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Reports

Chair's Report

Presenter: Brenda Gullett

Commissioner's Report

Presenter: Dr. Tom Kimbrell

Update on Common Core State Standards, PARCC and School Improvement

This information is provided to keep the State Board of Education apprised of the Department's work activities
associated with college and career readiness and school improvement.

Presenter: Dr. Megan Witonski

Consent Agenda
Minutes - June 10, 2013

Presenter: Deborah Coffman

Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on the
Execution of the Implementation Plan

By the Court Order of December 1, 1993, the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) is required to file a monthly
Project Management Tool (PMT) to the court and the parties to assure its commitment to the Desegregation Plan. This
report describes the progress the ADE has made since March 15, 1994, in complying with the provisions of the
Implementation Plan (Plan) and itemizes the ADE's progress against the timelines presented in the Plan. The July
report summarizes the PMT for June.

Presenter: John Hoy and Willie Morris
Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations

The applicant data from this information is used to compile the Applicant Flow Chart forms for the Affirmative Action
Report, which demonstrates the composition of applicants through the selecting, hiring, promoting and terminating
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process.

Presenter: Dr. Karen Walters and Clemetta Hood

Consideration of Voluntary Surrender of Arkansas Educator’s License — Sandra
Leigh Broberg (Lee)

Sandra Broberg surrendered her teaching license as evidenced by her signed consent form. Arkansas law does not
provide for the mere surrender of a license. As a result, the Board’s acceptance of the surrender of his license will
result in its permanent revocation.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Suspension of Educator License for One (1) Year and a Fine of $100 for
Case #13-012 — Anita Cooper

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending suspension of the educator
license of Anita Cooper for one (1) year and a fine of $100 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a
professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom; Standard 2: An educator maintains
competence regarding skills, knowledge, and dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter,
and/or pedagogical practice; and Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills reporting obligations associated with
professional practices.

Ms. Cooper was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular mail
dated, May 20, 2013, and accepted the recommendation of the Ethics Subcommittee.

Presenter: Mike Smith
Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards

Board for a Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 for Case #13-016 — Jerry Louis
Thompson

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand to Jerry
Thompson and a fine of $50 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each
student, both in and outside the classroom.

Mr. Thompson was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular
mail dated April 25, 2013, but failed to respond. The timeline for any hearing has now passed.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for a Written Warning for Case #13-022 — Ronnie Joe Stratmoen

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending a written warning to Ronnie
Stratmoen for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in and
outside the classroom.

Mr. Stratmoen was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular
mail dated April 25, 2013, but failed to respond. The timeline for any hearing has now passed.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Suspension of Educator License for Two (2) Years and a Fine of $100 for
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Case #13-033 — Jerry Louis Thompson

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending suspension of the educator
license of Jerry Thompson for two (2) years and a fine of $100 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a
professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom; Standard 2: An educator maintains
competence regarding skills, knowledge, and dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter,
and/or pedagogical practice; and Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills reporting obligations associated with
professional practices.

Mr. Thompson was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular
mail dated April 25, 2013, but failed to respond. The timeline for any hearing has now passed.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Probation of Educator License for One (1) Year and a Fine of $75 for
Case #13-043 — Rosie L. Slaughter

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending probation of the educator
license of Rosie Slaughter for one (1) year and a fine of $75 for violation of Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills
reporting obligations associated with professional practices.

Ms. Slaughter was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular
mail dated April 26, 2013, and accepted the recommendation of the Ethics Subcommittee.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Probation of Educator License for One (1) Year and a Fine of $75 for
Case #13-054 — Renee Jean Elliott

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending probation of the educator
license of Renee Elliott for one (1) year and a fine of $75 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a
professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom.

Ms. Elliott was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular mail
dated April 29, 2013, but failed to respond. The timeline for any hearing has now passed.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board a Written Warning for Case #13-059 — Paula Sue Pate-Muncy

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending a written warning to Paula
Pate-Muncy for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in
and outside the classroom.

Ms. Pate- Muncy was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and
regular mail dated April 29, 2013, and accepted the recommendation of the Ethics Sub-committee.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Probation of Educator License for One (1) Year and a Fine of $75 for
Case #13-066 — Elizabeth Diana Newlun
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The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending probation of the educator
license of Elizabeth Newlun for one (1) year and a fine of $75 for violation of Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills
reporting obligations associated with professional practices and Standard 4: An educator entrusted with public funds
and property honors that trust with honest, responsible stewardship.

Ms. Newlun was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular mail
dated April 29, 2013, but failed to respond. The timeline for any hearing has now passed.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for a Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 for Case #13-073 — LaSonya
Denise Clary

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand to
LaSonya Clary and a fine of $50 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with
each student, both in and outside the classroom.

Ms. Clary was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular mail
dated, April 29, 2013, and accepted the recommendation of the Ethics Subcommittee.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for a Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 for Case #13-074 — Timothy Lee
Fulks

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand to
Timothy Fulks and a fine of $50 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each
student, both in and outside the classroom.

Mr. Fulks was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular mail
dated, April 29, 2013, and accepted the recommendation of the Ethics Subcommittee.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Permanent Revocation of the Educator License for Case #13-077 — Renee
Jean Elliott

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending permanent revocation of the
educator license of Renee Elliott for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with
each student, both in and outside the classroom; Standard 2: An educator maintains competence regarding skKills,
knowledge, and dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter, and/or pedagogical practice; and
Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills reporting obligations associated with professional practices.

Ms. Elliott was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular mail
dated April 29, 2013, but failed to respond. The timeline for any hearing has now passed.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Probation of Educator License for Two (2) Years and a Fine of $75 for
Case #13-078 — Jason Scott Shepherd
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The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending probation of the educator
license of Jason Shepherd for two (2) years and a fine of $75 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a
professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom and Standard 4: An educator entrusted
with public funds and property honors that trust with honest, responsible stewardship.

Mr. Shepherd was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular
mail dated, April 29, 2013, and accepted the recommendation of the Ethics Subcommittee.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for a Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 for Case #13-081 — Heidi Leigh
Brewington

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand to Heidi
Brewington and a fine of $50 for violation of Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills reporting obligations associated
with professional practices and Standard 4: An educator entrusted with public funds and property honors that trust with
honest, responsible stewardship.

Ms. Brewington was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular
mail dated April 29, 2013, but failed to respond. The timeline for any hearing has now passed.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Probation of Educator License for One (1) Year and a Fine of $75 for
Case #13-083 — Lori Janee Rice

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending probation of the educator
license of Lori Rice for one (1) year and a fine of $75 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional
relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom.

Ms. Rice was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular mail
dated April 30, 2013, but failed to respond. The timeline for any hearing has now passed.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for a Written Reprimand and a Fine of $50 for Case #13-087 Dean Richard
Livingston

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending a written reprimand to Dean
Livingston and a fine of $50 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each
student, both in and outside the classroom.

Mr. Livingston was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular
mail dated, May 21, 2013, and accepted the recommendation of the Ethics Subcommittee.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Probation of Educator License for Two (2) Years and a Fine of $75 for
Case #13-095 — Mary Beth Stivers

The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is recommending probation of the educator



A-2

A-5

A-6

license of Mary Beth Stivers for two (2) years and a fine of $75 for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains a
professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom; Standard 2: An educator maintains
competence regarding skills, knowledge, and dispositions relating to his/her organizational position, subject matter,
and/or pedagogical practice; and Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills reporting obligations associated with
professional practices.

Ms. Stivers was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified and regular mail
dated May 21, 2013, and accepted the recommendation of the Ethics Subcommittee.

Presenter: Mike Smith

Action Agenda
Consideration of Arkansas Better Chance 2013-2014 Grants

The Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education respectfully requests the approval of the attached grants for
the 2013-2014 program year.

Presenter: Paige Cox

Consideration of Petition for Detachment — Jacksonville Community Group

Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1501 et seq., members of the Jacksonville Community seek permission from the
State Board of Education to create a new school district by detaching territory from the Pulaski County Special School
District.

Presenter: Members of the Jacksonville Community Group

Consideration of Appeal from Denial of School Choice Application — Goodall

Pursuant to Act 1227 of 2013 and the Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public
School Choice Act of 2013, Mr. George Rozzell, on behalf of the Goodall Family, filed an appeal of the decision of the
Palestine-Wheatley School District to deny the school choice applications of A. Goodall (5); E. Goodall (8); A. Goodall
(9); and A. Goodall (11).

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration of Appeal from Denial of School Choice Application — Harbin

Pursuant to Act 1227 of 2013 and the Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public
School Choice Act of 2013, John and Carrie Harbin filed an appeal of the decision of the Palestine-Wheatley School
District to deny the school choice application of T. Harbin and S. Harbin.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration of Appeal from Denial of School Choice Application — Jackson

Pursuant to Act 1227 of 2013 and the Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public
School Choice Act of 2013, Cody and Cory Jackson filed an appeal of the decision of the Palestine-Wheatley School
District to deny the school choice application of T. Jackson.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration of Appeal from Denial of School Choice Application — Moffett

Pursuant to Act 1227 of 2013 and the Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public
School Choice Act of 2013, Ms. Amanda Moffett filed an appeal of the decision of the Palestine-Wheatley School
District to deny the school choice application of J. Moffett.
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Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration of Appeal from Denial of School Choice Application — Scaife-Hardin

Pursuant to Act 1227 of 2013 and the Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public
School Choice Act of 2013, Ms. Tonja Scaife-Hardin filed an appeal of the decision of the Palestine-Wheatley School
District to deny the school choice application of E. Wilkins.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration of Appeal from Denial of School Choice Application — White

Pursuant to Act 1227 of 2013 and the Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public
School Choice Act of 2013, Ms. Stephanie White filed an appeal of the decision of the Palestine-Wheatley School
District to deny the school choice application of J. White.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Hearing on the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards Board
for a Written Reprimand for Case # 13-007 — Cynda Bellamy

Cynda Bellamy is a licensed educator. The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Subcommittee on Ethics is
recommending a written reprimand and a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) for violation of Standard 1: An educator maintains
a professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom; and Standard 6: An educator keeps
in confidence information about students and colleagues obtained in the course of professional service, including
secure standardized test materials and results, unless disclosure serves a professional purpose or is allowed or
required by law.

Ms. Bellamy was notified of the Professional Licensure Standards Board’s recommendation by certified mail and
regular mail dated November 16, 2012. Ms. Bellamy made a timely request and on January 11, 2013, received an
evidentiary hearing before the Subcommittee on Ethics. On February 18, 2013, Ms. Bellamy requested a hearing
before the State Board. Ms. Bellamy is represented by Lucien Gillham.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart

PLSB Hearing — Request for Consolidated Hearing for Case 12-145 — Veda Ann
Struble and Case 12-146 — Teresa Dee Keiter for a Written Reprimand and Fine of
$50

These cases have been consolidated at the consent of the educators and their attorneys. Dee Keiter is represented by
Mike Bearden. Vada Struble is represented by James Harris. The PLSB Ethics Subcommittee conducted an
evidentiary hearing and subsequently recommended written warnings and a $50 fine to each educator for violations of
Standards 1 and 3.

Standard 1: An educator maintains a professional relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom.
The Ethics Subcommittee found that Ms. Keiter and Ms. Struble violated standard 1 by failing to maintain a professional
relationship with each student, both in and outside the classroom. Both failed to take necessary steps to protect a
student who had reported that she was being sexually abused by her grandfather, including failure to make the
mandated report to the proper authorities and disclosure of information in a letter written by the student reporting the
abuse to the student’s grandmother.

Standard 3: An educator honestly fulfills reporting obligations associated with professional practices. The Ethics
Subcommittee found that Ms. Keiter and Ms. Struble violated standard 3 by failing to honestly fulfill reporting obligations
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associated with professional practices, in that they, as mandated reporters under Arkansas state law, did not report the
suspected abuse to the proper authorities.

Presenter: ADE/PLSB Staff

Hearing on Waiver Request for Teacher’s License — Robert Jason Camden

Robert Jason Camden has requested a waiver of the grounds for denial of his application for a teaching license. The
State Board shall not issue a first-time license nor renew an existing license and shall revoke any existing license not
up for renewal of a person who has pled guilty or nolo contendere to or has been found guilty of a disqualifying offense
listed in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(c). Mr. Camden was convicted of felony theft of property in Arkansas in 2000. Mr.
Camden represents himself.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart

Hearing on Waiver Request for Teacher’s License — John Fitzgerald Madlock

John Fitzgerald Madlock has requested a waiver of the grounds for denial of his application for a teaching license. The
State Board shall not issue a first-time license nor renew an existing license and shall revoke any existing license not
up for renewal of a person who has pled guilty or nolo contendere to or has been found guilty of a disqualifying offense
listed in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(c). In 1982 and 1983, Mr. Madlock was convicted in Wisconsin of robbery-strong
arm and robbery-party to a crime, both felonies in Wisconsin, and both similar to offenses enumerated under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-17-410(c)(30) and (26), respectively. Mr. Madlock represents himself.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Suspension of License for Nonpayment of Fine in Case # T12-011, Debra
Ann Cowart

Debra Ann Cowart is a licensed educator. On October 8, 2012, the State Board placed Debra Ann Cowart’s license on
probation for one (1) year and assessed a fine of $50 in this case. The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s
Ethics Subcommittee is recommending the suspension of the teaching license of Debra Ann Cowart for failure to pay
the $50 fine assessed against her. The State Board may suspend an educator’s license for nonpayment of a fine or
failure to comply with sanctions imposed as the result of a violation of the Code of Ethics for Arkansas Educators until
the educator has complied in full with all applicable sanctions imposed, under the authority of the Arkansas
Administrative Procedures Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-217(d), and the Rules Governing the Code of Ethics for
Arkansas Educators.

Ms. Cowart was first notified of the fine on October 9, 2012. On May 24, 2013, Ms. Cowart was notified by certified
mail and regular mail that the fine remained unpaid and that the Professional Licensure Standards Board would
recommend that her license be suspended and not renewed until the fine is paid. Ms. Cowart has not responded or
paid the fine.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Suspension of License for Nonpayment of Fine in Case # 12-051, Kevin
Wayne Moore

Kevin Wayne Moore is a licensed educator. On October 8, 2012, the State Board issued a written reprimand to Kevin
Wayne Moore, and assessed a fine of $50 in this case. The Professional Licensure Standards Board’s Ethics
Subcommittee is recommending the suspension of the teaching license of Kevin Wayne Moore for failure to pay the
$50 fine assessed against him. The State Board may suspend an educator’s license for nonpayment of a fine or failure
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to comply with sanctions imposed as the result of a violation of the Code of Ethics for Arkansas Educators until the
educator has complied in full with all applicable sanctions imposed, under the authority of the Arkansas Administrative
Procedures Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-217(d), and the Rules Governing the Code of Ethics for Arkansas Educators.

Mr. Moore was first notified of the fine October 9, 2012. On May 24, 2013, Mr. Moore was notified by certified mail and
regular mail that the Professional Licensure Standards Board would recommend that his license be suspended and not
renewed until the fine is paid. Mr. Moore has not responded or paid the fine.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart

Consideration of the Recommendation of the Professional Licensure Standards
Board for Suspension of License for Nonpayment of Fine in Case # 12-072, Kim
Patrick Garner

Kim Patrick Garner is a licensed educator. On January 14, 2013, the State Board placed Kim Patrick Garner’s
teaching license on probation for one (1) year and assessed a fine of $75 in this case. The Professional Licensure
Standards Board’s Ethics Subcommittee is recommending the suspension of the teaching license of Kevin Patrick
Garner for failure to pay the $75 fine assessed against him. The State Board may suspend an educator’s license for
nonpayment of a fine or failure to comply with sanctions imposed as the result of a violation of the Code of Ethics for
Arkansas Educators until the educator has complied in full with all applicable sanctions imposed, under the authority of
the Arkansas Administrative Procedures Act, Ark. Code Ann. § 25-15-217(d), and the Rules Governing the Code of
Ethics for Arkansas Educators.

