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 Consent Agenda

C-1 Minutes - December 11, 2006

 

C-2 Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations

 The applicant data from this information is used to compile the Applicant Flow Chart forms for the Affirmative Action 

Report, which demonstrates the composition of applicants through the selecting, hiring, promoting and terminating 

process.     Process   To communicate to the members of the State Board on monthly personnel actions.     

Bibliography   The information is needed to measure the effectiveness of our recruitment, hiring and promotion efforts 

and is in conformity with federal government guidelines, which require us to compile statistical information about 

applicants for employment.

C-3 Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on the 
Execution of the Implementation Plan

 * By the Court Order of December 1, 1993, the Department of Education is required to file a monthly Project 

Management Tool to the court and the parties to assure its commitment to the Desegregation Plan. This report 

describes the progress the ADE has made since March 15, 1994, in complying with the provisions of the 

Implementation Plan (Plan) and itemizes the ADE's progress against the timelines presented in the Plan. Process * In 

January, the report emphasizes the following: 1. Summary of the PMT for December. 

C-4 Report of Waivers to School Districts for Teachers Teaching Out-of-Field for 
Longer than Thirty (30) Consecutive Days, Act 1623 of 2001.

 Act 1623 of 2001 requires local school districts to secure a waiver when classrooms are staffed with unlicensed 

teachers for longer than 30 days.  Waiver requests were received from 201 districts covering a total of 594 positions.  

None of these requests were from a district in academic distress.  These requests have been reviewed by Department 

staff and are consistent with program guidelines.

C-5 Approve Payment of Stipends and Expenses to Board Members

 Arkansas Code Annotated Sec. 25-16-904 provides that all State Boards and Commissions may, at the first official 

meeting of each calendar year, authorize payment of a stipend to its members.  The Statute sets the stipend for the 

State Board of Education at $85.00 per day and provides for reimbursement of actual expenses for mileage and per 



diem consistent with approved State authorization.

 Action Agenda

A-1 Report on the Status of Schools Classified in Fiscal Distress for the 2006-2007 
School Year

 For the 2006-2007 school year, four school districts were classified by the State Board as being in Fiscal Distress 

under the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, which is a part of the Omnibus Act of 2003.  The 

State Board had previously classified eight districts.  This law is codified at A.C.A. §6-20-1901 et. seq.  The Department 

is currently working with a total of twelve districts.  

   

For the 2006-2007 school year, the Department staff has visited each district, reviewed their improvement plans, 

annual financial report and budget, and worked with the districts on issues specific to their districts.  The Department 

continues to work with the following districts:  

Cross County School District  

Dierks School District   

Dollarway School District  

          Helena-West Helena School District (State Takeover September 2005)  

          Hughes School District  

Flippin School District           

Lead Hill School District  

          Midland School District (State Takeover January 2006)  

          Omaha School District  

          Pulaski County School District  

          Turrell School District  

Western Yell County School District  

   

Recommendations:  

The Department is certifying that three school districts have corrected all criteria for being classified as being in Fiscal 

Distress and have complied with all Department recommendations and requirements for removal from Fiscal Distress.  

These three districts are Dierks, Flippin, and Western Yell County.  

   

A.C.A. §6-20-1908(c), provides:  

A school district in Fiscal Distress may only petition the State Board of Education for removal from Fiscal Distress 

status after the Department has certified in writing that the school district has corrected all criteria for being classified as 

in Fiscal Distress and has complied with all Department recommendations and requirements for removal from Fiscal 

Distress.  

   

Attached are the letters from Dierks, Flippin and Western Yell County School Districts petitioning the State Board for 

removal of Fiscal Distress status.  

   

The Board is requested to accept this report in compliance with A.C.A. §6-20-1908(g), which requires the Department 

to submit a written evaluation of each school district in Fiscal Distress to the State Board every six months.  

   

 

A-2 Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE Review: 
Carver Project International - Lee County School District



 Carver Project International is a proposed open-enrollment charter school to be located within the Lee County School 

District in Rondo, Arkansas.  The sponsoring entity on the letter of intent is listed as The CUROS Organization.  The 

sponsoring entity on the application is The CUROS Group, Inc. Students in grades 7-12 would be served with an 

enrollment of 240 students. 

  

The proposed facility is located at 12165 Hwy. 121 South, Rondo, Arkansas.   

  

Affected districts for this proposed charter school include Lee County, Forrest City and Barton-Lexa.  The Board of 

Education of the Lee County School District voted to disapprove the Carver Project International Open-Enrollment 

Charter.  The applicants therefore, have requested a hearing with the State Board of Education in this matter.  

  

Staff members from several Sections of the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) reviewed the application for the 

Carver Project.  Evaluation concerns and comments were then mailed to the applicants for response.  The applicants 

responded to the ADE evaluation in writing.  Copies of the application, documentation by the districts, the ADE 

evaluation and the written response by the applicants have been included for review by the Board. 

  

The applicant is requesting to be granted an Open-Enrollment Charter from the State Board of 

Education.

A-3 Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application and ADE Review: 
Dreamland Academy of Performing and Communication Arts - Little Rock School 
District

 Dreamland Academy of Performing and Communication Arts is a proposed open-enrollment charter school to be 

located within the Little Rock School District in Little Rock, Arkansas.  The sponsoring entity on the letter of intent is 

listed as Carter, Reddy & Associates, Inc.  The sponsoring entity on the application is Carter, Reddy, Kirkland Human 

Services Agency. Students in grades K-5 would be served with an enrollment of 300 students. 

  

The proposed facility is located at 5722 West 12th Street, Little Rock, Arkansas.   

  

Affected districts for this proposed charter school include Little Rock, Academics Plus Charter School, Lisa Academy, 

Benton, Bryant, North Little Rock and Pulaski County Special.  The Board of Education of the Little Rock School District 

reviewed the application for Dreamland Academy Open-Enrollment Charter.  No action was taken by the Little Rock 

School District. 

  

Staff members from several Sections of the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) reviewed the application for the 

Dreamland Academy.  Evaluation concerns and comments were then mailed to the applicants for response.  The 

applicants responded to the ADE evaluation in writing.  Copies of the application, documentation by the districts, the 

ADE evaluation and the written response by the applicants have been included for review by the Board. 

  

The applicant is requesting to be granted an Open-Enrollment Charter from the State Board of 

Education. 

A-4 Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter Application Appeal and ADE Review: 
Montgomery Academy – Magnolia School District

 
Montgomery Academy is a proposed open-enrollment charter school to be located within the Magnolia School District 

in Magnolia, Arkansas.  The sponsoring entity on the letter of intent is listed as Inspired Revelations Word of Faith 

Foundation.  The sponsoring entity on the application is Education Consortia, Inc. by and through Great River 



Academic Center of Excellence, Inc.  Students in grades 4-8 would be served with an enrollment of 150 students. 

  

The proposed facility is located at 229 A Street, Magnolia, Arkansas.   

  

Affected districts for this proposed charter school include Magnolia, Stephens, Smackover, Junction City and Emerson-

Taylor.  The Board of Education of the Magnolia School District voted to disapprove the Montgomery Academy Open-

Enrollment Charter.  The applicants therefore, have requested a hearing with the State Board of Education in this 

matter.  

  

Staff members from several Sections of the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) reviewed the application for the 

Montgomery Academy.  Evaluation concerns and comments were then mailed to the applicants for response.  The 

applicants responded to the ADE evaluation in writing.  Copies of the application, documentation by the districts, the 

ADE evaluation and the written response by the applicants have been included for review by the Board. 

  

The applicant is requesting to be granted an Open-Enrollment Charter from the State Board of 

Education. 

A-5 Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE Review: 
Perkins Academy of Science/Math/Technology - Helena-West Helena School 
District 

 Perkins Academy of Science/Math/Technology is a proposed open-enrollment charter school to be located within the 

Helena-West Helena School District in Helena, Arkansas.  The sponsoring entity on the letter of intent is listed as R & 

J’s ABC Preschool.  The sponsoring entity on the application is Caring Spirits.  Students in grades K-4 would be served 

with an enrollment of 120 students. 

  

The proposed facility is located at 635 Elm Street, Helena, Arkansas.   

  

Affected districts for this proposed charter school include Helena-West Helena, Lee County, Barton-Lexa and Marvell.  

The Board of Education of the Helena-West Helena School District voted to disapprove the Perkins Academy of 

Science/Math/Technology Open-Enrollment Charter.  The applicants therefore, have requested a hearing with the 

State Board of Education in this matter.  

