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 Consent Agenda

C-1 Approval of Minutes - January 17, 2007

 

C-2 Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on the 
Execution of the Implementation Plan

 * By the Court Order of December 1, 1993, the Department of Education is required to file a monthly Project 

Management Tool to the court and the parties to assure its commitment to the Desegregation Plan. This report 

describes the progress the ADE has made since March 15, 1994, in complying with the provisions of the 

Implementation Plan (Plan) and itemizes the ADE's progress against the timelines presented in the Plan. Process * In 

February, the report emphasizes the following: 1. Summary of the PMT for January. 

C-3 New Employed, Promotions and Separations

 The applicant data from this information is used to compile the Applicant Flow Chart forms for the Affirmative Action 

Report, which demonstrates the composition of applicants through the selecting, hiring, promoting and terminating 

process.  

   

   

Process  

   

To communicate to the members of the State Board on monthly personnel actions.  

   

   

Bibliography  

   

The information is needed to measure the effectiveness of our recruitment, hiring and promotion efforts and is in 

conformity with federal government guidelines, which require us to compile statistical information about applicants for 

employment.

C-4 Review of Loans and Bonds Applications

 
Pursuant to Arkansas Code AnnPotated (A.C.A.) § 6-20-805 and A.C.A. § 6-20-1205, the State Board of Education 



must approve all Revolving Loan Fund and Commercial Bond applications, with the exception of non-voted refundings 

of commercial bond issues that meet the minimum savings as required by the Rules and Regulations Governing Loan 

and Bond Applications, Section 9.02. 

 Action Agenda

A-1 Consideration of Financial Status of Arise Open Enrollment Charter School - 
Monticello

 The State Board approved the charter for Arise Charter School in 2004.  Since that time, the student population has 

declined.  The Director of Arise Charter School informed the Department that the local entity board had voted to close 

the school due to financial reasons incurred by the loss of students.  The entity is therefore surrendering the charter 

back to the State.    

A-2 Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
Perkins Academy of Science/Math/Technology - Helena-West Helena School 
District

 On January 17, 2007, the State Board of Education conducted a hearing and reviewed the application for Perkins 

Academy of Science/Math/Technology - Helena-West Helna School District.  At that time, a representative from 

the Helena-West Helena School District presented material regarding the Open Enrollment Charter School Application.  

The Board held dialogue with the applicants regarding clarification of the information presented.  Following discussion, 

the State Board asked for additional information regarding Perkins Academy and tabled action until the February 

meeting.  

A-3 Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
Dreamland Academy of Performing and Communication Arts - Little Rock

 On January 17, 2007, the State Board of Education conducted a hearing and reviewed the application for Dreamland 

Academy of Performing and Communication Arts – Little Rock.  At that time the Board held dialogue with the applicants 

regarding clarification of the information presented.  Following discussion, the State Board asked for additional 

information regarding Dreamland Academy and tabled action until the February meeting.  

A-4 Request for Approval of Revised Social Studies Framework

 Revisions to the Social Studies Framework are submitted for review in accordance with the framework revision 

schedule approved by the State Board of Education.   These revisions were prepared by a grade-level committee 

consisting of 45 Arkansas classroom teachers, social studies educators, school administrators, and specialty area 

experts, who completed this work from July 17, 2006, to December 8, 2006. The revision includes grade-by-grade 

student learning expectations in grades K-8 and high school courses.    

A-5 Consideration of Petition Letters from Pulaski County School District and Cross 
County School District Requesting Removal From Fiscal Distress Classification

 
Pulaski County School District was classified as being in Fiscal Distress in April 2005.  Cross County School District 

was classified as being in Fiscal Distress in June 2006.  Both districts have implemented comprehensive Fiscal 

Distress Financial Improvement Plans.  The Department has provided technical assistance and has reviewed the 

plans, the annual financial reports, district budgets, and APSCN reports.  A final site visit was conducted in these two 

districts in late January.   Recommendations:The Department is certifying that the Pulaski County Special School 

District and the Cross County School District have corrected all criteria for being classified as being in Fiscal Distress 

and have complied with all Department recommendations and requirements for removal from Fiscal Distress.    A.C.A. 

§6-20-1908(c), provides: A school district in Fiscal Distress may only petition the State Board of Education for removal 

from Fiscal Distress status after the Department has certified in writing that the school district has corrected all criteria 



for being classified as being in Fiscal Distress and has complied with all Department recommendations and 

requirements for removal from Fiscal Distress.  Attached are the letters from Pulaski County Special and Cross County 

School Districts petitioning the State Board for removal of Fiscal Distress status.   The Board is requested to accept 

and approve these petitions in compliance with A.C.A. §6-20-1908(c), which requires a District in Fiscal Distress to 

petition the State Board of Education for removal from Fiscal Distress status after the Department has certified in 

writing that the school district has corrected all criteria for being classified as in Fiscal Distress and has complied with 

all Department recommendations and requirements for removal from Fiscal Distress.

A-6 Round #6 Recommendations for 2006-2007 Arkansas Better Chance Grants

 Due to an error listed in the list of Round #1 Recommendations for this year's ABC grantees, we are requesting an 

additional $110,000 or 25 slots for Paragould School District.  Their renewal grant has been for $220,000 in the past 

and only half of that amount was covered in Round #1.

A-7 Request for Approval of Per Child Funding for 2007-2008 Arkansas Better Chance 
Program

 To maintain parity with K-12 programs, the Arkansas Better Chance program is requesting an increase in per-child 

funding for the 2007-2008 program year.  These increases are 5% for center-based and family home-based programs 

and 6.6% for home-visiting programs.  These increases can be found in staff salaries, technology, curriculum and staff 

travel costs.  The Division seeks approval of this increase, pending an increase in total appropriation for the program by 

the 86th General Assembly.

A-8 Request for Approval of 2007-2008 Arkansas Better Chance Grant Application

 In accordance with the authority given the State Board and the Rules and Regulations Governing the Arkansas Better 

Chance program, DCC-ECE is asking for approval of the attached document for use as the Arkansas Better Chance 

Grant Application for the 2007-2008 program year.       

A-9 Consideration for Public Review and Comment for the Proposed Arkansas Annual 
State Application Under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) as Amended in 2004 for Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2007

 In order for the State education agency (SEA) to receive a grant under part B of the IDEA as amended in 2004 for FFY 

2007 funds which should become available to the State on July 1, 2007, the SEA must complete and submit a Part B 

Application for those funds to the U.S. Department of Education on or before May 4, 2007. Prior to this submission, the 

State must meet public participation requirements relevant to Part B as set forth in the Part B regulations and in the 

Education Department General Administrative Rules (EDGAR). The State is required to publish the proposed 

application at least 60 days prior to the date on which the plan is submitted to the Secretary, with an opportunity for 

public comments on the application to be accepted for at least 30 days.  The Application consists of Assurances and 

Certifications; a description of Use of Funds relative to Part B state set-aside for program administration; required 

activities and other state-level activities; and appropriate submission statements.

A-10 Consideration for Approval for Public Comment/Hearing to Implement Federal 
Regulations that Changed the Process School Districts Must Follow to Conduct a 
Manifestation Determination Review for a Student with Disabilities Facing Long-
term Suspension or Expulsion.

 These guidelines are authorized pursuant of the 2004 IDEA regulatory authority under 34 CFR ) §300.530 (e)–(h).  The 

purpose of this regulation is to assure that the 2004 manifestations determination guidelines are followed.    

A-11 Consideration of Request for Public Comment of the Proposed Revisions to Rules 
Governing the Addition of Areas of Licensure or Endorsement



 Under the provisions of NCLB, it is required that the state defines Adequate Yearly Progress with regard to teachers 

who are not highly qualified or who are teaching out of area.  Therefore, the rules have been revised to define the 

required progress of teachers working on an ALP.  

  

A-12 Consideration of Request for Public Comment of the Proposed Revisions of Rules 
Governing the Requirements and Procedures for Renewing a Standard Teaching 
License

 The revision of these rules is necessary due to the professional development requirements for license renewal.   

  

A-13 Consideration of Request for Public Comment of the Proposed Revision of Rules 
Concerning the Non-Traditional Licensure Program

 After the NTLP rules were revised last year, a plea was made to the department to consider a lower GPA for persons 

who have many years of experience in the subject area.  In addition, the department is working to be more responsive 

to school districts with regard to the increase need for ESL teachers and this area of endorsement will now be allowed 

for NTLP candidates. 

A-14 Consideration of Request for Public Comment of the Proposed Revision to Rules 
Governing Teacher Licensure by Reciprocity

 The rules for reciprocity have been revised to address necessary changes for teachers from out of state and out of 

country and to introduce new rules on reciprocity for administrators.

A-15 Consideration for Public Comment Proposed Arkansas Department of Education 
Rules Governing Initial, Standard and Provisional Teacher Licensure 

 These rules are being revised to address teachers whose initial license has expired because they failed to successfully 

complete the Praxis III assessment.  

A-16 Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-Certified 
Employment with the North Little Rock School District – Ruthie Doby

 Ms. Doby was convicted of Domestic Battering Third Degree on January 27, 1999.  This is a disqualifying offense for 

employment with a school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(g)(2)(A).  The 

North Little RockSchool District was notified of Ms. Doby’s ineligibility on September 25, 2006.  Ms. Doby submitted a 

request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on November 3, 2006.  

   

Ms. Doby has no other convictions and received a positive recommendation from the Director of Child Nutrition at 

NLRSD, Ms. Marsha Satterfield, at the direction of Superintendent Kirspel.   

   

Based on the afore-mentioned circumstances, the Arkansas Department of Education recommends that a waiver be 

granted to Ms. Ruthie Doby with the stipulation that she be placed on probationary status for a period of one (1) year 

from the granting of this waiver during which time she must not be convicted of, or charged resulting in a conviction 

with, any disqualifying offense pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414.  

A-17 Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-Certified 
Employment with the Fort Smith School District – Sandra Matthews 

 
Ms. Matthews was convicted of Larceny on August 17, 1994.  This is a disqualifying offense for employment with a 

school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(g)(1).  The Fort Smith School District 

was notified of Ms. Matthews’ ineligibility on July 5, 2006.  Ms. Matthews submitted a request for a waiver pursuant to 



Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on October 23, 2006. 

A-18 Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-Certified 
Employment with the North Little Rock School District – Barbara Bolton

 Ms. Bolton was convicted of Endangering the welfare of a minor – second degree on June 17, 1998.  This is a 

disqualifying offense for employment with a school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-

17-414(b)(26).  The North Little Rock School District was notified of Ms. Bolton’s ineligibility on September 25, 2006.  

Ms. Bolton submitted a request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on October 9, 2006.  

   

Ms. Bolton has no other convictions and received a positive recommendation from the Director of Child Nutrition at 

NLRSD, Ms. Marsha Satterfield, at the direction of Superintendent Kirspel.   

   

Based on the afore-mentioned circumstances, the Arkansas Department of Education recommends that a waiver be 

granted to Ms. Barbara Bolton with the stipulation that she be placed on probationary status for a period of two (2) 

years from the granting of this waiver during which time she must not be convicted of, or charged resulting in a 

conviction with, any disqualifying offense pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414.  

A-19 Request Approval of the Recommendation of Suspension of Teacher’s License – 
Alvin Yarberry Jr. 

 Mr. Yarberry is three (3) months or more in arrears on his child support obligation.  Ark. Code Ann. § 9-14-239 requires 

suspension of an occupational or professional license when an obligor is delinquent in an amount equal to three (3) 

months’ obligation or more. 

A-20 Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with Pine Bluff School 
District – Buddy Johnson

 Mr. Johnson was convicted of Breaking or Entering (2 offenses) and Theft of Property (2 offenses) on August 8, 1979, 

and May 2, 1983.  This is a disqualifying offense for employment with a school district as a non-certified employee 

pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(g)(1).  The Pine Bluff School District was notified of Mr. Johnson’s ineligibility 

on August 25, 2006.  Mr. Johnson submitted a request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on 

September 11, 2006. 

A-21 Hearing on Waiver Request for Certified Teacher’s License – Deborah Landers

 Ms. Landers was convicted of Theft of Property over $2,500 on August 25, 2005.  This is a disqualifying offense for a 

certified teacher’s license pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(e)(2)(A).  On December 5, 2006, Ms. Landers was 

notified of the denial of her application for a certified teacher’s license.  On January 2, 2007, Ms. Landers submitted a 

request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(d).   

A-22 Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with the Malvern School 
District – Dexter Shinault

 Mr. Shinault was convicted of Uttering Forged Instruments on March 14, 1989.  This is a disqualifying offense for 

employment with a school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(g)(1).  The 

MalvernSchool District was notified of Mr. Shinault’s ineligibility on August 2, 2006.  Mr. Shinault submitted a request 

for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on August 11, 2006. 

A-23 Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with the West Memphis 
School District – General Robinson

 
Mr. Robinson was convicted of Burglary on November 1, 1988.  This is a disqualifying offense for employment with a 

school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(g)(1).  The West MemphisSchool 



District was notified of Mr. Robinson’s ineligibility on October 26, 2006.  Mr. Robinson submitted a request for a waiver 

pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on November 27, 2006.  

  

A-24 Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with the Helena-West 
Helena School District – Michael Jenkins

 Mr. Jenkins was convicted of Intimidation, Armed Robbery and Home Invasion on August 28, 1981.  This is a 

disqualifying offense for employment with a school district as a non-certified employee pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-

17-414(g)(1).  The Helena-West Helena School District was notified of Mr. Jenkins’ ineligibility on June 16, 2006.  Mr. 

Jenkins submitted a request for a waiver pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-414(f) on September 5, 2006. 

A-25 Discussion Membership in National Association of State Boards of Education 
(NASBE)

 The issue of membership in the National Association of State Boards of Education will be open for discussion.

A-26 Appointment of a Nominating Committee

 Board policy requires the Chair to appoint a Nominating Committee prior to March 1 of each year.  Members of the 

Nominating Committee must have completed two years on the Board.
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Minutes 
State Board of Education 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 
 

The State Board of Education met on Wednesday, January 17, 2007, in the Auditorium 
of the State Education Building.  Diane Tatum, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 
8:30 a.m. 
 
The following Board members were present: Diane Tatum, Chairman; Randy Lawson, 
Vice-Chairman; Sherry Burrow; Jim Cooper; Dr. Calvin King; Dr. Tim Knight; Dr. Ben 
Mays; MaryJane Rebick; and Dr. Naccaman Williams. 
 
No Board members were absent. 
 

Commissioner’s Report 
 

Dr. James highlighted the following items: 
 

• Introduced Emily Jordan-Cox, policy director for Governor Beebe’s Office and is 
serving as an educational liaison 

• Noted attendance at the Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration at Philander Smith 
College 

• Reported on the first meeting of the House Education Committee for this session 
of the General Assembly 

• Reported that the recently named Arkansas Teacher of the Year, Justin Minkel,  
was selected as one of four national finalist for National Teacher of the Year.   

• Noted a report from staff at the Southern Region Educational Board (SREB) citing 
Arkansas was making progress and doing well in improving student achievement 

• Cited a report from Quality Counts showing that Arkansas moved from 48th to 
29th in ranking in the recent Education Week publication.  That report also noted 
Arkansas ranked second in the amount of gain during the past year. 

 
Consent Agenda 

 
Dr. Williams moved approval of the Consent Agenda.  Dr. Mays seconded the motion.  
The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 

• Minutes – December 11, 2006 
• Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations 
• Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on 

the Execution of the Implementation Plan 
• Report of Waivers to School Districts for Teachers Teaching Out-of-Field for 

Longer than Thirty (30) Consecutive Days, Act 1623 of 2001 
• Approve Payment of Stipends and Expenses to Board Members 
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Action Agenda 
 

Report on the Status of Schools Classified in Fiscal Distress for the 2006-2007 
School Year 
 
Dr. Bobbie Davis was recognized to present this item.  Dr. Davis reported that twelve 
(12) school districts were named during 2005-2006 as being in fiscal distress and that 
this item is a presentation as required by legislation for an update on the Department’s 
work with the schools and each school’s current status.  She reviewed the status of each 
district, highlighted the Department’s work during the approximately 50 days of 
technical assistance provided and summarized actions taken by that district toward 
improving the fiscal condition of that district.   
 
Dr. Davis reported documentation from three districts, Dirks, Flippin, and Western Yell 
affirming continued improvement and that each of those districts had petitioned the 
Department and the Board for release from fiscal distress classification.  Mr. Lawson 
moved that Dirks School District, Flippin School District and Western Yell School District 
be removed from fiscal distress classification.  Mr. Cooper seconded the motion.  The 
motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawson moved to accept the Department report on the status of schools in fiscal 
distress.  Dr. King seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
(A complete transcript of the deliberations and action for each of the following items 
was recorded by a court reporter.  That transcript will be available with the official 
Minutes of the meeting.  These Minutes only reflect summary statements and Board 
action.) 
 
Prior to opening discussion on the Agenda items related to Charter Schools, Scott Smith 
responded to questions that were posed by the Board at the close of the December 
meeting.  Mr. Smith reported that conversations with representatives from charter 
school applicants confirm that each has agreed that no preference will be given to 
individuals associated with the development, administration or serve in an advisory 
capacity to the school, thus the legality of such preference is no longer an issue.  Mr. 
Smith also discussed issues regarding the legal status of an applicant that does not have 
its own 501(c)3 status.  He stated that the entity holding the 501(c)3 certification is the 
legal owner of the charter and that any financial liabilities of the school would be the 
responsibility of the holder of the certificate.  He further reported that it is the opinion of 
the staff, based on communication for the Attorney General’s Office, that the holder of 
the 501(c)3 certificate cannot legally transfer that certificate without approval by the 
Board following a formal request. 
 
Mr. Smith noted that granting a charter to an entity that does not have its own 501(c)3 
charter impacts the National School Lunch Act programs.   
 
Mr. Smith also discussed the issue of contracting for facilities and using state funds for 
collateral when entering into a debt agreement.  He stated that the statute does not 
preclude using state funds for making lease payments to a neutral party but does limit 
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the conditions under which a charter can enter into an agreement with family members 
of the developer. 
 
Hearing on Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: Carver Project International – Lee County School District 
 
Mary Ann Brown was recognized to introduce this issue.  Ms. Brown introduced John 
Hoy who represented the Lee County School District.  Mr. Hoy noted that he received 
the assignment to make this presentation with short notice, thus indicated that 
questions may be asked for which he does not have the answer.  Mr. Hoy iterated the 
vote of the Lee County School Board opposing the approval of a charter school that 
would operate within the Lee County School District. 
 
Michael Ashanti was recognized to present the Carver Project International proposal.   
 
Issues raised during questioning included the suitability of the selected building, the 
ownership/lease of land that would become the site for additional portable classrooms, 
the purchase of portable classrooms, programming to include vocational training 
proposed to be offered, staffing, and transportation. 
 
Mr. Lawson moved to table action on this item until the February meeting in order to 
give additional time to address questions raised by the Board.  Dr. Williams seconded 
the motion.  The motion failed on a roll call vote 4 yes, 5 no (those voting no Mays, 
Knight, Rebick, Cooper and Tatum) 
 
Dr. Mays moved to deny the charter.  Dr. Knight seconded the motion.  The motion was 
adopted on a roll call vote 5 yes and 4 no.  (Lawson, Williams, King and Burrow voted 
no) 
 
The following statements of reason were provided by those who voted to deny the 
charter: 
 
Cooper: Does not believe that applicant is ready to open charter at this time.  Too 

many unanswered questions; 
Knight: Too many discrepancies in the proposal and presentation.  Cannot see 

logistics working out the way the proposal is written; 
Mays: One month is not sufficient time to correct all the issues identified with 

this application.  The lease agreement with family; 
Rebick: The lease agreement, too many unknown or unresolved questions and a 

poor business plan; 
Tatum: Additional work must be done on this proposal before it is ready for 

approval. 
 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application and ADE Review: 
Dreamland Academy of Performing and Communication Arts – Little Rock 
School District 
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Mary Ann Brown reported that the Little Rock School District was not present and is not 
opposing this charter school application. 
 
Raol Reddy led a team of developers who presented the charter application.   
Following a question and answer period, Dr. Williams moved to table consideration on 
this application until the February meeting.  Dr. Mays seconded the motion.  The motion 
was adopted on a roll-call vote of 7 yes and 1 no (Rebick voted no). 
 
The following issues were conveyed to the developers of the application as needing 
additional work and a response prior to the February Board meeting: 
 

• Clarity on the itemization of the budget to reflect grants in the amount of 
$400,000; 

• Clarification of membership of the administrative board and structure which 
should include representatives from the area (southwest Little Rock) to be 
served; 

• Details about the acquisition and placement of modular structures on the 
designated campus of Greater Second Baptist Church. 

 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: Montgomery Academy – Magnolia School District 
 
Ms. Tatum announced that this application lacked essential components and would not 
be given a hearing at this time.  
 
Ms. Rebick moved that this application be denied.  Dr. Mays seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed on a roll-call vote of 7 yes 1 abstain (King abstained).  The following 
reasons were cited for denying the charter: 
 
Mays: Application failed to meet all required components – specifically no 

501(c)3; 
Burrow: Application failed to meet all required components – specifically no 

501(c)3; 
Cooper: Application failed to meet all required components – specifically no 

501(c)3; 
Knight: Lack of a valid, complete application; 
Mays: lack of a valid, complete application; 
Rebick: Application failed to meet all required components – specifically no 

501(c)3; 
Williams: Application did not meet established criteria and comply with application 

process. 
 
Dr. King requested that the record note that an application was submitted with a name 
and 501(c)3 document belonging to a different entity. 
 
Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application Appeal and ADE 
Review: Perkins Academy of Science/Math/Technology – Helena-West 
Helena School District 
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Rudolph Howard, state appointed superintendent of the Helena-West Helena School 
District, stated that the local board opposed the opening of another charter school in the 
area.  He stated that he and the district embraces any and all efforts to improve student 
learning in the district.  However, at this time there are three entities vying for students 
in this community, which is rapidly losing students. 
 
Jacqueline Miller was recognized to present the program outlined in the Perkins 
Academy proposal. 
 
Questions from the Board centered on purchase of a modular facility and the proposed 
payment to a family member for lease of property on which the modular buildings would 
be located.  It was noted that a visit by the facilities division inspected one building 
which currently houses a daycare program also managed by Ms. Miller.  That building 
was not intended to be the site for the Perkins Academy instructional program.  Dr. 
Williams also noted a potential issue with the entity holding the 501(c)3 certification. 
 
Dr. Williams moved to table further consideration on this charter until the February 
meeting.  Dr. Mays seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted on a roll-call vote of 
6 yes and 2 no (Knight and Rebick voted no). 
 
Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
Covenant Keepers Academy for College Bound Students – Little Rock School 
District 
 
Scott Smith reported that the Department’s legal office had received incomplete 
documents relating to the 501(c)3 application from Covenant Keepers Academy, but 
there was no indication when a fully approved signed document might be issued. 
 
Mr. Cooper noted that questions remain of exact location of a building to house the 
school even though a different site is under consideration now than was described 
previously. 
 
Ms. Rebick moved to deny the application.  Ms. Burrow seconded the motion.  The 
motion was adopted on a roll-call vote of 7 yes and 1 no (Williams voted no).  The 
following reasons are cited for denial of the charter: 
 
Lawson: lack of 501(c)3 status document; 
Burrow: lack of 501(c)3 status document; 
Cooper: lack of firm commitment and lease agreement on facility and budget 

questions unanswered; 
King:  lack of 501(c)3 status document; 
Knight:  lack of 501(c)3 status document; 
Mays:  lack of 501(c)3 status document; 
Rebick:  lack of 501(c)3 status document. 
 
Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
Learning for Life Academy – Little Rock School District 
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R.J. Hampton representing the Learning for Life Academy confirmed that his 
organization does not have the required 501(c)3 document. 
 
Ms. Rebick moved to deny the Learning for Life Academy proposal.  Ms. Burrow 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted on a roll-call vote unanimously.   
 
All Board members cited not having the required 501(c)3 document as their reason to 
deny this charter. 
 
Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
Northwest Academy of Fine Arts – Rogers School District 
 
A.J. Hatley and Mechel Wall represented the Northwest Academy of Fine Arts proposal.   
 
Dr. Mays asked for clarification on the lease arrangement regarding securing of facilities 
for the school. 
 
Dr. Williams moved to approve the Northwest Academy of Fine Arts proposal.  Mr. 
Lawson seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted on a roll-call vote of 7 yes and 
1 no (Mays voted no). 
 
Continuation of the Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter School Application: 
School of Excellence – Humphrey School District 
 
Dr. Richard Wilson represented the School of Excellence proposal.   
 