Mr. Garner was first notified of the fine January 15, 2013. On May 24, 2013, Mr. Garner was notified by certified mail
and regular mail that the Professional Licensure Standards Board would recommend that his license be suspended
and not renewed until the fine is paid. Mr. Garner has not responded or paid the fine.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart

Consideration for Approval: New Contracts for Charter Schools

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-104 requires a charter for a public charter school to be in the form of a written contract signed
by the Commissioner of Education and the chief operating officer of the public charter school. Consideration of
approval of revised contracts for open-enrollment and district conversion public charter schools is requested.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter and Mary Perry

Consider Recommendation for Praxis Test Updates on Middle School Subjects,
Elementary Education Multiple Subjects Tests, Secondary English, Secondary
Math and Secondary Pedagogy Tests

Recommendation of new Praxis assessments and appropriate cut scores are as follows:
1) Praxis Il Middle School Multiple Subjects Tests will be replaced with the following individual tests:

a. Praxis Il Middle School English Language Arts (5047) with a recommended cut score of 164 and an
effective date of September 1, 2013.

b. Praxis Il Middle School Mathematics (5169) with a recommended cut score of 165 and an effective
date of September 1, 2013.

c. Praxis Il Middle School Science (0439) with a recommended cut score of 146 an effective date of
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September 1, 2013.

d. Praxis Il Middle School Social Studies (5089) with a cut score of 149 and an effective date of
September 1, 2013.

2) Praxis Il Early Childhood: Content Knowledge #0522 will be replaced with an Elementary Education Multiple
Subjects Test (0531) with the following subtests:

a. Reading and Language Arts (5032) with a cut score of 165.
b. Mathematics (5033) with a cut score of 164.
c. Social Studies (5034) with a cut score of 155.
d. Science (5035) with a cut score of 159
The effective date for this multi-subject test is September 1, 2013.

3) Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT): Grades K-6 (0622/5622) with a cut score of 160 and an effective
date of September 1, 2013. There is no current Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) for Grades K-6.

4) Praxis Il English Language, Literature and Composition: Content and Analysis #0044/5044 will be replaced
with Praxis Il English Language Arts: Content and Analysis (56039) with a recommended cut score of 168 and
an effective date of September 1, 2014.

5) Praxis Il Mathematics: Content Knowledge #0061/5061 will be replaced with Praxis Il Mathematics: Content
Knowledge (5161) with a cut score of 160 and an effective date of September 1, 2014.

6) Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT): Grades 7-12 (0624/5624) that is currently available with a cut score
of 157 and an effective date of September 1, 2013 will replace the pedagogy tests in English Language,
Literature and Composition: Pedagogy #0043; Life Science: Pedagogy #0234; Mathematics: Pedagogy
#0065; and Physical Science: Pedagogy #0483 that are being discontinued.

Department staff recommends adopting the above Praxis tests and the effective dates as listed
above.

Presenter: Michael Rowland

Consideration for Public Comment: Proposed Revision of the Arkansas
Department of Education Rules Governing Special Education and Related Services

On February 14, 2013, amendments to § 300.154(d) of the federal regulations implementing the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) were published in the Federal Register. These amendments, which became effective
March 18, 2013, impose new and different requirements regarding consent and notice when billing Medicaid for health
services provided to students with disabilities by a local education agency (LEA). Amendment to the Arkansas
Department of Education (ADE) rules is necessary to achieve compliance with the new federal requirements. ADE
staff respectfully requests that the State Board approve the proposed rule for public comment.

Presenter: Courtney Salas-Ford

Consideration for Approval for Public Comment: Proposed District Conversion and
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Limited Public Charter School New Application

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-201 requires the State Board to adopt an application form for those wishing to apply to open a
district conversion or limited public charter school. Consideration of approval of this application form for public

comment is requested.

Presenter: Mary Perry

Consideration for Emergency Approval: District Conversion and Limited Public
Charter School New Application

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-201 requires the State Board to adopt an application form for those wishing to apply to open a
conversion public charter school. According to the schedule previously adopted by the State Board, letters of intent to
apply are due August 31 and applications for conversion charter schools are due October 31. Because of the short
amount of time until the due dates and changes to the application form, consideration of this application form on an
emergency basis is requested.

Presenter: Mary Perry

Consideration for Public Comment: Revisions to the Arkansas Department of
Education Rules Governing School District Educational Excellence Trust Funds

Acts 1138 and 1278 of 2013 amended Arkansas law related to Educational Excellence Trust Funds. Additionally, the
current version of the Arkansas Department of Education Rules Governing School District Educational Excellence Trust
Funds has not been revised since 1996. Accordingly, Department staff respectfully requests that the State Board
approve the proposed rules for public comment.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration for Public Comment: Proposed Rules Governing Educator
Licensure

The Department recommends changes to the Rules Governing Educator Licensure to implement Acts 413, 454, 455,
969, and 1073 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Arkansas General Assembly, to update the sections concerning
mentoring, and make corrections to Appendix A — Levels and Areas of Licensure. Accordingly, Department staff
respectfully requests that the State Board approve the proposed rules for public comment.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart and Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration for Final Approval: Proposed Rules Governing the Code of Ethics
for Arkansas Educators

The Professional Licensure Standards Board has adopted and recommends a reduction in the fee to receive a
standard license from $100 to $75 as reflected in the fee table in Appendix B. The fee table was also revised to
eliminate the three-year initial license and the advanced license, which are no longer issued by the Department. No
other substantive changes were made. The State Board released the proposed rules for public comment April 8, 2013.
A public hearing was held May 8, 3013. The public comment period expired May 13, 2013. Department staff received
public comments on the proposed rules and after careful consideration of the public comments, made no revision to the
proposed rules. The Department staff respectfully requests that the State Board give its final approval to the proposed
rules.

Presenter: Cheryl Reinhart and Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration for Final Approval: Arkansas Department of Education Rules
Governing the Arkansas Opportunity Public School Choice Act

Acts 600, 1227 and 1429 of 2013 significantly amended Arkansas law concerning Opportunity School Choice. Ark.
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Code Ann. § 6-18-227 authorizes the State Board of Education to promulgate rules to administer the requirements of
the Opportunity Public School Choice Act. The current rules should be replaced to be in accordance with more recent
enactments of the Arkansas General Assembly. The State Board of Education approved the proposed rules for public
comment May 13, 2013. A public hearing occurred on May 30, 2013. The public comment period expired June 21,
2013. The Arkansas Department of Education received public comments regarding these proposed rules and amended
the proposed rules accordingly. Arkansas Department of Education staff respectfully requests that the State Board of
Education grant final approval to the proposed rules as revised.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration for Final Approval: Arkansas Department of Education Rules
Governing the Public School Choice Act of 2013

Act 1227 of 2013 repealed Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-206 and replaced it with the Public School Choice Act of 2013. Act
1227 of 2013 authorizes the State Board of Education to promulgate rules to administer the requirements of the

Act. The State Board of Education approved the proposed rules for public comment May 13, 2013. A public hearing
occurred May 30, 2013. The public comment period expired June 21, 2013. The Arkansas Department of Education
received no public comments regarding these proposed rules. Accordingly, Arkansas Department of Education staff
respectfully requests that the State Board of Education grant final approval to the proposed rules.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration for Final Approval: Repeal of the Arkansas Department of Education
Rules Governing the Guidelines, Procedures and Enforcement of the Arkansas
Opportunity Public School Choice Act (December 12, 2011 version)

Acts 600, 1227 and 1429 of 2013 significantly amended Arkansas law concerning Opportunity School Choice. Ark.
Code Ann. § 6-18-227 authorizes the State Board of Education to promulgate rules to administer the requirements of
the Opportunity Public School Choice Act. The current rules should be replaced to be in accordance with more recent
enactments of the Arkansas General Assembly. The State Board of Education approved the proposed repeal for public
comment May 13, 2013. A public hearing occurred on May 30, 2013. The public comment period expired June 21,
2013. The Arkansas Department of Education received no public comments regarding these proposed

repeal. Accordingly, Arkansas Department of Education staff respectfully requests that the State Board of Education
grant final approval to the proposed repeal.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter

Consideration for Final Approval: Repeal of the Arkansas Department of Education
Rules Governing the Guidelines, Procedures, and Enforcement of the Arkansas
Public School Choice Act (October 2007 Version)

Act 1227 of 2013 repealed Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-206 and replaced it with the Public School Choice Act of 2013. Act
1227 of 2013 authorizes the State Board of Education to promulgate rules to administer the requirements of the

Act. Arkansas Department of Education staff respectfully requests that the State Board of Education repeal the current
rules because those rules were promulgated to implement a law (Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-206) that has been repealed
by the Arkansas General Assembly. The State Board of Education approved the proposed repeal for public comment
May 13, 2013. A public hearing occurred May 30, 2013. The public comment period expired June 21, 2013. The
Arkansas Department of Education received no public comments regarding these proposed repeal. Accordingly,
Arkansas Department of Education staff respectfully requests that the State Board of Education grant final approval to
the proposed repeal.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter



Minutes
State Board of Education Meeting
Monday, June 10, 2013

The State Board of Education met Monday, June 10, 2013, in the auditorium of the
Department of Education building. Jim Cooper, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9
a.m.

Present: Jim Cooper, Chair; Brenda Gullet, Vice Chair; Dr. Jay Barth; Joe Black; Sam
Ledbetter; Alice Mahony; Mireya Reith; Vicki Saviers; Dr. Tom Kimbrell,
Commissioner; and Kim Wilson, Teacher of the Year

Absent: Toyce Newton
Reports
Chair’s Report:

Ms. Mahony said the 2013 GLAMS (Girls Learning About Math and Science) Conference
was well attended by schools from five counties. In addition, the Covenant Keepers
Charter School in Little Rock was represented.

Ms. Reith acknowledged the schools in Springdale and Fayetteville for facilitating
collaborative learning among diverse student populations.

Commissioner’s Report

Commissioner Kimbrell expressed appreciation to Chairman Jim Cooper for excellence in
service on the State Board of Education and dedication to the students of Arkansas.

Dr. Kimbrell introduced Ali Weimer, Arkansas’s 2013 Teacher of the Year. Ms. Weimer is
a kindergarten teacher at Avondale Elementary in the Marion School District.

He recognized Kim Wilson, Arkansas’s 2012 Teacher of the Year, and acknowledged her
outstanding service and leadership over the past year.

Dr. Kimbrell acknowledged the retirement of Rich Nagel, Executive Director of the
Arkansas Education Association. He thanked Mr. Nagel for his service to the teachers of
Arkansas and for his friendship over the years.

Commissioner Kimbrell lauded the service of staff members Dr. Laura Bednar, Jared
Cleveland and Phyllis Stewart. Dr. Bednar, Assistant Commissioner of Learning Services,
will leave her post to become Deputy Superintendent in the Pulaski County Special
School District. Jared Cleveland, Assistant Commissioner of Fiscal and Administrative
Services, will be moving on to become Deputy Superintendent in the Springdale School
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District. Phyllis Stewart will leave her Chief of Staff assignment to join the Arkansas
School Boards Association as Chief of Staff.

Mike Hernandez, currently Superintendent in the Danville School District, was
introduced as Assistant Commissioner of Fiscal and Administrative Services effective
July 1.

Report from 2012 Teacher of the Year

In her summary of the year she spent representing Arkansas as Teacher of the Year,
Kim Wilson thanked the State Board and Commissioner Kimbrell for the many
opportunities she was provided to extend her professional learning. She said this
prestigious recognition program for teachers honored her profession and afforded her
experiences of a lifetime.

Informational Update on Common Core State Standards, PARCC and School
Improvement

Assistant Commissioner Dr. Laura Bednar said Commissioner Kimbrell and Melody
Morgan, Director of Assessment, would be attending PARCC's governing board meeting
June 26 and would probably have more information to report in July.

Dr. Bednar said the 2013 spring Benchmark results would likely show an
implementation dip. She said district and school leaders would need a clear and concise
communication plan to help parents and community leaders understand the transition
to Common Core State Standards and why the dip is a natural occurrence.

Consent Agenda

Ms. Mahony moved, seconded by Ms. Reith, approval of the consent agenda. The
motion carried unanimously.

Items included in the Consent Agenda:

e Minutes of the May 13, 2013, Board Meeting

e Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on
the Execution of the Implementation Plan

Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations

Waivers for Teachers Teaching Out of Area for Longer than 30 Days

Review of Loan and Bond Applications

Final Report Fiscally Year 2012-13 Summary of Activities for the Standards
Assurance Unit



e Sanctions for Teachers as Recommended by the Professional Licensure
Standards Board

o Rebekah Avery
o Jessica Lynn McCormick
o Linda Diane Underwood

Action Agenda
(Complete records of the hearings are available in the State Board office.)

Consideration of Approval of Arkansas Better Chance Grants

Mr. Ledbetter moved, seconded by Ms. Saviers, approval of the 2012-13 grants. The
motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Gullett moved, seconded by Ms. Reith, approval of the 2013-14 grants. The motion
carried unanimously.

Consideration of Petition for Detachment-Jacksonville Community Group [
This item was postponed until the July meeting.

Consideration of Request for Renewal of Open-Enroliment Public Charter
School: [1Imboden Area Charter School

"ICharter School Coordinator Mary Perry said Imboden Area Charter School, an open-
enrollment public charter school serves students in grades K-8 with an enrollment cap
of 150 students. [OThe applicant requested a 10-year renewal period. [J

Judy Warren, Director of Imboden Charter, said the school was small but was also one
of the oldest charters in the state.

Board members voiced concern about the school’s small enrollment but also called the
school unique because of its remote location and its willingness to work with a high
percentage of students with special needs.

Mr. Ledbetter moved, seconded by Ms. Gullett, approval of a three-year renewal. The
motion carried unanimously.

Consideration of Voluntary Surrender of District Conversion Public Charter
School: Oak Grove Elementary Health, Wellness and Environmental Science
School in the Paragould School District

Paragould Superintendent Debbie Smith said the district was requesting to surrender
the charter because of a grade configuration change. Ms. Smith also cited financial
concerns as a reason.



Ms. Mahony moved, seconded by Ms. Reith, to accept the surrender of the charter. The
motion carried unanimously

Review of Probationary Status: Jessieville School Central Office for Failure to
Meet [IStandards for Accreditation for the 2012-13 School Year [

This item was pulled at the request of the school district.

Final Report Fiscal Year 2012-13 Summary of Accreditation for Arkansas
Public [1Schools and School Districts [

Johnie Walters of the Standards Assurance Unit reported that no school or district
violated standards for a second consecutive year. However, the report revealed 30
schools and one central office were cited for violating state accreditation standards.

The list includes: Jessieville School District Central Office; Bentonville High School, Old
High Middle School, Ruth Hale Barker Middle School and Bright Field Middle School
(Bentonville School District); Valley Springs High School; Kingsland Elementary School;
Morrilton High School; Fordyce High School; Spring Hill High School; Broadmoor
Elementary School, Greenville Elementary School, Oak Park Elementary School, 34™
Avenue Elementary School, Southwood Elementary School, W.T. Cheney Elementary
School and Pine Bluff High School (Pine Bluff School District); Lee High School; Hoxie
Elementary School; Hoxie High School; Foreman High School; Brinkley High School;
Stephens High School; KIPP Delta High School; Harmony Grove High School; Arkansas
School for the Deaf High School; Hall High School; McClellan High School, Shirley High
School and Riverview High School.

Board members questioned the nature of the violation of KIPP Delta High School. Mr.
Walters said transcript irregularities were found during the fall semester that had since
been corrected.

Commissioner Kimbrell said the school gave some students a fine arts credit for a
drama course that did not meet the fine arts requirement. Additionally, some students
graduated without a required health credit.

Ms. Mahony commented that it bothered her that KIPP’s charter was renewed for an
extended period in light of the violations.

Dr. Kimbrell said KIPP’s Executive Director Scott Shirey mentioned the possibility of
probationary status when the Board considered the renewal in March.

Ms. Reith moved, seconded by Ms. Gullett, approval of the report. The motion carried
unanimously.