  

Staff members from several Sections of the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) reviewed the application for the 

Perkins Academy.  Evaluation concerns and comments were then mailed to the applicants for response.  The 

applicants responded to the ADE evaluation in writing.  Copies of the application, documentation by the districts, the 

ADE evaluation and the written response by the applicants have been included for review by the Board. 

  

The applicant is requesting to be granted an Open-Enrollment Charter from the State Board of Education.  

A-6 Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
Covenant Keepers Academy for College Bound Students - Little Rock

 

On December 11, 2006, the State Board of Education conducted a hearing and reviewed the 

application for Covenant Keepers Academy for College Bound Students – Little Rock.  At that 

time, representatives from the Little Rock School District presented material regarding the Open 

Enrollment Charter School Application.  The Board held dialogue with the applicants regarding 

clarification of the information presented.  Following discussion, the State Board asked for 

additional information regarding Covenant Keepers Academy and tabled action until the January 



meeting.

A-7 Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
Learning for Life Academy - Little Rock

 On December 11, 2006, the State Board of Education conducted a hearing and reviewed the 

application for Learning for Life Academy – Little Rock.  At that time, representatives from the 

Little Rock School District presented material regarding the Open Enrollment Charter School 

Application.  The Board held dialogue with the applicants regarding clarification of the 

information presented.  Following discussion, the State Board asked for additional information 

regarding Learning for Life Academy and tabled action until the January meeting.

A-8 Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
Northwest Academy of Fine Arts – Rogers

 On December 11, 2006, the State Board of Education conducted a hearing and reviewed the 

application for the Northwest Academy of Fine Arts - Rogers.  At that time, the Board exchanged 

dialogue with the applicants regarding clarification of the information in the application.  

Following discussion, the State Board tabled action until the January meeting. 

A-9 Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
School of Excellence - Humprey

 On December 11, 2006, the State Board of Education conducted a hearing and reviewed the 

application for the School of Excellence-Humphrey.  At that time, representatives from the DeWitt 

School District presented material regarding the Open Enrollment Charter School Application.  

The Board exchanged dialogue with the applicants regarding clarification of the information 

presented.  Following discussion, the Board asked for additional information regarding the 

School of Excellence and tabled action until the January meeting.

A-10 Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement for Certified Teacher's License - 
Terri Camp

 Ms. Terri Camp was convicted of Felony Hot Check on October 3, 1995.  This is a disqualifying offense for a certified 

teacher’s license pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(e)(2)(A).  On December 12, 2006, Ms. Camp was notified of 

the denial of her criminal background check due to a disqualifying offense and the proposed stipulated agreement 

allowing her to retain her teacher’s license upon the condition of probation.  

   

Ms. Camp has been employed by the Pine Bluff School District as a teacher since she received her initial three (3) year 

license on November 2, 2006.  Ms. Camp has no other convictions.      

   

Based on the afore-mentioned circumstances, the Arkansas Department of Education recommends that Ms. Camp be 

placed on probationary status for a period of one (1) year from the date of this hearing during which time she must not 

be convicted of, or charged resulting in a conviction with, any disqualifying offense pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-

410. 

A-11 Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-Certified 
Employment with the Jonesboro School District - Marvin Ross

 
Mr. Marvin Ross was convicted of Domestic Battering Third Degree on October 15, 1998.  This is a disqualifying 

offense for employment with a school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(g)(2)

(A).  The Jonesboro School District was notified of Mr. Ross’ ineligibility on September 13, 2006.  Mr. Ross submitted a 

request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on September 18, 2006.   Mr. Ross worked in 



maintenance for the Jonesboro School District and received a positive recommendation from Superintendent Singleton 

as well as his supervisor Mr. Clinton Byard.  His record revealed no other convictions.     Based on the afore-mentioned 

circumstances, the Arkansas Department of Education recommends that a waiver be granted to Mr. Marvin Ross with 

the stipulation that he be placed on probationary status for a period of two (2) years from the granting of this waiver 

during which time he must not be convicted of, or charged resulting in a conviction with, any disqualifying offense 

pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414.  

A-12 Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement for Certified Teacher's License - 
Susan Williams

 Ms. Susan Williams pled guilty to Sale, Distribution, or Display of Harmful Material to Minor, in violation of Texas Penal 

Code § 43.24, on September 15, 1999.  This is a disqualifying offense for a certified teacher’s license pursuant to Ark. 

Code Ann. § 6-17-410(e)(2)(B)(ii).  On June 28, 2006, Ms. Williams was notified of the recommendation for revocation 

of her teacher’s license and of her right to a hearing before the State Board of Education.  On July 26, 2006, counsel 

for Ms. Williams submitted a request for a waiver and hearing pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(d).  Ms. Williams 

and counsel were notified on October 26, 2006, that a hearing would be held before the State Board of Education on 

December 11, 2006, for consideration of the recommendation for revocation and her request for a waiver.  The Turrell 

School District, for which Ms. Williams is employed, was notified of the hearing.  At the request of both parties, the 

matter of Ms. Williams’ revocation and waiver request was tabled until January 17, 2007.  

 

Ms. Williams has been employed by the Turrell School District for three (3) years.  She has a letter of support from the 

Turrell Superintendent describing her as an effective and dedicated employee.  Ms. Williams has no other 

convictions.      

   

Based on the afore-mentioned circumstances, the Arkansas Department of Education recommends that Ms. Williams 

be placed on probationary status for a period of two (2) years from the date of this hearing during which time she must 

not be convicted of, or charged resulting in a conviction with, any disqualifying offense pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-

17-410.

A-13 Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-Certified 
Employment with the South Central Service Cooperative - Wendy Tyson

 Ms. Wendy Tyson was convicted of Felony Hot Check on January 22, 2002.  This is a disqualifying offense for 

employment with a school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(g)(1).  The South 

Central Service Cooperative was notified of Ms. Tyson’s ineligibility on October 6, 2006.  Ms. Tyson submitted a 

request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on November 8, 2006.   Ms. Tyson worked as a 

teacher’s aide for the South Central Service Cooperative and received a positive recommendation from Director 

Marsha Daniels on behalf of the SCSC Executive Board.  Her record revealed no other convictions.     Based on the 

afore-mentioned circumstances, the Arkansas Department of Education recommends that a waiver be granted to Ms. 

Wendy Tyson with the stipulation that she be placed on probationary status for a period of one (1) year from the 

granting of this waiver during which time she must not be convicted of, or charged resulting in a conviction with, any 

disqualifying offense pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414.  

A-14 Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-Certified 
Employment with the Fayettteville and Springdale School Districts - Jesse Wilson 

 Mr. Wilson was convicted of Felony Theft of Services on June 7, 1996.  This is a disqualifying offense for employment 

with a school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(g)(1).  The Fayetteville School 

District was notified of Mr. Wilson’s ineligibility on June 16, 2006.  Mr. Wilson submitted a request for a waiver pursuant 

to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on September 11, 2006.   Mr. Wilson has worked as a substitute teacher for both the 

Fayetteville and Springdale School Districts and received a positive recommendation from his supervisors at both 



school districts.  He has no other convictions.     Based on the afore-mentioned circumstances, the Arkansas 

Department of Education recommends that a waiver be granted to Mr. Wilson with the stipulation that he be placed on 

probationary status for a period of one (1) year from the granting of this waiver during which time he must not be 

convicted of, or charged resulting in a conviction with, any disqualifying offense pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-

414.  

A-15 Hearing on Revocation of Provisional Certified Teacher's License - Angela Oltman

 Ms. Oltman was convicted of Second Degree Assault on a Family or Household Member on July 8, 2005.  This is a 

disqualifying offense for a certified teacher’s license pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(e)(2)(B)(i).  On November 

1, 2006, Ms. Oltman was notified of the recommendation for revocation of her provisional teacher’s license and of her 

right to a hearing before the State Board of Education at its January meeting.

A-16 Request for Reinstatement of Teacher's License - Steven Bray

 On September 19, 2006, the Arkansas State Board of Education suspended the teacher’s license of Mr. Steven Bray 

pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 9-14-239 and upon information received from the Department of Finance and 

Administration, Office of Child Support Enforcement.  Ark. Code Ann. § 9-14-239 requires suspension of an 

occupational or professional license when an obligor is delinquent in an amount equal to three (3) months’ obligation or 

more.  On November 20, 2006, the Department of Finance and Administration, Office of Child Support Enforcement 

notified the Arkansas Department of Education that Mr. Bray brought current his child support obligation and was 

eligible for reinstatement of his teacher’s license. 