Ms. Rebick moved to approve the School of Excellence proposal.  Ms. Burrow seconded 
the motion.  The motion was denied on a roll-call vote 3 yes and 5 no (Cooper, King, 
Knight, Mays and Rebick voted no) 
 
The following reasons were cited as justification for the vote against approval. 
 
Cooper: Lunch and other provisions for students, availability of nurse and moving 

into a location that just annexed the public school to another district; 
King: Community consolidation issues; 
Knight: Lunch and other provisions for students, availability of nurse and moving 

into a location that just annexed the public school to another district; 
Mays: Believes the Board should give consolidation an opportunity to be 

successful before providing other options; 
Rebick: Does not believe the need for a school is justified in the application. 
 
Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement for Certified Teacher’s License 
– Terri Camp 
 
Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-
Certified Employment with the Jonesboro School District – Marvin Ross 
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Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement for Certified Teacher’s License 
– Susan Williams 
 
Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-
Certified Employment with the South Central Service Cooperative – Wendy 
Tyson 
 
Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement of Waiver Request for Non-
Certified Employment with the Fayetteville and Springdale School Districts – 
Jesse Wilson 
 
Mr. Lawson moved approval of the stipulated agreements as presented.  Ms. Burrow 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Hearing on Revocation of Provisional Certified Teacher’s License – Angela 
Oltman 
 
Ms. Oltman was not present nor represented.  Dr. Mays moved revocation of provisional 
Teacher’s License.  Dr. Knight seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted 
unanimously. 
 
Request for Reinstatement of Teacher’s License – Steven Bray 
 
Scott Smith reported to the Board that Mr. Bray met all requirements placed on him and 
is eligible for reinstatement of the Teacher’s License.   
 
Dr. Williams moved to reinstate the teacher’s license for Steven Bray.  Mr. Cooper 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Hearing on Waiver Request for Certified Teacher’s License – Van Beard 
 
Mr. Beard was introduced and requested to speak on his own behalf.  Mr. Beard stated 
that the offense, which was committed in bad judgment, was a one-time offense that 
occurred 13 ½ years ago.  He reported a satisfactory work history at the Arkansas 
Prison System where he provides instruction for men incarcerated and want to work on 
their GED program.   
 
Scott Smith verified that a letter of recommendation was on file from Department of 
Corrections administrator Dub Byers. 
 
Dr. Williams moved to issue probationary license for a period of five years and that 
employment during that time be limited to the Department of Corrections schools.  
Additionally, the motion requires that Mr. Beard have no additional offenses and that the 
probationary license is automatically terminated should Mr. Beard leave employment at 
the Department of Corrections.  Ms. Burrow seconded the motion.  The motion was 
adopted unanimously. 
 



 8 

Hearing on Waiver Request for Non-Certified Employment with the Little 
Rock School District – Michael Ackers 
 
Mr. Ackers was represented by counsel, Mr. Mark Burnett.  Mr. Burnett outlined the 
satisfactory recent work pattern in the Little Rock School District and support letters 
from the principal of Stephens Elementary School as well as one from Dr. Roy Brooks, 
Superintendent.   
 
Dr. Mays moved to approval the waiver request for non-certified employee based on five 
years probationary service with no further offenses during that time.  Dr. Knight 
seconded the motion.  The motion was adopted unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lawson moved adjournment.  Dr. Williams seconded the motion.  The meeting 
adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 
 
The Minutes were recorded and reported by Dr. Charles D. Watson. 
 
 



ADE’S PROJECT MANAGEMENT TOOL EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

JANUARY 31, 2007 
 

This document summarizes the progress that ADE has made in complying with the provisions of the 
Implementation Plan during the month of January 2006. 
  
  
 

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

JANUARY 31, 2007 

I. Financial Obligation As of December 31, 2006, State Foundation Funding payments 
paid for FY 06/07 totaled $31,348,910 to LRSD, $16,126,034 to 
NLRSD, and $25,665,030 to PCSSD.  The Magnet Operational 
Charge paid as of December 31, 2006, was $6,737,191.  The 
allotment for FY 06/07 was $15,171,274.  M-to-M incentive 
distributions for FY 06/07 as of December 31, 2006, were 
$1,808,096 to LRSD, $1,995,973 to NLRSD, and $4,753,679 to 
PCSSD.  The first one-third payment to the Districts for their FY 
06/07 transportation budget paid as of September 30, 2006, was 
$1,413,384 to LRSD, $333,218 to NLRSD, and $1,074,447 to 
PCSSD.  

II. Monitoring Compensatory 

Education 
On June 20, 2006, the ADE Implementation Phase Working 
Group met to review the Implementation Phase activities for the 
previous quarter.  ADE staff from the Office of Public School 
Academic Accountability updated the group on all relevant 
desegregation issues.  The purpose, content, and due date for 
information going into the Project Management Tool and its 
Executive Summary were reported. There was discussion about 
the three districts in Pulaski County seeking unitary status.  The 
next Implementation Phase Working Group Meeting is 
scheduled for October 17, 2006 at 1:30 p.m. in room 201-A at 
the ADE. 

III. A Petition for Election for 

LRSD will be Supported Should a 

Millage be Required 

Ongoing.  All court pleadings are monitored monthly. 

IV. Repeal Statutes and 

Regulations that Impede 

Desegregation 

On October 27, 2003, the ADE sent letters to the school districts 
in Pulaski County asking if there were any new laws or 
regulations that may impede desegregation.  The districts were 
asked to review laws passed during the 84th Legislative Session, 
any new ADE rules or regulations, and district policies.   

V. Commitment to Principles On January 17, 2007, the Arkansas State Board of Education 
reviewed and approved the PMT and its executive summary for 
the month of December. 



IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

JANUARY 31, 2007 

VI. Remediation On December 14-15, 2006, ADE staff provided professional 
development at the Robinson Convention Center on curriculum 
alignment and assessment development.  The NLRSD trained 
teachers for fourth grade subjects - one each for math, language 
arts, and science.  The LRSD trained teachers for fourth grade 
subjects - three for math, three for language arts; and seventh 
grade subjects - one each for math, language arts, and science.  
On December 15, the PCSSD had one teacher trained for fourth 
grade language arts, one for fourth grade math, and one each for 
seventh grade science and math. 

VII. Test Validation On February 12, 2001, the ADE Director provided the State 
Board of Education with a special update on desegregation 
activities. 

VIII. In-Service Training A Tri-District Staff Development Committee meeting was held 
on January 12, 2007.  Doug Ask (PCSSD), Dr. Beverly Ruthven 
(PCSSD), Dr. Angela Olsen (NLRSD), and Dr. Lloyd Sain 
(LRSD) attended.  They discussed the tri-district calendar and 
the Smart Grant that is available from the ADE. 

IX. Recruitment of Minority 

Teachers 
In January 2007, ADE Professional Licensure mailed a list of the 
fall 2006 minority teacher graduates from reporting colleges and 
universities to all the Pulaski County school districts and the 
Fort Smith School District. 



IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

JANUARY 31, 2007 

X. Financial Assistance to 

Minority Teacher Candidates 
Ms. Tara Smith of the Arkansas Department of Higher 
Education reported minority scholarships for Fiscal Year 2006-
2007 on October 17, 2006.  These included the State Teacher 
Assistance Resource (STAR) Program, the Minority Teacher 
Scholars (MTS) Program, and the Minority Masters Fellows 
(MMF) Program.  The scholarship awards for STAR are as 
follows: 
STAR        Male       Male   Female   Female   Total       Total 
Race         Count     Award   Count    Award   Count     Award 
White            62     270,514    337   1,466,952    399   1,737,466 
Black               9       51,000     44      190,500      53      241,500 
Hispanic          1         6,000       4        21,000        5        27,000 
Native Amer    1         6,000       2         9,000        3         15,000 
Other               2         7,500       2          9,000        4        16,500 
Totals            75     341,014   389   1,696,452    464   2,037,466 
 
The scholarship awards for MTS are as follows:    
MTS          Male      Male    Female   Female    Total      Total 
Race          Count    Award    Count    Award   Count     Award 
Black               6     27,500        42    188,430      48      215,930 
Hispanic                                      1        5,000        1          5,000 
Asian                                                                                            
Native Amer                                5      25,000       5         25,000 
Totals              6     27,500        48    218,430     54       245,930 
 
The scholarship awards for MMF are as follows: 
MMF          Male      Male    Female   Female    Total      Total 
Race          Count    Award    Count    Award    Count     Award 
Black               2       6,250        26       93,750      28      100,000 
Hispanic                                     3        13,750        3        13,750 
Native Amer                                                                                 
Totals              2      6,250        29      107,500      31      113,750 

XI. Minority Recruitment of ADE 

Staff 
The MRC met on June 17, 2005 at the ADE.  Demographic 
reports were presented showing ADE Employees Grade 21 and 
Above by Race and Section as of December 31, 2004 and March 
31, 2005.  These reports were reviewed to ensure accuracy.  Due 
to the Legislative session, the MRC combined it’s review of the 
2nd and 3rd quarters of the fiscal year. 

XII. School Construction This goal is completed.  No additional reporting is required. 

XIII. Assist PCSSD Goal completed as of June 1995. 

XIV. Scattered Site Housing This goal is completed.  No additional reporting is required. 



IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

JANUARY 31, 2007 

XV. Standardized Test Selection to 

Determine Loan Forgiveness 
Goal completed as of March 2001. 

XVI. Monitor School Improvement 

Plans 
On January 12, 2007, ADE staff provided technical assistance 
with ACSIP at the Instructional Resource Center (IRC) in the 
LRSD. 
 
On December 10, 2006, ADE staff conducted a technical review 
visit in preparation for the spring 2007 ACSIP peer team visit at 
Sylvan Hills Middle School in the PCSSD. 
 
On December 12, 2006, ADE staff conducted a technical review 
visit in preparation for the spring 2007 ACSIP peer team visit at 
Jacksonville High School in the PCSSD. 
 
On December 14, 2006 and January 4, 2007, ADE staff 
conducted technical review visits in preparation for the spring 
2007 ACSIP peer team visit at Maumelle Middle School in the 
PCSSD. 
 
On January 8, 2007, ADE staff conducted technical review visits 
in preparation for the spring 2007 ACSIP peer team visits at 
North Pulaski and Jacksonville High Schools in the PCSSD. 
 
On January 9, 2007, ADE staff conducted technical review visits 
in preparation for the spring 2007 ACSIP peer team visits at 
Sylvan Hills Middle and High Schools in the PCSSD. 
 
On January 12, 2007, ADE staff conducted technical review 
visits in preparation for the spring 2007 ACSIP peer team visits 
at Oak Grove Elementary and High Schools in the PCSSD. 



IMPLEMENTATION PHASE 

ACTIVITY 
PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF 

JANUARY 31, 2007 

XVII. Data Collection  The State Board of Education approved the new Desegregation 
Monitoring and Assistance Plan on December 8, 1999 and 
instructed the ADE to forward the document to Mr. Tim Gauger 
so that it may be filed in Federal court. 

XVIII. Work with the Parties and 

ODM to Develop Proposed 

Revisions to ADE’s Monitoring 

and Reporting Obligations 

On July 10, 2002, the ADE held a Desegregation Monitoring 
and Assistance Plan meeting for the three school districts in 
Pulaski County.  Mr. Willie Morris, ADE Lead Planner for 
Desegregation, presented information on the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001.  A letter from U.S. Secretary of Education, 
Rod Paige, was discussed.  It stated that school districts that are 
subject to a desegregation plan are not exempt from the public 
school choice requirements.  “If a desegregation plan forbids the 
school district from offering any transfer option, the school 
district should secure appropriate changes to the plan to permit 
compliance with the public school choice requirements”.  
Schools in Arkansas have not yet been designated “Identified for 
Improvement”.  After a school has been “Identified for 
Improvement”, it must make “adequate yearly progress”.  
Schools that fail to meet the definition of “adequate yearly 
progress”, for two consecutive years, must provide public school 
choice and supplemental education services.  A court decision 
regarding the LRSD Unitary Status is expected soon.  The LRSD 
and the NLRSD attended the meeting.  The next meeting about 
the Desegregation Monitoring and Assistance Plan will be held 
in August, 2002, after school starts. 

 



NEWLY EMPLOYED FOR THE PERIOD OF January 1, 2007 – January 31, 2007 
 
Debi Branscum- Secretary I- Child Nutrition, Division of Fiscal and Administrative Services, Grade 11, effective 
01/29/07. 
 
Deborah Woods- Public School Program Advisor, Coordinated Health Services, Division of Learning Services, 
Grade 21, effective 01/22/07. 
 
 
PROMOTIONS/ LATERAL TRANSFERS FOR THE PERIOD OF January 1, 2007 – January 31, 2007 

 
*Deborah Loring- from Administrative Assistant I, Curriculum, Assessment & Research, Grade 15 to 
Administrative Assistant II, Curriculum, Assessment & Research, Grade 17, effective 01/15/07. 

 
*Wilma Toombs- from Trainer/Instructor, Distance Learning, Research and Technology, Grade 18 to Public 
School Program Advisor, Tech Initiatives & Resources, Research and Technology, Grade 21, effective 01/01/07.
  
SEPARATIONS FOR THE PERIOD OF January 1, 2007 - January 31, 2007   
 
*Marsha Bailey- Reproduction Equipment Operator, Central Services, Division of Fiscal and Administrative 
Services, Grade 10, effective 01/05/07. 7 years, 3 months, 1 day.  Code: 07 
 
Doyle Jackson- Public School Program Advisor, Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN), Grade 
21, effective 01/04/07.  8 years, 5 months, 4 days.  Code: 09 
 
Cindy O’Riley- Education Program Analyst, Special Education, Division of Learning Services, Grade 21, 
effective 12/29/06. 2 years, 9 months, 7 days. Code 07 
            
*Minority        
        
AASIS Code:    
Health Reasons- Self-09 
Career Advancement- 07      
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Section 1 
Revolving Loans to School Districts 

 
Pursuant to Arkansas Code Annotated (A. C. A.) § 6-20-802, school districts may 
borrow from the Revolving Loan Program for any of the following purposes: 
 
(1) Funding of its legally issued and outstanding postdated warrants; 
(2) Purchase of new or used school buses or refurbishing school buses; 
(3) Payment of premiums on insurance policies covering its school buildings, 

facilities, and equipment in instances where the insurance coverage 
extends three (3) years or longer; and replacement of or payment of the 
district’s pro rata part of the expense of employing professional appraisers 
as authorized by §§ 26-26-601 through 26-26-607 or other laws providing 
for the appraisal or reappraisal and assessment of property for ad valorem 
tax purposes; 

(4) Making major repairs and constructing additions to existing school 
buildings and facilities; 

(5) Purchase of surplus buildings and equipment; 
(6) Purchase of school sites for and the cost of construction thereon of school 

buildings and facilities and the purchase of equipment for the buildings; 
(7) Purchase of its legally issued and outstanding commercial bonds at a 

discount provided that a substantial savings in gross interest charges can 
thus be effected; 

(8) Refunding of all or any part of its legally issued and outstanding debt, 
both funded and unfunded; 

(9) Purchase of equipment; 
(10) Payment of loans secured for settlement resulting from litigation against a 

school district;  
(11) The purchase of energy conservation measures as defined in Title 6, 

Chapter 20, Subchapter 4;  and 
(12) (A) The maintenance and operation of the school district in an amount      

equal to delinquent property taxes resulting from bankruptcies or 
receiverships of taxpayers and for loans to school districts in an amount 
equal to insured facility loss or damage when the insurance claim is being 
litigated or arbitrated.   
(B) For purposes of this subdivision, the loans become payable and due 

when the final settlement is made, and the loan limits prescribed by § 
6-20-803 shall not apply.   

 
The maximum amount a school district may borrow is $500,000 (A. C. A. § 6-20-
803).  Revolving loans are limited to a term of ten (10) years (A. C. A. § 6-20-
806). 



 2 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

FEBRUARY 12, 2007 

APPLICATIONS FOR REVOLVING LOANS 

 

 

REVOLVING LOAN APPLICATIONS: 

 

     1 Construction     $  250,000.00 

     1 School Bus         54,000.00 

     __                              ___________ 

     2                                       $          304,000.00  
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Section 2 
Second Lien Bonds 

 
Arkansas Code Annotated (A. C. A.) § 6-20-1229 (b) states the following: 
 
(b) All second-lien bonds issued by school districts shall have semi-annual 
interest payments with the first interest payment due within eight (8) months of 
the issuance of the second-lien bond.  All second lien bonds shall be repaid on 
payment schedules that are either: 

(1) Equalized payments in which the annual payments are substantially equal 
in amount; or 

(2) Decelerated payments in which the annual payments decrease over the 
life of the schedule. 
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

FEBRUARY 12, 2007 

APPLICATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL BONDS 

 

 

COMMERCIAL BOND APPLICATIONS: 

 

     2 2nd Lien                  $          2,675,000.00 

    ___                          _____________ 

     2            $           2,675,000.00 
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Section 3 

Voted Bonds  
 
Arkansas Code Annotated (A. C. A.) § 6-20-1201 states the following: 
 

All school districts are authorized to borrow money and to issue 
negotiable bonds for the repayment thereof from school funds for 
the building and equipping of school buildings, for making additions 
and repairs thereto, for purchasing sites therefore, for purchasing 
new or used school buses, for refurbishing school buses, the 
professional development and training of teachers or other 
programs authorized under the federally recognized Qualified Zone 
Academy Bond program codified at 26 U.S.C. 1397E, and for 
paying off outstanding postdated warrants, installment contracts, 
revolving loans, and lease-purchase agreements, as provided in this 
act. 
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

FEBRUARY 12, 2007 

APPLICATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL BONDS 

 

 

COMMERCIAL BOND APPLICATIONS: 

 

      2 Voted                 $           4,350,000.00 

  ___                            _____________ 

      2                  $           4,350,000.00 
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Paragould School District Paragould Vicki Shelby 25 110,000$      None

T
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d
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g

ConditionsAgency City Contact

SLOTS FUNDED



State 60%

Local 40%

 $     29,000.00  $     29,000.00 -

40,000.00$     42,000.00$     5.0%

7,250.00$       7,250.00$       -

10,000.00$     10,500.00$     5.0%

Salary 16,000.00$     16,800.00$     5.0%

25% Fringe 4,000.00$       4,200.00$       5.0%

 $1500 to $1650 per staff = 3,000.00$       3,300.00$       10.0%

 $50 to $55 per child = 1,000.00$       1,100.00$       10.0%

$50 per child = 1,000.00$       1,000.00$       -

$100 per child = 2,000.00$       2,000.00$       -

 $250 to $275 per child = 5,000.00$       5,500.00$       10.0%

$200 per child = 4,000.00$       4,000.00$       -

 $100 to $110 per child = 2,000.00$       2,200.00$       10.0%

88,000.00$     92,600.00$     5.0%

58,666.67$     61,733.33$     5.0%

146,666.67$   154,333.33$   5.0%

4,400.00$       4,630.00$       5.0%

2,933.33$       3,086.67$       5.0%

7,333.33$       7,716.67$       5.0%

Required 40% Match Per Child

Total Program Cost (Based on 20 children)

Transportation

Total Cost per child

State Cost per child

Total ABC Funding for Class of 20 (60% State Portion)

Required 40% Match

Administrative Costs

Classroom Teacher   
(salary commensurate 

with experience and 

degree)

Salary Range 

(low-high)

25% Fringe 

Range

Child Assessment/Technology

Developmental and Health Screenings

Professional Development

Meaningful Parent Engagement

Curriculum and Classroom Supplies

Well-Qualified and 

Compensated Staff

 Proposed 

Amount for   

2007-08 

 % 

Increase 

ANNUAL COST FOR ABC CORE QUALITY CENTER-BASED MODEL                            

Based on classroom of 20 children

Paraprofessional

Amount for   

2006-07 



State 60%

Local 40%

Salary  $      4,840.00  $      5,300.00 5.0%

25% Fringe  $      1,210.00  $      1,325.00 5.0%

Salary 15,200.00$     16,800.00$     5.0%

25% Fringe 3,800.00$       4,200.00$       5.0%

 $1500 to $1650 per staff = 1,500.00$       1,650.00$       10.0%

$50 per child = 1,250.00$       1,250.00$       -

$75 to $50 per child = 1,875.00$       1,250.00$       -

$50 per child = 1,250.00$       1,250.00$       -

$170 to $176 per child = 4,250.00$       4,400.00$       10.0%

$75 to $80 per child = 1,875.00$       2,000.00$       -

 $75 to $90 per child = 1,875.00$       2,250.00$       10.0%

38,925.00$     41,675.00$     6.6%

25,950.00$     27,783.33$     6.6%

64,875.00$     69,458.33$     6.6%

1,557.00$       1,667.00$       6.6%

1,038.00$       1,111.33$       6.6%

2,595.00$       2,778.33$       6.6%

Required 40% Match Per Child

Total Program Cost (Based on 25 children)

Staff Travel

Total Cost per child

State Cost per child

Total ABC Funding for Group of 25 (60% State Portion)

Required 40% Match

Administrative Costs

Child Assessment/Technology

Developmental and Health Screenings

Professional Development

Meaningful Parent Engagement

Curriculum and Classroom Supplies

Home Visitor

Amount for   

2006-07 

Well-Qualified and 

Compensated Staff

 Proposed 

Amount for   

2007-08 

 % 

Increase 

ANNUAL COST FOR ABC CORE QUALITY HOME-VISITING-BASED MODEL                     

Based on caseload of 25 children

Coordinator     

(0.167 FTE)



State 60%

Local 40%

Salary 27,500.00$     28,611.00$     3.9%

25% Fringe 6,875.00$       7,152.75$       3.9%

 $1500 to $1650 per staff = 2,625.00$       2,636.25$       0.5%

 $50 to $55 per child = 500.00$          550.00$          10.0%

$50 per child = 500.00$          500.00$          -

$100 per child = 1,000.00$       1,000.00$       -

 $250 to $275 per child = 2,500.00$       2,750.00$       10.0%

$150 to $200 per child = 1,500.00$       2,000.00$       33.3%

 $100 to $110 per child = 1,000.00$       1,100.00$       10.0%

44,000.00$     46,300.00$     5.0%

29,333.33$     30,866.67$     5.0%

73,333.33$     77,166.67$     5.0%

4,400.00$       4,630.00$       5.0%

2,933.33$       3,086.67$       5.0%

7,333.33$       7,716.67$       5.0%

Required 40% Match Per Child

Total Program Cost (Based on 20 children)

Transportation

Total Cost per child

State Cost per child

Total ABC Funding for Class of 20 (60% State Portion)

Required 40% Match

Administrative Costs

Child Assessment/Technology

Developmental and Health Screenings

Professional Development

Meaningful Parent Engagement

Curriculum and Classroom Supplies

Well-Qualified and 

Compensated Staff

 Proposed 

Amount for   

2007-08 

 % 

Increase 

ANNUAL COST FOR ABC CORE QUALITY FAMILY HOME-BASED MODEL                      

Based on classroom of 10 children

Family Home 

Teacher

Amount for   

2006-07 
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Arkansas 
 State  

Part B Annual State Application:  FFY 2007 Section I -1  
OMB No. 1820-0030/Expiration Date – 08/31/2009 

Section I 

A. Submission Statement for Part B of IDEA 

Please select 1 or 2 below.  Check 3 if appropriate. 

_____ 1. The State provides assurances that it has in effect policies and procedures to meet all 
eligibility requirements of Part B of the Act as found in PL 108-446, the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act and applicable regulations (IDEA).  The State is able to meet all 
assurances found in Section II.A of this Application. 

__ � 2. The State cannot provide assurances for all eligibility requirements of Part B of the Act as 

found in PL 108-446.  The State has determined that it is unable to make the assurances 
that are checked as 'No' in Section II.A.  However, the State assures that throughout the 
period of this grant award the State will operate consistent with all requirements of IDEA in 
PL 108-446 and applicable regulations.  The State will make such changes to existing 
policies and procedures as are necessary to bring those policies and procedures into 
compliance with the requirements of the IDEA, as amended, as soon as possible, and not 
later than June 30, 2008  The State has included the date by which it expects to complete 
necessary changes associated with assurances marked 'No'.  (Refer to Assurances found in 
Section II.A.) 

Optional: 

_____ 3. The State is submitting modifications to State policies and procedures previously submitted 
to the Department.  These modifications are:  (1) deemed necessary by the State, for 
example when the State revises applicable State law or regulations; (2) required by the 
Secretary because there is a new interpretation of the Act or regulations by a Federal court 
or the State's highest court; and/or (3) because of an official finding of noncompliance with 
Federal law or regulations. 

