
Arkansas Better Chance (ABC)
Provider Call



Office of Early Childhood (OEC) Staff

Brandy Ishmon

Early Childhood Program Administrator

Email: Brandy.Ishmon@ade.arkansas.gov

Phone: 501-320-8930

________________________________________

Kayla Bodi

Early Childhood Program Supervisor/Expert 

Email: Kayla.Bodi@ade.arkansas.gov

Phone: 501-644-4835

________________________________________ 

Bridgetti Mitchell

Early Childhood Program Coordinator

Email: Bridgetti.Mitchell@ade.arkansas.gov

Phone: 501-396-6119

________________________________________

Miracle Lee

Early Childhood Program Specialist

Email: Miracle.Lee@ade.arkansas.gov

Phone: 501-371-1347

________________________________________

Letitia Connors

Early Childhood Program Specialist

Email: Letitia.Connors@ade.arkansas.gov

Phone: 501-910-6439 

________________________________________

Michele Davis

Early Childhood Program Coordinator

Email: Michele.davis@ade.arkansas.gov

Phone: 501-350-3880 

________________________________________

Ikevya Smith

Early Childhood Program Specialist

Email: Ikevya.Smith@ade.arkansas.gov

Phone: 501-534-4145

________________________________________

Sa’yee Brown

Early Childhood Program Specialist

Email: Sayee.Brown@ade.arkansas.gov

Phone: 501-910-6479

________________________________________

mailto:Brandy.Ishmon@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Kayla.Bodi@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Bridgetti.Mitchell@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Miracle.Lee@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Letitia.Connors@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Michele.davis@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Michele.davis@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Ikevya.Smith@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:Sayee.Brown@ade.arkansas.gov


Arkansas Better Chance (ABC) Agenda

• COPA Grant Renewal – Due May 29

• COPA Pre-Rollover

• COPA Required Fields
• Custom Eligibility Information

• OEC Child Care Provider Call – Webinar Registration

• Required Reports
• Final Expenditure Reports and Final Disclosure Reports

• Final Staff Qualification Progress (SQP) Reports

• Summer Programming

• Federal Pre-K Transition 

• ABC Coordinators Training 2026 – 2027



Pre-Rollover in COPA

As a reminder, please submit Pre-Rollover before leaving for the summer. This action is due May 22, 2026. 

• To perform pre-rollover, you will need Admin access. 

• You must rollover both Child and Family. 

• Children should be placed on the Recertify / Back to Waiting List or Archive list. If they were on the 

Returning/Back to Eligible List, the OEC team has placed them back to Eligible. Please verify that all 

children are correctly placed. 

• The OEC team sent out additional pre-rollover instructions by email. Please email us if you do not currently 

have Admin access. copasupport.mailaccount@ade.arkansas.gov

mailto:copasupport.mailaccount@ade.arkansas.gov


COPA Required Field – Custom Eligibility Information

If you are utilizing an option other than 

income for eligibility, please use the 

custom eligibility points information as 

well to select the option. For example, 

low birth weight. 

This helps ABC identify and collect data 

on how useful these additional criteria 

are to programs. 



The Office of Early Childhood statewide provider call is held the first Tuesday of every 

month, from 12:00 – 1:00. These calls are recorded as well and posted on the OEC 

website. You need to registry for each provider call as there is a new webinar link!

Statewide Provider Call – June 2, 2026

Division of Elementary and Secondary Education - Offices - Early Childhood -

Informational Provider Calls

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/informational-provider-calls
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Final Reports

You can find updated templates for these reports on our website. Please remember 

these reports are a requirement of your ABC Grant Agreement. 

▪ These shall be submitted to copasupport.mailaccount@ade.arkansas.gov. 

▪ Final Expenditure report is due July 31, 2026. 

▪ Staff Qualification Plan (SQP) Final Progress Reports are due July 31, 2026.

▪ Final Disclosure Audit is due 120 days after your program year ends. 
▪ LEA programs are not required to complete a final disclosure audit. 

▪ Non-LEA programs who receive $750,000 or more in funding, must submit a final disclosure 

audit. 

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/arkansas-better-chance-program-abc/abc-program-forms-and-documents
mailto:copasupport.mailaccount@ade.arkansas.gov


Summer Programming

• All children to be enrolled into Summer Programming must be updated no later than May 22, 2026. If 

your program begins prior to this date, all relevant documents must be uploaded before the program's 

start date.

❖ Please submit your rosters using the template provided. Rosters must be uploaded to COPA 
under Agency eDocs.

❖ The programs will be responsible for enrolling all children into the correct Summer classroom 
under the correct Program model and option 

❖ All ABC children should be under the ABC Summer Program Model and those remaining as 
Federal Pre-K should remain under the current Program Model of CCDF Pre-K.

❖ Should you have any questions as it relates to program models or summer classrooms, please 
reach out to copasupport.mailaccount@ade.Arkansas.gov

Failure to place the child under the correct Program Model & Option may result in non-payment.

mailto:copasupport.mailaccount@ade.Arkansas.gov


ABC Summer Weekly Attendance

● Enter attendance weekly. You may do this daily 

as well. Your attendance should be entered 

exactly as you do during the normal program 

year, however you will select your Summer 

classrooms. 

● Not entering attendance may cause a delay in 

your payments. 

● If you have any questions, please reach out to 

us. 

● copasupport.mailaccount@ade.arkansas.gov

mailto:copasupport.mailaccount@ade.arkansas.gov
mailto:copasupport.mailaccount@ade.arkansas.gov


ABC Summer Weekly Attendance



Federal Pre-K Transition

ABC Programs that also serve Federal Pre-K students will be required to transition those 

children into ABC program models in COPA by May 27, 2026. 

• This will allow you to receive your final Federal PreK payment for those children.

• They will be ready for rollover for the 2026 – 2027 program year. 

• This will assist in no delayed payment for the next program year. 

• You MUST verify ABC eligibility for each child before updating the program 

model/option in COPA. 

• These children will transition from CCDF Pre-K to ABC. Select the applicable program 

option. 

• If they are attending ABC Summer, you will change the model from CCDF Pre-K to ABC 

Summer.



ABC Coordinator Training

Our annual ABC Coordinator Training will be June 25 – 26, 2026. 

We will be sending out save the dates through email as well.

• The training will be via Zoom and recorded.

• The first day will be programming, day 2 will be mostly financial guidance. 

• All new coordinators are required to attend. If you cannot attend those dates, please 

notify us. 



Questions?
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