A-17 Hearing on Waiver Request for Certified Teacher's License - Van Beard

 Mr. Van Beard was convicted of Indecent Exposure on September 24, 1993.  This is a disqualifying offense for a 

certified teaching license pursuant to Ark.Code Ann. § 6-17-410(c)(24).  Mr. Beard was notified of the recommendation 

for denial of his application to renew his teacher’s license on November 28, 2006.  On November 30, 2006, Mr. Beard 

submitted a request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(d). 

A-18 Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with the Little Rock 
School District - Michael Ackers

 Mr. Michael Ackers was convicted of Delivery or Possession with Intent to Deliver of a Controlled Substance on 

December 1, 1995.  This is a disqualifying offense for employment with a school district as a non-certified employee 

pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(b)(13).  The Little Rock School District was notified of Mr. Ackers’ ineligibility on 

September 19, 2006.  On September 28, 2006, Mr. Ackers submitted a request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. 

§ 6-17-414(f). 



Minutes 
State Board of Education 

Monday, December 11, 2006 
 
 

The State Board of Education met on Monday, December 11, 2006, in the auditorium of 
the State Education Building.  Diane Tatum, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 
9:00 a.m. 
 
The following Board members were present:  Diane Tatum, Chairman; Randy Lawson, 
Vice-Chairman; Sherry Burrow; Jim Cooper; Dr. Calvin King; Dr. Tim Knight; Dr. Ben 
Mays; MaryJane Rebick; and Dr. Naccaman Williams. 
 
No Members were absent. 
 

Chair’s Report 
 

Ms. Tatum reported on a recent conference attended in Washington hosted by the 
National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE).  She noted that her 
attendance at this meeting affirmed that the direction of educational reform in Arkansas 
is on the right path and the State should be proud of the work being accomplished by 
the Department. 
 
Ms. Rebick reported that she will serve on a NASBE study committee that will meet for 
the first time in January.  Also, Ms. Rebick reported that she attended the Bessie Moore 
Economic Education Award Luncheon. 
 
Dr. Williams reported his attendance at the northwest Arkansas Next Step (High School) 
Summit held in Springdale.  He stated the event was well received and included a 
number of business and professional representatives as participants. 
 
Dr. Williams reported attending the recognition of the Arkansas Teacher of the Year 
press conference hosted by Governor Huckabee.   
 

Commissioner’s Report 
 

Dr. James recognized Tom Kimbrell, Executive Director of the Arkansas Association of 
Educational Administrators (AAEA), to make a special presentation.  Mr. Kimbrell 
recognized Frank Anthony, Superintendent of Schools, Pine Bluff, as the 2007 Arkansas 
Superintendent of the Year and noted that Mr. Anthony would be Arkansas’ 
representative in the national recognition program. 
 
Dr. James reported successful meetings at four High School Summit meetings with one 
scheduled for later in the week.  
 
 
 
 



Consent Agenda 
 

Ms. Tatum noted the item of the 2007 Schedule of Meetings and reminded Board 
members this item is included each year in the December meeting. 
 
Ms. Rebick moved approval of the Consent Agenda.  Ms. Burrow seconded the motion.  
The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 

o Minutes – November 13, 2006 
o Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on 

the Execution of the Implementation Plan 
o Act 648 Community Service Sites 
o Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations 
o Report of Waivers to School Districts for Teachers Teaching Out-of-Field for 

Longer than Thirty (30) Consecutive Days, Act 1623 of 2001 
o Adoption of Calendar of Meetings – 2007 

 
Action Agenda 

 
Request to Consider Approval of Bryant School District’s Petition to De-Annex 
the Former Paron School District 
 
Scott Smith requested that the Board table action of this item for 60 days to allow Dr. 
James and Dr. Richard Abernathy, Superintendent of Bryant School District, additional 
time to consider alternative options.  Dr. Williams moved to table action for 60 days.  Dr. 
Knight seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Request for Consideration of 2006-2007 Arkansas Better Chance Grants – 
Round #5 
 
Paul Lazenby was recognized to present this item.  Mr. Lazenby stated that this grant is 
recommended late due to changes in the facility of a previously funded project.  He 
noted that this site is in an area of high poverty and the area is not being served by 
other grants.  Ms. Burrow moved approval of the grant.  Dr. King seconded the motion.  
The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Request for Amendments to 2006-2007 Arkansas Better Chance Grants 
 
Mr. Lazenby noted that the reason for each of the proposed amendments was detailed 
in the Agenda attachments and that ABC staff has reviewed each of the revisions.  Ms. 
Rebick moved approval of the amendments as presented.  Dr. Williams seconded the 
motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Consideration of Establishing the Minimum Passing Score of 156 on the 
Content Area, Gifted Education Test (#0357) of the Praxis II Examination 
Series for Licensure of Arkansas Gifted and Talented Teachers 
 



Beverly Williams was recognized to present this item.  Ms. Williams stated that gifted 
education is a new area of licensure and this is the first time for full licensure of gifted 
education teachers.  She noted that committees of practitioners participated in the 
setting of the recommended cut score.  Dr. Mays moved adoption of the cut score as 
presented.  Mr. Cooper seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Consideration for Adoption and Implementation with the Beginning of 2007 – 
2008 School Year the Amended Grade 9-12 English/Language Arts 
Frameworks and the Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II Mathematics 
Frameworks that have been Aligned to the American Diploma Project 
(ACHIEVE) 
 
Dr. Gayle Potter was recognized to present this item.  Dr. Potter noted that the work to 
conduct the alignment and to revise these frameworks was conducted over several 
months with a large number of Arkansas practitioners participating.  Dr. James 
acknowledged the hard work of those participating and the staff in getting these 
documents to the present status. 
 
Dr. Williams asked about the Algebra II test.  Dr. Potter indicated that with the current 
alignment, the framework would be consistent with the ACHIEVE documents that are 
being used to select a vendor that will develop the Algebra II test as part of a national 
consortium.   
 
Ms. Rebick asked about professional development activities for teachers to help 
understand the new frameworks and when such training might take place.  Janinne 
Riggs responded that planning for such training is underway and will begin in late winter 
and early spring.  She also noted that training would utilize professional development 
networks already in place such as Arkansas Association of Supervision and Curriculum 
Development (AASCD) and the network of literacy and mathematics specialists 
employed by the Department. 
 
Mr. Lawson commended the staff on the work accomplished and moved adoption as 
presented.  Dr. Williams seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Consideration of Request for Public Comment on the Proposed Rule 
Governing Eligibility and Financial Incentives for National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) 
 
Beverly Williams noted that revisions to this rule are based on recent legislation that will 
allow the Arkansas Teacher of the Year to become part of the Department staff for a 
year and to become a non-voting member of the Board.  She emphasized the 
importance of teachers serving in this capacity continuing their eligibility to receive 
salary incentive based on the National Board licensure. 
 
Mr. Lawson moved adoption for public comment.  Mr. Cooper seconded the motion.  
The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 



The following Agenda items were recorded and are reported under separate cover by a 
court reporter.  Readers of the minutes are directed to the court reporter’s report for full 
text of the discussion of each of these hearings. 
 
Dr. Williams stated that his employer, Walton Family Foundation, supports charter 
schools throughout the nation including Arkansas.  He noted that he personally does not 
benefit from any charter school that is funded either by the Foundation or from the 
State with some Foundation support.  He stated that he does not believe there to be a 
conflict of interest for him to review and vote on the charter school applications under 
consideration. 
 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: School of Excellence, Humphrey 
 
The Board heard a presentation from Tom Wilson, Superintendent of DeWitt School 
District, stating the district’s opposition to the location of the proposed charter school in 
that district.  The Board also heard a presentation from Dr. Richard Wilson representing 
the application.  Following a question and answer session, Ms. Rebick moved to table 
further consideration of the application until the January 8, 2007, meeting.  Dr. Knight 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: Hope Academy, Pine Bluff 
 
Frank Anthony, Superintendent of Pine Bluff School District, presented that district’s 
opposition to the location of Hope Academy in the Pine Bluff School District.  Mr. 
Anthony suggested that the district experienced a severe decrease in enrollment and an 
open enrollment charter would further erode attendance in the district, which he felt 
would diminish program opportunities for all students in the district.  Amanda and Earl 
Glass presented information pursuant to the Hope Academy charter application.   
 