B. Conditional Approval for Current Grant Year 

If the State received conditional approval for the current grant year, check the appropriate 
statement(s) below: 

1. Conditional Approval Related to Assurances in Section II.A: 

_____ a. Section II.A provides documentation of completion of all issues identified in the FFY 2006 
conditional approval letter. 

__�_ b. As noted in Section II.A, the State has not completed all issues identified in the FFY 2006 
conditional approval letter.   

2. Conditional Approval Related to Other Issues: 

_____ a. The State previously submitted documentation of completion of all issues identified in the 
FFY 2006 conditional approval letter. 

_____ b. The State is attaching documentation of completion of all issues identified in the FFY 
2006 conditional approval letter.  (Attach documentation showing completion of all issues.) 

_____ c. The State has not completed all issues identified in the FFY 2006 conditional approval 
letter.  (Attach documentation showing completion of any issues and a list of items not yet completed.) 



Arkansas 
 State  

Part B Annual State Application:  FFY 2007 Section II -2  
OMB No. 1820-0030/Expiration Date - 08/31/2009 

Section II 

A. Assurances Related to Policies and Procedures 

The State makes the following assurances that it has policies and procedures in place as required by Part 

B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  (20 U.S.C. 1411-1419; 34 CFR §§300.100-300.174) 

Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Yes 
(Assurance is 

given.) 

No 
(Assurance 
cannot be 

given.  
Provide date 

on which 
State will 
complete 

changes in 
order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

Assurances Related to Policies and Procedures 

 � 
6/30/08 

1. A free appropriate public education is available to all children with 
disabilities residing in the State between the ages of 3 and 21, inclusive, 
including children with disabilities who have been suspended or expelled, 

in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(1); 34 CFR §§300.101-300.108. 

�  

2. The State has established a goal of providing a full educational 
opportunity to all children with disabilities and a detailed timetable for 

accomplishing that goal. (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(2); 34 CFR §§300.109-
300.110) 

�  

3. All children with disabilities residing in the State, including children with 
disabilities who are homeless or are wards of the State and children with 
disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the severity of their 
disabilities, and who are in need of special education and related 
services, are identified, located, and evaluated and a practical method is 
developed and implemented to determine which children with disabilities 
are currently receiving needed special education and related services in 

accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(3); 34 CFR §300.111. 

 � 
6/30/08 

4. An individualized education program, or an individualized family service 
plan that meets the requirements of section 636(d), is developed, 
reviewed, and revised for each child with a disability in accordance with 

34 CFR §§300.320 through 300.325.  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(4); 34 CFR 

§300.112) 

�  

5. To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, including 
children in public or private institutions or other care facilities, are 
educated with children who are not disabled, and special classes, 
separate schooling, or other removal of children with disabilities from the 
regular educational environment occurs only when the nature or severity 
of the disability of a child is such that education in regular classes with 
the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved 
satisfactorily in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(5)(A)-(B); 34 CFR 



Arkansas 
 State  

Part B Annual State Application:  FFY 2007 Section II -3  
OMB No. 1820-0030/Expiration Date - 08/31/2009 

Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Yes 
(Assurance is 

given.) 

No 
(Assurance 
cannot be 

given.  
Provide date 

on which 
State will 
complete 

changes in 
order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

Assurances Related to Policies and Procedures 

§§300.114-300.120. 

�  

6. Children with disabilities and their parents are afforded the procedural 

safeguards required by 34 CFR §§300.500 through 300.536 and in 

accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(6); 34 CFR §300.121. 

�  
7. Children with disabilities are evaluated in accordance with 34 CFR 

§§300.300 through 300.311.  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(7); 34 CFR §300.122) 

�  
8. Agencies in the State comply with 34 CFR §§ 300.610 through 300.626 

(relating to the confidentiality of records and information).  (20 U.S.C. 

1412(a)(8); 34 CFR §300.123) 

�  

9. Children participating in early intervention programs assisted under Part 
C, and who will participate in preschool programs assisted under this 
part, experience a smooth and effective transition to those preschool 
programs in a manner consistent with section 637(a)(9). By the third 
birthday of such a child, an individualized education program or, if 

consistent with 34 CFR §300.323(b) and section 636(d), an individualized 
family service plan, has been developed and is being implemented for 
the child. The local educational agency will participate in transition 
planning conferences arranged by the designated lead agency under 

section 635(a)(10).  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(9); 34 CFR §300.124) 

 � 
6/30/08 

10. To the extent consistent with the number and location of children with 
disabilities in the State who are enrolled by their parents in private 
elementary schools and secondary schools in the school district served 
by a local educational agency, provision is made for the participation of 
those children in the program assisted or carried out under this part by 
providing for such children special education and related services in 

accordance with the requirements found in 34 CFR §§300.130 through 
300.148  unless the Secretary has arranged for services to those 
children under subsection (f) [By pass].  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(10); 34 CFR 

§§300.129-300.148) 

�  

11. The State educational agency is responsible for ensuring that the 

requirements of Part B are met according to 34 CFR §300.149 and that 
the State monitors and enforces the requirements of Part B in 

accordance with 34 CFR §§300.600-300.602 and 300.606-300.608. 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Yes 
(Assurance is 

given.) 

No 
(Assurance 
cannot be 

given.  
Provide date 

on which 
State will 
complete 

changes in 
order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

Assurances Related to Policies and Procedures 

(20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(11); 34 CFR §300.149) 

�  

12. The Chief Executive Officer of a State or designee of the officer shall 
ensure that an interagency agreement or other mechanism for 
interagency coordination is in effect between each public agency 

described in subparagraph (b) of 34 CFR §300.154 and the State 
educational agency, in order to ensure that all services described in 
paragraph (b)(i) that are needed to ensure a free appropriate public 
education are provided, including the provision of such services during 
the pendency of any dispute under clause (iii). Such agreement or 
mechanism shall meet the requirements found in 20 U.S.C. 

1412(a)(12)(A)-(C); 34 CFR §300.154. 

�  

13. The State educational agency will not make a final determination that a 
local educational agency is not eligible for assistance under this part 
without first affording that agency reasonable notice and an opportunity 

for a hearing.  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(13); 34 CFR §300.155) 

 � 
6/30/08 

14. The State educational agency has established and maintains 
qualifications to ensure that personnel necessary to carry out this part 
are appropriately and adequately prepared and trained, including that 
those personnel have the content knowledge and skills to serve children 
with disabilities as noted in 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(14)(A)-(E); 34 CFR 

§300.156. 

 � 
6/30/08 

15. The State has established goals for the performance of children with 
disabilities in the State that meet the requirements found in 20 U.S.C. 

1412(a)(15)(A)-(C); 34 CFR §300.157. 

 � 
6/30/08 

16. All children with disabilities are included in all general State and 
districtwide assessment programs, including assessments described 
under section 1111 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, with appropriate accommodations and alternate assessments 
where necessary and as indicated in their respective individualized 
education programs as noted in 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(16)(A)-(E); 34 CFR 

§300.160. 

�  

17. Funds paid to a State under this part will be expended in accordance 
with all the provisions of Part B including 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(17)(A)-(C); 

34 CFR §300.162. 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Yes 
(Assurance is 

given.) 

No 
(Assurance 
cannot be 

given.  
Provide date 

on which 
State will 
complete 

changes in 
order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

Assurances Related to Policies and Procedures 

�  

18. The State will not reduce the amount of State financial support for special 
education and related services for children with disabilities, or otherwise 
made available because of the excess costs of educating those children, 
below the amount of that support for the preceding fiscal year in 

accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(18)(A)-(D); 34 CFR §300.163. 

�  

19. Prior to the adoption of any policies and procedures needed to comply 
with this section (including any amendments to such policies and 
procedures), the State ensures that there are public hearings, adequate 
notice of the hearings, and an opportunity for comment available to the 
general public, including individuals with disabilities and parents of 

children with disabilities.  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(19); 34 CFR §300.165) 

 � 
6/30/08 

20. In complying with 34 CFR §§300.162 and 300.163, a State may not use 
funds paid to it under this part to satisfy State-law mandated funding 
obligations to local educational agencies, including funding based on 
student attendance or enrollment, or inflation.  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(20); 

34 CFR §300.166) 

 � 
6/30/08 

21. The State has established and maintains an advisory panel for the 
purpose of providing policy guidance with respect to special education 
and related services for children with disabilities in the State as found in 

20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(21)(A)-(D); 34 CFR §§300.167-300.169. 

 � 
6/30/08 

22. The State educational agency examines data, including data 
disaggregated by race and ethnicity, to determine if significant 
discrepancies are occurring in the rate of long-term suspensions and 
expulsions of children with disabilities in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 

1412(a)(22)(A)-(B); 34 CFR §300.170. 

�  

23a. The State adopts the National Instructional Materials Accessibility 
Standard for the purposes of providing instructional materials to blind 
persons or other persons with print disabilities, in a timely manner after 
the publication of the National Instructional Materials Accessibility 
Standard in the Federal Register in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 

1412(a)(23)(A) and (D); 34 CFR §300.172. 

  23b. (Note:  Check either "23b.1" or "23b.2" whichever applies. 

�  23b.1 The State educational agency coordinates with the National Instructional 
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Check and enter date(s) as 
applicable 

Yes 
(Assurance is 

given.) 

No 
(Assurance 
cannot be 

given.  
Provide date 

on which 
State will 
complete 

changes in 
order to 
provide 

assurance.) 

Assurances Related to Policies and Procedures 

Materials Access Center and not later than 12/03/06 the SEA as part of 
any print instructional materials adoption process, procurement contract, 
or other practice or instrument used for purchase of print instructional 
materials enters into a written contract with the publisher of the print 
instructional materials to: 

• require the publisher to prepare and, on or before delivery of the print 
instructional materials, provide to the National Instructional Materials 
Access Center, electronic files containing the contents of the print 
instructional materials using the National Instructional Materials 
Accessibility Standard; or 

• purchase instructional materials from the publisher that are produced in, 
or may be rendered in, specialized formats.  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(23)(C); 

34 CFR §300.172) 

  

23b.2 The State Educational Agency has chosen not to coordinate with the 
National Instructional Materials Access Center but assures that it will 
provide instructional materials to blind persons or other persons with print 
disabilities in a timely manner.  (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(23)(B); 34 CFR 

§300.172) 

 � 
6/30/08 

24. The State has in effect, consistent with the purposes of the IDEA and 
with section 618(d) of the Act, policies and procedures designed to 
prevent the inappropriate over identification or disproportionate 
representation by race and ethnicity of children as children with 
disabilities, including children with disabilities with a particular impairment 

described in 34 CFR §300.8.  (20 U.S.C 1412(a)(24); 34 CFR §300.173) 

 � 
6/30/08 

25. The State educational agency shall prohibit State and local educational 
agency personnel from requiring a child to obtain a prescription for a 
substance covered by the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 812(c)) 
as a condition of attending school, receiving an evaluation under 34 CFR 

§§300.300 through 300.311, or receiving services under the IDEA as 

described in 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(25)(A)-(B); 34 CFR §300.174. 
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B. Other Assurances 

The State also makes the following assurances: 

Yes Other Assurances 

� 

1. The State shall distribute any funds the State does not reserve under 20 U.S.C. 1411(e) 
to local educational agencies (including public charter schools that operate as local 
educational agencies) in the State that have established their eligibility under section 
613 for use in accordance with this part as provided for in 20 U.S.C. 1411(f)(1)-(3); 34 

CFR §300.705. 

� 
2. The State shall provide data to the Secretary on any information that may be required 

by the Secretary.  (20 U.S.C. 1418(a)(3); 34 CFR §§300.640-300.645.) 

� 

3. The State, local educational agencies, and educational service agencies shall use fiscal 
control and fund accounting procedures that insure proper disbursement of and 
accounting for Federal funds. (34 CFR §76.702) 

� 

4. As applicable, the assurance in OMB Standard Form 424B (Assurances for Non-
Construction Programs), relating to legal authority to apply for assistance; access to 
records; conflict of interest; merit systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act provisions; 
labor standards; flood insurance; environmental standards; wild and scenic river 
systems; historic preservation; protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-
based paint; Single Audit Act; and general agreement to comply with all Federal laws, 
executive orders and regulations. 

 
C. Certifications 

The State Educational Agency is providing the following certifications: 

Yes  

� 

1. The State certifies that ED Form 80-0013, Certification Regarding Lobbying, is on file 
with the Secretary of Education. 

With respect to the Certification Regarding Lobbying, the State recertifies that no 
Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing 
or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, 
an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in 
connection with the making or renewal of Federal grants under this program; that the 
State shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report 
Lobbying," when required (34 CFR Part 82, Appendix B); and that the State Agency 
shall require the full certification, as set forth in 34 CFR Part 82, Appendix A, in the 
award documents for all sub awards at all tiers. 

� 

2. The State certifies that certifications in the Education Department General 
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) at 34 CFR §80.11 relating to State eligibility, 
authority and approval to submit and carry out the provisions of its State application, 
and consistency of that application with State law are in place within the State. 

� 
3. The State certifies that the arrangements to establish responsibility for services 

pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(12)(A); 34 CFR §300.154 are current.  This certification 
must be received prior to the expenditure of any funds reserved by the State under 20 
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U.S.C. 1411(e)(1); 34 CFR §300.171. 

D. Statement 

I certify that the State of Arkansas can make the assurances checked as 'yes' in Section II.A and II.B 
and the certifications required in Section II.C of this application.  These provisions meet the requirements 
of the Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act as found in PL 108-446.  The State will 
operate its Part B program in accordance with all of the required assurances and certifications. 

If any assurances have been checked 'no', I certify that the State will operate throughout the period of this 
grant award consistent with the requirements of the IDEA as found in PL 108-446 and any applicable 
regulations, and will make such changes to existing policies and procedures as are necessary to bring 
those policies and procedures into compliance with the requirements of the IDEA, as amended, as soon 
as possible, and not later than June 30, 2008.  (34 CFR §76.104) 

I, the undersigned authorized official of the 

 Arkansas Department of Education, 

(Name of State and official name of State agency) 

am designated by the Governor of this State to submit this application for FFY 2007 funds under Part B of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

Printed/Typed Name and Title of Authorized Representative of the State: 

Dr. T. Kenneth James, Commissioner of Education 

Signature: 

 

Date: 

January 29, 2007 
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Section III 

Description of Use of Funds Under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act - 20 
U.S.C. 1411(e)(5); 34 CFR §300.171 

Describe how the amount retained by the State educational agency under 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(1) will be 
used to meet the following activities under Part B.  (20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(1)-(3), (6) and (7))  The 
Department annually identifies for States the maximum amounts that a State may retain under Section 
1411(e)(1) and (2).

1
  The dollar amounts listed in the Excel Interactive Spreadsheet by the State for 

administration and for other State activities should add up to less or equal to the dollar amount provided 
to the State by the Department for each of these activities. 

Enter whole dollar amounts (do not enter cents) in appropriate cells on the State’s Excel 
Interactive Worksheet.  The Excel Interactive Spreadsheet must be submitted as part of the State’s 
application. 

FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES UNDER PART B  ENTER DOLLAR AMOUNTS 

For the purpose of administering this part, including 20 U.S.C. 
1411(e)(3), 20 U.S.C. 1419, and the coordination of activities 
under this part with, and providing technical assistance to, other 
programs that provide services to children with disabilities.  (20 

U.S.C. 1411(e)(1)(A); 34 CFR §300.704) 

a. 

$1,838,813 

The administration of Part C of IDEA, if the SEA is the Lead 
Agency for the State under Part C.  (20 U.S.C. 1411 (e)(1)(D); 34 

CFR §300.704)) 

b. 

$0 

A State may use funds the State reserves for administration that 
are the result of inflationary increases described in 20 U.S.C. 
1411(e)(1)(B) for the following activities:  (20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(6); 

34 CFR §300.704) 

 

 

For support and direct services, including technical assistance, 
personnel preparation, and professional development and 
training. 

c. 
$0 

To assist local educational agencies in providing positive 
behavioral interventions and supports and appropriate mental 
health services for children with disabilities. 

d. 
$0 

To assist local educational agencies in meeting personnel 
shortages. 

e. 
$0 

To support capacity building activities and improve the delivery of 
services by local educational agencies to improve results for 
children with disabilities. 

f. 
$0 

Flexibility in Using Funds for Part C  (20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(7); 34 

CFR §300.704) 

 
 

                                                      
1
  Each State may reserve for each fiscal year not more than the maximum amount the State was eligible to reserve for State 

administration under this section for fiscal year 2004 or $800,000 (adjusted in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(1)(B)), whichever 
is greater; and each outlying area may reserve for each fiscal year not more than 5 percent of the amount the outlying area receives 
under 20 U.S.C. 1411(b)(1) for the fiscal year or $35,000, whichever is greater. 

For each fiscal year beginning with fiscal year 2005, the Secretary shall cumulatively adjust: 1) the maximum amount the State was 
eligible to reserve for State administration under this part for fiscal year 2004; and 2) $800,000, by the rate of inflation as measured 
by the percentage increase, if any, from the preceding fiscal year in the Consumer Price Index For All Urban Consumers, published 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor. 
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FOR ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES UNDER PART B  ENTER DOLLAR AMOUNTS 

Any State eligible to receive a grant under 20 U.S.C. 1419 may 
use funds made available under 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(1)(A); 34 

CFR §300.704, 20 U.S.C. 1411(f)(3), or 20 U.S.C. 1419(f)(5); 34 

CFR §300.705 to develop and implement a State policy jointly 
with the lead agency under Part C and the State educational 
agency to provide early intervention services (which shall include 
an educational component that promotes school readiness and 
incorporates preliteracy, language, and numeracy skills) in 
accordance with Part C to children with disabilities who are 
eligible for services under 20 U.S.C. 1419 and who previously 
received services under Part C until such children enter, or are 
eligible under State law to enter, kindergarten, or elementary 
school as appropriate. 

g. 

$0 

Establishment of High Cost Fund  (20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(3)(B)(i); 

34 CFR §300.704) 

  

 

FOR OTHER STATE-LEVEL ACTIVITIES  ENTER DOLLAR AMOUNTS 

Required Activities 

Funds reserved under 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(2)(A); 34 CFR 

§300.704 shall be used to carry out the following activities: 

  

For monitoring, enforcement, and complaint investigation. h. $1,606,038 

To establish and implement the mediation process required by 

20 U.S.C. 1415(e); 34 CFR §300.704, including providing for the 
cost of mediators and support personnel. 

i. 

$100,000 

Authorized Activities 

Funds reserved under 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(2)(A); 34 CFR 

§300.704 may be used to carry out the following activities: 

 

 

For support and direct services, including technical assistance, 
personnel preparation, and professional development and 
training. 

j. 
$4,000,000 

To assist local educational agencies in providing positive 
behavioral interventions and supports and appropriate mental 
health services for children with disabilities. 

k. 
$1,000,000 

To assist local educational agencies in meeting personnel 
shortages. 

l. 
$0 

To support capacity building activities and improve the delivery of 
services by local educational agencies to improve results for 
children with disabilities. 

m. 
$1,000,000 

To support paperwork reduction activities, including expanding 
the use of technology in the IEP process. 

n. 
$0 

To improve the use of technology in the classroom by children 
with disabilities to enhance learning. 

o. 
$300,000 

To support the use of technology, including technology with 
universal design principles and assistive technology devices, to 

p. $0 
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FOR OTHER STATE-LEVEL ACTIVITIES  ENTER DOLLAR AMOUNTS 

maximize accessibility to the general education curriculum for 
children with disabilities. 

Development and implementation of transition programs, 
including coordination of services with agencies involved in 
supporting the transition of children with disabilities to 
postsecondary activities. 

q. 

$500,000 

Alternative programming for children with disabilities who have 
been expelled from school, and services for children with 
disabilities in correctional facilities, children enrolled in State-
operated or State-supported schools, and children with 
disabilities in charter schools. 

r. 

$250,000 

To support the development and provision of appropriate 
accommodations for children with disabilities, or the development 
and provision of alternate assessments that are valid and reliable 
for assessing the performance of children with disabilities, in 
accordance with Sections 1111(b) and 6111 of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965. 

s. 

$100,000 

To provide technical assistance to schools and local educational 
agencies, and direct services, including supplemental 
educational services as defined in Section 1116(e) of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to children 
with disabilities, in schools or local educational agencies 
identified for improvement under Section 1116 of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 on the sole basis of the 
assessment results of the disaggregated subgroup of children 
with disabilities, including providing professional development to 
special and regular education teachers, who teach children with 
disabilities, based on scientifically based research to improve 
educational instruction, in order to improve academic 
achievement to meet or exceed the objectives established by the 
State under Section 1111(b)(2)(G) the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965. 

t. 

$450,000 

Local Educational Agency Risk Pool  (20 U.S.C. 
1411(e)(3)(A)):  For the purpose of assisting local educational 
agencies (including a charter school that is a local educational 
agency or a consortium of local educational agencies) in 
addressing the needs of high need children with disabilities, each 
State shall have the option to reserve for each fiscal year 10 
percent of the amount of funds the State reserves for State-level 

activities under 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(2)(A); 34 CFR §300.704. 

 

 

To establish and make disbursements from the high cost fund to 
local educational agencies in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 
1411(e)(3) during the first and succeeding fiscal years of the high 
cost fund; and 

u. 

$0 

To support innovative and effective ways of cost sharing by the 
State, by a local educational agency, or among a consortium of 
local educational agencies, as determined by the State in 
coordination with representatives from local educational 
agencies, subject to 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(3)(B)(ii) [Amount may not 
be more than 5% of the amount reserved for the LEA Risk Pool.]. 

v. 

$0 
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FOR OTHER STATE-LEVEL ACTIVITIES  ENTER DOLLAR AMOUNTS 

Establishment of High Cost Fund  (20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(3)(B)(i); 

34 CFR §300.704) 

 
 

A State shall not use any of the funds the State reserves 

pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(3)(A)(i); 34 CFR §300.704, but 
may use the funds the State reserves under 20 U.S.C. 

1411(e)(1); 34 CFR §300.704, to establish and support the high 
cost fund. 

 

 

 

Describe the process used to get input from LEAs regarding the distribution of amounts among activities 

described in the above charts to meet State priorities.  (20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(5)(B); 34 CFR §300.704) 

 

The SEA seeks input and information from LEAs through a variety of means, including 
surveys, monitoring visits, reports, meeting and conferences, and LEA membership on SEA 
committees and workgroups. 
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Section IV 

State Administration 

Section 608(a) of the IDEA requires each State that receives funds under this title to: 

(1) ensure that any State rules, regulations, and policies relating to this title conform to the 
purposes of this title; 

(2) identify in writing to local educational agencies located in the State and the Secretary any such 
rule, regulation, or policy as a State-imposed requirement that is not required by this title and 
Federal regulations; and 

(3) minimize the number of rules, regulations, and policies to which the local educational agencies 
and schools located in the State are subject under this title. 

States must attach to this application a list identifying any rule, regulation, or policy that is State-imposed 
(not required by IDEA or Federal regulations).  If there are no such State-imposed rules, regulations, or 
policies, please so indicate.  In addition, the State is required to inform local education agencies in writing 

of such State-imposed rules, regulation or policy.  (20 U.S.C. 1407(a); 34 CFR §300.199) 
 

Not applicable 
 



 1 

 

 

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

GUIDELINES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT, 

REVIEW AND REVISION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT STUDENT 

DISCIPLINE AND SCHOOL SAFETY POLICIES 

 

1.00 Title 

 

1.01     These guidelines shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education  

guidelines for the Development, Review and Revision of School District student 

discipline and School Safety Policies. 

 

2.00 Authority 

 

2.01 These guidelines are authorized pursuant to the Department of Education’s 

authority under Ark. Code Ann 6-18-502 (Repl. 1993). 

 

3.00 Purpose 

 

3.01  These guidelines are designed to assist local school districts with the                             

development, review and revision of student discipline and school safety 

policies. 

 

4.00 Development, Review and Revision of Policies 

 

4.01 All school districts should complete the initial development of school district 

student discipline and school safety policies consistent with legal guidelines set 

forth in these regulations during the 1995-96 school year. 

 

4.01.01 Districts may elect to have a single policy encompassing all 

organizational levels or may develop separate policies for each 

organizational level. 

 

4.02 All school districts shall include in the above referenced policies, a procedure 

for annually reviewing the policies to ensure that they are consistent with state 

and federal law, developing case law and Department of Education guidelines. 

 

4.03 All school districts shall include in the above referenced policies a procedure by 

which parents, teachers or students may request and receive a hearing to 

consider revision of the policies or particular provisions of the policies 

 

5.00 Persons Participating In Policy Development, Review and Revision 

 

5.01 Parents, teachers, students, school district administrative personnel, community 

representatives, and at least one school counselor shall be involved initial 

development and an annual review and revision of school district student 

discipline and school safety policies. 
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  5.01.01  The development team shall be equitably balanced by race, gender,           

social economic level and shall be sufficient number to provide 

broad representation within the district. 