Consideration of Removal of Bismarck School District from Fiscal Distress
Classification Effective June 10, 2013 [

The Bismarck School District was classified in fiscal distress for the 2012-13 school year.
The Department reported the district had currently corrected all criteria for being
removed from fiscal distressC]and recommended State Board approval.

Dr. Barth moved, seconded by Mr. Black, to remove the Bismarck School District from
fiscal distress classification effective June 10, 2013. The motion carried unanimously.

Consideration of Removal of Cutter-Morning Star School District from Fiscal
Distress Classification Effective June 10, 2013 []

The Cutter Morning School District was classified in fiscal distress for the 2012-13
school year. The Department reported the district had currently corrected all criteria for
being removed from fiscal distressC1and recommended State Board approval.

Ms. Gullett moved, seconded by Ms. Reith, to remove the Cutter Morning Star School
District from fiscal distress classification effective June 10, 2013. The motion carried
unanimously.

Hearing on Waiver Request for Teacher’s License — David F. Westenhover

Professional Licensure Standards Board (PLSB) Attorney Cheryl Reinhart said David
Westenhover requested a waiver of his disqualifying conviction for holding a teacher’s
license. According to records provided to the PLSB by the Arkansas Department of
Correction, Mr. Westenhover pleaded guilty, nolo contendere, or was found guilty of a
disqualifying offense listed in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(c) in 1987. Additionally, Mr.
Westenhover did not disclose the convictions on previous applications for a license. Mr.
Westenhover was previously granted a license and Arkansas Department of Education
records indicate that his initial background check information that reflected a conviction
was incorrect due to a clerical error. The precise nature of the clerical error is unknown.

Mr. Ledbetter moved, seconded by Ms. Saviers, to grant the waiver with no restrictions
or probation. The motion carried unanimously.

Hearing on Waiver Request for Certified Teacher License — Robert Starr
Gibson

Ms. Reinhart said Robert Starr Gibson requested a waiver of the grounds for denial of
his application for a teaching license. Mr. Gibson pleaded nolo contendere to felony
distributing/delivering/manufacturing a controlled substance in Missouri in 1992. He was
placed on probation, which was successfully completed.

Mr. Ledbetter moved, seconded by Dr. Barth, to grant the waiver and to place Mr.
Gibson on probation for a period of two years with the stipulation of no other
disqualifying conviction or violation of code of ethics. The motion carried unanimously.



Hearing on Waiver Request for Teacher’s License — Crystal Marie Williams
(Howell) ]

Ms. Reinhart reported Crystal Marie Williams (Howell) requested a waiver of the
grounds for denial of her application for a teaching license. Ms. Williams (Howell)
pleaded nolo contendre to burglary of a residence and theft of property over $2500 in
1996. She was placed on probation, which was successfully completed.

Ms. Saviers moved, seconded by Ms. Gullett, to grant the waiver and to place Ms.
Williams on probation for a period of two years with the stipulation of no other
disqualifying conviction or violation of code of ethics. The motion carried unanimously.

Consideration of Approval of Nominated Members for the Professional
Licensure Standards Board to Replace Members Whose Terms are Expiring
June 30, 2013; to Replace a Resigning Member of the PLSB; and to Appoint
the Additional Position Pursuant to Act 1070 of the 2013 Legislative Session
O

The following were nominated for three-year terms on the PLSB: Kathy Howell, Library
Media Specialist from Clarksville School District; Cindy Romeo, an 8™ grade English
teacher from Conway School District; Lisa Baker, Director of Personnel from Cabot
School District; Dr. Zaidy MohdZain, Dean of the College of Education at Southern
Arkansas University; and Dr. Judy Harrison, Dean of the Teachers College at Henderson
State University.

Shelly Albritton, Associate Professor from University of Central Arkansas, was nominated
by the Arkansas Professors of Educational Administration to represent Educational
Leadership for Institutions of Higher Education. [1Ms. Albritton will serve the remainder
of Dr. Mitch Holifield's term ending June 30, 2015.

Act 1070 of 2013 added a position on the Professional Licensure Standards Board to be
appointed by the Commissioner of Education or his designee to serve as a nonvoting
member representing the Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education. Tonya
Russell, Division Director of Child Care and Early Childhood Education, of the
Department of Human Services, was nominated to fill this position. [

Dr. Barth moved, seconded by Ms. Saviers, to accept the nominations. The motion
carried unanimously.

Consideration of Declaration of Critical Academic Shortage Areas as Required
by Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-403 and § 6-81-609

Dr. Karen Walters, Assistant Commissioner for Licensure and Human Resources,
reported the critical shortage areas for 2013-2014 as: Special Education, [1Gifted and
Talented[, Guidance and Counseling, ClLibrary Media, [1English as a Second
Language (ESL), Mathematics and Secondary Sciences[1.



Ms. Gullett moved, seconded by Ms. Reith, to approve the critical shortage areas as
presented. The motion carried unanimously.

Consideration for Public Comment: Revisions to the Arkansas Department of
Education Rules Governing Public Charter Schools—(A-14)

Act 509 of 2013 amended Arkansas law related to public charter schools. The current
Arkansas Department of Education rules should be updated in accordance with Act 509
of 2013. Department staff requested State Board approval of the proposed rules for
public comment. [

Consideration for Public Comment: Proposed Open-Enroliment Public Charter
School New Application—(A-15)

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-301 requires the State Board to adopt an application form for
those wishing to apply to open an open-enrollment public charter school. State Board
approval of the application form for public comment was requested.

Ms. Mahony moved, seconded by Dr. Barth, approval of Agenda ltems A-14 and A-15.
The motion carried unanimously.

Consideration for Emergency Approval: Open-Enroliment Public Charter
School [INew Application

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-301 requires the State Board to adopt an application form for
those wishing to apply to open an open-enrollment public charter school. According to
the schedule previously adopted by the State Board, letters of intent to apply are due
June 30 and applications for open-enroliment charter schools are due August 31.
Because of the short amount of time until the due dates and changes to the application
form, the State Board approval on an emergency basis was requested. [1

Dr. Barth moved, seconded by Ms. Gullett, approval on an emergency basis. The motion
carried unanimously.

Consideration of Resolution-Delegation of Authority to the Commissioner of
Education

General Counsel Jeremy Lasiter presented a resolution authorizing the Commissioner of
Education to assume the authority of a board of directors as may be necessary for the
day-to-day governance of school districts classified as being in academic or fiscal
distress. State Board approval was requested.

Mr. Ledbetter moved, seconded by Ms. Saviers, to amend the resolution by deleting
academic distress and to grant authority to the Commissioner to act as a board of
directors in school districts classified as being in fiscal distress. The motion carried
unanimously.



Election of Officers: State Board of Education for 2013-2014

Mr. Cooper presented the nominating committee’s recommendation for Brenda Gullett-
Chairman, and Sam Ledbetter, Vice-Chairman.

Ms. Mahony moved, seconded by Ms. Saviers, approval. The motion carried
unanimously.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 1:36 p.m.

These minutes were recorded by Phyllis Stewart.



ADE’S PROJECT MANAGEMENT TOOL EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
JUNE 30, 2013

This document summarizes the progress that ADE has made in complying with the provisions of the
Implementation Plan during the month of June 2013.

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE ACTIVITY

L Financial Obligations

A. As of May 31, 2013, State Foundation Funding payments paid for FY 12/13
totaled $55,336,714 to LRSD, $31,191,807 to NLRSD, and $38,588,991 to PCSSD.

B. As of May 31, 2013, the Magnet Operational Charge paid for FY 12/13 totaled
$14,296,899. The allotment for FY 12/13 was $14,296,899.

C. As of May 31, 2013, the M-to-M incentive checks paid for FY 12/13 totaled
$4,037,091 to LRSD, $4,118,488 to NLRSD, and $10,606,954 to PCSSD.

D. ADE pays districts three equal installments each year for their transportation budgets.

1. In November 2012, General Finance made the last one-third payment to the
Districts for their FY 11/12 transportation budgets. As of December 31, 2012,
transportation payments for FY 11/12 totaled $4,623,452.01 to LRSD,
$1,161,173.60 to NLRSD, and $2,878,275.70 to PCSSD.

2. In November 2012, General Finance made the first one-third payment to the
Districts for their FY 12/13 transportation budgets. As of December 31, 2012,
transportation payments for FY 12/13 totaled $1,530,000.00 to LRSD,
$401,121.35 to NLRSD, and $1,151,841.67 to PCSSD.

3. In March 2013, General Finance made the second one-third payment to the
Districts for their FY 12/13 transportation budgets. As of March 31, 2013,
transportation payments for FY 12/13 totaled $1,530,000.00 to LRSD,
$401,121.35 to NLRSD, and $1,151,841.67 to PCSSD.

E. On June 6, 2013, the bid for sixteen (16) new Magnet and M to M buses was awarded by

the Office of State Procurement to Diamond State Bus Sales in Conway, AR.
The cost of the buses is broken down below:

Four (4) 47 passenger buses - $69,314.00 each = $277,256.00.
Twelve (12) 65 passenger buses - $71,073.00 each = $852,876.00

The grand total for purchasing sixteen (16) new buses for the Magnet and M to M
program is $1,130,132.00.

The buses should be delivered sometime in the early Fall.
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V.

VI

Financial Obligations (Continued)

F. In July 2012, Finance paid the Magnet Review Committee $92,500. This was the total
amount due for FY12/13.

G. In July 2012, Finance paid the Office of Desegregation Monitoring $200,000. This was
the total amount due for FY 12/13.

Monitoring Compensatory Education

On April 4, 2013, the ADE Implementation Phase Working Group met to review the
Implementation Phase activities from the previous quarter. Mr. Willie Morris, ADE Lead Planner
for Desegregation, updated the group on all relevant desegregation issues. Ms. Kendra Clay, ADE
Attorney, provided an update concerning the desegregation issues currently before the federal
court. On January 17, 2013, Judge Marshall denied the Motion to Enforce the 1989 Settlement
Agreement brought by the Little Rock School District and the Joshua Intervenors. ADE will
continue to provide assistance to PCSSD regarding desegregation issues. A letter is sent out to
the three (3) districts in Pulaski County after each legislative session regarding any new laws that
may have passed that will have a negative impact on their desegregation efforts. The next
Implementation Phase Working Group Meeting is scheduled for July 11, 2013 at 1:30 p.m. in
room 201-A at the ADE.

A Petition for Election for LRSD will be Supported Should a Millage be Required
Ongoing. All court pleadings are monitored monthly.
Repeal Statutes and Regulations that Impede Desegregation

In June 2011, the ADE sent letters to the school districts in Pulaski County asking if there were
any new laws or regulations that may impede desegregation. The districts were asked to review
laws passed during the 88th Legislative Session, and any new ADE rules or regulations.

Commitment to Principles

On June 10, 2013, the Arkansas State Board of Education reviewed and approved the PMT and
its Executive Summary for the month of May.

Remediation - Evaluate the impact of the use of resources for technical assistance

On February 7, 2013, Susan Gray and Questar Assessment, Inc., conducted a webinar of District
Test Coordinator for the Online Algebra I Retest. The webinar provided training for the
administration of the Algebra I online retest. Little Rock School District, North Little Rock
School District and Pulaski County Special School District participated.

On February 13, 2013, Susan Gray, Suzanne Knowles, Sheree Baird and Questar Assessment,
Inc., provided District Test Coordinator Training. It was training for the administration of the
mandated spring tests. The training took place at the Arkansas River Service Cooperative
(ARESC) in Pine Bluff, AR. Little Rock School District, North Little Rock School District and
Pulaski County Special School District participated.



VII.

VIII.

Test Validation

The Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) has, for over fifteen (15) years, implemented a
rigorous, statistically sound and nationally recognized process for developing questions for its
state standardized assessments. This process continues on an ongoing basis.

Before a question appears on a state standardized exam to measure student achievement, the
question must survive a strict review process that lasts at least two (2) years. The process
includes a review of each draft question by an internal team of ADE content specialists, a Content
Committee, a Bias Review Committee and a Committee of Practitioners. The ADE also relies
upon trained psychometricians, a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), and the federal peer
review process to conduct ongoing evaluations of the ADE’s standardized testing procedures to
ensure that those procedures are reliable, valid and controlled for bias.

Part of the two-year review process includes a review of each draft test question by the Bias
Review Committee. The committee specifically reviews each draft test question for bias or lack
of cultural sensitivity. The Bias Review Committee consists of approximately ten (10) educators,
program specialists and administrators from throughout Arkansas. This committee is responsible
for reviewing all reading passages, test questions, and writing prompts to make certain that the
questions are controlled for bias and are not insensitive to specific groups or individuals. Once
each draft question is field tested, the Bias Review Committee meets again to review the results
using student data disaggregated by demographic group to review indications of possible bias
with regard to a particular question. The Bias Review Committee has the power to reject a draft
question altogether or require the draft question to be revised. If the Bias Review Committee
orders a draft question to be revised, the entire two-year review process begins anew.

Only a draft question that has been found acceptable at every stage of the bias review process
may be placed on an operational test to measure student achievement.

In-Service Training

On May 1, 2013, ADE made a site visit to Lynch Drive Elementary School in the North Little
Rock School District. ADE Specialist visited to monitor the Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP)
and discussed the Interim Measurable Objectives (IMO) and how they will be implemented. The
presenter was Pearce Peacock, ADE Professional Development Specialist. The audience
consisted of Phyllis McDonald, Principal.

On May 9, 2013, ADE made a site visit to Lakewood Middle School in the North Little Rock
School District. ADE Specialist visited to monitor the Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP) and
discussed the Interim Measurable Objectives (IMO) and how they will be implemented. The
presenter was Pearce Peacock, ADE Professional Development Specialist. The audience
consisted of Lee Tackett, Principal.

On May 9, 2013, Suzanne Knowles and Sherri Thorne conducted a meeting to discuss
Understanding by Design (UbD), Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) and Formative
Assessment. They discussed the lesson plan design, and formative assessment implementation in
the classroom. The meeting took place at Wilbur D. Mills High School in the Pulaski County
Special School District.

On May 13, 2013, ADE made a site visit to Seventh Street Elementary School in the North Little
Rock School District. ADE Specialist visited to monitor the Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP),
discussed the Interim Measurable Objectives (IMO) and how they will be implemented and also
attended the Discipline Committee meeting to develop an implementation plan for decreasing the
number of discipline referrals to the principal. The presenter was Pearce Peacock, ADE
Professional Development Specialist. The audience consisted of Pam Wilcox, Principal.



VIIL.

In-Service Training (Continued)

On May 17, 2013, ADE made a site visit to Wilbur D. Mills High School in the Pulaski County
Special School District. ADE Specialists met with the principal and the English Teacher to plan
for the Arkansas Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (AASCD)
Conference. The topics for the conference are Understanding by Design (UbD), Literacy Design
Collaborative (LDC) and Formative Assessment. The principal and the English Teacher drafted
copies of videos they had created for the presentation. Also, they discussed the other information
they will provide. The presenters were Sherri Thorne, ADE Curriculum and Instruction, English
Language Arts (ELA) Specialist and Suzanne Knowles, ADE Assessment Specialist. The
audience consisted of Dr. Veronica Perkins, Principal and Samantha Newkirk, English Teacher.

On May 21, 2013 ADE made a site visit to Indian Hills Elementary School in the North Little
Rock School District. ADE Specialist visited to monitor the Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP),
discussed the Interim Measurable Objectives (IMO) and how they will be implemented and also
collected data from a survey conducted related to the Student Safety and Discipline Interim
Measurable Objectives (IMO). The presenter was Pearce Peacock, ADE Professional
Development Specialist. The audience consisted of Kim Starr, Principal.

On May 21, 2013, ADE made a site visit to Martin Luther King Elementary School in the Little
Rock School District. ADE Specialist visited to work with the principal, asst. principal and
instructional coaches to examine the Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP) for Focus Schools and
develop Interim Measurable Objectives (IMO) for the 2013-2014 school year. The presenter was
Kathy Mascuilli, ADE Professional Development Specialist. The audience consisted of Karen
Carter, Principal; Barbara Griggs, Asst. Principal; Dee Anne Morgan, Instructional Coach;
Deborah Finkbinder, K-2 Literacy Coach; and Vanessa Hendrix, Reading Recovery.