Following a period of questions to representatives of the Pine Bluff School District and 
the Hope Academy, Ms. Rebick moved approval of the charter for a period of three 
years.  The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Scott Smith reminded Board members that initial charter applications are for a period of 
five (5) years. 
 
Ms. Rebick moved approval of the Hope Academy for a period of five (5) years.  Mr. 
Lawson seconded the motion.  
 
Dr. Knight asked for documentation that will support accountability for program and 
financial operation.  Dr. James responded that the Department monitors all schools – 
including charter schools – on an annual basis and accountability and quality of results is 
understood.  Dr. James also noted that the Board may review the performance of the 
charters annually as well. 
 



The motion was adopted on a roll-call vote 5 yes and 4 no.  (Burrow, Cooper, King, and 
Mays voted no – the chair voted yes) 
 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: Northwest Academy of Fine Arts, Rogers 
 
No one was present to represent the Rogers School District, the local district in which 
the proposed charter is to be located.  A. J. Hatley presented information and responded 
to questions regarding the proposal.   
 
Mr. Cooper moved to table action on this proposed open enrollment charter until 
January 8, 2007.  Dr. King seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted with a vote 6 
yes and 2 no (Lawson and Williams voted no). 
 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: The University School, Blytheville 
 
Dr. Bruce Daniels, Superintendent of Blytheville School District, presented information 
from the Blytheville School District and the Blytheville local school board in opposition to 
the approval of the University School charter application.  Kathleen Dean presented 
information about the proposed charter application.  Daniels and Dean responded to 
questions from Board members. 
 
Mr. Lawson moved to deny the University School charter application.  Dr. Mays 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted on a unanimous roll-call vote.   Scott 
Smith reminded Board members that a vote of no requires justification or a statement of 
reasoning that led to the no vote. 
 
Lawson: Expressed concern for a sound management plan to operate the charter, 

expertise of the proposed staff and administrators to carry out the day-
to-day operation, and the potential for negatively impacting the 
desegretative efforts of the Blytheville School District and surrounding 
districts. 

Burrow: The potential for negatively impacting the desegretative efforts of the 
Blytheville School District and surrounding districts. 

Cooper: Does not believe that the proposed charter school will offer a program 
beyond that already available in the Blytheville School District and 
surrounding districts. 

King: Does not believe the facility is adequate to operate a charter school and 
questions the ability and intent of the city to make necessary facility 
modifications. 

Knight: Believes approval of the charter would hamper desegregation efforts in 
the area; expressed concern for the discrepancies in the proposed 
transportation system; expressed concern that any modifications to the 
old building would be impacted by exposed asbestos. 

Mays: Negative impact on desegregation efforts in the local district and 
surrounding districts 



Rebick: Concerned about the viability of the corporation that holds the 501(c) 3 
document and the transfer of that status to the charter school 
administration. 

Williams: Concerned about the desegregation status, if approved, and observed a 
number of components of the proposal that were not fully developed. 

 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: Grace Academy, Gosnell 
Stan Williams, Superintendent of the Gosnell School District, presented a packet of 
information about the potential negative impact of the proposed charter school on the 
Gosnell School District and the surrounding districts.  A. J. Hatley presented information 
about the charter application and responded to Board members questions. 
 
Dr. Mays moved that the proposed charter be denied.  Ms. Burrow seconded the motion.  
The motion was adopted unanimously on a roll-call vote. 
 
Cited reasons supporting the vote to deny: 
 
Lawson: The documented expertise of the proposed administration is questionable 

and the application has many areas that are not well developed. 
Burrow: Concern for the potential negative impact on desegregation efforts in the 

Gosnell School District and surrounding districts. 
Cooper: The application does not present a program of study that is superior to 

that currently offered in the local district(s) and concern for the number 
and types of waivers requested, which are beyond what the law allows. 

King: The potential for negatively impacting desegregation efforts in the local 
and surrounding districts, the plan for providing lunch is not well 
developed and the assurance for enrollment is lacking specificity. 

Rebick: Concerned that the choice options afforded students will not be enhanced 
with this proposal and concern for transfer of ownership of the 501(c) 3 
status. 

Knight: Negative impact on desegregation efforts in the local district and 
surrounding districts 

Mays: Negative impact on desegregation efforts in the local district and 
surrounding districts 

Williams: Negative impact on desegregation efforts in the local district and 
surrounding districts: does not believe this charter has the potential to 
improve student achievement. 

 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: Covenant Keepers Academy for College Bound Students, Little Rock 
School District 
 
Dr. Katherine Mitchell represented the Little Rock School District Board and Dr. Linda 
Watson represented the Little Rock School District Administration and presented 
information opposing the establishment of additional charter schools proposing to 
operate within the Little Rock School District.  Dr. Valarie Tatum and Mr. Jason Crader  



presented information pursuant to the Covenant Keepers Academy and responded to 
questions from Board members. 
 
Dr. Williams moved to table action on this item until January 8, 2007.  Mr. Lawson 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted on a vote of 7 yes, 1 no (Rebick voted 
no). 
 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review:  Learning for Life Academy, Little Rock School District 
 
Dr. Katherine Mitchell represented the Little Rock School District Board and Dr. Linda 
Watson represented the Little Rock School District Administration and presented 
information opposing the establishment of additional charter schools proposing to 
operate within the Little Rock School District.  R. J. Hampton presented information 
about the proposed Learning for Life Academy and responded to questions from Board 
members. 
 
Mr. Lawson moved to table until January 8, 2007.  Dr. King seconded the motion.  The 
motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-
Certified Employment with the Batesville School District – Judy Frolos 
 
Scott Smith stated that the Department proposes a stipulated agreement based on two-
year probationary status and he reported that the Batesville District has written in 
support of the agreement.  Ms. Burrow moved approval of the stipulated agreement as 
proposed.  Dr. Knight seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-
Certified Employment with the Pulaski County Special School District – 
Christie Young 
 
Scott Smith stated that the Department proposes a stipulated agreement based on one-
year probationary status and he reported that the Pulaski County Special School District 
has written in support of the agreement.  Dr. Knight moved adoption of the stipulated 
agreement as proposed.  Dr. King seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 
unanimously. 
 
Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with the Batesville 
School District – Barbara Dittinger 
 
Scott Smith reported that the Batesville School District has declined to support the 
proposed waiver.  Ms. Dittinger was not present nor represented.  Ms. Rebick moved to 
deny the waiver.  Mr. Lawson seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 
unanimously. 
 
Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employee with the Springdale 
School District – Juan Garcia, Jr.23 



 
Scott Smith reported that the Springdale School District has declined to support the 
proposed waiver.  Mr. Garcia was not present nor represented.  Dr. Williams moved to 
deny the waiver.  Ms. Burrow seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 
unanimously. 
 
Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with the Blevins 
School District – Kawana Jones 
 
Scott Smith reported that the Department recommends a stipulated agreement which 
includes a two-year probationary period.  He also stated that the Department has 
received many letters of support from the school and community.  Dr. Mays moved 
approval of the stipulated agreement.  Ms. Burrow seconded the motion.  The motion 
was adopted unanimously. 
 
Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with the Pulaski 
County Special School District – Terry Davis 
 
Scott Smith reported that the Pulaski County Special School District failed to provide a 
letter of recommendation.  Terry Davis was not present nor represented.  Dr. King 
moved to deny the waiver.  Dr. Williams seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 
unanimously. 
 
Hearing on Recommendation of Revocation of Certified Teacher’s License and 
Request for Waiver – Susan Williams 
 
Scott Smith recommended that this item be tabled until a later date.  Mr. Lawson moved 
to table consideration of this item until a later date.  Dr. Williams seconded the motion.  
The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Other Business 
 
Mr. Lawson extended thanks from the Board and congratulations for a job well done to 
Dr. Terry Hardy, Education Liaison from Governor Huckabee’s Office.  Mr. Lawson stated 
that Dr. Hardy has served Arkansas Education well in her years in the position and that 
she brought professionalism and quality to the delivery system of education in Arkansas. 
 
Dr. Williams moved adjournment.  Mr. Lawson seconded the motion.  The motion was 
adopted unanimously.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
The Minutes were recorded and reported by Dr. Charles D. Watson. 