  5.01.02 Districts may elect to have separate policies for different                                   

organizational levels and may have development teams for each                                   

level or may use one team for all levels. 

 

6.00 Policy Content 

 

 6.01   Student discipline and school safety policies shall include provisions, which            

cover required areas of Arkansas Code Annotated 6-18-502 while other areas 

shall be optional with the local school district. All policies shall include 

provisions, which cover the required areas in a form consistent with legal 

commentary. If optional issues are included in the district’s policies, they shall 

be in a form consistent with the legal commentary.   However, a school district 

may change its policy if new laws or new case law dictate such a                    

change. 

  

 6.02 Required Areas: Students discipline policies shall include, but are not limited to 

Ark. Code Ann. 6-18-502 

 

6.02.01 Willfully and intentionally assaulting or threatening to assault or 

abuse any teacher, principal, superintendent, or other employee of 

a school system; 

 

6.02.02 Possession by students of any firearm or other weapon prohibited 

upon the school campus by law or by policies adopted by the 

school board. 

        

      COMMENTARY: Act 567 of 1995 requires expulsion for a period of not less 

than one year for possession of any firearm or other weapon prohibited upon the 

school campus by law; however, the superintendent shall have discretion to 

modify such expulsion requirement for a student on a case-case-basis. 

 

  6.02.03 Using offering for sale, or selling beer, alcoholic beverages, or 

other illicit drugs by students on school property; 

                                

             COMMENTARY: Recipients of federal grant funds distributed through the 

Arkansas Department of Education must ensure a drug free workplace. District 

policies should be consistent with this guarantee.  

   

  6.02.04 Possession by a student of any paging device, beeper, or similar 

Electronic communication device on the school campus; however, 

The policy may provide an exemption for possession of such a 

device by a student who is required to use such a device for health 

or other compelling reasons; 

     

   COMMENTARY: Ark. Code Ann. 6-18-502 (b) (2) (D) (Repl.1993) prohibits 

the possession by students of pagers or beepers on school campuses except 

when they are required for health or another compelling reason. 
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6.02.05 Willfully or intentionally damaging, destroying, or stealing of 

school property by students. 

 

6.02.06 The school discipline policies shall: Prescribe minimum and 

maximum penalties, including students’ suspension or dismissal 

from school, for violations of each of the aforementioned offenses 

and for violations of other practices prohibited by school discipline 

policies. 

 

     COMMENTARY: Notice in writing of the district’s discipline policies, 

specific enough to put students on notice of proscribed behavior, is a necessary 

component of due process. Failure to adequately provide notice may render a 

policy unenforceable in a specific instance. 

 

6.02.07 The school discipline policies shall establish procedures for notice 

to students and parents of charges, hearings, and other due process 

proceedings to be applicable in the enforcement and administration 

of such policies by the school administrator and by the school 

board. 

 

  COMMENTARY: Due process is at a minimum, (1) notice of charge; (2) 

opportunity for denial; (3) evidence against him/her (if denies) (4) opportunity to 

tell his/her side; (5) decision, and timely notice and an opportunity for a fair 

hearing. The degree of due process required is directly proportional to the degree 

of loss to the student. Any penalty which effectively denies a student’s education 

will require the greatest degree of due process. This means notice in writing at a 

time sufficient for the student to prepare for a full hearing before the local school 

board. 

 

6.02.08 The school discipline policies shall include prevention, 

Intervention and conflict resolution provisions. 

 

6.02.09 Student discipline policies shall provide that parents and students 

will be advised of the rules and regulations by which the school is 

governed and will be made aware of the behavior that will call for 

disciplinary action and types of corrective actions that may be 

imposed. 

 

6.02.10 Each school district shall develop a procedure for written 

notification to all parents and students of the district’s student 

discipline policies and documentation of the receipt of the policies 

by all parents and students.  

 

6.02.11 Teachers and administrators shall be provided with training as 

needed in classroom management and in other skills relevant to 

student discipline. 
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6.02.12 District’s policy regarding student attendance, required by Ark. 

Code Ann. 6-18-209 and 6-18-222 (Repl.1993), as amended by 

Act 572 of 1995. 

 

 COMMENTARY: Each school district’s attendance policy must state a certain 

number of unexcused absences, which the district considers excessive. Excessive 

absences may be used as a basis for denial of course credit, promotion or 

graduation by law although the Department of Education does not recommend 

this and urges districts to devise ways in which students can regain credits lost 

through nonattendance. Excessive absences may not be used as a basis for 

expulsion or dismissal of a student. State law requires that students who miss 

school because of illness, accident, or other unavoidable reasons should be given 

assistance in obtaining credit for their courses. Ark. Code Ann. 6-18-222 (Repl. 

1993), as amended by Act 572 of 1995. 

 

 Districts should ensure that any student who a run afoul of the district’s 

attendance policy because of illness or health problems has been evaluated Under 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1974. 

 

 All children, ages 5 through 17 on October 1, must attend school unless an 

appropriate exception applies under Ark. Code Ann. 6-18-201 (Repl. 1993).  All 

children admitted to the public schools must show proof of age by either a birth 

certificate, a statement by the local registrar or a county recorder certifying the 

child’s date of birth, an attested baptismal certificate, a passport, an affidavit of 

the date and place of birth by the child’s parent or guardian or previous school 

records.  Each Child shall either furnish his social security number or request the 

district to assign him a nine digit number.  Ark. Code Ann.6-18-208 (Repl. 1993). 

 

 Prior to a child’s admission to an Arkansas public school, the parent, guardian, or 

other responsible person shall indicate on school registration forms whether the 

child has been expelled from school  in any other school district or is a party to an 

expulsion proceeding.  Ark. Code Ann. 6-18-208 (Repl. 1993), as amended by 

Act 574 of 1995. 

 

 A copy of the school district’s attendance policy should be provided to the 

student’s parents, guardians or persons in loco parentis at the beginning of the 

school year.  Ark.  Code Ann. 6-18-222. 

 

 Whenever a student exceeds the number unexcused absences provided for in the 

district’s attendance policy, the district shall notify the prosecuting authority.  Ark 

Code Ann. 6-18-222. 

 

 Each local school district must notify the Department of Finance and 

Administration whenever a student 14 years or older is no longer in school.  Ark. 

Code Ann. 65-18-222, as amended by Act 572 of 1995. 

 

6.02.13 Crisis Intervention Plans 

 

 COMMENTARY:  School districts should formulate crisis intervention plans for 

the following situations:  fire, tornado, earthquake, death, suicide, and intruder(s) 
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on the school campus.  These plans should name a coordinator, consider 

demographics and designate a response team. 

 

 

6.02.14 Distribution of Literature 

 

 Each school board shall adopt rules and regulations in the form of a written 

student publications policy developed in conjunction with the student publication 

advisor (s) and the appropriate school administrator (s), which shall include 

reasonable provision for the time, place, and manner of distributing student 

publications. 

 

 COMMENTARY:  Act 1109 of 1995 allows students to exercise their right of 

expression within the district’s regulations regardless of whether such 

publications are supported financially by the school or by use of school facilities 

or are produced in conjunction with a class.  However, the following publications 

are not authorized: 

 

(1) publications that are obscene as to minors, as defined by state law; 

 

(2) publications that are libelous or slanderous, as defined by state law; 

 

(3) publications that constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy, as defined 

by state law, 

 

(4) publications that so incite students as to create a clear and present danger 

of the commission of unlawful acts on school premises or the violations of 

lawful school regulations or the material and substantial disruption  of the 

orderly operation of the school. 

 

 

Publications that are a product of the school curriculum should have printed in the 

published material a statement like: “This publication is published as a part of the 

curriculum and is a non-public forum under the supervision of the District Board 

of Directors.” 

 

6.03 Optional Areas 

 

 6.03.01 Appearance and Dress Code 

 

  COMMENTARY:  Districts may adopt rules regarding personal appearance and 

grooming if they are required to prevent disruption or interference in the 

educational process and if such rules do not reflect mere taste or fashion.  See 

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Comm, School Dist. 393 U.S. 503 (1969)  

  

6.03.02 School Organizations 

 

 COMMENTARY:  No state or federal law prohibits student organizations at the 

elementary or secondary level.  Students have the right to join an existing club 
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and should not be restricted from membership on the basis of race, sex, national 

origin or other arbitrary criteria. 

 

 School fraternities and secret societies are banned in Arkansas public schools.  

See Ark. Code Ann. 6-18-603 (Repl. 1993).  (This could be a good “gang” related 

policy.) 

 

 

6.03.03 Search and Seizure 

 

 COMMENTARY:  School personnel may legally search lockers, automobiles, 

and students using the following guidelines. 

  

A. Student Lockers:  School policy on the search of student lockers by school 

personnel should be set within the following legal framework: 

 

1. A search shall be conducted upon receipt of information that the 

search would produce evidence indicating the student has violated the 

law or school rules. 

 

2. Students should be informed at the beginning of school each year 

school authorities have equal access to lockers and may inspect them 

at any time. 

 

B. Personal Search 

 

 A search of a student’s person should be limited to a situation in which the 

administration has reasonable suspicion that the search would produce 

evidence indicating that the student has violated the law or school rules. 

 

 School districts are encouraged to develop written guidelines indicating 

how personal searches of students will be conducted.  These written 

guidelines should be given to students and parents prior to each school 

year.  The following minimum guidelines should be incorporated into a 

district’s search policy: 

 

1. An adult witness should be present when a personal search is 

conducted. 

 

2. A pat down search of a student’s person should be done by a school 

official of the same sex. 

 

3. A search must be based on a reasonable suspicion that the student has 

violated the law or school rules, and the scope of the search must be 

“reasonably related to the objective of the search and not excessively 

intrusive in light of the age and sex of the student and the nature of the 

infraction.” New Jersey v. T.L.O. 469 U. S. 325, 342 (1985) 

 

 

C. Automobiles 
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1. Warrantless searches of student automobiles by school personnel are 

generally valid if there is reasonable suspicion that the search would 

produce evidence indicating the student has violated the law or school 

rules. 

     

 

D. Sniff Dogs 

 

1. No Arkansas case has been litigated in federal district court, the Eight 

Circuit Court of Appeals, or United States Supreme Court on “sniff 

dog” searches. 

 

2. “Sniffing” by trained dogs in public hallways or autos in public lots is 

not a search.  (The Fourth Amendment requirements do not apply.) 

 

3. “Sniffing” of a student’s person is a search and the legality of such 

sniffing can only be defended if there is reasonable suspicion that the 

search will produce evidence that the student is violating the law or 

school rules. 

 

E. The school district may elect to use a metal detector at the entrance of all 

schools. 

 

6.03.04        Student Conduct 

 

 COMMENTARY:  School districts have broad authority to control student 

conduct and adopt all rules reasonably necessary to maintain proper discipline 

among their students. Each district should define both permissible and 

impermissible conduct and describe appropriate punishment for impermissible 

conduct.  These definitions should be distributed to district personnel, students 

and parents at the beginning of the school year. 

 

6.04 Administrative Responses 

 

Each school district should clearly define all possible administrative responses to impermissible 

student behavior.  In drafting these guidelines, districts should remember that every student is 

entitled to due process in every instance of response.  However, the amount of due process to 

which the student is entitled is directly proportional to the nature of the student’s right, which is 

affected.  The following categories represent disciplinary actions by the administration for which 

a student is entitled to due process and, roughly speaking, what kind of due process is required. 

 

A. Corporal Punishment:  Any teacher or school administrator in a school district that 

authorizes use of corporal punishment in the district’s written student discipline policy 

may use corporal punishment in the presence of an administrator or his designee, 

provided only that the punishment is administered in accord with the district’s written 

student discipline policy, against any pupil in order to maintain discipline and order 

within the public schools. 
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See Ark. Code Ann. 6-18-503 (Repl. 1993), as amended by Act 333 of 1995. The 

following guidelines are recommended: 

 

1. Before corporal punishment is administered, the student should be advised of 

the rule and infraction for which the student may be punished.  The student 

should be allowed time to respond, and then the school administrator should 

take the action it deems is most appropriate.  A formal hearing is not required 

prior to administering corporal punishment. 

 

2. Parents may choose an option whether their child is given corporal punishment. 

 

B. Suspension:  Schools may suspend students from school.  A suspension is defined as 

dismissing the student from school for any time period not exceeding 10 days.  For a 

suspension, the United States Supreme Court in Goss v. Lopez required that a student be 

accorded the minimum due process requirements under the United States Constitution.  

Districts should only use suspension and/or expulsion from school when all other 

alternatives fail.  Districts should afford suspended students the following rights: 

 

1. Prior to any suspension, the school principal or his/her designee, shall advise the 

student in question of the particular misconduct of which he/she is accused, as 

well as the basic for the accusation. 

 

2. The pupil shall be given an opportunity at that time to explain his/her version of 

the facts to the school principal or his/her designee. 

 

3. Written notice of suspension and the reason(s) for the suspension shall be given 

to the pupil. 

 

4. Any parent, legal guardian, or person acting as a parent shall have the right to 

appeal to the superintendent or his/her designee. 

 

 

C. Expulsion: School districts may expel students from school using the following 

guidelines. An expulsion is defined as dismissing the student from school for the 

remainder of the current semester or for one year where the infraction involves a weapon.  

Expulsion should only be used in those instances in which serious bodily harm occurred 

or reasonably could have occurred to another person or where the student possesses drugs 

or weapons.  Expulsion should only be used in rare cases.  Prior to expulsion, the 

following must occur: 

 

1. The student should immediately be advised of the particular conduct in 

question. 

 

2. The district should immediately notify in writing the student’s parents, legal 

guardian or person acting as a parent and state the charges against the student 

and the district’s intended action. 

 

3. The district shall hold a full evidentiary hearing before the school board to 

consider whether or not the student should be expelled. 
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4. At the hearing, the student may represent himself/herself or he/she may select a 

representative. 

 

5. The student/representative may hear all testimony, and the student and /or 

representative may cross-examine all witnesses. 

 

6. The student/representative is entitled to offer evidence in his/her favor. 

 

D. Discipline for Eligible Students with Disabilities Under the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Improvement Act (IDEA),  Public Law (PL) 94-142 105-17 and implementing 

regulations found at 34 Code of Federal Regulations Part 300 

 

1. Students with disabilities who engage in misconduct are subject to normal 

school disciplinary rules and procedures so long as such treatment does not 

abridge the right to a free appropriate public education (FAPE). 

 

2. For students whose disabilities have behavioral aspects, preventive measures, 

such as behavioral management intervention plans, should be considered and 

can be facilitated through the individualized education program (IEP) and 

placement processes required by IDEA. While there is no requirement that such 

measures be specified in a student's IEP, the IEP committee for a student with 

identified disabilities could determine that it would be appropriate to address the 

use of specific behavioral management discipline procedures in individual 

situation involving that student and include them in the IEP. In the case of a 

child whose behavior impedes the child's learning or that of others, consider the 

use of positive behavioral interventions and supports, and other strategies, to 

address that behavior. 

 

3. Where a child with a disability who violates a code of student conduct is 

removed by school personnel from his or her current placement or an 

appropriate interim alternative education setting, another setting, or suspension 

in school discipline or short term suspension for ten (10) consecutive school 

days or less, to the extent those alternatives are applied to children without 

disabilities, is involved a school may remove a student with disabilities for a 

disciplinary infraction without it being considered a no change of placement is 

considered to have occurred, and IDEA's parent-notification provisions would 

not apply, Also, there is no requirement for a prior determination of whether the 

student's misconduct was a manifestation of the student's disability. Schools 

may remove any student with disabilities for disciplinary infraction for up to 10 

school days per offense. During a period of short-term exclusion, schools are 

not required to provide any educational services to the student. 

  

 Schools may remove any student with disabilities for a disciplinary 

 infraction for up to ten (10) school days per offense during the same school year 

 as long as those removals do not constitute a change of placement. During a 

 period of short-term exclusion, schools are not required to provide any 

 educational services to the student until such time as the student has been 

 suspended or removed for a total of more than ten (10) school days in the same  

 school year. 
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 A district is only required to provide services during periods of removal to a 

 child with a disability who has been removed from his or her current placement 

 for ten (10) school days or less in that school year, if it provides services to a 

 child without disabilities who is similarly removed in accordance with 

 provisions of the IDEA. 

 

 4.    School personnel may consider any unique circumstances on a case-by-case 

     basis when determining whether a change in placement, consistent with other  

     discipline requirements is appropriate for a child with a disability who violates a 

                code of student conduct. 

 

4. 5.  For a student with disabilities, an exclusion from school for more than 10 

consecutive school days (long-term exclusion) constitutes a change in 

placement  and is subject to procedural safeguards.  IDEA requires, among 

other things, that  parents be given written notice before a change in 

placement can be implemented.  Within ten (10) school days of any decision 

to change the placement of a child  with a disability because of a violation of a 

code of student conduct, it must be  determined:  

  

(i)  If the conduct in question was caused by, or had a direct 

and substantial relationship to the child's disability; or 

   (ii)  If the conduct in question was the direct result of the District's 

          failure to implement the IEP. 

 

 The conduct must be determined to be a manifestation of the child's disability if 

 the district, parent and relevant members of the child's IEP Team determine the 

 condition described above was met. If so, the district must take immediate steps 

 to remedy those deficiencies. If the district, the parent and relevant members of 

 the IEP Team make the determination that the conduct was a manifestation of 

 the child's disability, the IEP Team must either conduct a functional behavioral 

 assessment, and implement a behavioral intervention plan for the child; or if a 

 behavioral intervention plan has already been developed, review the behavioral

 intervention plan, and modify it in accordance with the provisions of the IDEA. 

  

5. 6. A series of short-term suspensions totaling more than ten (10) school days in the 

same school year could constitute a change in placement.  Factors such as the 

length of each suspension, the total amount of time that the student is excluded 

from school, and the proximity of the suspensions to each other, and whether 

the child's behavior  is substantially similar to the child's behavior in previous 

incidents that resulted in the series  of removals should be considered in 

determining whether the student has been excluded  from school to such an 

extent that there has been a change in placement.  This determination must be 

made on a case-by-case basis. 

 

6. 7. For a student with disabilities, a suspension or other disciplinary removal for 

more than 10 consecutive school days may not be considered without the school 

district first determining whether the student’s misconduct was a manifestation 

of the student’s disability or due to an inappropriate placement direct failure to 

implement the student's IEP.  This determination must be made by a group of 
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persons knowledgeable about the student (such as his/her IEP committee), and 

may not be made unilaterally by one individual. 

 

a. (i) If the student’s misconduct WAS NOT caused by, or did not have a 

direct and substantial relationship to the child's disability nor was the 

direct result of the district's failure to implement the IEP, a manifestation 

of his/her disability or an inappropriate placement, the school district 

may expel or suspend the student from school for more than ten school 

days, in the same manner and for the same duration as the procedures 

would be applied to children without disabilities, subject to conditions 

set forth in the procedural safeguards of IDEA. 

  

b.(ii) If the student’s misconduct WAS a manifestation of his/her disability or 

was the direct result of the district's failure to implement the IEP an 

inappropriate placement, the student may not be expelled or suspended 

from school for more than ten school days for the misconduct.  

However, other procedures may be used to address the student’s 

misconduct. A change in placement, if determined appropriate, could be 

implemented subject to applicable procedural safeguards.  The school 

district would also have the option of suspending the student from 

school for ten days or less, or seeking a court order at any time to 

remove the student from school or to change the student’s placement if it 

believes that maintaining the student in the current placement is 

substantially likely to result in injury to the student or to others. 

 

7. 8. If the suspension or other disciplinary removal of the student is for more than 10 

school days, within the first 10 days of suspension the district should must 

convene the student’s IEP committee to review: (1) the relationship between the 

student’s disability and the student’s misconduct; (2) the relationship between 

the student’s educational placement IEP and the misconduct; and (3) the 

student’s IEP and determine whether implementation of a behavioral 

intervention management plan and/or a change in the educational placement of 

the student is appropriate.  The district should seek to obtain parental agreement 

to a change in the student’s IEP and/or educational placement.  The student’s 

parents must be provided with written prior notice a reasonable time before the 

school implements any changes in the student’s IEP and corresponding 

placement, including their right to a due process hearing. 

 

8. 9. If the student’s parents request a due process hearing on the proposal to change 

the student’s IEP or placement or the manifestation determination, the school 

district may seek to persuade the parents to agree to an interim placement for 

the student while expedited due process proceedings are pending. If the district 

believes that maintaining the current placement of the child is substantially 

likely to result in injury to the child or others, the district may appeal the 

decision of the IEP team by requesting an expedited hearing in accordance with 

provisions of the IDEA.  If the school district and parents cannot agree on an 

interim placement for the student while the due process hearing is pending, and 

the school district believes that maintaining the student in the current 

educational placement is substantially likely to result in injury to the student or 
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to others, the school district could seek a court order to remove the student from 

school. 

 

9. 10. If a student’s parents initiate an impartial due process hearing in connection 

with a proposed disciplinary exclusion or other change in placement, and the 

misconduct does not involve the bringing of a firearm to school, the “pendency” 

or “stay put” provision of IDEA requires that the student must remain in his or 

her current educational placement until the completion of all proceedings.  If the 

parents and school district can agree on an interim placement, the student would 

be entitled to remain in that placement until the completion of all proceedings. 

 

10. 11. For a student not previously identified by the school district as a student 

potentially in need of special education, a parental request for evaluation or a 

request for a due process hearing or other appeal AFTER disciplinary 

suspension or expulsion has commenced DOES NOT obligate the school 

district to reinstate the student’s prior in-school status.  This is because in 

accordance with the “stay-put” provision of IDEA, the student’s “then current 

placement” is the out-of-school place.  After the disciplinary sanction is 

completed, if the resolution of the due process hearing is still pending, the 

student must be returned to school as would a nondisabled student in similar 

circumstances. 

 

COMMENTARY:  It should be noted that, pending the resolution of the due process 

hearing or other appeal, a court could enjoin the suspension or expulsion and direct the 

school district to reinstate the student if the court determines that the school district knew 

or reasonably should have known that the student is a student in need of special 

education. 

 

11. 12. A school district may seek a court order at any time to remove any student with 

disabilities from school or to change the student’s current educational placement 

if the school district believes that maintaining the student in the current 

educational placement is substantially likely to result in injury to the student or 

to others.   See the commentary, which follows for an additional requirement for 

Arkansas schools as a result of case law. 

 

 COMMENTARY:  The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, which includes 

Arkansas, held in the case of Light v. Parkway C-2 School District, 41 F.3d 1223 (8
th

 Cir. 

1994) that in addition to showing that a student is substantially likely to cause injury, the 

school district must show that is has made reasonable efforts to accommodate the 

student’s disabilities so as to minimize the likelihood that the student will injure him or 

herself or others. 

 

12. 13. Under IDEA, school districts must ensure that FAPE is made available when a 

student is suspended for more than ten school days or expelled for misconduct 

that was not a manifestation of his/her disability therefore, educational services 

must continue for these students during periods of disciplinary removal that 

exceed 10 school days.  

 

COMMENTARY:  IDEA does not specify the particular setting in which continued 

educational services must be provided to these students.  During the period of 
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disciplinary exclusion from school, each disabled student must continue to be offered a 

program of appropriate educational services that is individually designed to meet his/her 

unique learning needs.  Such services may be provided in the home, in an alternative 

school, or in another setting. 

 

Special Provisions of IDEA applicable to students with disabilities who bring a “weapon” to 

school as defined in federal and state statutes [The Gun-Free Schools Act (GFSA), enacted as 

Title XIV (Part F) of Title I of the Improving America’s Schools Act, and Arkansas Act 567 of 

1995 (Arkansas Code Annotated 6-15-502)] 

 

 COMMENTARY:  The Gun-Free Schools Act (GFSA) applies to students with 

disabilities.  However, this Act must be implemented consistent with IDEA and 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Federal statutes define “weapon” to 

mean “firearm.”  State statute addresses possession by students of any “firearm or other 

weapon” prohibited upon the school campus by law or by policies adopted by the school 

board.  Consistent with the requirements of the GFSA, Arkansas Act 567 of 1995 

(Arkansas Code Annotated 6-15-502) requires that local educational agencies (school 

districts) expel from school for not less than one year a student who brings a weapon to 

school, except that the local educational agency’s chief administering officer may modify 

the expulsion requirement for a student on a case-by-case basis.  Compliance with the 

GFSA can be achieved consistent with the requirements that apply to students with 

disabilities as long as the discipline of such students is determined on a case-by-case 

basis in accordance with IDEA and Section 504. 