On May 22, 2013, ADE made a site visit to North Heights Elementary School in the North Little
Rock School District. ADE Specialist was asked to be present to help support the staff in the
absence of the principal, who was out on medical leave, by conducting classroom walk-throughs
and assisting with dismissal. The presenter was Pearce Peacock, ADE Professional Development
Specialist. The audience consisted of Barbara Warren, Asst. Principal.

On May 22, 2013, ADE made a site visit to Dunbar Middle School in the Little Rock School
District. ADE Specialist visited to work with the principal and coaches on development of the
Focus School’s Interim Measurable Objectives (IMO) for the 2013-2014 school year. The
presenter was Kathy Mascuilli, ADE Professional Development Specialist. The audience
consisted of Eunice Thrasher, Principal; Shana Loring, Literacy Coach; and Natalie Hollimon,
Math Coach.

On May 23, 2013, ADE made a site visit to Pulaski Heights Middle School in the Little Rock
School District. ADE Specialist visited to attend the leadership team meeting and discuss the
development of the Targeted Improvement Plan (TIP) for Focus Schools. The presenters were
Dr. Suzanne Ross, Principal and Kathy Mascuilli, ADE Professional Development Specialist. The
audience consisted of Steven Wise and Sam Grandy, Asst. Principals; Deborah Brown, Literacy
Coach; and Terri Cox, Math Coach.
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In-Service Training (Continued)

On May 24, 2013, ADE made a site visit to Dunbar Middle School in the Little Rock School
District. ADE Specialist visited to attend the leadership team meeting. The presenter was Evelyn
Elsten, Counselor. The audience consisted of Eunice Thrasher, Principal; Clifton Woodley,
Pamela Person, and Tina House, Asst. Principals; Gertrude Stubblefield, Social Studies Teacher
and Parent Involvement Coordinator; Robin Kratze, English as a Second Language (ESL)
Coordinator; Iciphine Jones, District School Improvement Specialist; Barbara Robinson,
Counselor; Shana Loring, Literacy Coach; Natalie Hollimon; Math Coach; and Jackie Whitehead,
Special Education Coordinator.

On June 10, 2013, Suzanne Knowles and Sherri Thorne provided professional development with
the Pulaski County Special School District teachers on Understanding by Design (UbD), Literacy
Design Collaborative (LDC) and Formative Assessment at the Arkansas Association for
Supervision and Curriculum Development (AASCD) conference. They discussed the lesson plan
design, and formative assessment implementation in the classroom. The professional
development took place at the Hot Springs Convention Center.

On June 10-12, 2013, ADE staff provided Professional Development at Roberts Elementary in
the Little Rock School District regarding Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) Year 3. A teacher
professional development program based on research that allows teachers to explore a framework
for how elementary school children learn concepts of number, operations, and early algebra. The
presenter was Tanya Blais. The audience consisted of teachers, instructional facilitators and
administrators.

On June 10-13, 2013, ADE staff provided Professional Development at Roberts Elementary in
the Little Rock School District regarding Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) Year 1. A teacher
professional development program based on research that allows teachers to explore a framework
for how elementary school children learn concepts of number, operations, and early algebra. The
presenters were Lori Saracini and Jane Nolan. The audience consisted of teachers, instructional
facilitators and administrators.

On June 10-13, 2013, ADE staff provided Professional Development at Roberts Elementary in
the Little Rock School District regarding Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI) Year 2. A teacher
professional development program based on research that allows teachers to explore a framework
for how elementary school children learn concepts of number, operations, and early algebra. The
presenters were Carolyn Blome and Katrina Long. The audience consisted of teachers,
instructional facilitators and administrators.

On June 10-13, 2013, ADE staff provided Professional Development at Roberts Elementary in
the Little Rock School District regarding Extending Children’s Math 1. Like Cognitively Guided
Instruction (CGI), extending children’s mathematics professional development is designed to
enhance teachers’ ability to teach math for understanding by increasing teachers’ understanding
of students’ mathematical extending. The content focus is Operations and Algebraic Thinking,
Number and Operations in Base Ten, Number and Operations — Fractions, The Number System,
and Expressions and Equations as described in the Third through Sixth Grade Common Core
State Standards for School Mathematics (CCSSM). Through a focus on students’ thinking,
teachers improve their ability to enact the Standards for Mathematics Practice described in
CCSSM. Extending Children’s Mathematics professional development develops teachers’ ability
to use any curriculum to teach math for understanding. The presenter was Joan Case. The
audience consisted of teachers, instructional facilitators and administrators.
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IX.

In-Service Training (Continued)

On June 10-13, 2013, ADE staff provided Professional Development at Roberts Elementary in
the Little Rock School District regarding Extending Children’s Math 2. Like Cognitively Guided
Instruction (CGI), extending children’s mathematics professional development is designed to
enhance teachers’ ability to teach math for understanding by increasing teachers’ understanding
of students’ mathematical extending. The content focus is Operations and Algebraic Thinking,
Number and Operations in Base Ten, Number and Operations — Fractions, The Number System,
and Expressions and Equations as described in the Third through Sixth Grade Common Core
State Standards for School Mathematics (CCSSM). Through a focus on students’ thinking,
teachers improve their ability to enact the Standards for Mathematics Practice described in
CCSSM. Extending Children’s Mathematics professional development develops teachers’ ability
to use any curriculum to teach math for understanding. The presenter was Susan Gehn. The
audience consisted of teachers, instructional facilitators and administrators.

On June 10-22, 2013, ADE conducted a two-week professional development workshop on
teaching English Language Learners (ELLs). Ninety (90) teachers from the Little Rock School
District, North Little Rock School District and Pulaski County Special School District
participated in the workshop which included skill development in language acquisition, English
as a Second Language (ESL) methodology/classroom strategies for teaching the Common Core
State Standards, assessing the English Language Learner (ELL) student, and working with the
cultural traditions of immigrant students, as well as Civil Rights requirements, parental
involvement, and core content modification. The 2013 Henderson State University (HSU)
English as a Second Language (ESL) presenters were Jose” A. Correia, Julia A. Correia (project
requirements, part I), Dr. Roberto Dansie, Dr. Carol Ann Duke, Dr. Ana Filipek, Dr. Keith Folse,
Lynda Franco, Dr. Frank Gonzales, Dr. Andre’ Guerrero, Carmen S. Chong Gum, Jo Gusman,
Judy Hobson, Dr. Elena Izquierdo, Al “Papa Rap” Lopez, Mai Le Nguyen, Joyce Nutta, Christine
Smart (project requirements, part II), Ron Tolson (Licensure) and Mark K. Vasquez. The
workshop took place at the Little Rock Holiday Inn Airport.

Financial Assistance to Minority Teacher Candidates

During the month of May, the Office of Educator Licensure attended two (2) out-of-state job fairs
in support of the recruitment efforts of the schools in Pulaski County.

Financial Assistance to Minority Teacher Candidates

Ms. Lisa Smith of the Arkansas Department of Higher Education reported Minority Scholarships
for Fiscal Year 2011-2012 on April 9, 2013. These included the State Teacher Education
Program (STEP) and the Teacher Opportunity Program (TOP). The scholarship awards are as
follows:

2011-12 STEP Male Male Female Female Total Total
Race Count Award Count Award Count Award Count  Award
Blank 91 3,000 6 3,000 15 3,000 112 9,000
Native Amer 4 4,000 4 4,000
Asian 4 4,000 4 4,000
Black 4 4,000 14 4,000 74 4,000 92 12,000
Hispanic 2 4,000 13 4,000 15 8,000
Other 2 4,000 4,000 1 4,000 3 12,000
Unknown 1 3,000 1 3,000
White 1 3,000 123 415 539 3,000

770 115 Minority
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Financial Assistance to Minority Teacher Candidates (Continued)

2011-12 TOP Male Male Female Female Total Total
Race Count Award Count Award Count Award Count Award
Blank 122 6 28 156

Native Amer 1 10 11

Asian 4 4

Black 5 29 130 164

Hispanic 2 15 17

Other 2 1 2 5

Unknown 1 2 3

White 2 171 648 821

1181 196 Minority

Teacher Opportunity Program (TOP) — the amount awarded will be based on the tuition,
mandatory fees, books, and required supplies paid by the applicant for up to six (6) credit hours
completed.

Minority Recruitment of ADE Staff

The MRC met on July 9, 2012 at the ADE. The MRC plan calls for ADE to maintain a 25%
minority (black) employment rate in each division of the department and in the department as a
whole for employees rated at Grade 21 and above (not including Grade 99’s). Due to the revision
in the employee grade system by the Office of Personnel Management, Grades C121 to C130
were used for the purpose of this report. A graph was also presented that showed the percentage
of black, white and other employees for the ADE as a whole and by division. During the quarter
ending June 30, 2012, two of the divisions, Central Administration and Accountability exceeded
the 25% threshold. The ADE as a whole was 20% Black.

School Construction

This goal is completed. No additional reporting is required.

Assist PCSSD by communicating with local colleges and universities to facilitate lowering the
cost of Black History course offerings to its certified staff

Goal completed as of June 1995.

Scattered Site Housing

This goal is completed. No additional reporting is required.

Standardized Test Selection to Determine Loan Forgiveness

Goal completed as of March 2001.
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Monitor School Improvement Plans - Follow-up and assist schools that have difficulty
realizing their school improvement objectives

On August 25, 2011, ADE staff held an ACSIP meeting at NLRSD. The meeting was held in
Kristie Ratliff’s office to discuss ACSIP requirements. Diane Gross discussed priorities,
interventions, and actions and stressed that actions in the ACSIP plan must be very focused and
clear. It was suggested that NLRSD put the budget codes in the action for the Bookkeeper’s
reference when paying out. The Peer Review Process for approving building plans was discussed.

In addition to the ACSIP, discussions were held about Title III and State ELL expenditures and
making sure monies are being spent in a way the ELL students are being served. The need for
spending the dollars in the buildings where the students are located was also pointed out.

Data Collection

The ADE Office of Public School Academic Accountability has released the 2010 Arkansas
School Performance Report (Report Card). The purpose of the Arkansas School Performance
Report is to generally improve public school accountability, to provide benchmarks for measuring
individual school improvement, and to empower parents and guardians of children enrolled in
Arkansas public schools by providing them with the information to judge the quality of their
schools. The Department of Education annually produces a school performance report for each
individual public school in the state.

Work with the Parties and ODM to Develop Proposed Revisions to ADE’s Monitoring and
Reporting Obligations

On June 5, 2013, the ADE received information from the Desegregation Monitoring and
Assistance Plan Meeting. Those in attendance were Margie Powell, Sherman Whitfield, John
McCraney, Laura Shirley, Brenda Heigel, Dr. John Tackett, Paul Brewer, Dr. Robert Clowers,
and Dr. Janice Warren. The following items were discussed during the meeting:

Section D. Talented and Gifted, Advanced Placement and Honors Program, Fall Enrollment
Report, Eight (8) Recruitment strategies to improve black student enrollment in Pre Advanced
Placement (PreAP) and Advanced Placement (AP) courses, Wilbur D. Mills High School TAG
enrollment percentages for the last five (5) years between black and non-black students, AP
Potential Program which identifies 10™ grade students that have taken the Preliminary Scholastic
Aptitude Test (PSAT), and the training Gifted and Talented teachers are receiving through the
AIMS Grant — Learning the Foundation (LTF).

Our next monthly meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday, June 19, 2013 at 2:30 p.m. The
group will review Section C. Student Assignment — One Race Classrooms.



NEWLY EMPLOYED FOR THE PERIOD OF May 18, 2013 — June 14, 2013

Jonathan Edwards — Systems Analyst, Grade C122, Division of Research and Technology, Data Reporting and
Systems, effective 05/28/13.

Heather Hardin — Public School Program Advisor, Grade C122, Division of Learning Services, Professional
Development, effective 05/28/13.

lvy Pfeffer — ADE Assistant to Director, Grade C129, Division of Human Resources/Licensure, Office of Educator
Effectiveness, effective 06/03/13.

*Melvin Washington — Computer Support Technician, Grade C115, Division of Fiscal and Administrative Services,
Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN), effective 05/28/13.

PROMOTIONS/DEMOTION/LATERALTRANSFERS FOR THE PERIOD OF May 18, 2013 — June 14, 2013

*Anastasia Woods from an Administrative Specialist ll, Grade C109, Public School Accountability, School
Performance, to an Administrative Specialist lll, Grade C112, Public School Accountability, Standards Assurance,
effective 05/27/13. Promotion

*Reshmi Jose from an Information Systems Coordinator, Grade C124, Division of Research and Technology,

Data Reporting and Systems to ADE APSCN Division Manager, Grade C126, Division of Research and
Technology, effective 06/10/13. Promotion

SEPARATIONS FOR THE PERIOD OF May 18, 2013 — June 14, 2013

Rosemarie Lovato — Administrative Analyst, Grade C115, Division of Human Resources/Licensure, Office of
Educator Effectiveness, effective 06/07/13. 2 Years, 4 months, 13 days. 01

Jeanne Myers — Public School Program Advisor, Grade C122, Division of Human Resources/Licensure, Educator
Licensure, effective 05/31/13. 3 Years, 6 months, 29 days. 01

*Kenya Vernon — Administrative Specialist lll, Grade C112, Division of Fiscal and Administrative Services,
Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN), effective 05/31/13. 0 Years, 4 months, 24 days. 01
*Minority

AASIS Codes:
01 — Voluntary
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BEFORE THE ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

IN RE SANDRA LEIGH BROBERG (LEE)
CONSENT ORDER FOR SURRENDER AND PERMANENT REVOCATION OF
EDUCATQR’S LICENSE

CONSENT TO SURRENDER OF LICENSE

1. 1, Sandra Leigh Broberg (Lee), without admitting any of the facts alleged in PLSB Case
12-130, consent to the swrender of my Arkansas teaching license.

2. 1am not represented by an attorney.

3. I acknowledge that the State Board’s acceptance of the sunrender of my license will result

in permanent revocation because Arkansas law has no provision for the mere surrender of

Sandra Leigh Broberg (Lee) .

_G-ID~(3
Pate

an educator’s license.

Page l of 1
In Re Sandra Leigh Broberg




ARKANSAS BETTER CHANCE
2013-2014 GRANTS

Agency Vendor # Description Amount

Arkadelphia School District 0000200007 |Center-based ABC Program | $ 121,500.00
Caraco Inc. dba Kareer Kids Child Development Center 100055711 |Center-based ABC Program | $ 63,180.00
DREAM (Javonne Spriggs Abernathy) 0600001134 |Center-based ABC Program | $ 97,200.00
Emmanuel Learning Center for Children 0600001246|Center-based ABC Program | $ 48,600.00
Fort Smith School District 0000200224 |Center-based ABC Program | $ 165,240.00
Frank C. Steudlein Learning Center 0600001387|Center-based ABC Program | $ 48,600.00
Little Angels Child Care of Prescott 100146733 |Center-based ABC Program | $ 87,480.00
Mountainburg School District 0000200450|Center-based ABC Program | $ 97,200.00
North Little Rock School District 0000200457 |Center-based ABC Program | $ 97,200.00
Northcentral AR Development Council 0600002418|Center-based ABC Program | $ 48,600.00
OUR (Ozark Unlimited Resources Ed. Coop) 0000200756 |Center-based ABC Program | $ 194,400.00
Pulaski County Special School District 0000200549|Center-based ABC Program | $ 97,200.00
Rural Educational Heritage Inc. 600004096 |Center-based ABC Program $ 97,200.00
Southwest AR Development Council Inc. 0600002934 |Home-visiting ABC Program | $ 98,000.00
Southwest AR Education Cooperative 0000200759|Home-visiting ABC Program | $ 138,250.00
Springdale School District 0000200632|Center-based ABC Program | $ 165,240.00
Arkansas Research Center Longitudinal Study/Reseach $ 327,000.00

Total $ 1,992,090.00
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Title 6 Education
Subtitle 2. Elementary And Secondary Education Generally
Chapter 13 School Districts
Subchapter 15 -- Creation of School District by Detaching Territory from Existing School
District

A.C.A. § 6-13-1501 (2012)

6-13-1501. Creation of school district by detaching territory from existing school
district.