NEWLY EMPLOYED FOR THE PERIOD OF December 1, 2006 – December 31, 2006 
 
Jacqueline DeBusk- Technical Assistance Manager, Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN), 
Grade 21, effective 12/04/06. 
 
Paula Dickerson- Program Support Manager, School Improvement/ACSIP, Division of Learning Services, Grade 
22, effective 11/21/06. 
 
Earnest Huff- Systems Coordination Analyst II, Research and Technology, Grade 23, effective 12/20/06. Rehire 
 
Karen Lamey- Management Project Analyst II, Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN), Grade 20, 
effective 12/04/06. 
 
*Selina Mahon- Secretary II, Curriculum, Assessment and Research, Division of Learning Services, Grade 13, 
effective 12/04/06. 
 
Teresa Roebuck- Public School Program Advisor, K-12 Literacy, Professional Development, Grade 21,  
effective 12/11/06. 
 
PROMOTIONS/ LATERAL TRANSFERS FOR THE PERIOD OF December 1, 2006 – December 31, 2006 

 
 
Jessica Brown- from Agency Program Coordinator, Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN), 
grade 21 to Public School Program Advisor, Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN), Grade 21, 
effective 12/04/06.
  
SEPARATIONS FOR THE PERIOD OF December 1, 2006 - December 31, 2006   
 
Paula Dickerson- Program Support Manager, School Improvement/ACSIP, Division of Learning Services, Grade 
22, effective 11/28/06. 0 years, 0 months, 7 days.  Code: 01 
 
*Linda Hill- Public School Program Advisor, School Improvement/ACSIP, Division of Learning Services, Grade 
21, effective 12/01/06.  8 years, 4 months, 7 days.  Code: 02 
 
Bill Hilliard- Education Program Analyst, Special Education, Division of Learning Services, grade 21, effective 
12/15/06.  33 years, 0 months, 0 days.  Code: Retirement 
         
Brett Kingrey- Area Project Manager, DPSAF and Transportation, Grade 23, effective 11/29/06.    1 year,                
5 months, 0 days.  Code: 07 
 
*June Richardson- Education Program Administrator, Special Education, Division of Learning Services, Grade 
21, effective 12/01/06. 0 years, 8 months, 26 days. Code: 07 
            
*Minority        
        
AASIS Code:    
Voluntary- 01 
Involuntary- 02 
Career Advancement- 07      
Retirement 
 

 



ADE’S PROJECT MANAGEMENT TOOL EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

DECEMBER 31, 2006 
 

This document summarizes the progress that ADE has made in complying with the provisions of the 
Implementation Plan during the month of December 2006. 
  
  
 

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2006 

I. Financial Obligation As of November 30, 2006, State Foundation Funding payments 
paid for FY 06/07 totaled $25,079,128 to LRSD, $12,900,827 to 
NLRSD, and $20,532,024 to PCSSD.  The Magnet Operational 
Charge paid as of November 30, 2006, was $5,331,512.  The 
allotment for FY 06/07 was $15,171,274.  M-to-M incentive 
distributions for FY 06/07 as of November 30, 2006, were 
$1,359,858 to LRSD, $1,526,773 to NLRSD, and $3,591,751 to 
PCSSD.  The first one-third payment to the Districts for their FY 
06/07 transportation budget paid as of September 30, 2006, was 
$1,413,384 to LRSD, $333,218 to NLRSD, and $1,074,447 to 
PCSSD.  

II. Monitoring Compensatory 

Education 
On June 20, 2006, the ADE Implementation Phase Working 
Group met to review the Implementation Phase activities for the 
previous quarter.  ADE staff from the Office of Public School 
Academic Accountability updated the group on all relevant 
desegregation issues.  The purpose, content, and due date for 
information going into the Project Management Tool and its 
Executive Summary were reported. There was discussion about 
the three districts in Pulaski County seeking unitary status.  The 
next Implementation Phase Working Group Meeting is 
scheduled for October 17, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. in room 201-A at 
the ADE. 

III. A Petition for Election for 

LRSD will be Supported Should a 

Millage be Required 

Ongoing.  All court pleadings are monitored monthly. 

IV. Repeal Statutes and 

Regulations that Impede 

Desegregation 

On October 27, 2003, the ADE sent letters to the school districts 
in Pulaski County asking if there were any new laws or 
regulations that may impede desegregation.  The districts were 
asked to review laws passed during the 84th Legislative Session, 
any new ADE rules or regulations, and district policies.   

V. Commitment to Principles On December 11, 2006, the Arkansas State Board of Education 
reviewed and approved the PMT and its executive summary for 
the month of November. 



IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2006 

VI. Remediation ADE staff provided professional development at the Robinson 
Convention Center on alignment of curriculum, instruction and 
assessment.  Training was also given on the development of 
sound classroom assessments for both multiple choice and 
constructed response items.  On November 13-16, 2006, Grade 
11 Literacy, Algebra 1 and Geometry were covered.  On 
November 28-December 1, training for grades 5 and 8 Literacy 
and Math, and grade 5 Science were covered.  The LRSD had 14 
individuals in attendance, the NLRSD had 9, and the PCSSD had 
4. 

VII. Test Validation On February 12, 2001, the ADE Director provided the State 
Board of Education with a special update on desegregation 
activities. 

VIII. In-Service Training A Tri-District Staff Development Committee meeting was held 
on November 6, 2006, at the Mount Magazine Education Service 
Cooperative.  Doug Ask (PCSSD) and Angela Olsen (NLRSD) 
attended.  They discussed Breaking Ranks II training, the AEA 
Conference, technology, and shared professional development 
opportunities for the school districts in Pulaski County. 

IX. Recruitment of Minority 

Teachers 
In November 2006, the ADE Office of Professional Licensure 
sent a request to the three Pulaski County school districts asking 
for a list of teacher shortage areas. 
 
During the month of November 2006, the ADE Office of 
Professional Licensure contacted all institutions of higher 
education with teacher education programs requesting a listing 
of minority graduates for the Fall of 2006. 
 
In November 2006, the ADE Professional Licensure Unit 
contacted all Pulaski County school districts asking for a 
statement evaluating the effectiveness of ADE minority 
recruitment assistance. 



IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2006 

X. Financial Assistance to 

Minority Teacher Candidates 
Ms. Tara Smith of the Arkansas Department of Higher 
Education reported minority scholarships for Fiscal Year 2006-
2007 on October 17, 2006.  These included the State Teacher 
Assistance Resource (STAR) Program, the Minority Teacher 
Scholars (MTS) Program, and the Minority Masters Fellows 
(MMF) Program.  The scholarship awards for STAR are as 
follows: 
STAR        Male       Male   Female   Female   Total       Total 
Race         Count     Award   Count    Award   Count     Award 
White            62     270,514    337   1,466,952    399   1,737,466 
Black               9       51,000     44      190,500      53      241,500 
Hispanic          1         6,000       4        21,000        5        27,000 
Native Amer    1         6,000       2         9,000        3         15,000 
Other               2         7,500       2          9,000        4        16,500 
Totals            75     341,014   389   1,696,452    464   2,037,466 
 
The scholarship awards for MTS are as follows:    
MTS          Male      Male    Female   Female    Total      Total 
Race          Count    Award    Count    Award   Count     Award 
Black               6     27,500        42    188,430      48      215,930 
Hispanic                                      1        5,000        1          5,000 
Asian                                                                                            
Native Amer                                5      25,000       5         25,000 
Totals              6     27,500        48    218,430     54       245,930 
 
The scholarship awards for MMF are as follows: 
MMF          Male      Male    Female   Female    Total      Total 
Race          Count    Award    Count    Award    Count     Award 
Black               2       6,250        26       93,750      28      100,000 
Hispanic                                     3        13,750        3        13,750 
Native Amer                                                                                 
Totals              2      6,250        29      107,500      31      113,750 

XI. Minority Recruitment of ADE 

Staff 
The MRC met on June 17, 2005 at the ADE.  Demographic 
reports were presented showing ADE Employees Grade 21 and 
Above by Race and Section as of December 31, 2004 and March 
31, 2005.  These reports were reviewed to ensure accuracy.  Due 
to the Legislative session, the MRC combined it’s review of the 
2nd and 3rd quarters of the fiscal year. 

XII. School Construction This goal is completed.  No additional reporting is required. 

XIII. Assist PCSSD Goal completed as of June 1995. 

XIV. Scattered Site Housing This goal is completed.  No additional reporting is required. 



IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2006 

XV. Standardized Test Selection to 

Determine Loan Forgiveness 
Goal completed as of March 2001. 