 

1. Under the IDEA, a student with a disability who has brought a weapon to school 

may be immediately removed from school or subjected to in-school discipline 

that removes the student from the current placement for 10 school days or less.  

This action may be taken by the appropriately authorized school administrator. 

school personnel may remove a student to an interim alternative educational 

setting for not more than forty-five (45) school days without regard to whether 

the behavior is determined to be a manifestation of the child's disability, if the 

child-- 

   

  (i)  carries a weapon to or possesses a weapon at school, on school 

   premises, or to or at a school function under the jurisdiction of the 

   district or the Arkansas Department of Education; 

  (ii)  knowingly possesses or uses illegal drugs, or sells or solicits the  

   sale of a controlled substance, while at school, on school premises, 

   or at a school function under the jurisdiction of the district or the  

   Arkansas Department of Education; or 

  (iii)  has inflicted serious bodily injury upon another person while at  

   school, on school premises, or at a school function under the  

   jurisdiction of the district or the Arkansas Department of   

   Education. 

 

2. The student’s educational placement cannot be changed beyond the 10 school 

days until the student’s IEP committee as been convened.  As with any meeting 

of the IEP committee, the parent must be an invited participant. On the date on 

which the decision is made to make a removal that constitutes a change of 

placement of a child with a disability because of a violation of a code of student 
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conduct, the LEA must notify the parents of that decision, and provide the 

parents with a procedural safeguards notice under the IDEA. Even before 

determining whether the behavior of bringing a weapon to school was a 

manifestation of the student’s disability, The school district may place the 

student in an interim alternative educational placement that the committee 

believes would be appropriate for the student.  Such an alternative educational 

placement could then be implemented for up to 45 calendar school days.  If 

either the student’s parents or the district initiate an expedited due process 

hearing, and if the parties cannot agree on another placement, the student must 

remain in the interim alternative educational placement during authorized 

review proceedings or until the time period specified, whichever occurs first.  In 

this situation, the student could remain in the interim alternative educational 

setting for more than 45 calendar days. 

 

3. IDEA and Section 504 requires a determination by a group of persons 

knowledgeable about the student, (the IEP committee in the case of an IDEA 

student), on whether the bringing of the weapon to school was a manifestation 

of the student’s disability.  Under IDEA and Section 504, a student with a 

disability may be expelled only if this group of persons determines that the 

bringing of a weapon to school was not a manifestation of the student’s 

disability, and after applicable procedural safeguards have been followed. 

 

4. All of the procedural safeguards and other protections of IDEA and Section 504 

must be followed.  Once it is determined by an appropriate group of persons that 

the student’s bringing of a weapon to school was not a manifestation of the 

student’s disability, the school district’s chief administering officer may 

exercise his/her decision-making authority under the GFSA in the same manner 

as with nondisabled students in similar circumstances.  However, for students 

with disabilities identified under IDEA who are expelled in accordance 

with the expulsion provisions of GFSA, educational services must continue 

during the expulsion period.  Nothing in the GFSA may be construed to 

prevent a State from allowing a school district that has expelled a student with 

disabilities from the regular educational program/setting from providing 

educational services to that student in an alternative educational setting. 

 

5. If it is determined by the IEP committee (or other knowledgeable group of 

individuals in the case of a Section 504 review) that the student’s behavior of 

bringing a weapon to school was a manifestation of the student’s disability, the 

chief administering officer must exercise his/her authority under the GFSA to 

determine that the student may not be expelled for the behavior.  This is when 

other immediate steps may be taken, including temporary removal. 

 

6. For students with disabilities who are not eligible for services under IDEA, but 

who are covered by Section 504 and are expelled in accordance with the above 

conditions, educational services may be discontinued during the expulsion 

period if nondisabled students in similar circumstances do not receive continued 

educational services. 

 

COMMENTARY:  In summary, a student with a disability who brings a weapon to school may 

be removed from school for 10 school days or less, and placed in an interim alternative 
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educational setting by the IEP committee for up to 45 calendar school days.  However, if the 

parents initiate an expedited due process proceeding, the student must remain in the interim 

alternative placement during these authorized review proceedings – which may exceed 45 

calendar school days – unless the parents and school district can agree on a different placement.  

In addition, school districts may initiate change in placement procedures for such a student, 

subject to the parents’ right to due process.  A school district also could seek a court order if the 

school district believes that the student’s continued presence in the classroom is substantially 

likely to result in injury to the student or to others. 
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 ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

RULES GOVERNING THE ADDITION OF AREAS OF LICENSURE OR 

ENDORSEMENT  
March 13, 2006 

 
 

1.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

 

1.01 These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Rules 

Governing the Addition of Areas of Licensure or Endorsement. 

 

1.02 These rules are enacted pursuant to the authority of the State Board of 

Education under Ark. Code Ann.§§ 6-11-105 and 6-17-402.  
                      
2.00 PURPOSE 

 

2.01  The purpose of these rules is to identify the policies and governing licensure 

that deal with adding area of licensure/endorsement to an existing Arkansas 

license.  

    

3.00 DEFINITIONS – For the purpose of these rules, the following definitions shall apply: 

 

3.01 Additional Licensure Plan (ALP) shall be the recognized process for allowing 

a licensed teacher to be employed in an out-of-field teaching position while 

meeting the program of study competency and assessment requirements for said 

position. 

 

3.02 Approved Performance Based Program of Study refers to a program 

approved by the Arkansas Department of Education and based upon Arkansas 

licensure standards.  The program requires a candidate to demonstrate and 

document competency in the specific knowledge, skills and dispositions for a 

particular licensure area.   

 

3.03    Endorsement refers to teaching or administrative licensure areas, which 

require an initial or standard teaching license, prior to the endorsement being 

added. 

 

3.04  Exception Area refers to the specific areas of licensure, which cannot be issued 

either as an initial license or by testing only. The exception areas include, but 

are not limited to, the following:  Special Education, Counselor, All Other 

Endorsement Areas, Administrative Licenses, Non-Instructional Student 

Services, and Professional & Technical Permits. 

 

3.05 Level and Area of Licensure – Level refers to the grade/age level parameters 

of the teaching license, such as P-4, 4-8, P-8, P-12, 7-12 and PS (post-

secondary).  Area refers to the particular content field, including but not limited 

to, Early Childhood, Middle Childhood Science/Mathematics, Social Studies, 

and Family and Consumer Sciences. 
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3.06 State Board Required Assessments refer to specific performance-based 

assessments approved by the State Board of Education.  

 

 4.00   REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDING AN AREA OF LICENSURE OR 

ENDORSEMENT  

 

4.01 Teachers/administrators shall have a valid Arkansas initial or standard teaching 

license or provisional licensure through reciprocity in order to add an area of 

licensure or endorsement. 

 

4.02   The Additional Licensure Plan (ALP) shall be the recognized process for 

allowing a licensed teacher to be employed in an out-of- field teaching position 

while completing the competency and assessment requirements for the new 

employment position. 

 

4.02.1 Teachers who hold an initial or standard license are eligible to file an ALP 

in order to be employed in an out-of-field assignment.  

4.02.2 Teachers who hold a provisional Arkansas license, which was granted 

through reciprocity as a result of holding a standard out-of-state license, 

are also eligible to file an ALP in order to be employed in an out-of-field 

assignment. 

 

4.03 Teachers working in an out-of-field teaching assignment shall file a completed 

ALP with their school district and with the Office of Professional Licensure 

within thirty (30) days of beginning the out-of-field assignment.  

 

           4.03.1   They  Teachers working under an ALP shall have three (3) years from 

the beginning of the out-of-field assignment to complete all 

competency and assessment requirements for the new employment 

position. 

 

          4.03.2   When a school district has requested a waiver for a teacher being 

employed out-of-area and a program of study is required: 

 

                        4.03.2.1    The teacher shall successfully complete a minimum of six 

(6) hours of coursework towards the program of study 

requirements during each calendar year from the time of the 

assignment in order for the waiver to be approved for the 

following year. (An exception to this requirement would be 

in areas of licensure for which a program of study is not 

offered in the state of Arkansas.) 

  

                        4.03.2.2  The Specialty Area Assessment(s) required to be a “highly 

qualified teacher” in core academic areas shall be completed 

the first year the teacher is employed out-of-area on an 

approved waiver. 
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                        4.03.2.3  A waiver will not be approved for the following year at such 

time that the teacher fails to complete the required coursework 

or testing within the timelines specified above.  

 

4.03.3 When a school district has requested a waiver for a teacher being 

employed out-of-area and the additional area can be added by testing 

out: 

 

4.03.3.1 The teacher shall have successfully completed the content 

knowledge portion(s) of the required specialty area assessment 

(s) required to be highly qualified during the first year 

employed out-of –area on an approved waiver. 

 

4.03.3.2 The remaining part(s) of the specialty area assessment required 

for licensure in the out-of-area assignment shall be successfully 

completed by the end of the third year working under an 

approved waiver. 

 

4.03.3.3 Teachers failing to successfully complete the content 

knowledge portion of the specialty area assessment required to 

be highly qualified during the first year employed out-of-area 

under an approved waiver, shall document a minimum of six 

(6) hours of coursework in the content area. 

 

4.03.3.4 Teachers failing to successfully complete either the required 

assessment to be highly qualified or the six (6) hours of 

coursework in the content area during the first year working 

under an approved waiver shall not be approved to be 

employed out-of-area under the same ALP the following year. 

  

4.04 The requirements contained in an individual’s ALP are subject to any changes 

made by the State Board of Education that would necessitate a change in the 

licensure requirements for that ALP. 

 

4.05 The Office of Professional Licensure shall add a licensure/endorsement area(s) 

to a valid Arkansas initial or standard teaching license upon receiving the 

following: 

4.05.1 An application requesting the licensure/endorsement area(s); 

4.05.2 Documentation that all program of study requirements (including 

Arkansas History when required); and  

4.05.3 Evidence that all State Board required assessments have been 

successfully completed. 

 

4.06  Teachers or administrators seeking to add licensure areas within their level of 

licensure shall successfully complete the State Board required assessment(s). 
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4.06  Teachers or administrators may add an additional teaching licensure area (s) by 

testing out, only when they hold a licensure area at the same level as the area 

being added. 

 

4.06.1 The endorsements areas which are: reading, library media, counselor, 

journalism, grade 5-6 endorsements, English as a Second Language 

(ESL), educational examiner, coaching, gifted and talented and 

administrative areas may only be added by the completion of a program 

of study including the necessary assessment.   

4.06.2 Endorsement areas may not be used as a platform for adding other 

licensure areas by testing out. 

 

4.07 Teachers or administrators seeking to add exception areas shall complete an 

approved performance-based program of study and pass the State Board 

required assessment(s). 

 

4.08 Teachers or administrators seeking to add additional areas of licensure outside 

their level of licensure shall complete an approved performance-based program 

of study and pass the State Board required assessment(s). 

 

4.09 To add an area of licensure or endorsement for which there is not a State Board 

required specialty area assessment, a candidate shall successfully complete an 

approved performance-based program of study and the State Board required 

pedagogical assessment. 

 

4.10   In order to add an area of licensure/endorsement to a license in School 

Psychology Specialist, Speech Pathology, Adult Education or a Professional 

Technical Permit area only, the teacher shall complete a program of study to 

include a practicum/internship and the State Board required specialty area 

assessment(s), pedagogical assessment and basic skill assessments. 

 

4.11 Teachers or administrators adding Early Childhood P-4, Middle Childhood 

Math/Science and Language Arts/Social Studies 4-8 or Secondary Social 

Studies 7-12 to their valid Arkansas initial or standard teaching license shall 

have completed a three-credit-hour course in Arkansas History. 

 

4.12 The Office of Professional Licensure reserves the right to amend and/or rescind 

an additional area of licensure that is issued in error. 

 

4.13   Additional areas/levels of licensure or endorsement shall be added to a valid   

Arkansas initial or standard teaching license upon receiving documentation that 

all requirements have been met and upon receiving an application requesting the 

additional licensure area or endorsement. 

 

4.14   A content area teaching license, as identified in the areas and levels of licensure 

and approved by the State Board of Education, shall be required in order to add 

licensure areas, endorsements or areas of educational administration. 
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PERMAMENT RULES GOVERNING THE REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES 

FOR RENEWING A STANDARD ARKANSAS TEACHING LICENSE 

  

1.00 PURPOSE 

 

         1.01     The purpose of these rules is to establish the requirements and    

         procedures for renewing a standard Arkansas teaching license. 

 

 

2.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

   

        2.01     These rules are promulgated pursuant to the authority of the State  

        Board of Education under Ark. Code Ann. 6-11-105 (Rep1999),      

        25-15-204 (Supp.1999) and Ark. Code Ann. 6-17-402. 

 

3.00 DEFINITIONS- For purposes of this rule the following terms shall  

                                                  be defined as follows: 

 

         3.01   Teaching Experience- That time period of experience gained while 

working in an educational setting as a teacher, 

librarian, counselor, administrator, educational 

consultant, or substitute teacher, etc. 

 

        3.02    Educational Setting-   The employment setting where one is    working as 

a teacher, librarian, counselor, administrator, 

educational consultant, or substitute teacher. This 

may be a public or private school, college/ 

university, educational co-op, Department of  

                                                                        Education, adult education setting, or other  

                                                                        agency or organization that employs     licensed 

teachers in an educational setting. 

 

        3.03   Professional -   A coordinated set of planned, learning  

           Development                activities for teachers that are standards- 

            based and that meet the required Focus 

            Areas For Professional Development and the 

            Approved Professional Development 

            Activities requirements as identified in the  

            Arkansas Department of Education Rules  

            Governing ACTAAP and the Academic  

            Distressed Program (June 14,2004).  Professional 

Development (July 2005). 

 

 

                  3.04   Year of Teaching Experience - A year of teaching experience shall be  

                                                                              a minimum of 120 days per school year  
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                                                                              or calendar year while employed in an  

                                                                              educational setting. 

 

3.05   Immediate                              - The spring and fall semester of the  

                            Previous Year                           current calendar year, (OR) the spring   

                                                 semester of the current calendar year   

                                                 and the prior fall semester. 

 

3.06 College Level                       - Coursework taken from a regionally or  

Coursework                             nationally accredited college/university 

that is in the area of licensure (OR) 

professional education coursework at  

the current level of licensure (OR)  

educational technology/computer  

courses (OR) a combination of the   

above mentioned (OR) coursework taken to add 

additional areas to a current teaching license. 

 

 

                    3.07   Grace Period                       -  That period of time immediately following the 

expiration of a standard teaching license, not to 

exceed one calendar year, to meet general 

renewal requirements without additional 

penalties or assessments. 

 

                    3.08   Teacher                               -  An individual who holds a standard   Arkansas 

teaching license (including expired and current), 

inclusive of   

                                                                              educational administration, standard 

                                                                              teaching areas, approvals, non-instructional 

student services, adult education, added 

endorsements and professional and technical 

licensure areas. 

 

                    3.09   Auto Renewal                      -  The process of renewing the standard teaching 

license for those teachers employed in a public 

school setting, who were teaching the school 

year prior to the expiration of their teaching 

license, and who have cleared at least one 

background check with Arkansas State Police 

and FBI, and who have met the requirements for 

professional development. 
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4.00 GENERAL RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS FOR A STANDARD 

ARKANSAS TEACHING LICENSE AND FOR A LICENSE THAT HAS 

BEEN EXPIRED LESS THAN ONE YEAR. 

 

                          4.01   Teachers holding a current, standard Arkansas teaching license may renew 

that license provided they meet the following general renewal 

requirements. 

   

4.01.1 Teachers not teaching in a public school setting or teachers  

that have not met requirements for the automatic renewal of their 

teaching license shall submit an application for the renewal of their 

teaching license to the Office of Professional Licensure. 

 

4.01.2 At the time of application, the teacher shall provide verification of 

the following requirements. 

 

4.01.2.1   Two years of teaching experience during the  

                 previous five (5) years. 

 

                                (OR) 

 

4.01.2.2 One year of teaching experience for the    

immediate previous year 

 

                 (OR) 

 

                                              4.01.2.3    Successful completion of six (6) hours of college level 

coursework within the previous five years. 

 

 

                                   4.01.3   A teacher may add partial years of experience over the previous 

five years to document the two years of teaching experience 

necessary to renew their teaching license. 

 

    4.01.4   Teachers shall provide verification of sixty (60) clock 

hours of professional development annually, beginning with the 

2004-2005  2005-2006 school year. 

 

                                   4.01.5   The teacher shall have successfully cleared all background checks 

as required by law. 

 

          4.02   For those teachers who do not meet the general renewal requirements, a 

one-year non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be available 

upon meeting the following requirements. 
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4.02.1 The teacher shall hold an expired standard Arkansas teaching 

license. 

 

4.02.2  The teacher shall submit a completed application for the 

provisional teaching license to the Office of Professional 

Licensure. 

 

4.02.3 The teacher shall have successfully cleared all background checks 

as required by law. 

 

4.02.4 The teacher shall verify employment in an educational setting in 

Arkansas. 

 

                          4.03   Teachers not meeting general renewal requirements shall meet the 

following requirements when renewing a license that has been expired for 

less than one year. 

 

4.03.1 Six (6) hours of college level coursework when experience cannot 

be verified for two (2) of the previous five (5) years or for the 

immediate previous year prior to expiration of a license. 

 

4.03.2 Sixty (60) clock hours of professional development 

completed within one year of application for renewal or within the 

year of provisional licensure if a provisional license is issued for 

employment. 

 

4.03.3 Teachers employed under a one-year, non-renewable provisional 

license shall submit a completed application requesting the 

provisional license be converted to a standard teaching license. 

 

5.00 REQUIREMENTS FOR THE RENEWAL OF A STANDARD TEACHING 

LICENSE THAT HAS BEEN EXPIRED FOR ONE (1) YEAR OR 

LONGER. 

 

                          5.01    Teachers holding a standard teaching license that has been expired 

for one (1) year or longer, shall have their license renewed provided they 

meet the following renewal requirements:  

       

                         5.01.1 The teacher shall submit a completed application for the  

                                    renewal of their teaching license to the Office of  

                                    Professional Licensure.  

 

5.01.2 The teacher shall have successfully cleared all background checks 

as required by law.   
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5.01.3 Teachers that have successfully completed a specialty area 

assessment in at least one licensure/endorsement area shall 

complete the following requirements: 

 

5.01.3.1     Successfully complete the current state required  

                  specialty area assessment in at least one licensure 

    /endorsement area.  

                             (OR) 

 

5.01.3.2 Successfully complete six hours of college level 

coursework from a nationally/regionally 

              accredited college or university. 

 

 

5.01.4 Teachers that have never successfully completed a specialty area 

assessment in at least one licensure/endorsement area shall 

successfully complete the current, state required specialty area 

assessment in at least one of their licensure/endorsement areas and 

successfully complete the current state required pedagogy 

assessment at their level of licensure.  When the teacher holds 

licensure at different levels, they may complete the pedagogy 

assessment at the level of their choice. 

5.01.5 Teachers shall provide verification of sixty (60) clock hours of 

professional development completed within one year of application 

for renewal or within the year of provisional licensure if a 

provisional license is issued for employment. 

 

5.01.6 A one year, non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be 

available for teachers not meeting general renewal requirements, and 

whose license has been expired for one year or longer upon meeting 

the following requirements. 

 

5.01.6.1 The teacher shall hold an expired, standard Arkansas 

teaching license. 

 

5.01.6.2 The teacher shall submit a completed application   for the 

provisional teaching license to the Office of Professional 

Licensure. 

 

5.01.6.3 The teacher shall have successfully cleared all background 

checks as required by law. 

 

5.01.6.4  The teacher shall verify employment in an educational 

setting in Arkansas. 
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5.01.7    A provisional license granted pursuant to section 6.04 shall be 

converted to a standard teaching license provided the teacher has 

completed requirements of section 5.00 of these rules. 

 

6.00 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR RENEWAL OF A QUALIFIED 

CANDIDATE’S STANDARD ARKANSAS TEACHING LICENSE 

 

6.01 The Arkansas standard teaching license shall be renewed for a period of 

five years. 

 

6.02 The effective date of a renewed teaching license shall be January 1 of the 

year following the expiration date of the license. See section 6.11 

 

6.03 The effective date of a renewed teaching license that has been expired 

longer than one year shall be January 1 of the year renewed. 

 

6.04 A one-year non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be available 

for teachers that have not met general renewal requirements and hold an 

expired teaching license.  Teachers shall have successfully cleared all 

background checks as required by law. 

 

6.05 The effective date of a one-year, non-renewable, provisional teaching 

license shall be the hire date as documented by the employer. 

 

6.06 The expiration date of a one-year, non-renewable, provisional teaching 

license shall be one year from the hire date. 

 

6.07 The expiration date of a renewed standard teaching license shall be 

December 31 of the fifth year. 

 

6.08 Individuals not teaching in a public school setting or individuals that have 

not met requirements for the automatic renewal of their teaching license 

shall submit an application for the renewal of their teaching license to the 

Office of Professional Licensure. 

 

6.09 Teachers applying for the renewal of their teaching license shall have 

successfully cleared all background checks as required by law. 

 

6.10 There shall be a grace period immediately following the expiration 

         of a standard teaching license, not to exceed one calendar year, to   meet 

general renewal requirements without additional penalties or assessments. 

 

6.11 Applications for the renewal of a standard Arkansas teaching license may 

be submitted to the Office of Professional Licensure as early as January 1 

of the year of expiration. 
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6.12 Coursework used for the renewal of a standard teaching license shall be 

college level and from a regionally/nationally accredited 

college/university. The coursework shall be in the licensure area(s) held 

by the teacher (OR) professional education courses at the level of 

licensure held by the teacher (OR) basic computer/education technology 

courses (OR) coursework taken to add additional areas to a standard 

teaching license. 

 

6.13 Documentation of experience for renewal purposes shall be provided by a 

public school supertintendent, director of human resources, or director of 

other agency/organization employing licensed teachers. 

 

6.14 Documentation of the required professional development for the renewal 

of a teaching license shall be provided by a public school superintendent, 

human resources director, or director of other agency/ organization 

employing licensed teachers. 

 

6.15 Teachers that did not meet renewal requirements that were established 

under Annotated Code § 6-17-601 and 6-17-602 shall meet the renewal 

requirements that will be required of all teachers and shall be eligible for a 

one-year provisional teaching license. 

 

6.16 The Office of Professional Licensure, as authorized by the State Board of 

Education, reserves the right to amend and/or rescind any Arkansas 

teaching license that has been issued in error. 

 

6.17  Teachers shall not lose areas or levels of licensure at renewal as a result 

of transitioning to the new areas and levels of licensure. 

 

6.18  Professional development required for the renewal of a standard teaching 

license shall not be in addition to professional development required to 

meet standards for accreditation. 

 

6.19  Teachers shall be able to add partial years of experience during the 

previous five years to meet the general renewal requirements. 

 

6.20  Professional development shall be required for the renewal of a teaching 

license. 
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
RULES GOVERNING THE NON-TRADITIONAL  

 LICENSURE PROGRAM 
July 2006 

 

 

1.0 PURPOSE  
 

1.01 The purpose of these rules is to establish the requirements and procedures for 

obtaining teacher licensure through the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) 

Non-Traditional Licensure Program. 

 

2.0 REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

 
2.01 These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Rules 

Governing The Non-Traditional Licensure Program. 

 

2.02 These rules are enacted pursuant to the authority of the State Board of Education 

under Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-11-105, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-401, Ark. Code Ann. § 

6-17-409 and Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-204.  

 

3.0 DEFINITIONS 
 

 For the purpose of these Rules the following terms shall be defined to mean: 

 

3.01 Area of Licensure - a particular content field as identified in Appendix A, Areas 

and Levels of Licensure/Endorsement. 

 
3.02 Induction - the period of time beginning with a teacher’s first employment as the 

teacher of record in an Arkansas public school, cooperative or agency that requires 

an Arkansas teaching license.  The novice teacher, operating under an Initial 

License, is provided mentoring support and accelerated professional development 

during the Provisional or Initial license period.   The induction period concludes 

with successful completion of the state-mandated performance assessment. 

 
3.03 Initial Teaching License - a three-year teaching license, issued by the State Board 

of Education, which allows one to teach in Arkansas public schools. 

3.03.1 The Initial license is issued only in areas and levels of licensure as 

approved by the State Board of Education as referenced in Appendix A, 

Areas and Levels of Licensure/Endorsement, which are hereby 

incorporated into these rules. 

3.03.2 The Initial license may be issued to: 

3.03.2.1 Teachers who have completed an approved teacher education 

program from a regionally and/or National Council for 

Accreditation of Teacher Education accredited college or 
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university (including the appropriate state-mandated 

assessments). 

3.03.2.2 Teachers who have completed the Non-Traditional Licensure 

Program (including the appropriate state-mandated 

assessments). 

