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Arkansas Better Chance (ABC)

2025-2026 Provider Call




Office of Early Childhood (OEC) Staff

Brandy Ishmon

Assistant Director

Email: Brandy.Ishmon@ade.arkansas.gov
Phone: 501-320-8930

Kayla Bodi

ABC Program Administrator

Email: Kayla.Bodi@ade.arkansas.gov
Phone: 501-644-4835

Cyndi Engles

ABC Program Eligibility Specialist Supervisor
Email: Cynthia.Engles@ade.arkansas.gov
Phone: 501-350-3910

Miracle Lee

ABC Program Eligibility Specialist
Email: Miracle.Lee@ade.arkansas.gov
Phone: 501-371-1347

Letitia Connors

ABC Program Eligibility Specialist

Email: Letitia.Connors@ade.arkansas.gov
Phone: 501-910-6439



Arkansas Better Chance (ABC) Agenda

= Important Dates

= Trainings/Resources Website

= Statewide Provider Call — March 4, 2025

= Next ABC Provider Call — March 18, 2025 (Monthly)

= Program Recruitment and School District Calendars (How does your school get to 178
days?)

= Early Childhood Special Education

= Questions & Answers



Important Dates

= March 4t — Statewide Child Care Provider Call
= March 5™ - Billing Due

» March 7" — Summer ABC Intent Letters Due

= March 18t — ABC Provider Call



Trainings & Resources

A tip for ABC providers is to bookmark the Trainings & Resources section of our website. We will be posting
recorded meetings, training videos, and other resources here throughout the school year.

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education - Offices - Early Childhood - Arkansas Better Chance Program (ABC) -
Training Videos and Resources
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Early Childhood Training Videos and Resources

About OEC OEC would like to welcome all ABC providers to join us in 2025 for ABC office hours via Zoom.

Arkansas Better Chance Program (ABC) - « January 8, 2025 - 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m

COPA, Curriculum & Screening Tools « January 15, 2025 - 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m.
ABC Program Forms and Documents

* January 29, 2025 - 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m.
Pre-K R.I.5.E. (Reading Initiative for Student Excellence)

z « February 5, 2025 - 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m.
Training Videos and Resources e February 12, 2025 - 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m.
Arkansas Early Childhood Commission ¢ February 26, 2025 - 12:00p.m.-1:00p.m.

Arkansas Office of Early Childhood Strategic Plan = Join Zoom Meeting

Behavior Help https://zoom.us/j/91461066428?pwd=xvPGNOVIJANCTyIYvQ|d]FtgPirws.1

Better Beginnings @ Meeting ID: 914 6106 6428
Passcode: 767594
Child Care Licensing

Recorded Meetings
b—


https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/arkansas-better-chance-program-abc/training-videos-and-resources
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/arkansas-better-chance-program-abc/training-videos-and-resources

Statewide Provider Call — March 4, 2025

The Office of Early Childhood statewide provider call is held the first Tuesday of
every month, from 12:00 — 1:00. These calls are recorded as well and posted on the
OEC website.

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education - Offices - Early Childhood -
Informational Provider Calls
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* October 23, 2023 - Child Care Background Check Call

Local Leads « July 27, 2023 - Child Care Background Check Call
OEC Apps Portal &7 Capacitacion en verificacion de antecedentes
OEC Dashboards & OEC ofrecera una capacitacion en vivo sobre el sistema electronico de verificacion de antecedentes|

como navegar por el sistema, ingresaran la informacion requerida y tendran la oportunidad de hag

OEC Policies de Zoom que tendran lugar en 2023.

OEC Quicklinks & . .
Informational Provider Calls

Professional Development -
To provide you with information and to answer questions about child care, join the informational Zi
Proposed Rules & Public Notices month at 12:00 pm.
Report a Concern About a Child Care Center @ » Join via phone: 301-715-8592 |D: 953 5436 3354
Reports & Publications + Join via computer: Click Here ID: 959 5436 3354

School Readiness Assistance Program Previous Meetings:

SRA Portal & » February 4, 2025 - Child Care Provider Call - YouTube
& PowerPoint - Provider Call (February 4, 2025)

10 Minutes Matter

* January 7, 2025 - Child Care Provider Call - YouTube
e PowerPoint - Provider Call (January 7, 2025)

o

« Background Check Expirations Sheet


https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/informational-provider-calls
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/informational-provider-calls

The ABC provider call will be held monthly, beginning March 18t , 2025. We will
meet the third Tuesday of every month.

The link for the monthly call will be sent via email, and posted to our website.

You will also see reminders via the COPA data system.
Topic Survey

Please continue to use the survey link to add your input
on topics of discussion going forward.



https://forms.office.com/r/UannkVuaJm

Creative Ideas

= First, we want to hear from all programs.

= Add your answers to the Chat box:
=  What creative ways does your program recruit families for enrollment? What is working well?

= We want to hear from our school district programs!

= Add your answers in the Chat box:
= [fyour district is on an alternative calendar, what creative ways making your goal of 178 days?



Early Childhood Special Education

The Early Childhood Special Education department has a large list of resources for

programs and families.

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education - Offices - Special Education - Early

Childhood Special Education

*TIP*
The EC Special Education department has a technical

assistance section for providers:
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education - Offices -

Special Education - Technical Assistance Providers

Special Education

Accessible Educational Materials (AEM)
Advisory Council

Alternate Pathway to Graduation
Assessment & Curriculum

Children and Youth with Sensory Impairments
and Additional Disabilities

Comprehensive Coordinated Early Intervening
Services (CCEIS)

Data & Research
Dispute Resolution

Early Childhood Special Education

Behavior Supports for Early Childhood Special
Education (ECSE) &

Child Find &
Child Outcomes Summary (COS) &
Early Childhood Special Education (3-5 Years)

First Connections (Birth - 3 Years) g

Inclusion I
Office of Early Child
Parent & Family R v
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Early Childhood Special Education

Birth to Two Years

Three to Five Years
! =

»
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For more information, please contact:

Danita Pitts

Administrator of Early Childhood Special Education (B-5)
Arkansas Department of Education

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education

1407 West Capitol Avenue, Suite 450

Little Rock, AR 72201

Phone: 501-682-4289

Cell: 501-529-6939

Fax: 501-682-4313

Email: Danita Pitts@ade arkansas.gov



https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/special-education/early-childhood-special-education1
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/special-education/early-childhood-special-education1
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/special-education/technical-assistance-providers
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/special-education/technical-assistance-providers

Next Call March 18, 2025!
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