XVI. Monitor School Improvement 

Plans 
On November 16, 2006, ADE staff provided technical assistance 
with the PRE, ACSIP, and Title I at the Instructional Resource 
Center (IRC) in the LRSD. 
 
On November 2, 2006, ADE staff provided technical assistance 
with ACSIP at Pikeview Elementary School in the NLRSD. 
 
On November 8, 2006, ADE staff met with the principal 
regarding ACSIP approval at Rose City Middle School in the 
NLRSD. 
 
On November 9, 2006, ADE staff met with the principal 
regarding ACSIP approval at Ridge Road Middle School in the 
NLRSD. 
 
On November 15, 2006, ADE staff assisted with updates to 
ACSIP at North Heights Elementary in the NLRSD. 
 
On November 16, 2006, ADE staff assisted with updates to 
ACSIP at Glenview Elementary in the NLRSD. 
 
On November 17, 2006, ADE staff assisted with updates to 
ACSIP at Meadow Park Elementary in the NLRSD. 
 
On November 16, 2006, ADE staff provided technical assistance 
on ACSIP with all PCSSD elementary school principals at 
Clinton Elementary School in the PCSSD. 
 
On November 17, 2006, ADE staff provided technical assistance 
on ACSIP at Jacksonville Elementary School in the PCSSD. 
 
On November 20, 2006, ADE staff provided technical assistance 
with ACSIP at the PCSSD Central Office. 
 
On November 27, 2006, ADE staff provided technical assistance 
on ACSIP at Daisy Bates Elementary School in the PCSSD. 
 
On November 27, 2006, ADE staff provided technical assistance 
with ACSIP at North Pulaski High School in the PCSSD. 



IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2006 

XVII. Data Collection  The State Board of Education approved the new Desegregation 
Monitoring and Assistance Plan on December 8, 1999 and 
instructed the ADE to forward the document to Mr. Tim Gauger 
so that it may be filed in Federal court. 

XVIII. Work with the Parties and 

ODM to Develop Proposed 

Revisions to ADE’s Monitoring 

and Reporting Obligations 

On July 10, 2002, the ADE held a Desegregation Monitoring 
and Assistance Plan meeting for the three school districts in 
Pulaski County.  Mr. Willie Morris, ADE Lead Planner for 
Desegregation, presented information on the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001.  A letter from U.S. Secretary of Education, 
Rod Paige, was discussed.  It stated that school districts that are 
subject to a desegregation plan are not exempt from the public 
school choice requirements.  “If a desegregation plan forbids the 
school district from offering any transfer option, the school 
district should secure appropriate changes to the plan to permit 
compliance with the public school choice requirements”.  
Schools in Arkansas have not yet been designated “Identified for 
Improvement”.  After a school has been “Identified for 
Improvement”, it must make “adequate yearly progress”.  
Schools that fail to meet the definition of “adequate yearly 
progress”, for two consecutive years, must provide public school 
choice and supplemental education services.  A court decision 
regarding the LRSD Unitary Status is expected soon.  The LRSD 
and the NLRSD attended the meeting.  The next meeting about 
the Desegregation Monitoring and Assistance Plan will be held 
in August, 2002, after school starts. 

 



ACT 1623/ Monthly Report 
January 17, 2007 

2006 - 2007 School Year 
 

 

 

Monthly Total # of School Districts with 

Waivers Denied 

 

36 

 

 

# of Waivers Requested 

and Denied 

 

99 

 

Total of School Districts with Waiver 

Requests Denied 

 

48 

 

 

Total # of Waivers Requested 

 and Denied 

 

114 

 

 

 

 

The Following School Districts in Academic Distress Requested Waivers Under Act 1623 

 

 

 
 

 

Monthly Total of 

School Districts 

 

103 

 

Waivers 

Requested 

 

296 

 

Total of School Districts 

Requesting Waivers 

 

201 

 

Total Waivers 

Requested 

 

594 

School District 

Requesting Waiver 

 

Number of Waivers Subject Areas and Level 

No Schools are on Academic 

Distress for the 2006-07 School 

Year.  

N/A N/A 
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Classified in Fiscal Distress 12-Jun-06

Fiscal Distress Indicator and Additional Concerns:
•        The District has significant audit findings, including lack of supporting documentation of athletic

      gate sales; failure to comply with ethical guidelines governing financial dealings with school

       board members; inappropriate payments for superintendent education
•        In August 2005, the District obtained a $300,000 current loan to support district operations

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

ADMs 763 788 748 756 725 688

Assessment 41,519,975 41,962,684 40,698,948 41,824,938 43,943,376 44,782,562

Total Mills 31.80 31.80 31.80 33.80 33.80 33.80

Total Debt 1,398,228 1,976,459 1,886,795 1,784,173 2,361,333 2,236,928

Per Pupil Expenditures 5,831 5,911 6,287 6,324 7,291

All Certified FTEs 62.72 64.19 65.50 64.87 67.75

Avg Teacher Salary 30,377 28,890 29,194 30,723 33,508

Ending Balance 551,601 596,693 496,949 232,879 46,161 595,667

District Actions:

The District employed a new superintendent for the 2006-2007 school year

The District included the following objectives in their Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan:

*  Eliminate and/or reduce a range of certified and classified positions

*  Reduce Salary Schedule Indices

*  Eliminate two bus routes

*  Realign use of federal funds to support district programs

*  Implement funds reconciliation procedures

*  Implement a receipting and reconciliation procedure for athletic ticket sales

*  Implement procedures to ensure that all district expenditures are properly documented.

*  Implement procedures to ensure compliance with current ethical guidelines

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $803,425

Cross County School District



Classified in Fiscal Distress 11-Apr-05

Fiscal Distress Indicator and Additional Concerns:

*  A projected negative balance of $216,066 for fiscal year end June 30, 2006

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

Three Quarter ADMs 560 585 578 544 531 538

Assessment 32,408,478 34,993,540 34,025,907 34,985,759 36,452,180 36,673,576

Total Mills 36.00 36.00 36.00 36.00 36.00 43.00

Total Debt 4,407,913 4,234,910 4,029,957 3,972,881 3,790,375 3,607,411

Per Pupil Expenditures 5,369 5,351 5,953 6,490 6,930

All Certified FTEs 44.67 48.24 51.84 49.42 51.73

Avg Teacher Salary 35,888 32,812 33,626 35,041 37,331

Ending Balance 563,479 620,930 468,155 202,432 146,098 530,010

District Actions:

*  September 2005, the community approved a millage increase of 7 maintenance and operation mills

*  Eliminated two bus routes

*  Implemented bidding procedures for gasoline supplies

*  Negotiated a 35% discount on water and sewer utilities for athletic fields

*  Demolished vacant high school building to reduce utilities, insurance and maintenance costs

*  Increased cost of paid student and adult lunches

*  2006-2007 budget prioritized optimizing pupil teacher ratios

*  Received donation of driver's ed vehicle for instructional use

*  Received donated fuel pump station for transportation department

*  Filed E-RATE plan for assistance with district's phone service

*  Reduced five certified and/or classified positions through attrition

*  Eliminated summer floor cleaning contract

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $727,708.

Dierks School District

*  Changed status of federal programs from targeted assisted to school wide programs



Classified in Fiscal Distress: 11-Apr-05

Fiscal Distress Indicators and Additional Concerns:

A projected negative balance of $533,653 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2006

The June 30, 2003 Audit reported significant findings.  The District had not substantiated that the

     findings had been sufficiently addressed or corrected

The District's 2005 balance included a significant amount of National School Lunch Act funds

On July 10, 2006, State Board voted to annex Altheimer School District with the Dollarway 

   School District

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

Three Quarter ADMs 1,569 1,565 1,541 1,528 1,539 1,947

Assessment 51,370,288 50,965,676 52,641,684 53,506,830 48,373,414 49,431,148

Total Mills 33.30 33.30 33.30 40.80 40.80 40.80

Total Debt 5,143,864 5,154,605 5,134,719 9,816,418 9,453,114 9,070,868

Per Pupil Expenditures 5,767 5,980 6,575 7,130 8,764

All Certified FTEs 122.19 122.05 124.91 123.91 128.04

Avg Teacher Salary 35,500 34,297 33,348 35,352 30,092

Ending Balance 1,447,542 1,711,358 1,045,062 588,852 1,264,282 2,081,480

District Actions:

District's Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan included:

*  Savings in certified and classified salaries due to attrition

*  Elimination of additional maintenance and custodial staff during the summer

*  Installed utility monitoring systems

*  Aligned staff to maximize pupil teacher ratios

*  Provided training for staff responsible for financial records

*  Hired a new District Treasurer

*  Working with Legislative Audit to correct all audit findings

*  Implemented procedures to require Superintendent approval and board review of all overtime

*  Adjusted expenditures to maximize the use of National School Lunch Act funds

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $3,795,490.

