Competencies for American Sign Language,
Grades K-12

In addition to the Arkansas Teaching Standards, the teacher of ASL Foreign Language, grades
K-12, shall demonstrate knowledge and competencies in the following areas:

1. Communicate in 1.1 Use American Sign Language to engage in
American Sign conversations and provide information, express
Language feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions
ASLTA: Standard 1 1.2 Comprehend and interpret live and recorded Sign

Language on a variety of topics
1.3 Present information, concepts, and ideas to an
audience of viewers in American Sign Language

2. Gain Knowledge and 2.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship
Understanding of between the practices and perspectives of American
American Deaf Deaf culture
Culture 2.2 Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship
ASLTA: Standard 2 between the products and perspectives of American
WRS Deaf culture

2.3 Connect with other disciplines and acquire
information and diverse perspectives in order to use
the language to function in academic and career-
related situations

3. Use American Sign 3.1 Reinforce and further knowledge of other disciplines
Language to Connect through American Sign Language in academic and
with Other Disciplines career-related situations
& Acquire 3.2 Acquire information and recognize the distinctive
Information viewpoints that are only available through American
ASLTA: Standard 3 Sign Language and Deaf culture
WRS

4. Develop Insight into 4.1 Demonstrate understanding of the nature of
the Nature of language through comparisons of American Sign
Language and Culture Language and their own languages
ASLTA: Standard 4 4.2 Demonstrate understanding of the nature of culture

through comparisons of American Deaf culture and
their own culture

5. Use American Sign 5.1 Use American Sign Language within and beyond
Language to the school setting
Participate in 5.2 Show evidence of becoming life-long learners by
Communities at Home using American Sign Language for personal
and Around the World enjoyment and enrichment

ASLTA: Standard 5
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6. Core Practices for 6.1 Take risks, make mistakes, and persevere
World Language 6.2 Seek opportunities to use American Sign Language
Learners outside of class
AR WLS 6.3 Set realistic goals, self-assess, and reflect

6.4 Exhibit resourceful and willingness to collaborate
within the classroom and beyond

6.5 Show open-mindedness, curiosity, and
respectfulness of the target culture

6.6 Improve language skills continuously

6.7 Engage in the language learning process

7. World-Readiness 7.1 Interact with cultural competence and understanding
WRS 7.2 Use American Sign Language within and beyond
the school setting

8. Personal Development | The Arkansas Department of Education has identified five
Guide for Life guiding principles that support educators, business leaders,
communities and students in their efforts to help all Arkansans
develop these critical skills. Each principle represents a set of
skills needed to thrive at home, school, on the job and in the
community. These guiding principles are:
8.1 Growth (manage yourself)
» Develop problem-solving skills
» Practice mindfulness
» Persevere
8.2 Understanding (know yourself)
» Increase self-awareness
» Know your strengths and weaknesses
» Develop critical thinking skills
8.3 Interaction (build relationships)
» Treat others with respect
» Communicate effectively
» Seek out and offer help when needed
8.4 Decisions (make responsible choices)
» Consider personal beliefs, safety and the
situation
» Think through potential consequences
» Put your best self forward
8.5 Empathy (be aware of others)
» See other perspectives
» Value the feelings of others
» Appreciate diversity




