
Meeting Agenda

• Tonya Williams – Announcement
            –  LEARNS  
• Paul Lazenby – Step Up to Wage$ Update
• Dawn Jeffrey – Updating ELS and OEC        

          Website
• Brandy Ishmon – Infant/Toddler Contracts
              – New SRA System
• Lori Bridges – CLASS Pilot Update
• Jennifer Douglas – Local Leads Update

 

Welcome to 

the Monthly 
Provider Call. 

The meeting will
begin at 12:00 pm.



https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/transportation_modernization_grant2_COMM.pdf

Announcement

ADE Point of Contact:
Tim Cain, Director of Facilities & Transportation
tim.cain@ade.arkansas.gov
501-682-4261

More information will be 
shared during January 7th call

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/transportation_modernization_grant2_COMM.pdf
mailto:tim.cain@ade.arkansas.gov


LEARNS in Early 

Childhood



Step Up to Wage$ Update

paul@arkansasearlychildhood.org

Paul Lazenby



Updating ELS and 
OEC Website 

dawn.jeffrey@ade.arkansas.gov

Dawn Jeffrey



1. Providers can now update their
staff list and enter new staff. 

2. Coming soon, alerts will be in your    
portal and an email about your staff 
and outdated background checks. 
 
3.  By the end of the year, Providers 
will be able to update vehicle 
transportation.

Updates for ELS 



Guide to create an INA account.
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-

childhood/electronic-background-check

Step by step guide to apply for a 
child care license.

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-
childhood/child-care-licensing

The six critical areas.
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-

childhood/child-care-licensing

Items on the OEC Website



Charts for Openings and Closing
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-

of-early-childhood/child-care-licensing

Charts for Violations 

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-
of-early-childhood/child-care-licensing

New email address for all 
questions:

CCL.Questions@ade.arkansas.gov

Items on the OEC Website

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/child-care-licensing
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/child-care-licensing
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/child-care-licensing
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/child-care-licensing


Brandy Ishmon

brandy.ishmon@ade.arkansas.gov



Infant/Toddler Contracts
This announcement will 

be made by the end of the month.



New School 
Readiness System (SRA)



Lori Bridges

CLASS Pilot Update

lori.bridges@ade.arkansas.gov



CLASS Pilot Learning Year

ADE launched the CLASS pilot this fall to measure and improve adult-child 
interactions that impact child outcomes. 
Fall CLASS observations are well underway! 

Since the CLASS data portal has been accessible to observers (Oct. 24th)
• 152 completed observations have

been entered in the data portal
As of November 20, there are:
• 119 certified observers
• 27 infant
• 43 toddler
• 99 pre-K
• 48 total affiliate trainers [who can train other observers]

Data from the fall CLASS observations will be available in January 2025.

Classrooms to be observed 

Infant Toddler Pre-K Total

71 92 434 597



CLASS Overview

Trained observers take detailed notes during observations, using the tool to score the quality of 
interactions they see. The tool offers consistent language and behaviors that can be observed and 
improved upon to increase the quality of the child experience.

Observable interactions are organized into specific domains for scoring and feedback. Those scores are then 
rolled up to provide actionable feedback for teachers and providers on where quality can be improved.

Expectations for the 
Classroom

PreK Domains Toddler Domains Infant Domains

Warm, positive environment with 
trusting relationships responsive to 
the needs of children and 
enhancing children’s abilities to 
interact with others

Emotional Support

Emotional & Behavioral 
Support

Responsive Caregiving
Daily routines are organized and 
disruptions are minimal to manage 
children’s attention, time, and 
behavior

Classroom Organization

Children are supported to learn 
new concepts, develop language, 
and connect ideas through 
classroom interactions and play

Instructional Support Engaged Support for 
Learning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Hw0DbxOmJQ


CLASS Resources

www.oecclass.org

http://www.oecclass.org/


Registration for the LETRS EC 
Spring 2025 Cohorts is now 

open!
Register here!

For more information, please contact us 
at prekrise.support@ade.arkansas.gov.

Prekrise.org

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGCMTk0ajAkOLYAEMpPp3oN5bpI7Yn2ONx9v3V02b-12ctaA/viewform
mailto:prekrise.support@ade.arkansas.gov
https://sites.google.com/dawsonesc.com/pre-krise/home


Local Leads Update

Jennifer Douglas

jennifer.douglas@ade.arkansas.gov



26 Local Lead 
Organizations 
Covering all

75 counties in Arkansas

Statewide Local Leads



Child count data provides real time information of children accessing publicly-funded spots by 
site and funding type, regardless of how the funding is administered. This information will 
help drive state and regional strategy.

Child Count Data

Data Reflects October 1 Child Count for Cohort 1 & 2
• This data reflects counts for 65 counts, out of 

   75 total counties in AR
• 100% Local Leads have submitted child count
• 80% submitted by Oct. 31 deadline
• 91% county-level child counts are complete
• Still needing data from approximately 50 providers



Next call is January 7 at 12:00pm

NEXT MEETING

Find the recording of today’s meeting here:
Division of Elementary and Secondary Education - Offices - Early Childhood - Informational Provider Calls (arkansas.gov)

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/office-of-early-childhood/informational-provider-calls
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