There are pending audit issues with this district.

 DOLLARWAY

SCHOOL DISTRICT



Classified in Fiscal Distress 11-Apr-05

Fiscal Distress Indicator and Additional Concerns:

*  A projected negative balance of $134,566 for fiscal year end June 30, 2006

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

ADMs 929 932 927 920 921 909

Assessment 59,815,595 62,966,382 66,459,979 65,024,083 67,230,885 69,395,704

Total Mills 28.10 28.10 28.10 29.10 29.10 33.90

Total Debt 2,668,014 2,623,151 2,471,783 2,852,362 2,721,495 2,769,129

Per Pupil Expenditures 4,968 5,461 5,769 6,491 7,114

All Certified FTEs 62.66 61.09 64.75 66.91 69.67

Avg Teacher Salary 35,851 37,517 35,115 35,180 38,757

Ending Balance 420,988 525,809 374,556 195,621 192,312 840,999

District Actions:

*  The District employed a new superintendent for the 2005-2006 school year

*  September 2005, the community approved a millage increase of 4.8 maintenance and operation mills

*  The school board members are receiving in-service on school finance issues

*  Adjusted the salary schedule to establish an equitable daily rate of pay

*  Retired five existing bank and revolving loans

*  Eliminated certified and classified positions to increase pupil teacher ratio

*  Reduced Transportation Cost

*  Reassigned duties of retiring staff to existing staff

*  Froze extended contract amounts until additions to the salary schedule allow daily

    rate of pay to equal or exceed current salaries

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $836,540

Flippin School District



Classified in Fiscal Distress: 11-Apr-05

Fiscal Distress Indicators and Additional Concerns:

A projected negative balance of $2,259,921 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2006

The June 30, 2003 Audit reported significant findings.  The District had not substantiated that the findings

     have been sufficiently addressed or corrected

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

Three Quarter ADMs 3,644 3,515 3,384 3,206 3,114 3,035

Assessment 111,885,316 110,884,680 106,577,522 107,809,958 107,653,508 106,083,408

Total Mills 31.10 31.10 31.10 34.10 34.10 34.10

Total Debt 9,068,180 8,544,582 11,017,764 10,487,563 10,043,809 9,591,321

Per Pupil Expenditures 6,292 6,287 6,991 8,001 8,075

All Certified FTEs 266.40 265.50 235.99 255.50 218.46

Avg Teacher Salary 36,015 35,243 39,870 38,751 46,205

Ending Balance 4,426,277 4,621,254 3,705,523 1,180,666 4,831,304 6,880,780

District Actions:

The Department took over the Helena-West Helena School District on September 8, 2005

The Department appointed Mr. Rudy Howard as the Superintendent

Contract issues have been rectified.  No employee is hired for a certified position that is not

      licensed and approved by ADE.

Purchasing system has been implemented.  Any payments to vendors are prior approved

      by the  Superintendent.

Bidding procedures which comply with state law have been implemented.

District treasurer has been named.

Contracts with consultants require prior justification and approval by Superintendent and ADE.

Newly-elected Local Board has participated in ASBA training.

District salary schedule reflects actual pay practices for the district.

District is utilizing the APSCN Fixed Asset module to manage and continually 

      update the district's fixed assets.

All district funds, including activity funds, are currently maintained and expended in APSCN.

District is currently analyzing and revising policies to comply with current laws and rules. 

Superintendent has conducted regularly scheduled community meetings to keep public informed.

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $8,106,301.

 HELENA WEST HELENA

SCHOOL DISTRICT



Classified in Fiscal Distress 12-Jun-06  

Fiscal Distress Indicator and Additional Concerns:

•    The April 3, 2006 fund balances of $14,867 could jeopardize the fiscal integrity of the District

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

ADMs 828 779 772 723 657 597

Assessment 35,388,572 35,143,434 39,594,532 38,128,847 38,882,483 45,039,600

Total Mills 27.00 27.00 27.00 27.73 27.40 27.40

Total Debt 1,329,072 1,313,809 1,219,639 1,322,970 1,202,720 1,104,543

Per Pupil Expenditures 5,873 6,772 7,152 7,673 9,404

All Certified FTEs 65.69 61.10 61.50 58.06 72.56

Avg Teacher Salary 31,475 33,592 33,467 37,578 32,812

Ending Balance 2,002,306 1,368,208 1,067,359 909,777 461,304 341,652

District Actions:

The District employed a new superintendent for the 2006-2007 school year

The District has included the following objectives in their Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan:

*  September 2006 the community approved a millage increase of 12.0 maintenance and operation mills

*  Sell 398 acres of land

*  Sell 3 houses owned by the District

*  Close the Grades 5 & 6 building

*  Close the auditorium building at the high school

*  Eliminate and/or reduce a range of certified positions

*  Did not buy new textbooks for the current year

*  Rescind teacher benefit of tuition and books for additional certification

*  Eliminate paying professional dues for administrators, except for the superintendent

*  No longer pay for background checks for substitute teachers

*  Restrict travel reimbursement

*  Eliminate awards for students with good test results

*  Eliminate awards for students with good behavior

*  Implement new Extra Duty Pay Procedures to require Superintendent pre-approval

*  Restrict purchase of capital items

*  Implement new Purchase Order Procedures which require Superintendent's pre-approval

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $523,881.

Hughes School District



Classified in Fiscal Distress: 11-Apr-05

Fiscal Distress Indicators and Additional Concerns:

A projected negative balance of $83,193 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2006

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

Three Quarter ADMs 372 377 402 415 420 378

Assessment 18,346,536 20,532,928 20,702,510 21,419,324 22,795,932 23,760,070

Total Mills 39.00 39.00 39.00 39.00 39.00 39.00

Total Debt 2,700,192 2,771,521 2,637,045 2,495,068 2,485,313 2,393,892

Per Pupil Expenditures 5,449 5,644 5,628 6,342 7,037

All Certified FTEs 34.96 31.56 36.00 38.50 39.50

Avg Teacher Salary 28,112 27,786 26,879 28,145 32,056

Ending Balance 1,105,628 196,281 246,777 56,544 122,819 245,300

District Actions:

District employed a new Superintendent

District's Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan included:

*  Replaced existing school bus fleet with buses obtained on a lease agreement

*  Retired short term debt in December 2005

*  Implemented a Reduction in Force for 2006 - 2007

*  Eliminated the home economics program

*  Eliminated and/or reduced a range of certified positions

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $246,706.

 LEAD HILL

SCHOOL DISTRICT



Classified in Fiscal Distress 11-Apr-05

Fiscal Distress Indicator and Additional Concerns:

A projected negative balance of $278,049 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2006

The District had five outstanding short term non-secured loans totaling $400,847

The District borrowed $157,864 to finish the 2004 - 2005 school year

The District ended the 2004 - 2005 school year with a negative balance in the Operating 

     Fund of $190,326

 

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

ADMs 593 585 564 586 579 562

Assessment 16,692,324 18,462,218 19,762,198 20,779,807 22,073,813 23,291,455

Total Mills 27.60 28.30 28.30 30.41 30.41 30.41

Total Debt 1,066,078 1,110,972 1,532,888 1,695,865 1,683,218 1,509,425

Per Pupil Expenditures 5,762 6,053 6,715 6,440 7,720

All Certified FTEs 47.54 44.71 50.51 44.61 52.83

Avg Teacher Salary 32,018 32,842 29,869 35,056 32,952

Ending Balance 344,519 254,777 382,709 (11,636) (188,739) 584,097

District Actions:

*  The Department took over the Midland School District on January 13, 2006

*  The Department hired a Superintendent for the 2006 - 2007 year

*  The District patrons raised approximately $400,000 to retire the outstanding non-secured short term debt

*  The State Board requested the Department maintain administrative control of the District

District's additional actions include:

*  Implemented RIF policy

*   Reduced certified salary fund expenditures

*   Reduced classified salary fund expenditures

*   Eliminated substitute pay for bus drivers

*   Enforced existing purchase order policy

*   Reduced transportation expenses

*  September 2005, the community approved a millage increase of 8.59 maintenance and operation mills

*   Reduced substitute teacher expenditures

*   Reduced custodial supplies expenditures

*   Reduced electrical utility cost

*   Increased food service revenue

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $994,320.

