behavior, and overall
development.
e Builds Trust and Communication
o Strong family partnerships increase trust, improve communication, and create a
more supportive environment for both children and staff.
e Reflects What Quality Really Means
o High-quality programs value and engage families as key partners in children’s
learning.

Family engagement is a key part of quality because children do best when programs
and families work together.



For Discussion:
Including Family Engagement
as a Component of QRIS
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Goal: The new QRIS not only assesses but supports best practices that
are linked to preparing children for kindergarten and beyond.
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Badges within QRIS

Badging is a way to recognize and encourage best practices by:

e Highlighting program strengths: Badges provide child care providers with an
opportunity to highlight specific areas of focus within their programs (e.g., national
accreditation, outdoor learning, trauma-informed care, or dual language
instruction... ideas from provider survey: Family Partnerships; Infant & Toddler
Specialist; Experienced Teaching Team; Flexible Hours; Enhanced Staffing)

e Increasing visibility to families: Once earned, badges would be displayed on the
OEC website, allowing parents to identify and compare programs based on their
individual needs and priorities.

e Making badges opt-in and voluntary: Participation in optional badges would be
separate from any rated or required QRIS elements.



Thoughts on Badges?



We'd love to hear
from you!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfXAkwoRqLt78P9OqGmNScl5C35zyu9tizofaz-msOpmNcb2w/viewform?usp=header

CLASS Learning
Opportunity

CLASS Primers are for online training,
accessible for early childhood teachers and
leaders to complete asynchronously before an
introduction course. This will help you learn the
basics about CLASS and takes approximately 3
hours to complete.

e CLASS Primer for Teachers Online Course:
Pre-K (WPTQU9MW)

e CLASS Primer for Teachers Online Course:
Infant/Toddler (WPTQU94X)

e CLASS Primer for Leaders: (YPT3)B3Z)

These codes are limited and will be available on a
first-come, first-served basis. Once the code is
activated, teachers and leaders will have 12
months to complete the training.



https://dashboard.teachstone.com/users/activate-product-key

We want to keep this conversation going:
e Follow up in Provider webinar Register for the provider webinar here!
o Next Provider Webinar
July 7, 2026 at 12pm
e Monthly QRIS cadence 12-1pm the third

Tuesday of every month (to be finalized)

o Opportunity for us to learn from

each other as we develop the QRIS


https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ezj991LVT_GR2x9JRt0X4w#/registration
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ezj991LVT_GR2x9JRt0X4w#/registration