(a) (1) Itis the intent of the General Assembly, by this subchapter, to provide opportunities
for children of this state by allowing local community members the opportunity to establish and
maintain public schools in a manner that optimizes educational resources within a community.

(2) The General Assembly finds that the educational needs of the students of this state shall
be best served by not allowing creation of a school district under this subchapter with fewer
than four thousand (4,000) students, thus ensuring adequate educational opportunities for
students.

(b) A new school district may be created by detaching territory from:

(1) An existing school district; or

(2) Two (2) or more existing contiguous school districts.

(c) A school district created under this subchapter shall have all the rights, privileges, and
responsibilities of other public school districts.

HISTORY: Acts 2001, No. 1673, § 1.
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6-13-1502. Minimum area and attendance requirements.

(a) A new school district may not be created in an area with fewer than four thousand (4,000)
students in average daily membership.

(b) An existing school district shall not be reduced by means of detachment to an area with
fewer than four thousand (4,000) students in average daily membership.

(c) A new school district to be created by detachment must only be made up of students from
one (1) existing school district.

(d) This subchapter shall apply only to school districts that:
(1) Had an average daily membership of at least fifteen thousand (15,000) students but not
more than twenty thousand (20,000) students in the school year immediately preceding the

detachment; or

(2) Encompass a total area of seven hundred square miles (700 sg. mi.) or more, now or in
the future.

HISTORY: Acts 2001, No. 1673, § 1; 2003, No. 1397, § 1.
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Title 6 Education
Subtitle 2. Elementary And Secondary Education Generally
Chapter 13 School Districts
Subchapter 15 -- Creation of School District by Detaching Territory from Existing School
District
A.C.A. § 6-13-1503 (2012)
6-13-1503. Initiation of detachment.

Creation of a new school district by detachment shall be initiated by:

(1) Resolution of the board of directors of each school district from which territory is to be
detached; or

(2) A petition that is presented to the State Board of Education pursuant to the provisions of
this subchapter.

HISTORY: Acts 2001, No. 1673, § 1.
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Title 6 Education
Subtitle 2. Elementary And Secondary Education Generally
Chapter 13 School Districts
Subchapter 15 -- Creation of School District by Detaching Territory from Existing School
District
A.C.A. § 6-13-1504 (2012)
6-13-1504. Petition -- Election.

(a) (1) Not later than the thirtieth day after the date the State Board of Education receives a
petition or resolution under this subchapter, the state board shall hold a hearing on the validity
of the petition or resolution.

(2) To be valid, a petition or resolution shall:

(A) State the purpose for which the petition or resolution is being submitted;
(B) Contain a plat or map of the proposed new school district;
(C) Contain an independent feasibility study stating:
(i) Cost of operation of the new school district and the ability to operate the new school
district taking into consideration the tax base, debt service, and division of assets to the new

school district;

(ii) A list of the public school assets to be transferred from the existing school district to
the new school district;

(iii) The size of the new school district; and
(iv) The effect of detachment on court-ordered desegregation; and

(D) Be signed by at least ten percent (10%) of the registered voters of the area proposed
for detachment.

(b) (1) If the state board determines that the petition or resolution is valid and the petition or
resolution does not conflict with subdivision (b)(2) of this section, the state board may, after
complying with subdivision (b)(2) of this section, order an election on the proposition of
detachment to be held at the next annual school election or general election.

(2) (A) The state board shall not order any creation of a new school district by detachment

http://web.lexisnexis.com/research/retrieve?pushme=1&tmpFBSel=&totaldocs=&taggedD... 6/19/2013
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under this subchapter or any other act or combination of any acts that hampers, delays, or in
any manner negatively affects desegregation efforts of a school district or districts in this state.

(B) Prior to the entry of any order for election on the question of detachment, the state
board shall seek an advisory opinion from the Attorney General concerning the impact of the
proposed detachment and creation of a new school district on the effort of the state to assist
the affected school district or districts in the desegregation of the public schools of this state.

(3) The order for election on the proposition of detachment shall:
(A) Contain a plat or map of the proposed new school district; and

(B) Comply with all requirements and procedures set forth in § 6-14-101 et seq. that do
not conflict with the provisions of this subchapter.

(c) (1) (A) The state board shall certify two (2) copies of the detachment order and convey
one (1) copy to the county clerk and one (1) copy to the county election commission at least
sixty (60) days prior to the date the commission sets for election on the question of
detachment.

(B) (i) No later than forty-five (45) days prior to the election, the county clerk of each
county affected shall identify all persons who reside within the area proposed to be detached,
and the county clerk shall determine the names and addresses of all qualified electors residing
within that area.

(ii) The failure to identify all persons residing within the area proposed to be detached or
the failure to determine the names and addresses of all qualified electors residing within that
area shall not invalidate or otherwise affect the results of the election.

(C) All of the qualified electors residing within the territory to be detached shall be entitled
to vote in the election.

(D) The petitioners shall give notice of the election by publication of at least one (1)
insertion in a newspaper having general circulation in each school district from which territory is
being detached.

(2) (A) The county clerk shall prepare a list by precinct of all those qualified electors
residing within the area to be detached who are qualified to vote in that precinct and furnish
that list to the election officials at the time the ballot boxes and voting machines are delivered.

(B) If the county clerk or the county election commission shall fail to perform any duties
required, then any interested party may apply for a writ of mandamus to require the
performance of the duties.

(C) The failure of the county clerk or the county election commission to perform the duties
shall not void the detachment election unless a court finds that the failure to perform the duties
substantially prejudiced an interested party.

(d) (1) The ballot shall be printed to permit voting for or against the proposition in a manner
similar to the following: "Creation of a new school district by detachment of property and
territory that includes the following property and territory from the
School District:

(2) The ballot description of the property and territory to be detached shall be sufficient to
give general notice of the territory affected.

HISTORY: Acts 2001, No. 1673, § 1.
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Title 6 Education
Subtitle 2. Elementary And Secondary Education Generally
Chapter 13 School Districts
Subchapter 15 -- Creation of School District by Detaching Territory from Existing School
District

A.C.A. § 6-13-1505 (2012)
6-13-1505. Creation of school district.

(a) If all the requirements of this subchapter are met and a majority of the votes are cast for
the proposition, the State Board of Education shall order the creation of the new school district.

(b) (1) At the time the order creating the district is made, the state board shall appoint a
board of directors of seven (7) members for the new school district to serve until the next
regular election of members, when a board of directors shall be elected in compliance with
Arkansas law.

(2) Following the entry of the order creating the new school district and the appointment of a
board of directors for the new school district but prior to the transfer of any assets, territory,
property, liabilities, duties, or responsibilities, any new school district created by detachment
from an existing school district that is a party to any court-ordered desegregation plan shall
petition the court having jurisdiction in the desegregation matter and obtain any and all court
orders or other relief necessary to ensure that the detachment will not cause the state or any
affected school district to be in violation of any orders of the court or any consent orders or
decrees entered into by the parties with regard to the desegregation plan.

(c) Any new school district created under this subchapter shall take the property of the school
district from which the territory was taken, as the state board shall deem proper, and shall be
liable for that part of all indebtedness of the school district from which the territory was taken
as shall be assigned to the new school district by the state board.

(d) The millage rate of the electors of the detached territory shall remain the same until an
election may be held to change the rate of taxation for the detached area.

(e) The state board shall have the following duties regarding creation of a school district by
detachment:

(1) To form local school districts, change boundary lines of school districts, create new school

districts, and perform all other functions regarding changes in school districts in accordance
with the law;
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(2) To transfer funds and attach territory that is in one (1) school district to other school
districts as may seem best for the educational welfare of the children; and

(3) To enact rules and regulations regarding the creation of school districts by detachment
under this subchapter.

HISTORY: Acts 2001, No. 1673, § 1.
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 1274 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansas As Engrossed: H3/28/13
89th General Assembly Bl
Regular Session, 2013 HOUSE BILL 1632

By: Representative Perry

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING CREATION OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT BY DETACHING
TERRITORY FROM AN EXISTING SCHOOL DISTRICT; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
CONCERNING CREATION OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT
BY DETACHING TERRITORY FROM AN EXISTING
SCHOOL DISTRICT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1504(a)(2) (D), concerning the
requirements for a petition or resolution for detachment of territory from a
school district, is amended to read as follows:

(D) Be signed by at least ten percent (10Z) of the
registered voters—of the arca propesed for detaehment number of voters in the

area proposed for detachment who voted in the most recent general election.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-13-1505, concerning the creation of a
school district by detachment, is amended to add a new subsection (f) as
follows:

(f) 1In its order creating the new school district under this section,

the state board may allow a transition period of up to two (2) consecutive

years to allow the new school district to become fully operational.

I
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As Engrossed:

H3/28/13

/s/Perry

APPROVED: 04/16/2013

HB1632
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June 18, 2013

Mr. Brad J. Beavers

Attorney at Law

407 Cleveland Street

Forrest City, AR 72335-3302

Mr. Jon Estes, Superintendent
Palestine-Wheatley School District
P.O. Box 790

Palestine, AR 72372

Mr. George Rozzell

Attorney at Law

217 E. Dickson Street, Suite 106
Fayetteville, AR 72701

Ms. Joye Hughes, Superintendent
Forrest City School District

845 N. Rosser

Forrest City, AR 72335

Re:  Appeal Under the Public School Choice Act of 2013
Goodall v. Palestine-Wheatley School District
VIA CERTIFIED AND REGULAR MAIL

Everyone:

On June 7, 2013, Mr. George Rozzell filed a petition on behalf of Ms. Erika
Goodall appealing the decision of the Palestine-Wheatley School District to deny
the following applications made pursuant to the Public School Choice Act of 2013:

A. Goodall (5)
E. Goodall (8)
A. Goodall (9)
A. Goodall (11)

This letter is to notify you that the Arkansas State Board of Education is
tentatively scheduled to hear the above-referenced appeal(s) on Monday, July 8,
2013, The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Auditorium of the Arch Ford
Education Building, Four Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Enclosed with this letter you will find a copy of Act 1227 of 2013 and the
Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public Schoo!
Choice Act of 2013. Any additional materials any party chooses to submit should
be provided to my office no later than 12:00 noon on July 3, 2013,

The above-referenced appeal(s) will be conducted pursuant to the legal authority
and jurisdiction vested in the State Board by Act 1227 of 2013 and the Arkansas
Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public School Choice
Act of 2013,



School Choice Appeal Hearing Notice
June 18, 2013
Page 2 of 2

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. Please do not hesitate to
contact me at (501) 682-4227 should you require additional information.

Respectfully,
S

Jeremy C. Lasiter
General Counsel

Enclosures
ce: Tom W. Kimbrell, Ed.D., Commissioner of Education

Mr. John Hoy, Asst. Commissioner, Div. of Public School Accountability
State Board of Education Office
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RECEIVED
ATTORNEY'S OFFICE george rozzell
attorney

JUNOT 2013

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

217 E. Dickson St. Suite 106
GENERAL DIVISION Fayetteville, AR 72701

P: 479.442.1404
F: 479.442.2005
george@rozzellpa.com

George M. Rozzell IV PA

June 7,2013

Office of the Commissioner

ATTN: Arkansas Public School Choice Act Appeals
Four Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

Re: Palestine-Wheatley School Choice Rejection Letters
A. Goodall, 5; E. Goodall, 8; A, Geodall, 9; A. Goodall, 11

Dear Commissioner,

Please accept this letter to satisfy the notice of appeal requirement under Rule 8.00 et seq. of the Arkansas
Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing The Public School Choice Act of 2013 as adopted on May
13, 2013. This single letter shall serve as notice for each of the above students. It is brought by each of them
individually through his or her parent and next friend, Erika Goodall, due to sach child's minar status.

An application for each child to attend the Palestine-Wheatley School District for the upcoming 2013-2014 schooel

year was made for each student. These applications were completed timely prior to the June 1« deadline under the
Public School Choice Act of 2013, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1901 et seq. (*School Choice Act”) enacted on April 16,
2013 by way of an emergency clause. As evidenced by the applications and responding rejection letters enclosed
herein, Palestine-Wheatley School District denied these applications upon the sole premise that the Forrest City
School District is exempt from the School Choice Act due to it being under a desegregation order.

Erika Goodall, on behaif of all of her children, appeals this arbitrary and unlawful declaration on two separate
grounds. Pursuant to the School Choice Act, a non-resident school district may annually declare itself exempt for
the upcoming school year because it is under a desegregation order or mandate of a federal court or agency
remedying the effects of past racial segregation. It must notify the department of its intent to do so by April 1 prior to
the upcoming school year. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1906(b)(3). While the Arkansas Department of Education has
written a memo recognizing the factual impossibility o comply with the exemption provisions of School Choice Act
for the upcoming school year, it does not have the authority, nor the ability to alter or amend the application of the
law as it is written.

Forrest City School District claimed this exemption on May 14, 2013 for the 2013-2014 school year. {See the
enclosed resolution adopting the same.)} It is unknown what date it notified the Department of Education of its intent
to claim this exemption. The exemption claimed by the Forrest City School District was untimely and is void as a
matter of law. Additionally, Forrest City School District does not meet the requirements of the School Choice Act in



that it is not under an order of desegregation or a mandate of a federal court or agency remedying the effects of
past racial segregation.

The children who bring this appeal, save for the youngest child entering kindergarten, have only attended the
Palestine-Wheatley School District. In 2012, their mother moved to Forrest City, but upon passing of the School
Choice Act, Erika Goodall was elated at the possibility that her children would be able to stay in the only
educational environment each has known. Given the familiarity and comfort the family has with the school district,
it is clearly in the best interest of the children bringing this appeal that they be able to utilize the benefits of the
School Choice Act to their advantage. The arbitrary untimely declaration of the Forrest City School District is
preventing them from doing so, and is subjecting them to irreparable harm.

For the foregoing reasons, and because the time sensitive nature of this matter, Erika Goodall requests a hearing to
be held for each of her children, or for all of them together, as soon as practicable.

Sincerely,

d > He =z

George Rozzell
Attorney at Law

cc: Erika Goodall, Palestine-Wheatley Schooi District

Enclosure(s)
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APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER TO A NONRESIDENT DISTRICT
“ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013”

M ust Be Submm‘ed to Nan-Reszdem and Reszdem Dzstrwts)

Student Name:

Student Date of B Gender Male E Female l:l

Grade:

Does the BPPLICAIL caprms aprevism aimnass s precrpamesses = = U NOM

Is applicant cusrenily under expulsion? Yes | | No

ETHNIC ORIGIN (CHECK ONE) (For dats reporting purposes only)

2 or More Races Asian African-American

Higpanic E Native American/ Native Hawaiian/ E]
Native Alaskan Pacific Islander

Addregs:

Phone:
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isic Namme pw/f.’ A~ Mez ctley
Address: /

Phone:

Does the applicant aiready have & sibling or step-sibling In attendance in this district? ye %
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Name: é.ﬁ' /fﬂ_ @ao a/ a/[ / Home Phone:

Address: Work Phone:

Parent/Guardian Signature Date:

Gl oo U0 A Y

[ Date and Time Received by

Pursuant to standards adopted by a nontesident school board a nonresident district may reserve the right t accept and
reject applicants based on capacity of programs, class, grade level, or school building. Likewise, & nonresident district’s
standards may provide for the rejection of an applicant besed upon the submission of false or misleading information to
the above listed request for information when that information directly impacts the legal qualifications of an applicant to
transfer pursuant to the School Choice Act. However, a nonresident district’s standards shall not inclode an applicant’s
previons academic achievement, athletic or other extracurticular ability, handicapping conditions, English proficiency
level, or previous disciplinary proceedings, except thet an expulsion from another district may be included pursuant to
Ark. Code Ann, § 6-18-510. Priority will be given to applicants with siblings or step-siblings attending the district, The
nonresident district shall accept credits toward graduation that were swarded by another district and award a diploma to a
nonresident applicant if the applicant meets the nonresident district’s graduation requirements. This application must be
filed in the nonresident district (with a copy to the resident district) or postmarked no later thas June | of the year in
which the applicant would begin the fall semester at the nonresident district. A student whose application for transfer is
rejected by the nonresident district may request a hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the transfer
by filing such a request in writing with the Commissioner of Education no later than ten (10) days after the student or
student’s parent receives a notice of rejection. (Consult Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and the Arkansas Department of
Education Rules Governing the Pubtic School Choice Act 0f 2013 for specific procedures on how to file such an appeal).

oyl o 3
Resident District:

ime Received by Nonresident District:

a
9 973713
Resident District LEA #: Nouresident District LEAF:
Student's State Identification #:
Application Accepted Rejected
P

Reason for Rej éction (If Applicable): S 1 _ r Z

Date Notification Sent to Pareat/Guardian of Applicant: (o—f =[5

Dete Notification Sent to Resident District :
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Palestine-Wheatley School Distriet No. 23
P.O. Box 790

Palestine, Arkansag 72372

Dear Parent:

! am sorry, but the application you submitted for | ___ has bean
rejected for the following reason.