3.03.2.3 Teachers who were prepared out of state but did not license. 

 

3.04 Level of Licensure - the grade/age level parameter of the teaching license as 

identified in Appendix A, Areas and Levels of Licensure/Endorsement. 

 

3.05 Mentor - a licensed master teacher with a minimum of three years successful 

teaching experience who is trained in the state-adopted mentoring model.  Mentors 

are assigned in their districts to assist a novice teacher by providing focused 

feedback with regard to instructional skills, classroom management and 

professional behaviors.  

 

3.06 Mentoring - the act of a certified mentor providing support and focused feedback 

to a novice teacher (through the state-adopted mentoring model) with the goal of 

enhanced instructional skills, competency and professional development. 

 

3.07 Non-Traditional Licensure Program (NTLP) - the program administered by the 

Arkansas Department of Education, whose participants hold a minimum of a 

baccalaureate degree (and have passed the appropriate state-mandated 

assessments) and are allowed to teach in an Arkansas school via a Non-Traditional 

Provisional license.  The program requirements consist of two years of teaching 

and instructional modules, which must be completed within three years. 

 

3.08 (Non-Traditional) Provisional License – the provisional teaching license is 

issued to participants in the Non-Traditional Licensure Program. 

 

3.09 Novice Teacher - any licensed teacher-of-record with less than one year of public 

school, or accredited private school, classroom-teaching experience, not including 

student internship or substitute teaching. 

 

3.10 Out-of-Country Candidate - a person from a foreign country who holds the 

equivalent of a four-year degree, and who comes from a foreign country that does 

not have reciprocity with Arkansas. 

 

3.11 Performance Assessment - an assessment tool used for evaluation of the 

classroom performance of a novice teacher, conducted by a trained assessor who 

utilizes a framework of essential teaching skills in which the novice teacher must 

demonstrate competency in an authentic classroom setting. 

3.11.2 Successful completion of the performance assessment is defined as 

meeting the state-adopted cut-score/minimum passing score. 
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3.12 Program of Study - a state-approved teacher preparation curriculum offered at an 

Arkansas college or university, based on the Arkansas Licensure Standards.  The 

program requires a candidate to demonstrate and document competency in the 

specific knowledge, skills and dispositions for a particular licensure area and level. 

 
3.13 Provisional Teaching License - A temporary teaching license available to 

candidates who have not completed all requirements for the Initial or Standard 

Arkansas teaching license. 

 

3.14 Standard Teaching License - a five-year renewable license, issued by the State 

Board of Education, which allows one to teach in Arkansas public schools.  The 

Standard License is issued to: 

3.14.1 Initial License holders who have successfully completed the state required 

induction for novice teachers and the performance assessment 

3.14.2 Non-Traditional Provisional License holders who have successfully 

completed the Non-Traditional Licensure Program (including all 

appropriate assessments), the state required induction for novice teachers, 

and the performance assessment  

3.14.3 Teachers who have completed all requirements for standard licensure 

through reciprocity 

 

 3.15   Teacher of Record - an instructional teacher, who is officially responsible for a 

class and its grades, employed under contract (in a licensed staff position) by a 

school, school district or other Arkansas agency or organization requiring an 

Arkansas teaching license.  

 

 

4.0 REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION TO THE NTL PROGRAM 
 

4.01 The following is required for admission to the NTL program: 

4.01.1 A completed Non-Traditional Licensure Program application with all 

required accompanying documentation 

4.01.2 Official transcript(s) documenting an awarded four-year college 

bachelor’s degree or higher from a regionally and/or National Council 

for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) accredited institution. 

4.01.2.1 For out-of-country candidates, an official college transcript 

evaluation from a private credential evaluation agency 

documenting that the bachelor’s degree is equivalent to a four-

year degree from an accredited institution of higher learning in 

the United States.  The degree is to be evaluated by a private 

credential evaluation agency.  This must be a course-by-course-

evaluation prepared in English indicating the candidate’s major 

course of study to include documentation of the candidate’s 

cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA).  

4.01.3 Documentation of a cumulative undergraduate or graduate grade point 

average (GPA) of 2.0 or a minimum of 2.5 on the last 60 credit hours 
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beginning in the July 2006 session. (GPA) of 2.50 or higher, or a 

minimum of 2.75 on the last 60 credit hours of coursework beginning 

August 2006. 

4.01.3.1 Candidates for the NTLP may be exempt from the standard 

minimum grade point average requirement under the following 

conditions: 

4.01.3.1.1 have at least ten (10) years of experience in the field 

related to the teaching/licensure subject area 

4.01.3.1.2 demonstrate a minimum of a 2.0 undergraduate or 

graduate grade point average.  

4.01.4 An official score report reflecting passing scores, as approved by the State 

Board of Education, on the following state required assessments: 

4.01.4.1 The basic skills assessment (all parts) 

4.01.4.1.1 If a candidate holds a Master’s Degree or above, and 

has taken a graduate level assessment the Graduate 

Records Examination (GRE), and has scored at or 

above the State Board established cut-score/minimum 

passing score, that assessment may, upon review, be 

accepted in lieu of the basic skills assessment(s). 

4.01.4.2 The state required subject-content-area assessment(s) for the 

specific licensure area(s) sought 

4.01.5 Documentation of passing the required background checks by the 

Arkansas State Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation as required 

by Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-17-410 

4.01.6 Payment of the Non-Traditional Licensure Program Fee which is 

established annually by the Arkansas Department of Education  

4.01.7 Applicable college/university coursework (in advance) from a regionally 

and/or National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) 

accredited institution.  Required coursework includes: 

4.01.7.1 Three college-credit-hours of Arkansas History for the following 

license areas licenses of: Early Childhood Education (P-4), 

Middle Childhood Education (4-8), and Social Studies (7-12). 

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-418 

4.01.7.2 Beginning with those entering the program to teach for the first 

time during the 2007-08 school year, all candidates seeking Early 

Childhood Education (P-4) and/or Middle Childhood Education 

(4-8) must successfully complete six college-credit-hours in 

Methods of Teaching Reading.  A grade of “C” or better is 

required for both reading courses.  

 

 

5.0 REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING A (NON-TRADITIONAL) PROVISIONAL 

TEACHING LICENSE 

 
5.01 To obtain a Non-Traditional Provisional Teaching License a candidate must: 
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5.01.1 Be admitted into the Arkansas Department of Education’s Non-Traditional 

Teacher Licensure Program (NTLP) 

5.01.2 Successfully complete the summer instructional modules 

5.01.3 Document appropriate employment as teacher-of-record, teaching a 

minimum of five hours per day in the appropriate licensure area(s), with a 

certified mentor approved by the ADE in an Arkansas public school or a 

private school within the state of Arkansas accredited by a nationally 

recognized accrediting association during the provisional licensure period  

5.01.3.1 If employment is not secured by September 1, of the year of 

admission into the NTLP, the participant shall accept teaching 

employment (if offered) working in conjunction with the ADE 

Office of Teacher Recruitment. 

5.01.3.2 If the candidate does not accept said employment, he or she 

may be administratively withdrawn from the program.  

5.01.3.3 If appropriate employment is not found by the candidate or the 

Office of Teacher Recruitment, the candidate shall be 

maintained on “hold” (one year only), until the following year. 

5.01.3.3.1 A candidate on “hold” shall not be issued a license and 

shall be required to teach the following year.  (The 

candidate shall still be required to complete two years 

of teaching within a three-year period.)   

 

5.02 A one-year Non-Traditional Provisional teaching license is: 

5.02.1 Issued to NTL participants at the beginning of each year of the program 

5.02.2 Is effective as of August first of the year of issue 

5.02.3 Is active for one year 

 

 

5.03 NTL Provisional licenses are issued to participants based upon the areas and levels 

of teaching assignment as according to Appendix A, NTL Teaching Areas and 

Levels of Licensure/Endorsement. 

 

5.03.1 Only NTLP participants teaching in the secondary content licensure areas 

of Mathematics, English, Science, Social Studies, Speech/ Drama or any 

Foreign Language may be issued a license in two (2) of these areas.  

Participants may be licensed in both areas if they have successfully 

completed all non-pedagogical licensure Praxis exams and demonstrate a 

teaching assignment for both licensure areas. 

5.03.2 A Journalism endorsement may be added, as the second area of licensure, 

to any of these five areas if the required program of study for Journalism is 

successfully completed and the teacher is offered/assigned a teaching 

assignment in Journalism.  

5.03.3 An ESL endorsement may be added (without initially having passed the 

PLT assessment), as the second area of licensure, to any of these five areas 

if the required program of study for ESL or verification of completion of 
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the ESL Academy for college credit is successfully completed and the 

teacher is offered/assigned a teaching assignment in ESL. 

 

 

6.0 GENERAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO THE NON-

TRADITIONAL LICENSURE PROGRAM 

 
6.01 There are two tracks in the NTLP, a one-year program or a two-year program. 

6.01.1 Candidates with a four-year degree who have completed a program of 

study in the field of Education (all coursework with the exception of 

Student Teaching) must complete a one-year program if their degree was 

awarded within five years of the date of application. 

6.01.2 Candidates with a four-year degree, who have not completed a program 

of study in the field of Education, or those whose Education degree was 

awarded more than five years before the date of application, must 

complete a two-year program. 

 
6.02 Participants in the Non-Traditional Licensure Program shall: 

6.02.1 Be employed as the teacher of record in an Arkansas school 

6.02.2 Teach a minimum of five hours per day in their licensure area(s) 

6.02.2.1 Teach for one year, if in the one-year program 

6.02.2.2 Teach for two years, if in the two-year program 

6.02.3 Be assigned to, and attend a Non-Traditional Licensure Program satellite 

site for instructional modules 

6.02.4 Be mentored according to the Arkansas Department of Education 

Teacher Induction Guidelines 

6.02.5 Complete all instructional modules prescribed by the Arkansas 

Department of Education 

6.02.6 Pass the appropriate state mandated pedagogical assessment(s) 

6.02.7 Become eligible to participate in the state-mandated performance 

assessment in their final semester in the program, after the pedagogical 

assessment has been successfully completed 

6.02.8 Adhere to and abide by all the policies and procedures as outlined in the 

published NTL Handbook for the year of admission 

 

6.03 The required NTL program prescribed by the Arkansas Department of Education 

includes: 

6.03.1 Required Instructional Modules during the summer 

6.03.2 Required Instructional Modules during the school year 

6.03.3 Development of a professional portfolio 

6.03.4 Novice Teacher Induction (which includes Mentoring by a trained and 

certified mentor) 

6.03.5 Teaching a minimum of five hours per day (or the equivalent) in the 

licensure area(s) 
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6.04 Successful completion of the Non-Traditional Licensure Program may yield either 

an Initial or a Standard Teaching license: 

6.04.1 To receive an Initial teaching license, the participant shall: 

6.04.1.1 Complete all NTL program requirements prescribed by the 

Arkansas Department of Education, and 

6.04.1.2 Pass the appropriate state mandated pedagogical assessment(s). 

6.04.2 To receive a Standard teaching license, the participant shall: 

6.04.2.1 Complete all NTL program requirements prescribed by the 

Arkansas Department of Education 

6.04.2.2 Pass the appropriate state mandated pedagogical assessment(s) 

6.04.2.3 Successfully complete Induction and the state required 

performance assessment 

6.04.3 If the pedagogical assessment is not successfully completed within the 

NTLP program period, a subsequent license will not be issued.  The 

participant will be allowed to attend ADE-scheduled remedial sessions 

for one year, during which time the participant may attempt to pass the 

assessment and, if successful, will be issued an Initial license. 

6.04.4 If the pedagogical assessment is not successfully completed within the 

remedial year, the participant will be administratively withdrawn from 

the program. 

 

6.05 Annual enrollment in the NTL program may be limited by: 

6.05.1 Licensure requirements 

6.05.2 Licensure area and level of candidates (shortage areas may predominate) 

6.05.3 Program capacity 

 

7.0 RULES PERTAINING TO NOVICE TEACHER INDUCTION FOR NON-

TRADITIONAL NOVICE TEACHERS 

 
7.01 All Arkansas School Districts shall implement, support, and monitor the quality of 

mentoring as outlined in ADE Induction Guidelines and the district’s approved 

plan for mentoring. 

7.01.1 Implementation of the district mentoring plan shall include: 

7.01.1.1 Selecting mentor candidates according to the Arkansas Mentor 

Qualifications form 

7.01.1.2 Providing a trained mentor for each NTL enrollee 

7.01.2 Support includes: 

7.01.2.1 Providing a minimum of two (2) hours every two weeks of 

released time (on average) during the contract day for the mentor 

and novice teacher to work together 

7.01.2.2 Assisting the novice and mentor to schedule focused observations 

and professional development activities 

7.01.2.3 Providing activities for mentors and novice teachers, which 

engage them in collaborative dialogue, problem solving, and 

professional development 
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7.01.3 Monitoring of the quality of the district program is achieved by:  review 

of the required mentoring documentation Mentor/Novice Teacher 

Mentoring Log and the Novice Teacher’s Professional Growth and 

Development Plan by the district Project Director. 

7.01.4 All other mentoring documents shall become the sole possession of the 

novice teacher and shall not be utilized for employment decisions or 

employment evaluation decisions   be collected by the district’s Project 

Director.  At the conclusion of the mentoring experience all 

documentation, exclusive of the timesheets, become the sole possession 

of the novice teacher  

 

7.02 Mentoring observational information documentation shall not be shared with the 

novice teacher’s employer or utilized in any way to make employment decisions 

unless students are  at risk, either physically or emotionally. 

 

8.0 `GENERAL POLICIES PERTAINING TO LICENSES 

 
8.01 NTL participants will be issued the Provisional License in level(s)/area(s) of 

licensure that is based on having passed the assessment(s) in that licensure 

level(s)/area(s) and secure securing appropriate teaching employment in that 

level(s)/area(s) in accordance with the published NTL Handbook for the year of 

admission. 

 
8.02 NTL participants will be issued either the Initial or Standard Teaching License in 

the level(s)/area(s) of licensure that is based on having passed the assessment(s) in 

that licensure level(s)/area(s) and completed successful employment in that 

level(s)/area(s) for two years (one year for Education program-of-study 

candidates” one-year” teachers) in accordance with the published NTL Handbook 

for the year of admission. 

 
8.03 Teachers who need a duplicate Arkansas teaching license must submit a completed 

application form (indicating “duplicate”) to the Office of Professional Licensure. 

8.03.1 A duplicate license will be issued only for a license that is current. 

 
8.04 All information and documentation submitted for an Arkansas Teacher License 

must be timely, accurate, authentic and unaltered in any way. 

8.04.1 Any license issued as a result of information submitted that is not in 

compliance with section 8.04 will be null and void and shall be rescinded 

by the Office of Professional Licensure, as authorized by the State Board 

of Education. 

 
8.05 The Office of Professional Licensure, as authorized by the State Board of 

Education, reserves the right to amend and/or rescind any Arkansas Teacher 

License that has been issued in error. 
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8.06 The Office of Professional Licensure, as authorized by the State Board of 

Education, reserves the right to non-renew a Non-Traditional Provisional License 

if the licensee does not successfully complete the required preparation modules, 

and non-renewal is recommended by the Non-Traditional Licensure Office.  The 

Office of Professional Licensure shall not convert a provisional license to an initial 

license if the candidate fails to meet all criteria of the NTL program.  
 



 

Proposal to State Board for public comments on February 5, 2007 

 

10

Appendix A 

Arkansas Department of Education 

NTL Teaching Areas and Levels of Licensure/Endorsement 

 

 

Areas of Licensure Grade Levels* 

Early Childhood P-4     

Middle Childhood: Math/Science 4-8     

Middle Childhood: English-Lang Arts/Social Studies 4-8     

Mathematics   7-12   

English   7-12   

Social Studies   7-12   

Physical/Earth Science   7-12   

Life/Earth Science   7-12   

Drama/Speech   7-12   

P.E. Wellness & Leisure P-8 7-12 P-12 

Art P-8 7-12 P-12 

Music, Vocal, & Instrumental P-8 7-12 P-12 

Spanish P-8 7-12 P-12 

French P-8 7-12 P-12 

German  7-12  

Family & Consumer Science 4-8 7-12 4-12 

Agriculture 4-8 7-12 4-12 

Industrial Technology 4-8 7-12 4-12 

Business Technology 4-8 7-12 4-12 

Marketing Technology 4-8 7-12 4-12 

Adult Education     PS 

Areas of Endorsement       

ESL P-8 7-12 P-12 

Journalism   7-12   

Mandarin Chinese 

  

7-12 

  

 

* Level of licensure issued is determined based on grade level(s) taught in the NTL program. 
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION RULES GOVERNING TEACHER 

LICENSURE BY RECIPROCITY 

 

 

1.00 REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
 

1.01 These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education 
Rules Governing Teacher Licensure by Reciprocity. 

 
1.02 These regulations are enacted pursuant to the authority of the State Board 

of Education under Ark Code Ann. § 6-11-105 and Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-
402 as amended by Act 754 of 2003. 

 
2.00 PURPOSE 

 
2.01 These rules amend the previous Rules and Regulations Governing the 

Certification Laws and Regulations. These rules govern provisional, initial, 
or standard licensure through reciprocity. 

 
3.00 REQUIREMENTS FOR INITIAL OR STANDARD LICENSURE BY 

RECIPROCITY 
 

3.01 Eligibility 
 

3.01.1 Applicants shall hold or be eligible to hold a valid or expired 
provisional, initial or standard teaching license from another state or 
country. 

 
3.01.2 Any applicant that has completed a teacher preparation program 

from another state or country but did not license. 
 

3.02 General Requirements 
 

3.02.1 Applicants for licensure through reciprocity shall complete the  
application form, criminal background check and provide a copy of 
a current or expired teaching license, verification of three years 
teaching experience, and/or copies of test scores required for out-
of-state or out-of-country licensure and official transcripts reflecting 
the completion of Bachelor’s Degree (Master’s Degree when 
required) from a National Council for Accreditation of Teaching 
Education (NCATE) or regionally accredited institution of higher 
education state approved teacher preparation program. 
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3.02.1 Applicants for licensure through reciprocity holding a current out-of-
state or out-of-country teaching license and current certification 
from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 
(NBPTS), shall be eligible for the five-year standard teaching 
license upon submission of a completed application form, official 
transcripts, copy of current out-of-state or out-of-country teaching 
license and successful completion of the required background 
checks.  A Praxis II Specialty Area assessment shall be required 
when the out-of-state licensure area is incompatible with the current 
Arkansas licensure area. 

 
3.02.2 Teachers licensing through reciprocity with less than one-year of  

teaching experience shall participate in the mentoring program 
during the first year of teaching.  The Praxis III Performance 
Assessment shall not be required for teachers holding a current or 
expired, standard out-of-state or out-of-country teaching license at 
the time they applied for their Arkansas teaching license. 

 
3.02.3 Any individual who holds a valid teaching license from another 

state, and who has not graduated from an NCATE a National 
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education Programs (NCATE) 
or state approved teacher preparation program, or regionally 
accredited institution of higher education, may make application to 
the Non-Traditional Licensure Program, where academic 
credentials and relevant life experiences will be evaluated. The 
applicant’s degree(s) must be from a regionally accredited 
college/university. 

 
3.02..4Candidates from countries not included in the National Association 

of State Directors of Teacher Education and Certification 
(NASDTEC) agreements may make application for admission into 
the Non-traditional Licensure Program. 

 
3.02.4  Professional exams Specialty area assessments required for out-

of state or out-of-country teacher licensure may be accepted for 
Arkansas teacher licensure. 

 
3.02.5 Required assessments for Arkansas licensure through reciprocity 

shall be waived upon providing the following documentation: 
 

3.02.5.1 Valid out-of-state or out-of-country teaching license as a 
teacher, administrator, librarian, counselor or in other 
compatible licensure areas as identified in the areas and 
levels of licensure as adopted by the State Board of 
Education. 
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3.02.5.2 Three years of teaching experience as documented on 
school district, agency or organization letterhead. 

 
3.02.5.3 Teaching experience shall be defined as that experience 

earned while employed as a licensed teacher, 
administrator, librarian or counselor for a public or 
private school, agency or organization in a Pre-
Kindergarten through grade twelve setting. 

 
                                OR 

 
3.02.5.4    Score report reflecting a passing score for the  

Specialty Area Assessment(s) required for the out-of-
state or out-of country teaching license (OR) written 
verification from the licensing agency that the required 
Specialty Area Assessment(s) for licensure were 
successfully completed. 

 
3.02.6  All out-of-country applicants shall have their credentials 

evaluated by one of the ADE approved private credential 
evaluation agencies located in the United States. The private 
evaluation agency shall complete a course-by-course evaluation 
of the applicant’s transcript, indicate the applicant’s major area of 
study and document whether the applicant’s degree is equivalent 
to one that would have been completed at an a regionally 
accredited institution of higher education in the United States. The 
private evaluation agency shall also document whether the 
professional preparation for teacher licensure out-of-country and 
the areas of teacher licensure represented by the out-of-country 
license are equivalent to the an NCATE or state approved teacher 
preparation program required for teacher licensure in the United 
States.   

 
3.02.7 Applicants from out-of-state or out-of-country with an expired 

license shall take and pass the Praxis II Specialty Area Test(s) for 
all areas of standard licensure and the Praxis II Principles of 
Learning and Teaching for the appropriate level of teacher 
licensure to be eligible for a standard Arkansas teaching license.  
Applicants with an expired license from out-of-state or out-of-
country shall not be eligible for a provisional license. 

 
3.02.8  Out-of-state and out-of-country applicants for teacher licensure 

whose current license was granted without professional exams, 
and a specialty area assessment or who cannot document at 
least three years of teaching experience shall take and pass the 
Praxis II Specialty Area Test for all areas of standard licensure 
endorsements and the Praxis II Principles of Learning and 
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Teaching for the appropriate one of their levels of teacher 
licensure.  

 
3.02.9  All candidates with licensure areas/endorsements from other 

states or countries with reciprocity agreements through 
NASDTEC shall automatically receive the Arkansas equivalent 
licensure area(s)/endorsements, provided all other licensure 
requirements have been met. 

 
3.02.10 Applicants from out-of-state or out-of-country with a license in 

special education or a related service area(s), i.e. Visual 
Specialist or Hearing Specialist, seeking a standard teaching 
license shall initially meet the standards established for such 
licensure in Arkansas to receive a standard teaching license.   A 
one year, renewable twice, provisional teaching license shall be 
available for those applicants not meeting the established 
standards for special education licensure. The applicant shall 
meet the standards established for special education licensure 
within three years of receiving a provisional license to be in 
keeping with the “highest standards” of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 1997 pertaining to 
qualified personnel. The Office of Special Education will assist 
the Office of Professional Licensure in identifying the course of 
action for meeting Arkansas standards for licensure in special 
education or related service area(s). The provisional license 
shall be converted to a standard license upon meeting the 
established standards including the required Praxis II Specialty 
Area Assessments for Arkansas special education licensure. 

 
3.02.12 Teachers and/or administrators being licensed in Early Childhood 

P-4, any Middle School Childhood 4-8 area or Secondary Social 
Studies, shall complete a three-hour course in Arkansas History 
before receiving a standard Arkansas teaching license.  A one-
year, non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be 
available for those that haven’t completed the three-hour 
Arkansas History course.   

 
3.02.13  Applicants whose standard teaching area(s) are not compatible 

with an Arkansas standard teaching area shall receive the 
teaching area that most closely parallels their out-of-state or out-
of-country licensure area(s). 

 
 When the standard teaching area(s) are not compatible, the   
applicant shall take and pass the required Praxis II Specialty 
Area Exam(s) for all parts of the licensure area(s) requested 
through reciprocity that are not compatible with the Arkansas 
licensure area(s). 
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3.02.14 Applicants whose endorsement(s) are not compatible with an 

Arkansas endorsement area, shall take the required Praxis II 
Specialty Area Exam(s) for the Arkansas endorsement area(s) 
that most closely parallels their out-of-state or out-of-country 
endorsement area(s) in order to add the Arkansas endorsement 
area(s) to their standard teaching license.  In cases where the 
endorsement area does not have a subject specific Praxis II 
Specialty Area Exam, the applicant shall complete the prescribed 
program of study for the endorsement area and Praxis II Exam 
assigned to that endorsement area. 

 
3.02.15 Provisional teaching license shall become effective for one    year 

from the date the teacher/administrator is hired. 
 
3.02.16 Standard teaching license will become effective January 1 of the 

year the license is issued and shall expire December 31 of the 
last year the license is valid.  A Standard teaching license 
issued prior to January 1, 2002 shall be valid for six years if 
based on a Bachelor’s Degree and shall be valid for ten years if 
based on a Master’s Degree.  A standard teaching license 
issued after January 1, 2002, shall be valid for five years. 