Midland School District



Classified in Fiscal Distress 12-Jun-06

Fiscal Distress Indicator and Additional Concerns:
•        The March 31, 2006 operating balance of $97,477 combined with the teacher salary fund

      balance of $(133,233) could jeopardize the fiscal integrity of the District
•        The March 31, 2006 operating fund less restricted funds balance of $25,644 appears

       insufficient for the operation of the District.

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

ADMs 400 395 393 405 426 442

Assessment 14,485,827 16,710,928 17,159,362 17,849,890 18,898,415 19,942,308

Total Mills 37.00 37.00 37.00 38.10 38.10 38.10

Total Debt 2,256,668 2,335,536 2,738,024 2,728,244 3,592,845 3,422,028

Per Pupil Expenditures 6,128 6,501 6,874 7,465 8,434

All Certified FTEs 38.36 39.67 39.42 42.98 40.75

Avg Teacher Salary 33,086 29,197 30,409 28,268 34,232

Ending Balance 70,661 105,697 229,552 87,702 264,625 384,083

District Actions:

The District has included the following objectives in their Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan:

*  Reduce Medical Professions Teacher to working only 5 periods per day

*  Reduce database manager to 140 day contract from 240

*  Reduce salary expenditure due to attrition in several certified positions

*  Eliminate staff development position

*  Require athletic and extracurricular activities to pay transportation costs

*  Reduce utility expenditures by monitoring building energy usage

*  Establish competitive bidding procedures for commodities

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $357,449

Continually changing data from the District makes it difficult to analyze financial status

Omaha School District



Classified in Fiscal Distress: 11-Apr-05

Fiscal Distress Indicators and Additional Concerns:

A projected negative balance of $5,082,921 for fiscal year ending June 30, 2006

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

Three Quarter ADMs 18,089 17,840 17,555 17,478 17,280 17,444

Assessment 1,070,438,054 1,155,039,413 1,232,255,107 1,302,251,850 1,412,975,016 1,528,861,042

Total Mills 40.60 40.70 40.70 40.70 40.70 40.70

Total Debt 53,878,792 54,243,476 68,201,085 65,054,522 76,685,742 75,168,623

Per Pupil Expenditures 6,287 6,724 7,928 7,659 8,361

All Certified FTEs 1,395.78 1,529.35 1,345.59 1,491.79 1,432.11

Avg Teacher Salary 39,550 37,558 43,526 41,094 45,265

Ending Balance 23,269,225 21,272,068 11,669,755 4,773,698 7,858,589 9,199,027

District Actions:

District employed a new Superintendent

District's Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan included:

* Reallocated administrative and school level staff resulting in improved

     efficiency and reduction of expenditures

*  Reduced certified and support staff to reduce expenditures

* Reduced contract days for various certified staff

* Implementing a comprehensive transportation project which includes 

      purchasing energy efficient buses as well as revised routing systems

* Eliminated block scheduling in all but two secondary schools

* District closed Siam Campus for in-school suspension

* District reverted Harris Elementary to a traditional schedule

* Reduced support staff sick leave incentive

* Eliminated Tuition Reimbursement

* Eliminated Open House Stipends

* Reorganization of Warehouse

* Staff of Maintenance Department was reduced

* Secondary Saturday Schools were eliminated

* Implemented salary schedule adjustments which included athletic supplemental and extended contracts

* Reduced coaching staff

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $12,535,121

 PULASKI COUNTY SPECIAL

SCHOOL DISTRICT



Classified in Fiscal Distress 12-Jun-06

Fiscal Distress Indicators and Additional Concerns:

The District was projected to have a $(206,545) balance for the 2007 fiscal year.

The March 31, 2006 operating balance was a $(122,690)

The March 31, 2006 fund balances for SOF 1000, 2000, 2008, and 4000 were $(26,509)

The District's bank account was not reconciled in a timely manner

The increase in State Foundation Funding will not significantly improve the District's balances due

    to the increase in the minimum teacher salary schedule

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

Three Quarter ADMs 412 406 397 393 367 386

Assessment 10,841,377 10,952,836 11,252,818 11,595,395 12,331,959 11,969,134

Total Mills 37.22 37.22 37.22 39.00 39.00 39.00

Total Debt 2,718,835 2,881,585 2,835,585 3,169,220 3,361,821 3,290,296

Per Pupil Expenditures 7,116 6,360 7,080 7,613 8,634

All Certified FTEs 31.29 36.93 35.44 38.49 31.70

Avg Teacher Salary 34,001 28,574 30,528 26,999 37,563

Ending Balance 379,113 579,862 370,392 151,065 522,434 828,655

District Actions:

The District has included the following objectives in their Fiscal Distress Improvement Plan:

*  Eliminate and/or reduce a range of certified positions

*  Reduce employee health benefits which exceed state requirements

*  Eliminate Administrative Assistant Position

*  Reduce Substitute cost 

*  Consolidate bus routes

*  Strict monitoring of utility usage

*  Restructure teaching assignments to reduce staff

* Utilize contracted personnel to eliminate the use of outside contractors

*  Eliminate NSBA membership

*  Implementation of requisition and purchase order system in order to more closely monitor expenditures

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $432,585.

 TURRELL

SCHOOL DISTRICT



Classified in Fiscal Distress 11-Apr-05

Fiscal Distress Indicator and Additional Concerns:

*  A projected negative balance of $356,119 for fiscal year end June 30, 2006

District Financial Profile:

2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06

ADMs 445 445 425 423 431 441

Assessment 14,089,535 14,861,224 15,640,002 16,074,221 16,882,008 18,679,063

Total Mills 31.00 31.00 31.00 32.50 32.50 31.90

Total Debt 495,226 499,531 969,465 930,061 946,397 894,940

Per Pupil Expenditures 5,340 5,847 6,957 6,900 7,113

All Certified FTEs 40.29 39.50 41.00 40.50 40.17

Avg Teacher Salary 27,176 31,181 31,367 32,365 34,393

Ending Balance 782,197 703,119 493,426 173,500 219,437 884,529

District Actions:

* The District employed a new superintendent for the 2005-2006 school year

*  September 2006, the community approved a millage increase of 6.9 debt service mills for a total of 38.8 mills

*  Eliminated and/or reduced two certified positions

*  Reorganized grades 4 through 6 to reduce one staff position

*  Participated in ALE program offered through Two Rivers School District saving one staff position

*  Reduced employee benefits exceeding minimum requirements

*  Monitoring energy usage, transportation, field trips, and mileage reimbursements

*  Analyzed building capacity to identify potential increases in efficiency

*  Raised $230,000 from sale of 160 acres of land

*  Increased enrollment for both 2005-2006 and 2006-2007

2006-2007 Budgeted Ending Balance is projected to be $896,082

Western Yell School District





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Covenant Keepers Academy for College Bound Students 

 

Responses from December 11, 2007 SBE Hearing 
 

Information submitted for review 

 
1. We are currently working with the Hathaway Group in securing land at the corner 

of 65
th

 and University.   This location would allow easy access from the 

surrounding highways, as well as University Avenue.   This property would allow 

us to expand the charter school as the need becomes available, rather than moving 

into space too large for us, which was a concern of the State Board of Education.  

If more information is needed, please call Mr. Stuart Mackey (663-5400) our 

realtor.  We have also contacted Darren Wiggins (910-260-0038) “M/Space” 

Modular Buildings.  He is in the process of securing bids and tentative facility 

configurations that will accommodate 200 students on-site.  More information  

will be submitted during the hearing on January 17
th

.  We are closely looking at 

all options that are available to ensure the success of our charter school and to 

preserve balance in our budget.   

 

2. Trisha Dinser (866-734-2235) with Taxpayers Advocates (31-07441) has 

contacted the Internal Revenue Service and has asked that our 501-C3 

information be expedited.  The information is under review and Jack Neitzel 

(916-974-5160) is diligently working on the case.  A letter of approval should be 

given soon.  More information regarding the 501-C3 status will be submitted 

during the hearing.  

 

  
