2 & Your chiit’s resident district has declared itself exempt from the provisions of the
School Choice Law due to it being under a desegregation order.

Your chifd’s resident district has reached its limitation cap for allowable transfers and
we cannot accept any additional schooi choice transfers from that district.

Your child would require the district to add staff, teachers or ciassrooms,

You have ten days from receipt of this notice in which to appea this decision to the State Board

of Education,,

Respectfully,

ngtgk

Superintendent
Palestine-Wheatley School District

e sl =T e o b



APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER TO A NONRESIDENT DISTRICT
“ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013”
Must Be Submztted tn Non-Resident and Resident Districts)

Studenit Name:

Student Date of B Gender  Male O] Fernale ﬁ

Grade: _\_/

Does the applicant require speciat needs or progmms? Yes | ! Nol M
' e

Ts apphcant eurrently under expulsion? Yes | | No| V|

ETHNIC ORIGIN (CHECK ONK) (For data reporting purposes only)

2 or More Races Asian African-American

Hispanic Native American/ Natlve Hawaiian/
Native Alasknn Pacific Islander

Sl 0 l TR (_‘, MWN T 3 i,
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Address: 4

Phone:

Does the applicant already have a sibling or step-sibling in attendance in this district? j 15
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Name: (f}( ﬁa (;(‘JCJ (‘/Q / / Home Phone:

Address: . ‘Work Phone:
iy
/ T242S
Parent/Cuar Liate! -
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Purguant to standards adopted by a nonresident school board & nonresident district may reserve the right to accept and
reject applicants based on capacity of programs, class, grade level, or school building, Likewise, a nonresident district’s
standards may provide for the rejection of an applicant based upon the subinission of false or misleading information to
the above listed request for information when that information directly impacts the legal qualifications of an applicant to
transfer pursuant to the School Choice Act. However, a nonresident district’s standards shall not include an applicant’s
previous academic achievement, athletic or other extracurvicular ability, handicapping conditions, English proficiency
level, or previous disciptinary proceedings, except that an expulsion from snother district may be included pursuant to
Ark. Code Ann, § 6-18-510. Priority will be given to applicants with siblings or step-siblings attending the disirict. The
nonresident district shall accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by another district and award a diploma to a
nonresident applicant if the applicant meets the nonresident district’s graduation requirements. This application must be
filed in the nonresident district (with a copy to the resident district) or postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in
which the applicant would begin the fall semester at the nonresidant district. A student whose application for transfer is
rejected by the nonresident district may request a hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the transfer
by filing such a request in writing with the Commissioner of Education no later than ten (10) days after the student or
student’s parent receives a notice of rejection. (Consult Ark, Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and the Arkansas Department of
Education Rules Governing the Public School Choice Act of 2013 for specific procedures on how to file such an appeal),
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Date and Time Recmve;x:l by Remdcnt District: | Date and 'I"uﬁe Received by Nonresident District:
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Resident District LEA #: Nonresident District LEA#:

Student’s State Identification #:

Application Accepted Rejected l

Reason for Rejection (If Applicable):

Date Notification Sent to Parent/Guardian of Applicant:
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Palestine-Wheatley School District No, 23
P.Q. Box 790

Palesune, Arkansas 723772

Deaar Parent:

! am sorry, but the application vou submitted for _nas been

rejected for the following reason.

2& Your child’s resident district has declared itself exempt from the provisions of the
School Choice Law due to it being under a desegregation order.

Your child’s resident district has reached its limitation cap for allowable transfers and
we cannot accept any additional schoot choice transfers from that district,

Your child would require the district to add staff, teachers or classrcoms.

You have ten days from receipt of this notice in which to appeal this decision to the State Board

of Education..

Respectfully,

Superintendent
Palestine-Wheatley School District
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APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER TO A NONRESIDENT DISTRICT
“ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013”
ust Be Submmed to Non-Reszdent and Res:dem Dzstrwts

Student Neme:

Student Date of Birt

545

Does the applicant require special naads or programs? Yes L_]/ No| V|
Is applicant currently under expulsion? Yes | | No| Y

ETHNIC ORIGIN (CHECK ONE) (For data reporting purposes only)

2 or More Races Asian African-American

Hispanic Native American/ Native Hawailan/
Native Alaskan Pacific Islander
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Address:

Phone:

DiswictName: gy — _ County Neme: S
AL Dy ™ st Fapcis
Address:

Phone:

Does the applicant already have a sibling or step-sibling in attendance in this district?

1¥18)

v

[t e —— — e - )1 P

- - 1



teme: Eei /{o _@m del

Addre Work Bhone:

|

———rre—_mn.

Parent/Giuardian Signature 7

Date:

4313

previous academic achievement, athletic or other extracurricular ability,

W’.ﬂ:’:z’-ﬂ_ T i ‘
Dato and Time Received by Resident District:

Sy

Pursuant to standards adopted by a nonresident school board & nopresident district may regerve the nght to accept and
reject applicants based on capacity of programs, class, grade level, or school building. Likewise, a nonresident district's
standards may provide for the rejection of an applicant based upon the submission of false or misleading information to
the above listed request for information when that information directly impacts the legal qualifications of an applicant 1o
transfer pursuant to the School Choice Act. However, a nonresident district’s standards shall not includs an applicant’s

level, or previous disciplinary procecdings, except that an expuision from another district may be included pursuant to
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-510. Priority will be given to applicants with siblings or step-siblings attending the district, The
nonresident district shell accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by another district and award 2 diploma to a
nonresident applicant if the applicant meets the nonresident district’s graduation requirements. This application must be
filed in the nonresident district (with a copy to the resident disirict) or postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in
Wwhich the applicant would begin the fall semester at the nonresident district. A student whose application for transfer is
rejected by the nonresident district may request a hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the trangfer
by filing such a request in writing with the Commissioner of Education no later than ten (10) days after the student or
student’s parent receives a notice of rejection, (Consult Ark. Code Ann.
Edusarion Rules Governing the Public School Choice Act of 2013 for specific procedures on how to file such an appeal),

te and Time Received by Nonresident District:

handicapping conditions, English proficiency

§ 6-18-1905 and the Arkansas Department of

bty S e a

/

Resident District LEA # Nonresident District LEA#:
Student’s State Identification #:
Application Aceepted Rejected A

Reason for Rejection (If Applicable):

Lo attoohal Jo

Date Notification Sent to Parent/Guardian of Applicant: Q‘.‘) L L/ _j 5

Date Notification Sent to Resident Distrier, ;




Palestine-Wheatley School District No. 23
P.O. Box 790

Palestine. Arkansas 72372

Dear Parent:

1 am sorry, but the application you submitted for __ __has basn
rajected for the following reason.

B( Your child’s resident district has declared itself exempt from the provisions of the
Schooi Chmce Law due to it being under a desegregatmn order.

Your chdd”s resident district has reached its limitation cap for aliowable transfers and
we cannot accept anv addltional school chmce transfers from that district.

Your chi!d would require the district to add staff, teachers or classrooms.

You have ten days from receipt of this notice in which to appeal this decision to the State Board

of Education..

Respectfully,

\)MC‘BL

Superintendent
Palestine-Wheatiey Schooi District

AmmE,s o, oL ——m e



APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER TO A NONRESIDENT DISTRICT
“ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013”

‘Must Be Submitted to Non-Res:deut and Re.s*tdent Dtstrtcts)

Student Date of Bir! Gender Male D Fernale M

Grade: L'/./-h
Does the applicant require special needs or programs? Yes L% No| El

Ts applicant currently under expulsion? Yes | | No

ETHNIC ORIGIN (EHECK ONE) (For data reporting purposes only)

2 or More Races Asian African-American

Hispanic Native Ameﬁcﬁnf Native Hawailan/
Native Alaskan Pacific Islander

White

DlsmctName fr ! gh

AL L R Y
Address:
Phone

1l \T;"i":‘.““',g;

District Name:

Prlestrn -

Address:

Phone:

Does ihe applicant already have a sibling or step-sibling in attendance in this district? jg 2]
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‘Work Phone;

Gb Bod 4-3-J0/3

Pursuant to standards adopted by a nonresident school board a nonresident district may reserve the right to acespt and
reject applicants based on capacity of programs, class, grade level, or school building. Likewise, a nonresident district’s
standards may provide for the rejection of an applicant based upon the submission of falsc or misleading information to
the above listed request for information when that information directly impacts the legal qualifications of an applicant to
transfer pursuant to the School Choice Act. Howevet, a nonresident district’s standards shall not include an applicant's
previous academic achievement, athletic or other extracurricular ability, handicapping conditions, English proficiency
level, or previous disciplinary proceedings, except that an expulsion from another district maey be included pursuant to
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-510. Priority will be given o applicants with siblings or step-siblings attending the district. The
nonresident district shall accept aredits toward graduation that were awarded by another district and award a diploma to a
nonresident applicant if the applicant mests the nonresident district’s graduation requirements. This application must be
filed in the nonresident district (with a copy to the resident district) or postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in
whiich the applicant would begin the fall semester at the nonresident district. A student whose application for transfer is
rejected by the nonresident district may request a hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the transfer
by filing such a request in writing with the Commissioner of Education no later than ten (10) days after the swdent or
student’s parent receives a notice of rejection. (Consult Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and the Arkansas Depertment of
Education Rules Governing the Public School Choice Act of 2013 for specific procedures on how to file such an appeal).
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District:

ot

Pate and Timé

513 G'284u
Resident District LEA #: Nonresident District LEA#:
Student’s State Identification #:
Application Accepted Rejected lx
Reason for Rejection (lprplicabla): \

Date Notification Sent o Darent/

of Applicant: Q? / d

Date Notification Sent to Resident District
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Palestine-Wheatley School District No. 23

.0, Box 790
Palestine. Arkansag 72372

Dear Parant;

! am sorry, but the application vou submitted for | __has been
rejected for the following reason.

, X Your chiled’s vesident district has declared itself exempt from the provisions of the
- ’Schonl Chmce Law due to it being under a desegregation order.

Your chﬂd’s resident district has reached its limitation cap for afiowable transfers and
we cannot ac«:ept any additional schooi choice transfers from that district.

Your child would require the district to add staff, teachers or classrooms.

You have ten days from receipt of this notice in which to appeal this decision to the State Board

of Education,,

Respectfully, .

Superintendent
palestine-Wheatley School District

Y
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RESOLUTION OF FORREST CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WHEREAS, the Forrest City School District Board of Directors (Board) met in 2 special,
open, and properly-called meeting on May 14 , 2013, in Forrest City, Arkansas;

WHEREAS, 5-  members were present, a quorum was declared by the chair;

WHEREAS, on April 16, 2013, Governor Mike Beebe signed into law Act 1227, the
Public School Choice Act of 2013 (“Act 1227), which was duly passed by the Arkansas General
Assembly; and

WHEREAS, Act 1227 establishes a public school choice program that would allow
students who are residents of the Forrest City School District to apply for a school choice
transfer to a non-resident district; and,

WHEREAS, Act 1227 provides that “[a] school district annually may declare an
exemption under this section if the school district is subject to a desegregation order or mandate
of a federal court or agency remedying the effects of past racial segregation”; and,

WHEREAS, the Forrest City School District Board has, pursuant to the Public School
Choice Act of 2013, Act 1227 of 2013 (to be codified), determined that the Forrest City School
District is subject to a desegregation order or mandate of a federal court remedying the effects of
past racial segregation; and

WHEREAS, Forrest City, Arkansas historically operated racially dual school systems
that segregated black and non-black students and was desegregated in the early 1970s by closing
the black school(s) and merging their enrollment with the white students; and

WHEREAS, the federal court or agency orders include the original directive from the

- United States Supreme Court in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954), and its

progeny, that maintenance of racially dual public schools is unconstitutional and directing that

racially segregated schools be dismantled; and the 1969 mandate from the federal department of

Health, Education, and Welfare to the same effect; and the various orders entered over the years

in McKissick, et al v. Forrest City School District, et al, U.S. District Court of Eastern District of
Arkansas, Eastern Division, Case Number Civil No. H-69-C-42; and

WHEREAS, the Board of the Forrest City School District desires to declare an exemption
from Act 1227 of 2013, the Public School Choice Act of 2013 on the basis of the aforementioned
federal court cases and orders, and agency mandates; and

WHEREAS, the Board understands that this exemption is irrevocable for one year from
the date the Department of Education is notified of the declaration of exemption. '




NOW THEREFORE, the Board, upon due consideration and deliberation, hereby
resolves, approves and adopts this Resolution for the purpose of declaring an exemption under
the Public School Choice of 2013, Act 1227 of 2013 {to be codified) , for a period of one (1) year
from the date that this Resolution is received by the Department of Education, for use in the
Forrest City School District immediately; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this Board of the Forrest City School District
hereby authorizes the Superintendent of the Forrest City School District to immediately submit a
copy of this Resolution to the Department of Education; to post the exemption as the District’s
School Choice Policy (Policy) in the appropriate Board policies, student handbooks, Forrest City
School District website, and all other places in order to give notice to the District’s patrons and
the general public of the Board’s adoption of the Policy; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is directed to
carefully monitor and study the racial segregation implications of application of the Public
School Choice Act of 2013 in other Arkansas districts, as well as the interest expressed therein
within this district, and report the same to the Board from time to time during 2013-14; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is directed to

immediately notify the Arkansas State Department of Education of this declaration of exemption
for the 2013-14 school year.

< g ‘._-.-‘-‘."' -

Joey Astin - Board President

H-\4- 3013

Daie

CERTIFICATION
I, Glenn Shepherd, Secretary of the Board of Education of the Forrest City School

District, hereby certify that the above and foregoing resolution was considered and adopted by
said Board at a special session on May 14 2013 '

Glenn Shepherd — B6ard Secretary

5-14-Joi3

Date




UNITED STATES Cantral Regional Office

COMMISSION ON Gateway Tower Il

CIVIL RIGHTS 400 State Avenue, Suite 908
Kansas City, KS 66101-2406
(913) 551-1400

October 30, 2006 (913} 551-1413 FAX

Mr. Oliver Dillingham

Program Manager

Equity Center

Arkansas Department of Education
#4 Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Mr. Dillingham:

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is a federal agency charged with the responsibility to
study and appraise legal developments constituting discrimination or a denial of equal protection
of the laws under the Constitution because of race, color, religion, sex, age, handicap, or national
origin. State Advisory Committees are established in each state to inform the Commission on
civil rights issues in their states.