 
3.02.17 Provisional license shall not be issued to any person possessing 

a valid Arkansas standard/initial teaching license. 
 
3.02.18 Candidates who completed an out-of-state or out-of-country 

teacher preparation program but never licensed, shall meet the 
following requirements for their Initial Arkansas teaching license. 

 
3.02.18.1 Submit an application for teacher licensure. 

 
3.02.18.2 Submit an official transcript reflecting the completion of 

an NCATE or regionally accredited out-of-state or out-of-
country teacher preparation program and a minimum of 
a Bachelor’s Degree (Master’s when required).  

3.02.18.2 Submit documentation of having completed an NCATE 
or State approved teacher preparation program. 

3.02.18.3 When it has been longer than five years since     
program completion, the applicant shall have his/her 
transcripts evaluated by an Arkansas college or 
university against current requirements for Initial 
license. 
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3.02.18.3 Submit an official transcript(s) reflecting the completion 
of a Bachelor’s Degree (Master’s Degree when 
required), from a regionally accredited institution. 

3.02.18.4 Document successful completion (passing) of the state 
required basic skills assessment(s), specialty area 
assessment(s) for each licensure/endorsement area and 
pedagogical assessment for one of their levels of 
licensure. 

3.02.18.5 Successfully complete a background check through the 
Arkansas State Police and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410. 

 
3.02.18.6 Successfully complete the three-hour, college level,   

Arkansas History course when required. 
 

 
3.02.18.7 The initial teaching license shall be converted to the five-

year, standard Arkansas teaching license upon 
successful completion of Induction (mentoring and 
Praxis III-Performance Assessment). 

 
3.02.19 Only the areas of licensure and/or endorsement listed on an out-

of-state or out-of-country license shall be recognized for 
licensure through reciprocity. 

 
3.02.20 Candidates from out-of-state or out-of-country that have 

completed a teacher education program and hold an initial or 
provisional teaching license shall meet the following 
requirements for their Arkansas three-year initial teaching 
license. 

 
3.02.20.1 Submit an application for teacher license. 

 
3.02.20.2 Submit an official transcript reflecting the completion of 
an NCATE or regionally accredited out-of-state or out-of-country 
teacher preparation Program and a minimum of a Bachelor’s 
Degree (Master’s when required).  

 
3.02.20.2 Submit documentation reflecting the completion of an 

NCATE or State approved teacher preparation 
program. 

 
3.02.20.3 When it has been longer than five-years since program 

completion, the applicant shall have his/her transcripts 
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evaluated by an Arkansas college or university against 
current requirements for initial licensure.   

 
3.02.20.3 Submit an official transcript reflecting the completion of 

a Bachelor’s Degree (Master’s Degree when required), 
from a regionally accredited institution. 

 
3.02.20.4 Document testing that was required for the out-of-state 

or out-of-country initial or provisional teaching license. 
When it cannot be documented that the applicant has 
met the requirements of section 3.02.75, the applicant 
shall successfully complete the state required basic 
skills assessments(s), specialty area assessment(s) for 
each licensure/endorsement area and pedagogical 
assessment at one of their levels of licensure. 

 
3.02.20.5 Successfully complete a background check through the 

Arkansas State Police and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as required by Ark. Code Ann 6-17-410. 

 
3.02.20.6 Candidates shall provide a copy of their out-of-state 

teaching license. 
 
3.02.20.7 Candidates receiving the initial Arkansas teaching 

license shall complete induction (mentoring and Praxis 
III-Performance Assessment). 

 
3.02.20.8 Candidates shall successfully complete the three-hour, 

college level, Arkansas History course when required. 
 
3.02.20.9 The initial teaching license shall be converted to the 

five-year, standard Arkansas teaching license upon the 
successful completion of mentoring and the Praxis III – 
Performance Assessment. 

 
3.02.21 The Office of Professional Licensure, as authorized by the State 

Board of Education, reserves the right to amend and/or rescind 
any Arkansas teaching license that has been issued in error. 

 
3.02.22 Candidates from out-of- state that have completed a teacher 

preparation program and hold a standard teaching license shall 
meet the following requirements for their five-year, standard 
Arkansas teaching license. 

 
3.02.22.1   Submit an application for teacher licensure 
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3.02.22.2  Submit documentation reflecting the completion of 
an NCATE or State approved teacher preparation 
program. 

 
3.02.22.3 Submit an official transcript reflecting the completion 

of a Bachelor’s Degree (Master’s Degree when 
required), from a regionally accredited institution. 

 
3.02.22.4 Successfully complete a background check through 

the Arkansas State Police and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as required by Ark. Code Ann 6-17-410. 

 
3.02.22.5 Provide verification of three years of teaching 

experience or verification of having completed testing 
a specialty area assessment(s) required for the out-
of-state teaching license. 

 
3.02.22.6 Candidates that cannot verify experience or testing 

shall successfully complete the state required 
specialty area assessment(s) for each 
licensure/endorsement area and pedagogical 
assessment at one of their levels of licensure. 

 
3.02.22.7 Candidates shall provide a copy of their out-of-state 

teaching license. 
 
3.02.22.8 Candidates shall complete the three-hour, Arkansas 

History course when required. 
 
  3.02.23 Candidates from out-of –state that have completed a teacher 

preparation program and hold either an expired initial or expired 
standard teaching license, shall complete the following 
requirements for their initial or standard teaching license. 

                
3.02.23.1 Submit an application for teacher licensure 
 
3.02.23.2 Submit documentation reflecting the completion of an 

NCATE or State approved teacher preparation 
program. 

 
3.02.23.3 Submit an official transcript reflecting the completion 

of a Bachelor’s Degree (Master’s Degree when 
required), from a regionally accredited institution. 

 
3.02.23.4 Successfully complete a background check through 

the Arkansas State Police and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as required by Ark. Code Ann 6-17-410. 
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3.02.23.5 Submit a copy of their expired out-of-state-teaching 

license. 
 
3.02.23.6 Successfully complete the state required specialty 

area assessment for each licensure/ endorsement 
area, and the state required pedagogical assessment 
for one of  their levels of licensure. 

    
3.02.23.7 Candidates shall successfully complete a three-hour, 

Arkansas history course when required. 
 
3.02.23.8 Candidates receiving the initial Arkansas teaching 

license shall complete Induction (mentoring and 
Praxis III-Performance Assessment). 

 
3.02.23.9 The initial license shall be converted to the five-year, 

standard Arkansas teaching license upon the 
successful completion of mentoring and the Praxis 
III- Performance. 

 
3.02.23.10 Candidates holding an expired teaching license   

are not eligible for a provisional teaching license. 
  

 3.02.24 Candidates who completed an out-of-country teacher 
preparation program shall meet the following requirements for 
their initial, Arkansas teaching license. 

 
3.02.24.1 Submit an application for teacher licensure. 
 
3.02.24.2 Document successful completion of the state required 

basic skills assessment, specialty area assessment(s) 
for each licensure/endorsement area, and pedagogical 
assessment at one of their levels of licensure. 

 
 
3.02.24.3 Successfully complete a background check through 

the Arkansas State Police and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as required by Ark. Code Ann 6-17-410. 

 
3.02.24.4 Meet the requirements of section 3.02.6 of these rules. 

 
3.02.24.5 Successfully complete the three-hour, college level, 

Arkansas History course when required. 
 
3.02.24.6 The initial teaching license shall be converted to the 

five-year, standard Arkansas teaching license upon 
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successful completion of Induction (Mentoring and 
Praxis III-Performance Assessment). 

  
3.02.25 Candidates adding additional licensure/endorsement areas by 

reciprocity to a current Arkansas teaching license, shall meet 
the requirements of the Rules Governing the Addition of Areas 
of Licensure or Endorsement. 

 
3.02.26 Candidates that who do not transfer all licensure/endorsement 

areas by reciprocity when licensing initially in Arkansas, shall 
meet the requirements of the Rules Governing the Addition of 
Areas of Licensure or Endorsement if they choose to add those 
at a later date. 

  
3.02.27 All candidates for licensure by reciprocity shall complete the 

required State Police and Federal Bureau of Investigation 
background checks regardless of previous background checks 
already completed. 

              
4.00 REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING A PROVISIONAL TEACHING LICENSE   

BY RECIPROCITY 

 
4.01 A one-year non-renewable, provisional teaching license shall be available 

to out-of-state or out-of-country applicants that have completed a teacher 
preparation program but have not licensed or hold an initial or provisional 
license, upon providing the following documentation. 

 
4.01.1 A completed application for licensure. 

 
4.01.2 Official transcripts reflecting the completion of a Bachelor’s 

Degree (Master’s Degree where required) from a regionally 
and/or NCATE accredited out-of-state or out-of country 
teacher preparation program. 

 
4.01.3 Successful completion of both parts of the required 

background checks (Arkansas State Police and Federal 
Bureau of Investigation). 

 
4.01.4 Out-of-country applicants shall present documentation of 

transcript evaluation by an independent evaluation agency in 
the United States as specified in section 3.02.8. 

 
4.01.5 Proof of employment on the verification of provisional licensure 

eligibility form indicating employing school district and hire 
date. 

 
4.01.6 Copy of out-of-state or out-of-country teaching license. 
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4.01.7 All coursework assessed because it has been longer than five 

years since program completions, shall be completed prior to 
receiving a provisional teaching license. 

 
4.02 A one-year renewable (two times) provisional teaching license shall be 

available to out-of-state or out-of-country applicants whose licensure 
area(s) are incompatible with an Arkansas licensure area upon providing 
the following documentation.  

 
4.02.1 A completed application for licensure. 

 
4.02.2 Official transcripts reflecting the completion of a Bachelor’s 

Degree (Master’s Degree where required) from a regionally 
and/or NCATE accredited out-of-state or out-of-country teacher 
preparation program. 

 
4.02.3 Successful completion of both parts of the required background 

checks (Arkansas State Police and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation). 

 
4.02.4 Copy of valid, standard out-of-state or out-of-country teaching 

license. This will not be required when applicant did not license 
out-of-state or out-of-country. 

 
4.02.5 Out-of-country applicants shall present documentation of 

transcript evaluation by an independent evaluation agency in 
the United States as specified in section 3.02.8. 

 
4.02.6 Applicants wishing to renew the provisional teaching license 

shall submit a new application for licensure requesting the 
renewal of their provisional teaching license and shall provide 
proof of employment on the verification of provisional licensure 
eligibility form indicating the employing school district and hire 
date. 

 
4.02.7 Proof of employment on the verification of provisional licensure 

eligibility form indicating employing school district and hire date. 
 

4.03 A one-year  non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be available 
for out-of-state and out-of-country applicant that cannot document the 
following. 

 
4.03.1 Three years of teaching experience or completion of required 

testing for the out-of-state or out-of-country teaching license. 
 

4.03.2 Three-hour Arkansas History course when required. 



                                                                              05-24-2004 

12 

                                                                                                       Draft Proposal for State Board of Education 

                                                      February 2007 

 
4.04 The one-year non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be issued 

upon providing the following documentation: 
 

4.04.1 A completed application for licensure. 
 

4.04.2 Official transcripts reflecting the completion of a Bachelor’s   
Degree (Master’s Degree where required) from a regionally 
and/or NCATE accredited out-of-state or out-of-country teacher 
preparation program. 

 
4.04.3 Successful completion of both parts of the required background 

checks (Arkansas State Police and Federal Bureau of 
Investigation). 

 
4.04.4 Copy of valid, standard teaching license from out-of-state or out-

of-country. 
 

4.04.5 Proof of employment on the verification of provisional licensure 
eligibility form indicating employing school district and hire date. 

 
4.04.6 Out-of-country applicants shall present documentation of 

transcript evaluation by an independent evaluation agency in 
the United States as specified in section 3.02.8. 

 
5.00 REQUIREMENTS FOR CONVERTING A PROVISIONAL TEACHING LICENSE 

TO AN INITIAL OR STANDARD TEACHING LICENSE BY RECIPROCITY 

 
5.01 The one-year non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be converted 

to the three-year initial teaching license when the following documentation 
has been submitted. 

 
5.01.1 A completed application for licensure requesting the 

conversion of   the provisional license. 
 

5.01.2 Score reports reflecting successful completion of the state 
required basic skills assessment (all parts), specialty area 
assessment(s) and pedagogical assessment when required. 

 
5.01.3 Official transcript(s) reflecting the successful completion of a 

three  (3) hour Arkansas History course when required. 
 

5.02 The one-year renewable provisional teaching license shall be converted to 
the three-year initial or standard five-year teaching license when the 
following documentation has been submitted. 
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5.02.1 A completed application for licensure requesting conversion 
of the provisional to the three-year initial or five-year 
standard teaching license. 

 
5.02.2 Official transcript reflecting successful completion of a three 

(3) hour Arkansas History course when required. 
 

5.02.3 Score report reflecting successful completion of state 
required content assessment(s), pedagogical assessment 
and basic skills assessments (all parts) when required. 

 
5.02.4 Official transcript and documentation of successful 

completion of program of study (coursework) when required. 
 

5.03 The one-year non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be converted 
to a standard five-year teaching license when the following documentation 
has been submitted. 

 
5.03.1 A completed application for licensure requesting the 

conversion of the provisional license. 
 

5.03.2 Official transcript reflecting the successful completion of a 
three (3) hour Arkansas History course when required. 

 
5.03.3 Score report reflecting successful completion of the state 

required specialty area assessment(s) and pedagogical 
assessment (OR) written documentation reflecting three-
years of teaching experience or completion of required 
testing for the out-of-state or out-of-country teaching 
license. 

 
6.00 REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING AN INITIAL OR STANDARD 

ADMINISTRATOR LICENSE BY RECIPROCITY 

 

6.01 ELIGIBILITY 

 

6.01.1 Applicants shall hold an Initial or Standard Administrator 
license in another state or country.  Administrator areas of 
licensure are Building Level Administrator P-8 and 7-12; 
Curriculum Program Administrator P-8, 7-12 and P-12; and 
District Administrator P-12. 

 
6.01.2 Applicants shall have completed a graduate degree from a 

regionally accredited college or university. 
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6.01.3 If the graduate degree is in any area other than Educational 
Leadership, the applicant must also have completed  a 
program of study in Educational Leadership 

 
6.01.4 The program of study and/or degree must be from an NCATE 

or state approved program in Educational Administration. 
 
6.01.5 Applicants must have a minimum of four years of teaching 

experience, with at least three years of experience at the level 
and/or in the area in which the candidate is seeking licensure. 

 
 
6.01.6 The applicant must have completed a specialty area 

assessment in Educational Leadership. 
 

6.01.6.1 If no assessment was required out-of-state, but the 
applicant has completed five years of employment 
as an administrator, the Arkansas-required 
assessment may be waived. 

 
6.01.6.2 If no assessment was required out-of-state and the 

applicant has completed less than five years of 
employment as an Administrator, he/she must take 
the Arkansas-mandated assessment for the area of 
administrative licensure requested. 

 
6.01.7 The applicant must hold a Standard teaching area of 

licensure in another state. 
 
          7.00 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO AN INITIAL 

ADMINISTRATOR LICENSE BY RECIPROCITY 

 

7.01 The applicant shall hold an Initial Administrator license in another 
state. 

 
7.01.1 There are two Initial Arkansas administrator licenses. 
             
              7.01.1.1   Building Level Administrator 
         
              7.01.1.2   Curriculum Program Administrator 

 
 
7.02 The applicant must complete Administrator Induction to convert to 

a standard Administrator license. 
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7.02.1 Induction begins with employment as an administrator, 
and includes participation in the Arkansas 
Administrator Mentoring Program. 

 
7.02.2  Induction ends with a minimum of one year of 

employment as an administrator while participating in 
the Arkansas Administrator Mentoring Program and 
taking and passing the School Leaders Licensure 
Assessment (SLLA). 

 
7.02.2.1 If the applicant took and passed an 

assessment in Educational Leadership for 
the out-of state license, the SLLA shall be 
waived. 

 
 7.02.2.2   If the applicant has completed five years of 

employment as an administrator out-of-
state, the SLLA shall be waived. 

 

7.02.2.3 If the applicant has not taken an assessment 
in Educational Leadership out-of-state and 
has less than five years of employment as 
administrator, the SLLA shall not be waived. 

 
7.02.3 Upon completion of Induction, the applicant must   

submit the application to convert to the Standard 
Building Administrator or Standard Curriculum 
Program Administrator. 

 
8.00 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO A STANDARD  

LICENSE BY RECIPROCITY. 

 

8.01 Applicants shall hold a Standard Administrator license in 
another state. 
 
8.01.1 There are three Standard Administrator licenses in 

                        Arkansas. 
                  
                        8.01.1.1   Building Level Administrator 
  

8.01.1.2 Curriculum Program Administrator 
 
8.01.1.3 District Administrator 

 
                               8.02   All eligibility requirements in Section 6.00 must be satisfied. 
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                               8.03 Building Level Administrators and Curriculum Program 
Administrators with less than one year of administrative 
experience must be mentored for one year. 

 
                               8.04 District Administrator licensure requires that the applicant first 

hold the Building Level or Curriculum Program Administrator 
license. 

                                         
      
                                        8.04.1 District Administrator licensure requires the School 

Superintendent’s Assessment.  This test may be 
waived if: 

                                         
                                                    8.04.1.1 The applicant took an assessment out-of-

state for this area. 
        
                                                     8.04.1.2 The applicant has completed five years or 

more of employment as a District 
Administrator (superintendent) 
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

RULES GOVERNING INITIAL, STANDARD AND PROVISIONAL 

TEACHER LICENSURE 
August 2003 

 

1.0 REGULATORY AUTHORITY 

 

1.01 These shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Rules Governing 

Initial, Standard and Provisional Teacher Licensure. 

 

1.02 These rules are enacted pursuant to the authority of the State Board of Education 

under Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-11-105 (Rep 1999) and § 25-15-204 (Supp. 1999). 

 

 

2.0 PURPOSE 

 

2.01 The purpose of these rules  is to establish the requirements and procedures for 

obtaining an Initial, Standard or Provisional Teaching License through an National 

Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) regionally accredited 

college or university and/or the Arkansas Department of Education. 

 

 

3.0 DEFINITIONS 

 

 For the purpose of these Rules  

 

3.01 Area of Licensure - a particular content field as identified in Appendix A, Areas 

and Levels of Licensure. 

 

3.02 Induction - the period of time beginning with a teacher’s first employment as the 

teacher of record in an Arkansas public school, cooperative, or agency that requires 

an Arkansas teaching license.  The novice teacher, operating under an Initial 

License, is provided mentoring support and accelerated professional development 

during the Initial license period.  It concludes with successful completion of the 

state-mandated performance assessment. 

 

3.03 Initial Teaching License - a three-year teaching license, issued by the state, which 

allows one to teach in Arkansas public or private schools. 

 

3.03.1 The Initial license is issued only in areas and levels of licensure as 

approved by the State Board of Education (Appendix A, Areas and 

Levels of Licensure). 

 

3.03.2 The Initial license may be issued to: 

3.03.2.1 teachers who have completed an NCATE approved teacher 
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education program from a regionally and/or NCATE accredited 

college or university, or 

 

3.03.2.2 teachers who  have completed the Non-Traditional Teacher 

Licensure Program, or 

 

3.03.2.3 teachers who are prepared out-of-state, but did not license. 

 

3.04 Level of Licensure - the grade/age level parameter of the teaching license as 

identified in Appendix A, Areas and Levels of Licensure. 

 

3.05 Mentor - a licensed master teacher with a minimum of three years successful 

teaching experience who is trained in the state-adopted mentoring model.  Mentors 

are assigned in their districts to assist a novice teacher by providing focused 

feedback with regard to instructional skills, classroom management, and 

professional behaviors. 

 

3.06 Mentoring - the act of a certified mentor providing support and focused feedback 

to a novice teacher (through the state-adopted mentoring model) with the goal of 

enhanced instructional skills, competency, and professional development. 

 

3.07 Non-Traditional Licensure Program - the teacher training program administered 

by the Arkansas Department of Education, whose participants hold a minimum of 

a baccalaureate degree and are allowed to teach in an Arkansas school via a Non-

Traditional Provisional license. 

 

3.08 Novice Teacher - any licensed teacher-of-record with less than one year of public 

school, or accredited private school, classroom teaching experience, not including 

student internship or substitute teaching. 
 

3.09 Out-of-Country Candidate - a person from a foreign country who holds the 

equivalent of a four-year degree, who may or may not have teacher education hours 

and/or who may or may not have teaching experience, and who comes from a 

foreign country that does not have reciprocity with Arkansas. 

 

3.09   Performance Assessment - an assessment tool used for evaluation of the 

classroom performance of a novice teacher, conducted by a trained assessor who 

utilizes a framework of essential teaching skills in which the novice teacher must 

demonstrate competency in an authentic classroom setting. 

 

3.09.1 Successful completion of the performance assessment is defined as 

meeting the state-adopted cut-score. 

 

3.10 Program of Study - a state-approved teacher preparation curriculum offerred at an 

Arkansas college or university, based on the Arkansas Licensure Standards.  The 



 

ADE 160-3 

                                                                                                               Draft proposal for State Board of Education 

                                                                February 2007 

program requires a candidate to demonstrate and document competency in the 

specific knowledge, skills, and dispositions for a particular licensure area and level. 

 

3.11 Provisional Teaching License - A temporary teaching license available to 

candidates who have not met all requirements for the Initial or Standard Arkansas 

teaching license. 

 

3.12 Standard Non-Instructional License - a five-year renewable license, issued by 

the state, which allows one to practice in Arkansas public schools as a School 

Psychology Specialist or Speech Language Pathologist.  

 

3.13 Standard Teaching License - a five-year renewable license, issued by the state, 

which allows one to teach in Arkansas public schools.  The Standard License is 

issued to: 

 

3.13.1 Initial License holders who have successfully completed the state 

required induction for novice teachers, or  

 

3.13.2 Provisional License holders (Non-traditional Teacher Licensure 

Program) who have successfully completed the state required induction 

for novice teachers, or  

 

3.13.3 teachers who have completed all requirements for Standard licensure 

through reciprocity. 

 

3.14 Teacher-of-Record - an instructional teacher employed under contract (in a 

licensed staff position) by a school district or other Arkansas agency or organization 

requiring an Arkansas teaching license. 

 

 

4.0 REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING AN INITIAL TEACHING LICENSE 

 

4.01 There are four three routes for obtaining an Initial Arkansas teaching license. 

 

4.01.1 Completion of an approved, regionally and NCATE accredited Arkansas 

college or university, teacher preparation program, 

 

4.01.2 Completion of the Arkansas Department of Education Non-Traditional   

Teacher Licensure Program, 

 

4.01.3 Completion of a regionally accredited and/or NCATE or State approved 

accredited out-of-state or out-of-country teacher preparation program by a 

candidate holding an initial teaching license or that who did not license 

out-of-state or out-of-country at all. 
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4.01.3 Conversion of a Provisional license. 

 

4.02 An Initial Arkansas teaching license shall be issued when the following has been 

submitted to the office of Professional Licensure: 

 

4.02.1 A completed application for Initial licensure. 

 

4.02.2 An official score report reflecting current passing scores, as approved by 

the State Board of Education,  on all state required assessments for Initial 

licensure (the basic skills assessment [all parts], the state required content 

area assessment(s) for the specific licensure area(s) sought, and the state 

required pedagogical assessment). 

 

4.02.2.1  Participants in the  Non-Traditional Teacher Licensure Program 

who possess exceptional experience and/or academic preparation 

may substitute previously taken assessment(s), relevant life 

experiences, accomplishments or  achievements for the state 

required basic skills assessment and/or state required content area 

assessment. 

 

4.02.3  Documentation that the candidate has passed the required background 

checks by the Arkansas State Police and Federal Bureau of  Investigation 

as required by Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-17-410. 

 

4.02.4 Documentation reflecting completion of a teacher preparation program.  

This can be: 

 

4.02.4.1 Official transcripts reflecting a Bachelor=s Degree (or Master=s 

Degree when required) from: 

 

4.02.4.1.1 A regionally accredited and NCATE approved 

Arkansas college or university, or 

 

4.02.4.1.2 A regionally and/or NCATE accredited out-of-state or 

out-of-country college or university (but never 

licensed). 

 

4.02.4.2 Verification from the Arkansas Non-Traditional Licensure 

Program. 

 

4.03 The Initial Arkansas Teaching License application must be signed and verified by 

the Licensure Officer from the Arkansas college or university where the approved 

teacher preparation program was completed, or by the designated representative of 

the Non-Traditional Teacher Licensure Program. 
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4.04 The Initial Arkansas teaching license shall be issued only for those areas and levels 

of licensure that have been approved by the State Board of Education (Appendix 

A). 