This office on behalf of the Arkansas Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights is examining the desegregation status of school districts in Arkansas as well as other
states in the South. Information we have indicates that there was an initial Court action with
respect to some school districts in Arkansas. Our information suggests that the following school
districts in Arkansas remain under a court order with respect to desegregation, i.e., has not been
granted “Unitary Status” by the Court:

United States v. England School District No. 2

United States v. Watson Chapel School District No. 24
United States v. Crawfordville School District No. 2
United States v. Bradley School Disttict No. 20
United States v. Thornton School District No. 26
United States v. Hermitage School District No. 12
United States v. Junction City School District No. 75
United States v. Lovett (Warren School District No. 1)

In addition, it is my understanding that the Little Rock School District, the North Little Rock
School District and the Pulaski County School District also remain under a Court Order with

respect to desegregation. SINT
"E‘@ El w E@ JONVLSISSY ALINCH

NOV 02 2006 90 i 4
EQUITY ASSISTANCE @ E] — P j Ej
CENTER ’ A1zl
Stipulations p. 780



deadline(s) has/have the Court imposed upon the school district to perform required actions or
submit information.

If possible, a reply to this request by Tuesday, November 14, 2006, would be appreciated.
Should you have any questions about this request, please fecl free to call me at (913) 551-1400.
Thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

W
FARELLA E. ROBINSON, Civil Rights Analyst

Central Regional Office
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights

Stiputations p. 781



RESPONSE



LAW OFFICES

SHARPE, BEAVERS, CLINE & WRIGHT

P.O. BOX 924
FORREST CITY, ARKANSAS 72336-0924

Harold Sharpe (1816-2000)

407 Cleveland
Brad J. Beavers
R. Alan Cline Telephones:
Marshall Wright 870-633-3141

Fax: 870-833-3594

June 20, 2013

Office of the Commissioner

ATTN: Arkansas Public School Choice Act Appeals

Four Capitol Mall

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Via email & certified mail

From: The Forrest City School District

Re: Appeals brought by the Goodalls and by the Jacksons

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment upon the pending appeals. In each instance, the
Palestine-Wheatley School District necessarily declined the transfer requests because the Forrest
City School District has declared itself exempt from the provisions of the new school choice
law.

This ministerial act of the Palestine-Wheatley District was correct. It is undisputed that the
Forrest City School District declared the exemption on May 14, 2013. The Resolution of that
special meeting in which the exemption was declared is attached as Exhibit HAL

Let us please comment upon certain of the arguments made on behalf of the Goodalls in Mr.
Rozzell’s letter of June 7, 2013.

First, the April 1 deadline does not take effect until the 2014-2015 school year. This is apparent
from the structure of the Act itself,

In examining Section 6-18-1906, it is clear that under Section B 1 a school district annually may
declare an exemption if the district is subject to a desegregation order or agency mandate. B 2
then explains the exemption is irrevocable for one year. 2 b provides that after each year of
exemption the school board can change its mind. Under 3. the legislature wrote that a school
district shall notify the department by April 1 ifin the next school year the school district intends



to declare an exemption or resume participation after a period of exemption. If a district intends
to change what it did during 2013-2014, it must notify the Department by April 1, 2014. Since
the act just took effect, there is no “previous year” to 2013-2014. Thus, the April | deadline
comes into effect during the 2014-2015 school year.

This interpretation of the Act is fortified by the overall structure of the Act. It is clear that it is to
exist and operate for at least two years. An argument that a district’s right to claim an exemption
does not apply to the 2013-2014 school year would totally frustrate the intent of the authors of
the legislation. The exemption is clearly an integral part of the legislation as set forth in A.C.A.
6-18-1901 (b) (3).

The only logical and literal interpretations of the statute are that for the first year, i.e. 2013-2014
the district must simply declare the exemption. The Act provides no date for that declaration.
However, under its rule making authority, the department has supplied a deadline of May 17
which the Forrest City School District met.

For the 2014-2015 school year, the Forrest City School District, and others similarly situated,
will indeed have to make its decision and advise the department by April 1, 2014 if it is going to
again declare an exemption or decide to participate.

Second, the June 7" letter mistakenly contends that the Forrest City School District is not under
“an order of desegregation or a mandate of a federal court.” As recently as 1990, a Motion
regarding magnet schools was filed and subsequently granted in the case of McKissick, et al. vs.
Forrest City School District No. 7, Case No. H-69-C-42. In the district court order approving a
magnet school proposal, the presiding judge reiterated at page 1 that “this court retain[s]
Jurisdiction for further consideration of any problems that might arise in connection with the
operation of the Forrest City Schools and compliance with the orders of this court.” This was
reinforced by an appeal of a 1970 order in which the United States Court of Appeals for the 8"
Circuit concluded by stating “the district court has retained Jurisdiction to ensure compliance and
affirm its Order.” 427 F.2d 331 (1970)

There are no orders dismissing the case or declaring that the Forrest City School District is
unitary.

Third, and in examining the rules governing the Act, 8.01.3 requires the parents to state the basis
for appealing the decision of the non-resident district. Here, the non-resident district did not
make a decision. The Forrest City School District, the resident district, made the decision to
declare the exemption. All Palestine-Wheatley did was honor the declaration and declined the
applications. The notification by Palestine-Wheatley was merely a formality it was required to
comply with under the Act and was not an appealable “rejection” as contemplated by the Act.
There is nothing for the non-resident district to present to this Board.

Further, the entire structure of the Act also strongly suggests that the issue of the exemption is
not appealable because there is no provision in either the Act or the emergency rules that the
resident district do anything when the non-resident district declines the application. This
logically should mean that appeals are limited to issues such as enrollment caps and organization
and staff issues. These would be matters that the board could presumably evaluate based upon
mathematical calculations or empirical evidence.




We appreciate your consideration of this response and would request an opportunity to be heard
on this matter. We are further authorized to submit this letter on behalf of and to indicate that Mr.
Samuel Jones, 11 of the Mitchell Williams firm will be associated as co-counsel for the Forrest
City School District in this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharpe, Beaygrs, Cline & Wright, Attorneys
By: ’W

. Bedyers, Bar #81012

Cline, Bar # 87035

cc: Mr. George M. Rozzell, IV PA
Attorney at Law
217 Dickson St., Suite 106
Fayetteville, AR 72701

Cody and Cory Jackson
635 Calvert Rd.
Forrest City, AR 72335
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RESOLUTION OF FORREST CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WHEREAS, the Forrest City School District Board of Directors (Board) met in a special,
open, and properly-called meeting on May 14 , 2013, in Forrest City, Arkansas;

————

WHEREAS, 5  members were present, a quorum was declared by the chair;

WHEREAS, on April 16, 2013, Governor Mike Beebe signed into law Act 1227, the
Public School Choice Act of 2013 (“Act 1227”), which was duly passed by the Arkansas General
Assembly; and

WHEREAS, Act 1227 establishes a public school choice program that would allow
students who are residents of the Forrest City School District to apply for a school choice
transfer to a non-resident district; and, :

WHEREAS, Act 1227 provides that “[a] school district annually may declare an
exemption under this section if the schoo] district is subject to a desegregation order or mandate
of a federal court or agency remedying the effects of past racial segregation”; and,

WHEREAS, the Forrest City School District Board has, pursuant to the Public School
Choice Act of 2013, Act 1227 of 2013 (to be codified), determined that the Forrest City School
District is subject to a desegregation order or mandate of a federal court remedying the effects of
past racial segregation; and

WHEREAS, Forrest City, Arkansas historically operated racially dual school systems
that segregated black and non-black students and was desegregated in the early 1970s by closing
the black school(s) and merging their enrollment with the white students; and

WHEREAS, the federal court or agency orders include the original directive from the
United States Supreme Court in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954), and its
progeny, that maintenance of racially dual public schools is unconstitutional and directing that
racially segregated schools be dismantled; and the 1969 mandate from the federal department of
Health, Education, and Welfare to the same effect; and the various orders entered over the years
in McKissick, et al v, Forrest City School District, et al, U.S. District Court of Eastern District of
Arkansas, Eastern Division, Case Number Civil No. H-69-C-42; and

WHEREAS, the Board of the Forrest City School District desires to declare an exemption
from Act 1227 0f 2013, the Public School Choice Act of 2013 on the basis of the aforementioned
federal court cases and orders, and agency mandates; and

WHEREAS, the Board understands that this exemption is irrevocable for one year from
the date the Department of Education is notified of the declaration of exemption.
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NOW THEREFORE, the Board, upon due consideration and deliberation, hereby
resolves, approves and adopts this Resolution for the purpose of declaring an exemption under
the Public School Choice of 201 3, Act 1227 of 2013 (to be codified) , for a period of one (1) year
from the date that this Resolution is received by the Department of Education, for use in the
Forrest City School District immediately; and

NOwW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this Board of the Forrest City School District
hereby authorizes the Superintendent of the Forrest City School District to immediately submit a
copy of this Resolution to the Department of Education; to post the exemption as the District’s
School Choice Policy (Policy) in the appropriate Board policies, student handbooks, Forrest City
School District website, and all other places in order to give notice to the District’s patrons and
the general public of the Board’s adoption of the Policy; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Superintendent is directed to
carefully monitor and study the racial segregation implications of application of the Public
School Choice Act of 2013 in other Arkansas districts, as well as the interest expressed therein
within this district, and report the same to the Board from time to time during 2013-14; and,

Joey Astin - Board President

5-14- 5013

Date

CERTIFICATION

I, Glenn Shepherd, Secretary of the Board of Education of the Forrest City School
District, hereby certify that the above and foregoing resolution was considered and adopted by
said Board at a special session onMay 14 9013,

Glenn Shepherd - Bard Secretary

5-14- 3013

Date
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Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 1227 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansasds Engrossed: S1/31/13 S§2/14/13 §2/26/13 S3/5/13 §3/12/13
H4/6/13

89th General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2013 SENATE BILL 65

By: Senators J. Key, Holland, Bledsoe, A. Clark, J. Hendren, Irvin, Rapert
By: Representatives Biviano, McLean, Alexander, D. Altes, Barnett, Carnine, Cozart, Dale, Deffenbaugh,
D. Douglas, Harris, Hutchison, Lowery, Neal, Ratliff, Scott, Slinkard, Wren

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF
2013; TO REPEAL THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 1989;
TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO ESTABLISH THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT
OF 2013; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-18-206 is repealed.

MR
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As Engrossed:

S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65
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school year-

S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65
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As Engrossed:

S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-15-430(b) (1), concerning student

transfers from a school district that is identified as being in academic
distress, is amended to read as follows:

(b) (1) Any student attending a public school district classified as
being in academic distress shall automatically be eligible and entitled
pursuant to the Arkansas Public School Choice Aectof 1989, § 6-18-206 Public
School Choice Act of 2013, § 6-18-1901 et seq., to transfer to another

geographiecally econtiguous school district not in academic distress during the

time period that a school district is classified as being in academic

distress and, therefore, not be required to file a petition by July1 June 1
but shall meet all other requirements and conditions of the ArkansasPublie

Sehool ChoiceAct—of 1989, § 6-18-206 Public School Choice Act of 2013, § 6-
18-1901 et seq.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-18-202(g), concerning the age and
attendance requirements for attending public schools, is amended to read as
follows:

(g) This section shall not be construed to restrict a student’s
ability to participate in a tuition agreement with a nonresident school
district or to officially transfer to another school district pursuant to the

Arkansas Publie School Choice Actof 1989, § 6-18-206 Public School Choice
Act of 2013, § 6-18-1901 et seq.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-18-227(b)(2)(A) (1), concerning the
Arkansas Opportunity Public School Choice Act of 2004, is amended to read as
follows:

(2)(A) (i) For the purposes of continuity of educational choice,
the transfer shall operate as an irrevocable election for each subsequent
entire school year and shall remain in force until the student completes high
school or the parent, guardian, or the student, if the student is over
eighteen (18) years of age, makes application no later than July 30 for
attendance or transfer as provided for by §§ 6-18-202, 6-18-2065—and § 6-18-

6 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLROO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

316, or by June 1 under the Public School Choice Act of 2013, § 6-18-1901 et

seq.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-21-812(a), concerning student transfers
from a school district that is identified as being in fiscal distress, is
amended to read as follows:

(a)(1) Any student attending a public school district classified as
being in facilities distress shall automatically be eligible and entitled
under the Arkansas Publiec School Ghoice Aetof 1989, § 6-18-206 Public School
Choice Act of 2013, § 6-18-1901 et seq., to transfer to another

geographiecally econtiguous school district not in facilities distress during

the time period that a district is classified as being in facilities

distress.
(2) The student is not required to file a petition by July—1
June 1 but shall meet all other requirements and conditions of the Arkansas

Publie Sehool Choice Actof 1989, § 6-18-206 Public School Choice Act of
2013, § 6-18-1901 et seq.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 18, is amended to add an
additional subchapter to read as follows:

Subchapter 19 — Public School Choice Act of 2013

6-18-1901. Title — Legislative findings.

(a) This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Public
School Choice Act of 2013".
(b) The General Assembly finds that:

(1) The students in Arkansas’s public schools and their parents

will become more informed about and involved in the public educational system

1if students and their parents are provided greater freedom to determine the

most effective school for meeting their individual educational needs. There

is no right school for every student, and permitting students to choose from

among different schools with differing assets will increase the likelihood

that some at-risk students will stay in school and that other, more motivated

students will find their full academic potential;

(2) Giving more options to parents and students with respect to

where the students attend public school will increase the responsiveness and

effectiveness of the state’s schools because teachers, administrators, and

7 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLROO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

school board members will have added incentive to satisfy the educational

needs of the students who reside in the district; and

(3) These benefits of enhanced quality and effectiveness in our

public schools justify permitting a student to apply for admission to a

school in any school district beyond the school district in which the student

resides, provided that the transfer by the student does not conflict with an

enforceable judicial decree or court order remedying the effects of past

racial segregation in the school district.

6-18-1902. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Nonresident district” means a school district other than a

student’s resident district;

(2) "Parent" means a student’s parent, guardian, or other person

having custody or care of the student;

(3) “Resident district” means the school district in which the

student resides as determined under § 6-18-202; and

(4) "Transfer student” means a public school student who

transfers to a nonresident district through a public school choice option

under this subchapter.

6-18-1903. Public school choice program established.

(a) A public school choice program is established to enable a student

to attend a school in a nonresident district, subject to the Iimitations

under § 6-18-1906.

(b) Fach school district shall participate in a public school choice

program consistent with this subchapter.

(c) This subchapter does not require a school district to add

teachers, staff, or classrooms, or in any way to exceed the requirements and

standards established by existing law.

(d) (1) The board of directors of a public school district shall adopt

by resolution specific standards for acceptance and rejection of applications

under this subchapter.

(2) The standards:

(A) May include without Iimitation the capacity of a

program, class, grade level, or school building;

8 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLROO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

(B) Shall include a statement that priority will be given

to an applicant who has a sibling or stepsibling who:

(1) Resides in the same household; and

(ii) 1Is already enrolled in the nonresident district

by choice; and

(C) Shall not include an applicant’s:

(1) Academic achievement;

(ii) Athletic or other extracurricular ability;

(iii) FEnglish proficiency level; or

(iv) Previous disciplinary proceedings, except that

an expulsion from another district may be included under § 6-18-510.

(3) A school district receiving transfers under this act shall

not discriminate on the basis of gender, national origin, race, ethnicity,

religion, or disability.

(e) A nonresident district shall:

(1) Accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by

another district; and

(2) Award a diploma to a nonresident student if the student

meets the nonresident district’s graduation requirements.

(f) The superintendent of a school district shall cause public

announcements to be made over the broadcast media and either in the print

media or on the Internet to inform parents of students in adjoining districts

of the:

(1) Availability of the program;

(2) Application deadline; and

(3) Requirements and procedure for nonresident students to

participate in the program.

6-18-1904. General provisions.

(a) The transfer of a student under the Arkansas Public School Choice

Act of 1989, § 6-18-206 [repealed], is not voided by this subchapter and

shall be treated as a transfer under this subchapter.

(b) (1) A student may accept only one (1) school choice transfer per

school year.

(2)(A) A student who accepts a public school choice transfer may

return to his or her resident district during the school year.

9 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLROO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

(B) If a transferred student returns to his or her

resident district, the student’s transfer is voided, and the student shall

reapply if the student seeks a future school choice transfer.