 

4.04.1 The Initial Arkansas teaching license shall not be issued for the Added 

Endorsements, Educational Administration, Non-Instructional Student 

Services, and Professional & Technical areas. 

 

4.05 Candidates may obtain concurrent licensure in two general education areas, or in 

one general education area and one endorsement area. 

 

4.06 Candidates seeking Initial licensure in Early Childhood Education (P-4), both 

Middle School integrated areas (4-8) or Secondary Social Studies (7-12), shall 

complete a three-credit-hour course in Arkansas History. 

 

4.07 Candidates seeking Initial licensure in Special Education must complete concurrent 

licensure in a general education area at the same level as the Special Education 

license. 

 

4.07.1 If the Special Education level is 4-12, the individual shall have a choice of 

concurrent licensure in a general education area at the 4-8 or 7-12 levels. 

 

4.08 Candidates who completed an Arkansas teacher preparation program but had never 

received a standard license or who received an Initial license but did not teach or 

complete induction (when it has been longer than five years since program 

completion) shall meet current requirements for an Initial license. 

 

4.09 Candidates who completed an out-of-state or out-of-country teacher preparation 

program but never licensed, shall meet the following requirements for their Initial 

Arkansas teaching license. 

 

4.09.1 Submit an application for teacher licensure, 

4.09.2 Submit an official transcript reflecting the completion of a NCATE or 

regionally accredited out-of-state or out-of-country teacher preparation 

program and a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree (Master’s when required), 

4.09.2.1 When it has been longer than five years since program 

completion the applicant shall have his/her transcripts evaluated by 

an Arkansas college or university against current requirements for 

Initial license. 

4.09.3 Document successful completion (passing) of the state required basic skills 

assessment(s), specialty area assessment(s) and pedagogical assessment, 

4.09.4 Successfully complete a background check through the Arkansas State 

Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation as required by Ark. Code 

Ann.§ 6-17-410. 

 



 

ADE 160-6 

                                                                                                               Draft proposal for State Board of Education 

                                                                February 2007 

 

5.0 GENERAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO AN INITIAL 

TEACHING LICENSE 

 

5.01 The Initial Arkansas teaching license: 

 

5.01.1 is valid for no less than one and no more than three years, 

5.01.2 expires three years from the effective date, unless requirements for a 

Standard license are met. 

5.01.3 requires that all Novice Teachers participate in Induction. 

 

5.02 Additional areas and levels of licensure may be added to the Initial Arkansas 

teaching license. 

 

5.03 The beginning and expiration dates of an Initial teaching license shall not change 

upon adding additional licensure areas or advanced degrees 

 

5.04 The grade level and license/teaching area are reflected on the Initial Teaching 

license. 

 

5.05 The degree area a teaching license is based upon shall be reflected on the Initial 

teaching license. 

 

5.06 Advanced degrees shall not be reflected on the Initial teaching license unless that 

degree is designated on the official transcript as an education degree, is from a 

regionally and/or accredited college or university and NCATE accredited or State 

approved, college or university teacher preparation program, and is in an area and 

level of licensure as approved by the State Board of Education. 

 

5.07 Teachers who hold an Initial teaching license shall complete induction while 

teaching primarily in the general education area of licensure. 

 

5.07.1 Upon successful completion of induction, the candidate shall be awarded 

a standard license for all general education and endorsement areas 

reflected on the initial teaching license. 

 

5.08 Candidates receiving Initial, concurrent licensure in a general education area and 

the endorsement area of coaching shall complete Induction in the general education 

area.  Coaching shall not be the primary area of teaching during induction. 

 

5.09 The Initial Arkansas teaching license shall become effective upon date of issue.   

The Initial license shall expire three years from the effective date as reflected on 

the Initial teaching license. 
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5.10 Teachers holding an Initial teaching license, who have not been employed as 

teacher-of-record for up to three years (and have therefore not successfully 

completed Induction) may re-apply for the three-year Initial teaching license 

through the office of Professional Licensure. 

 

5.11  A teacher shall have three years while employed as teacher of record to Initial 

teaching license shall become null and void and shall not be renewed at such time 

as the teacher has been employed as teacher-of-record for three years and has not 

successfully completed Induction (mentoring and Praxis III-Performance 

assessment) and convert the three-year initial teaching license to the standard five-

year teaching license. 

 

5.12 Teachers that were employed for three years as teacher of record while holding an 

initial teaching license and did not successfully complete Induction, shall be 

eligible for a one-time, non-renewable, One-Semester Permit upon meeting the 

following requirements: 

                

                       15.12.1 The teacher shall submit an application for the One-Semester Permit. 

 

5.12.1.1 The initial teaching license shall not have been expired longer 

than two years at the time of application. 

 

5.12.1.2 The teacher shall provide verification of having been employed 

as the teacher of record for three years 

 

5.12.1.3 The application shall not be processed when received later than 

the registration deadline for the Praxis III-Performance 

Assessment for either the Fall or Spring Semester. 

 

5.12.1.4 The teacher shall be employed as teacher of record in a P-12 

classroom. 

 

5.12.1.5 The teacher shall pay the current fee that covers the cost of the 

Praxis III Performance Assessment. 

 

5.13 Teachers employed under the One-Semester Permit, shall not be deemed Highly 

Qualified for the semester employed. 

 

5.14 The One-Semester Permit shall be effective for only the Fall or Spring semester of 

the school year issued. A teacher who is not successful at the performance 

assessment during this permit time will not be allowed another opportunity, which 

will result in the permanent loss of licensure. 

 

 

6.0 REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING A STANDARD TEACHING LICENSE 
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6.01 There are two routes for obtaining a Standard teaching license.  These are: 

 

6.01.1 converting an Initial license by completing all Induction requirements, 

6.01.2 converting an out-of-state or out-of-country license through reciprocity. 

 

6.02 Professional Licensure will issue the Standard teaching license upon receiving 

official documentation of: 

 

6.02.1 the successful completion of Induction, or 

6.02.2 completion of requirements for Standard licensure through reciprocity. 

 

6.01  Requirements for a Standard teaching license are: 

 

6.01.1 transcripts reflecting a Bachelor=s Degree (Master=s Degree when 

required) from a regionally accredited college/university and/or NCATE 

accredited college or university, approved teacher preparation program. 

 

6.01.2 passing the required basic skills assessment (all parts), 

 

6.01.3 passing the required content area assessment(s) for the specific licensure 

area and level sought, 

 

6.01.4 passing the required pedagogical assessment(s), 

 

6.01.5 passing the required successful completion of the Induction program 

including mentoring and performance assessment, and 

 

6.01.6 passing a background check by the Arkansas State Police and the Federal 

Bureau of  Investigation as required by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410. 

 

6.02 Candidates for a Standard teaching license in the areas of Early Childhood 

Education (P-4), both Middle School integrated areas (4-8) or Secondary Social 

Studies (7-12) must have completed a three-credit-hour course in Arkansas History. 

 

6.03 Candidates for a Standard license in the Non-Instructional Student Service areas of 

School Psychology Specialist or Speech Language Pathologist shall have 

completed a Master=s Degree in the respective area and the State Board required 

assessment(s). 

 

6.03.1 A standard teaching area may be added by completing a program of study 

including an internship in the teaching area, the required basic skills 

assessment, the induction program with the performance assessment, the 

required specialty area exam and the required pedagogical assessment. 
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6.03.2 A standard teaching area as identified in the areas and levels of licensure, 

as approved by the State Board of Education, shall be required to add 

additional licensure areas, endorsements, and areas of educational 

administration. 

 

6.04 Candidates who completed an Arkansas teacher preparation program prior to 

January 1, 2002, who never licensed, (when it has been five years or less since 

program completion) shall meet the requirements for Standard licensure, including: 

 

6.04.1 Submit documentation of having successfully completed the pedagogical 

and specialty area assessment(s) that were required at the time of 

completion of the teacher education program. 

6.04.1.1 For those assessment(s) that were not successfully 

completed, the applicant shall successfully complete the current 

required assessment(s) for all areas and levels of licensure sought. 

6.04.2 Successfully complete a current background check through the Arkansas 

State Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation as required by Ark. 

Code Ann.§ 6-17-410. 

 

 

7.0 GENERAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES RELATING TO A STANDARD 

TEACHING LICENSE 

 

7.01 The Standard Arkansas teaching license shall be issued only for those areas and 

levels of licensure that have been approved by the State Board of Education. 

 

7.02 The Standard Arkansas teaching license shall be a renewable teaching license, 

valid for a period of five years. 

 

7.03 The Standard Arkansas teaching license shall become effective January 1 of the 

year it is issued, and shall expire December 31 of the fifth year. 

 

7.04 The Standard license will reflect all general education and endorsement areas 

reflected on the Initial teaching license. 

 

7.05 Additional areas and levels of licensure may be added to the Standard Arkansas 

teaching license. 

 

7.06 The beginning and expiration dates of a Standard teaching license shall not change 

upon adding additional licensure areas or advanced degrees. 

 

7.07 The degree a teaching license is based upon shall be reflected on the Standard 

teaching license. 
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7.08 Advanced degrees shall not be reflected on the Standard teaching license unless 

that degree is designated on the official transcript as an education degree, is from a 

regionally accredited college/university and/or NCATE approved teacher 

education program accredited college or university, and is in an area and level of 

licensure as approved by the State Board of Education. 

 

7.09 Teachers holding a Standard teaching license in Adult Education shall be eligible 

to add additional licensure areas by completing a program of study and the 

required content area assessment(s). 

 

7.09   Teachers with less than one-year of teaching experience who hold a Standard 

license (or Provisional teaching license through reciprocity) shall participate in the 

Mentoring component of Induction in their first year as the teacher-of-record. 

 

7.09.1 The performance assessment is not required of these individuals. 

 

 

8.0 REQUIREMENTS FOR OBTAINING A PROVISIONAL TEACHING LICENSE 

 

8.01 A one-year (1084) non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be available 

for graduates of an Arkansas teacher preparation program who have not completed 

the following requirements: 

 

8.01.1 All required subject-specific and pedagogical Assessments, and/or 

8.01.2 A three-credit-hour Arkansas History course when required. 

 

8.02 A one-year (1084) non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be issued upon 

providing the following documentation. 

 

8.02.1 A completed application reflecting completion of an approved teacher 

preparation program from an Arkansas college or university, 

 

8.02.2 Official transcripts reflecting the completion of a Bachelor’s Degree 

(Masters Degree when required), 

 

8.02.3 Successful completion of both parts of the required background checks  

(Arkansas State Police and Federal Bureau of Investigation), 

 

8.02.4 Score report reflecting successful completion of the state required basic  

skills assessment (all parts), and 

 

8.02.5 Proof of employment on the verification of provisional licensure  

eligibility form indicating employing school district and hire date. 
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8.03 A one-year (1085) non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be available to 

out-of-state or out-of-country applicants who have completed a teacher preparation 

 program but have not licensed. 

 

8.04 A one-year (1085) non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be issued upon 

providing the following documentation. 

 

 

8.04.1 A completed application for licensure. 

8.04.2 Official transcripts reflecting the completion of a Bachelor’s Degree  

(Master’s Degree where required) from a regionally and/or NCATE 

accredited out-of-state or out-of country teacher preparation program. 

8.04.3 Successful completion of both parts of the required background checks   

(Arkansas State Police and Federal Bureau of Investigation). 

8.04.4 Out-of-county applicants shall present documentation of transcript  

evaluation by an independent evaluation agency in the United States.  

The transcript evaluation must document that the out-of-county degree is 

equivalent to a Bachelor’s Degree or higher from a regionally accredited 

college or university in the United States, is an education degree and the 

major area of concentration. 

8.04.5 Proof of employment on the verification of provisional licensure   

eligibility form indicating employing school district and hire date. 

 

8.05 A one-year (1282) renewable (two times) provisional teaching license shall be  

available to out-of-state or out-of-country applicants who have: 

 

8.05.1 completed a teacher preparation program but did not license, and 

8.05.2 have a licensure area(s) that is not compatible with an Arkansas licensure 

  area(s). 

 

8.06 A one-year (1282) renewable (two times) provisional teaching license shall be 

issued upon providing the following documentation. 

 

8.06.1 A completed application for licensure. 

8.06.2 Official transcripts reflecting the completion of a Bachelor’s Degree 

(Master’s Degree where required) from a regionally and/or NCATE 

accredited out-of-state or out-of-country teacher preparation program. 

8.06.3 Successful completion of both parts of the required background checks  

(Arkansas State Police and Federal Bureau of Investigation). 

8.06.4 Proof of employment on the verification of provisional licensure 

eligibility form indicating employing school district and hire date. 

8.06.5 Out-of-county applicants shall present documentation of transcript  

evaluation by an independent evaluation agency in the United States.  

The transcript evaluation must document that the out-of-county degree is 

equivalent to a Bachelor’s Degree or higher from a regionally accredited 
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college or university in the U.S., is an education degree, and reflects the 

major area of concentration. 

 

9.0 REQUIREMENTS FOR CONVERTING A PROVISIONAL TEACHING LICENSE 

TO AN INITIAL TEACHING LICENSE 

 

9.01 The one-year (1084) non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be  

converted to the three-year Initial teaching license when the following  

documentation has been submitted: 

 

9.01.1 A completed application for licensure requesting conversion of the  

provisional license 

 

9.01.2 Score reports reflecting successful completion of the required 

assessment(s), and/or 

 

9.01.3 Official transcript reflecting the successful completion of a three-credit-

hour Arkansas History course when required. 

 

9.02 The one-year (1085) non-renewable provisional teaching license shall be converted 

to the three-year Initial teaching license when the following documentation has 

been submitted. 

 

9.02.1 A completed application for licensure requesting the conversion of the  

provisional license. 

9.02.2 Score reports reflecting successful completion of the required basic skills 

assessment (all parts), specialty area assessment(s) and pedagogical 

assessment. 

9.02.3 Official transcript reflecting the successful completion of a three-credit-

hour Arkansas History course when required. 

 

9.03 The one-year (1282) renewable provisional teaching license shall be converted to 

the three-year Initial teaching license when the following documentation has been 

submitted: 

 

9.03.1 A completed application for licensure requesting conversion of the   

provisional to the three-year Initial teaching license 

9.03.2 Official transcript reflecting successful completion of a three-credit-hour 

Arkansas History course when required 

9.03.3 Score report reflecting successful completion of state required content   

assessment(s) and pedagogical assessment and basic skills assessment 

when required 

9.03.4 Official transcript and documentation of successful completion of a 

Program of Study when required. 
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10.0 RULES  PERTAINING TO NOVICE TEACHER INDUCTION 

 

10.01 All Novice Teachers employed as teacher-of-record in an Arkansas public school 

or agency shall participate in Induction for no less than one year and no more than 

three years. 

 

10.02 Induction includes: 

 

10.02.1 mentoring, and support and focused feed back provided to a novice 

teacher by and experienced trained mentor, with the goal of increased 

novice teacher retention, professional development, and enhancement of 

instructional skills and competency 

 

10.02.2 successful completion of the state mandated performance assessment. 

 

10.03 All Arkansas School Districts shall complete and submit the ADE required District 

Mentoring Plan Signature and Assurances form to the office of Professional 

Quality Enhancement The School District Induction Assurances Form is to be 

submitted to the Office of Teacher Quality at the Arkansas Department of 

Education no later than September 15 of each year. 

 

10.04 All Arkansas public schools or agencies who employ any a novice teacher as a 

licensed teacher-of-record shall: 

 

10.04.1 register all novice teachers in their employ and their mentors with the 

office of    Professional Quality Enhancement Office of Teacher Quality  

using the required form Induction Pairing Form no later than September 

15
th

 of each year, 

 

10.04.2 assign to the novice teacher a mentor teacher who is located in the same 

building, and who, as much as possible, has a compatible background in 

level of licensure, is trained and certified in the state adopted mentoring 

model, and has at least three (3) years of successful teaching experience, 

 

10.04.2.1Districts shall contact The Mentoring the Induction 

Program Advisor in the office of Professional Quality 

Enhancement Office of Teacher Quality for consideration 

of any will consider exceptions to these requirements for 

approval on an individual basis. 

 

10.04.2.1.1 Districts shall submit written requests for such 

waivers on district letterhead.  The District 

Superintendent must submit waiver requests with an 

explanation of the reasons for such a request. 
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10.04.3 assign the mentor to the novice teacher within three weeks of the novice 

teacher’s hire date of the Novice Teacher, first contract day of the school 

year, 

 

10.04.4 assign only one novice teacher per mentor teacher unless the mentor is 

given released time from other contract duties (the equivalent of one 

instructional period per additional novice teacher assigned to a single 

mentor) to accommodate the additional mentoring responsibility, as 

approved by the Induction Program Advisor. 

 

 

10.04.5 contact the Induction Program Advisor and  provide information on the  

Induction Project Director that has been appointed by the school district 

no later than  August 1 of each year, appoint an Induction Project 

Director at the school district by August 1 of each year, who will act as 

the liaison for the program to ADE. 

 

10.04.5.1 Project Directors are responsible for coordinating mentor 

assignments, oversight of mentoring funding appropriations 

and the district mentoring plan, approval of appropriate 

professional development expenditures for the novice teacher, 

and all written and fiscal reporting and communications to the 

ADE, 

 

10.04.6 release mentors, novice teachers, and/or the Induction Project Director 

from the district to attend any mandatory statewide orientation or 

informational meetings held by the ADE, 

 

10.04.7 notify the ADE, office Professional Quality Enhancement Office of 

Teacher Quality within 15 days of any personnel changes that might 

affect annual mentoring budget allocations (such as hiring of a novice 

teacher midyear, or a novice teacher resigning midyear and being 

replaced by an experienced teacher for whom mentoring is not 

appropriate),  

 

10.04.8 submit the end-of-year report End-of-Year Budget Report Form, 

reflecting Induction expenditures, no later than June 30
th

 each year. 

 

10.05 For the teacher to be eligible for the Standard Arkansas Teaching license, 

Induction shall be completed by the teacher within three years, while the teacher 

employed as teacher of record, for the teacher to be eligible for the Standard 

Arkansas teaching license. 
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10.06 Novice teachers become eligible to participate in the state-mandated performance 

assessment after a minimum of six months employed and mentored as teacher-of-

record. 

 

10.06.1 To take the performance assessment candidates shall notify the office of 

Professional Quality Enhancement Office of Teacher Quality by 

following current standard application procedures. 

 

10.07 All Arkansas School Districts shall implement, support, and monitor the quality of 

mentoring as outlined in ADE Induction Guidelines and the district’s approved 

plan for mentoring. 

 

10.07.1 Implementation of the district mentoring plan shall include 

10.07.1.1 selecting mentor candidates according to the Arkansas Mentor 

Qualifications form 

 

10.07.1.2 providing a trained  certified mentor for each novice teacher. 

 

10.07.2 Support includes: 

 

10.07.2.1 providing a minimum of 2 hours every two weeks of released 

time (on average) during the contract day for the mentor and 

novice teacher to work together, 

 

10.07.2.2 assisting the novice and mentor to schedule focused 

observations and professional development activities, and 

 

10.07.2.3 providing activities for mentors and novice teachers, which 

engage them in collaborative dialogue, problem solving, and 

professional development. 

 

10.07.3 Monitoring of the quality of the district program is achieved by: 

 

10.07.3.1  review of the Mentor/Novice Teacher Mentoring Log and the 

Novice Teacher’s Professional Growth and Development Plan 

required mentor documentation by the district Project Director. 

Required mentoring documentation shall be collected by the 

district Project Director and reviewed. 

 

10.07.3.2 A trained monitor who is sent from the ADE who interviews 

the Project director and novice teacher-mentor pair 

 

10.07.4 All other mentoring documents are the sole possession of the novice 

teacher and shall not be utilized for employment decisions or 
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employment evaluation decisions shall be collected by the Project 

Director. 

 

10.07.4.1 The intent is to protect mentors from any legal responsibilities 

or repercussions associated with employment decisions and 

also to protect the integrity of the mentor/novice teacher 

relationship At the end of the school year the Professional 

Growth Plan and Observation forms would become the sole 

possession of the novice teacher and shall not be utilized for 

employment decisions or employment evaluation decisions. 

 

10.08 Mentoring observational information shall not be shared with the novice teacher’s 

employer or utilized in any way for employment decisions unless students are at 

risk, either physically or emotionally. 

 

10.09 School districts shall distribute any associated mentoring support funding within 

the parameters established by the Arkansas Department of Education. 

 

10.10 Mentor teachers shall perform a minimum of three (3) formal classroom 

observations per school year for novice teachers and provide feedback focused on 

increased professional growth. 

 

10.10.1 All observations, both formal and informal, shall be noted on forms 

designated by the Arkansas Department of Education. 

 

10.11 Materials purchased by the novice with mentoring funding Mentoring allocations 

for the novice teachers shall follow the novice teacher to a new teaching 

assignment if the novice teacher continues teaching in an Arkansas public school. 

 

10.11.1 If the novice teacher chooses to teach in a non-public school, leave the 

profession of teaching, or teach out of the state of Arkansas, materials 

bought with state mentoring allocations shall remain in the public school 

district in which the novice teacher was last employed. 

 

10.12 Performance Assessment- The School Districts:  

10.12.1 School districts shall provide released time for the novice teacher to 

participate in the performance assessment for Standard licensure. 

 

10.12.2 School districts shall provide released time for Assessors from the 

district to attend mandatory statewide meetings required by the Arkansas 

Department of Education. 

 

10.12.3 School districts shall provide released time for Assessors from the 

district to conduct a minimum of two performance assessments per 

semester. 
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10.12.4 School districts cannot dictate when the novice teacher takes the 

performance assessment 

 

10.12.5 May not use the performance assessment results cannot be used for 

contract renewal or dismissal purposes, 

 

10.13   A Novice Teacher:  

 

           10.13.1 A novice teacher applying for the performance assessment must 

teach in Arkansas public or private school during the initial 

licensure period in grades P-12 

 

10.13.2Teachers in distance learning labs will follow the protocol for 

distance learning lab observations. 

 

10.13.3 During the assessment the novice teacher must teach a class or 

small group of students without any other licensed teacher present 

(except the Assessor) 

 

10.13.4 An instructional aide (non teacher-licensed) may be May have an 

instructional aid (non teacher-license) present in the room if he or 

she is normally scheduled to be present and does not contribute to 

class discipline. 

 

10.13.5 Any novice teacher who is unsuccessful in the performance 

assessment will automatically be assigned a highly trained mentor 

and will receive mentoring with financial support for another year. 

 

10.13.6A novice teacher may re-take the performance assessment each 

semester if, the mentors agrees to readiness, until the three- year 

license expires. 

 

10.13.7 The Office of Teacher Quality with the Arkansas Department of 

Education will fund the first two attempts to pass Praxis III, any 

remaining attempts will be paid for by the Novice Teacher. 

 

10.13.8 The novice teacher will receive copies of the assessment summary 

statements for remediation use and the Superintendent receives the 

scores by domain. 

 

10.13.9If a novice whose teacher’s Initial license expires prior to passing 

the performance assessment may apply through the Office of 

Professional Licensure for a one-semester permit. (See Section 

5.12) 
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10.13     School districts shall provide released time for the novice teacher to 

participate in the performance assessment for Standard licensure 

 

10.14 School districts shall release Assessors from the district to attend mandatory 

statewide meetings required by the Arkansas Department of Education. 

 

10.15 School districts that do not comply with these rules shall be placed in 

accredited-cited status for licensure deficiencies.  Licensure deficiencies for 

these purposes are defined as: 

 

10.15.1failure to submit and implement an approved district mentoring 

plan, 

 

10.15.2 failure to register all novice teachers with the office of 

Professional Quality Enhancement Office of Teacher Quality 

and/or 

 

10.15.3 failure to comply with established guidelines for assignment, 

support, and monitoring of mentor teachers and novice teachers. 

 

10.15.4 Failure to submit all appropriate documentation 

 

 

11 GENERAL POLICIES PERTAINING TO ALL LICENSES 

 

11.15 Teachers who need a duplicate Arkansas teaching license must submit a 

completed application form (indicating “duplicate”) to the office of 

Professional Licensure. 

 

11.15.1A duplicate license will be issued only for a license that is 

current. 

 

11.16 All information and documentation submitted for an Arkansas teaching 

license must be accurate, authentic, and unaltered. 

11.16.1Any license issued as a result of a violation of the above-

mentioned will be null and void. 

 

11.17 The office of Professional Licensure, as authorized by the State Board of 

Education, reserves the right to amend and/or rescind any Arkansas Teaching 

License that has been issued in error. 

 