(c)(l) A transfer student attending a nonresident school under this

subchapter may complete all remaining school years at the nonresident

district.

(2) A present or future sibling of a student who continues

enrollment in the nonresident district under this subsection may enroll in or

continue enrollment in the nonresident district until the sibling of the

transfer student completes his or her secondary education, Iif the district

has the capacity to accept the sibling without adding teachers, staff, or

classrooms or exceeding the regulations and standards established by law.

(d)(1) The transfer student or the transfer student’s parent is

responsible for the transportation of the transfer student to and from the

school in the nonresident district where the transfer student is enrolled.

(2) The nonresident district may enter into a written agreement

with the student, the student’s parent, or the resident district to provide

the transportation.

(3) The State Board of Fducation may resolve disputes concerning

transportation arising under this subsection.

(e) For purposes of determining a school district’s state aid, a

transfer student is counted as a part of the average daily membership of the

nonresident district where the transfer student is enrolled.

6-18-1905. Application for a transfer.

(a) If a student seeks to attend a school in a nonresident district,

the student’s parent shall submit an application:

(1) To the nonresident district with a copy to the resident

district;

(2) On a form approved by the Department of Education; and

(3) Postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in which the

student seeks to begin the fall semester at the nonresident district.

(b) (1) By August 1 of the school year in which the student seeks to

enroll in a nonresident district under this subchapter, the superintendent of

the nonresident district shall notify the parent and the resident district in

writing as to whether the student’s application has been accepted or

10 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLR0OO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

rejected.
(2) If the application is rejected, the superintendent of the

nonresident district shall state in the notification letter the reason for

rejection.
(3) If the application is accepted, the superintendent of the

nonresident district shall state in the notification letter:

(A) A reasonable deadline by which the student shall

enroll in the nonresident district and after which the acceptance

notification is null; and

(B) Instructions for the renewal procedures established by

the nonresident district.

6-18-1906. Limitations.

(a) If the provisions of this subchapter conflict with a provision of

an enforceable desegregation court order or a district’s court-approved

desegregation plan regarding the effects of past racial segregation in

sStudent assignment, the provisions of the order or plan shall govern.

(b) (1) A school district annually may declare an exemption under this

section if the school district is subject to the desegregation order or

mandate of a federal court or agency remedying the effects of past racial

segregation.

(2)(A) An exemption declared by a board of directors under this

subsection is irrevocable for one (1) year from the date the school district

notifies the Department of Education of the declaration of exemption.

(B) After each year of exemption, the board of directors

may elect to participate in public school choice under this section if the

school district’s participation does not conflict with the school district’s

federal court-ordered desegregation programn.

(3) A school district shall notify the department by April 1 if

in the next school year the school district intends to:

(A) Declare an exemption under this section; or

(B) Resume participation after a period of exemption.

(c)(l1)(A) There is established a numerical net maximum Iimit on school

choice transfers each school year from a school district, less any school

choice transfers into the school district, under this section of not more

than three percent (3%) of the school district’s three-quarter average daily

11 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLR0OO2
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membership for the immediately preceding school year.

(B) For the purpose of determining the percentage of

school choice transfers under this subsection, siblings who are counted in

the numerator as transfer students shall count as one (1) student, and

siblings who are counted in the denominator as part of the average daily

membership shall count as one (1) student.

(2) Annually by June 1, the Department of Education shall report

to each school district the net maximum number of school choice transfers for

the current school year.

(3) If a student is unable to transfer due to the limits under

this subsection, the resident district shall give the student priority for a

transfer in the following year in the order that the resident district

receives notices of applications under § 6-18-1905, as evidenced by a

notation made by the district on the applications indicating date and time of

receipt.

6-18-1907. Rules — Appeal — Data collection and reporting.

(a) The State Board of Fducation may promulgate rules to implement

this subchapter.

(b) (1) A student whose application for a transfer under § 6-18-1905 is

rejected by the nonresident district may request a hearing before the state

board to reconsider the transfer.

(2)(A) A request for a hearing before the state board shall be

in writing and shall be postmarked no later than ten (10) days after the

Student or the student’s parent receives a notice of rejection of the

application under § 6-18-1905.

(B) As part of the review process, the parent may submit

supporting documentation that the transfer would be in the best educational,

social, or psychological interest of the student.

(3) If the state board overturns the determination of the

nonresident district on appeal, the state board shall notify the parent, the

nonresident district, and the resident district of the basis for the state

board’s decision.

(c)(1) The department shall collect data from school districts on the

number of applications for student transfers under this section and study the

effects of school choice transfers under this subchapter, including without

12 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLR0OO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

limitation the net maximum number of transfers and exemptions, on both

resident and nonresident districts for up to two (2) years to determine if a

racially segregative impact has occurred to any school district.

(2) Annually by October 1, the department shall report its

findings from the study of the data under this subsection to the Senate

Committee on Education and the House Committee on Education its finding.

6-18-1909. Effective date.

The provisions of this subchapter shall remain in effect until July 1,
2015.
SECTION 7. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that certain provisions of the

Arkansas Public School Choice Act of 1989, § 6-18-206, have been found to be

unconstitutional by a federal court; that thousands of public school students

are currently attending public schools in nonresident school districts under

that law; that there is now uncertainty about the viability of those

transfers and future transfers; that this act repeals the disputed provisions

of that law while preserving the opportunity for public school choice; and

that this act is immediately necessary to resolve the uncertainty in the law

before the 2013-2014 school year and preserve existing student transfers.

Therefore, an emergency is declared to exist, and this act being immediately

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, and safety shall

become effective on:

(1) The date of its approval by the Governor;

(2) If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor,

the expiration of the period of time during which the Governor may veto the

bill; or

(3) If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, the date the last house overrides the veto.

/s/J. Key

APPROVED: 04/16/2013
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION EMERGENCY RULES GOVERNING

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013
May 13, 2013

1.00 PURPOSE

1.01  These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Rules
Governing the Public School Choice Act of 2013
1.02  The purpose of these rules is to set forth the process and procedures necessary to
administer the Public School Choice Act of 2013.
2.00 AUTHORITY
2.01 The Arkansas State Board of Education promulgated these rules pursuant to the
authority granted to it by Act 1227 of 2013 and Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-11-105 and
25-15-201 et seq.
3.00 DEFINITIONS

4.00

As used in these rules:

3.01 ,Nonresident District,, means a school district other than a student,s resident
district;

3.02 ,Parent,, means a student,s parent, guardian, or other person having custody or
care of the student;

3.03 ,.Resident district,, means the school district in which the student resides as
determined under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-202;

3.04 ,Sibling,, means each of two (2) or more children having a parent in common by
blood, adoption, marriage, or foster care; and

3.05 ., Transfer student,, means a public school student who transfers to a nonresident

district through a public school choice option under Arkansas Code, Title 6,
Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules.

ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM

4.01 A public school choice program is established to enable a student to attend a
school in a nonresident district, subject to the limitations under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-18-1906 and Section 7.00 of these rules.

4.02  Each school district shall participate in a public school choice program consistent

with Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules.




4.03

These rules do not require a school district to add teachers, staff, or classrooms, or

4.04

in any way to exceed the requirements and standards established by existing law.

The board of directors of a public school district shall adopt by resolution specific

4.05

standards for acceptance and rejection of applications under Arkansas Code, Title
6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules. The standards:

4.04.1 May include without limitation the capacity of a program, class, grade
level, or school building;

4.04.2 Shall include a statement that priority will be given to an applicant who
has a sibling or stepsibling who:

4.04.2.1 Resides in the same household; and

4.04.2.2 Is already enrolled in the nonresident district by choice.

4.04.3 Shall not include an applicant,s:

4.04.3.1 Academic achievement;

4.04.3.2 Athletic or other extracurricular ability;

4.04.3.3 English proficiency level; or

4.04.3.4 Previous disciplinary proceedings, except that an expulsion
from another district may be included under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-18-510.

4.04.4 A school district receiving transfers under the Public School Choice Act of
2013 and these rules shall not discriminate on the basis of gender, national
origin, race, ethnicity, religion, or disability.

A nonresident district shall;

4.06

4.05.1 Accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by another district;
and

4.05.2 Award a diploma to a nonresident student if the student meets the
nonresident district,s graduation requirements.

The superintendent of a school district shall cause public announcements to be

made over the broadcast media and either in the print media or on the Internet to
inform parents of students in adjoining districts of the:




4.06.1 Availability of the program:;

4.06.2 Application deadline; and

4.06.3 Requirements and procedure for nonresident students to participate in the
program.

5.00 GENERAL PROVISIONS

5.01

The transfer of a student under the Arkansas Public School Choice Act of 1989

5.02

(Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-206 [repealed]), is not voided by Arkansas Code, Title 6,
Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules and shall be treated as a transfer under
Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules.

A student may accept only one (1) school choice transfer per school year.

5.03

5.02.1 A student who accepts a public school choice transfer may return to his or
her resident district during the school year.

5.02.2 If a transferred student returns to his or her resident district, the student,s
transfer is voided, and the student shall reapply if the student seeks a
future school choice transfer.

A transfer student attending a nonresident school under Arkansas Code, Title 6,

5.04

Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules may complete all remaining school
years at the nonresident district.

5.03.1 A present or future sibling of a student who continues enrollment in the
nonresident district under Section 5.03 of these rules may enroll in or
continue enrollment in the nonresident district until the sibling of the
transfer student completes his or her secondary education, if the district
has the capacity to accept the sibling without adding teachers, staff, or
classrooms or exceeding the regulations and standards established by law.

The transfer student or the transfer student,s parent is responsible for the

transportation of the transfer student to and from the school in the nonresident
district where the transfer student is enrolled.

5.04.1 The nonresident district may enter into a written agreement with the
student, the student,s parent, or the resident district to provide the

transportation.

5.04.2 The State Board of Education may resolve disputes concerning
transportation arising under Section 5.04 of these rules.




5.05

For purposes of determining a school district,s state aid, a transfer student is

counted as part of the average daily membership of the nonresident district where
the transfer student is enrolled.

6.00 APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER

6.01

If a student seeks to attend a school in a nonresident district, the student,s parent

6.02

shall submit an application:

6.01.1 To the nonresident district with a copy to the resident district;

6.01.2 On the form that is attached to these rules as Attachment 1; and

6.01.3 Postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in which the student seeks to
begin the fall semester at the nonresident district.

By August 1 of the school year in which the student seeks to enroll in a

nonresident district under Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and
these rules, the superintendent of the nonresident district shall notify the parent
and the resident district in writing as to whether the student,s application has been
accepted or rejected. The notification shall be sent via First-Class Mail to the
address on the application.

6.02.1 If the application is rejected, the superintendent of the nonresident district
shall state in the notification letter the reason for the rejection.

6.02.2 If the application is accepted, the superintendent of the nonresident district
shall state in the notification letter:

6.02.2.1 A reasonable deadline by which the student shall enroll in
the nonresident district and after which the acceptance
notification is null; and

6.02.2.2 Instructions for the renewal procedures established by the
nonresident district.

7.00 LIMITATIONS

7.01

If the provisions of Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these

7.02

rules conflict with a provision of an enforceable desegregation court order or a
district,s court-approved desegregation plan regarding the effects of past racial
segregation in student assignment, the provisions of the order or plan shall

govern.

A school district annually may declare an exemption under Arkansas Code, Title

6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules if the school district is subject to the




7.03

desegregation order or mandate of a federal court or agency remedying the effects

of past racial segregation.

7.02.1

An exemption declared by a board of directors under Section 7.02 of these

7.02.2

rules is irrevocable for one (1) year from the date the school district
notifies the Department of Education of the declaration of exemption.

After each year of exemption, the board of directors may elect to

7.02.3

participate in public school choice under Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter
18, Subchapter 19 and these rules if the school district,s participation does
not conflict with the school district,s federal court-ordered desegregation

program.

A school district shall notify the Department of Education by April 1 if in

the next school year the school district intends to:

7.02.3.1 Declare an exemption under Section 7.02 of these rules; or
7.02.3.2 Resume participation after a period of exemption.
7.02.3.3 A school district shall provide the notifications under

Section 7.02.3.1 or 7.02.3.2 to:

Office of the Commissioner

ATTN: Arkansas Public School Choice Act
Four Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

There is established a numerical net maximum limit on school choice transfers

each school year from a school district, less any school choice transfers into the

school district under Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these

rules of not more than three percent (3%) of the school district,s three-quarter

average daily membership for the immediately preceding school year.

7.03.1

For the purpose of determining the percentage of school choice transfers

7.03.2

under Section 7.03 of these rules, siblings who are counted in the
numerator as transfer students shall count as one (1) student, and siblings
who are counted in the denominator as part of the average daily
membership shall count as one (1) student.

Annually by June 1, the Department of Education shall report to each

7.03.3

school district the net maximum number of school choice transfers for the
current school year.

If a student is unable to transfer due to the limits under Section 7.03 of

these rules, the resident district shall give the student priority for a transfer




in the following year in the order that the resident district receives notices
of applications under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and Section 6.00 of
these rules, as evidenced by a notation made by the district on the
applications indicating date and time of receipt.

8.00 APPEAL, DATA COLLECTION AND REPORTING

8.01

A student whose application for a transfer under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and

Section 6.00 of these rules is rejected by the nonresident district may request a

hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the transfer.

8.01.1

A request for a hearing before the State Board of Education shall be in

8.01.2

writing and shall be postmarked no later than ten (10) calendar days,
excluding weekends and legal holidays, after the student or the student,s
parent receives a notice of rejection of the application under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-18-1905 and Section 6.00 of these rules and shall be mailed to:

Office of the Commissioner

ATTN: Arkansas Public School Choice Act Appeals
Four Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

Contemporaneously with the filing of the written appeal with the Office of

8.01.3

the Commissioner, the student or student,s parent must also mail a copy of
the written appeal to the superintendent of the nonresident school district.

In its written appeal, the student or student,s parent shall state his or her

8.01.4

basis for appealing the decision of the nonresident district.

The student or student,s parent shall submit, along with its written appeal,

8.01.5

a copy of the notice of rejection from the nonresident school district.

As part of the review process, the student or student,s parent may submit

8.01.6

supporting documentation that the transfer would be in the best
educational, social, or psychological interest of the student.

The nonresident district may submit, in writing, any additional

information, evidence, or arguments supporting its rejection of the
student, s application by mailing such response to the State Board of
Education. Such response shall be postmarked no later than ten (10) days
after the nonresident district receives the student or parent,s appeal. The
response of the nonresident district shall be mailed to:

Office of the Commissioner
ATTN: Arkansas Public School Choice Act Appeals
Four Capitol Mall




8.02

Little Rock, AR 72201

8.01.7 Contemporaneously with the filing of its response with the Office of the
Commissioner, the nonresident district must also mail a copy of the
response to the student or student,s parent.

8.01.8 If the State Board of Education overturns the determination of the
nonresident district on appeal, the State Board of Education shall notify
the parent, the nonresident district, and the resident district of the basis for
the State Board of Education,s decision.

The Department of Education shall collect data from school districts on the

8.03

number of applications for student transfers under Section 8.00 of these rules and
study the effects of school choice transfers under Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter
18, Subchapter 19 and these rules, including without limitation the net maximum
number of transfers and exemptions, on both resident and nonresident districts for
up to two (2) years to determine if a racially segregative impact has occurred to
any school district.

Annually by October 1, the Department of Education shall report its findings from

the study of the data under Section 8.02 of these rules to the Senate Committee on
Education and the House Committee on Education.

9.00 EFFECTIVE DATE

The provisions of the Arkansas Public School Choice Act of 2013 and these rules shall remain in

effect until July 1, 2015.

10.00 STATE BOARD HEARING PROCEDURES

The following procedures shall apply to hearings conducted by the State Board of Education

pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1907 and Section 8.00 of these rules:

10.01

A staff member of the Arkansas Department of Education shall introduce the

10.02

agenda item.

All persons wishing to testify before the State Board of Education shall first be

10.03

placed under oath by the Chairperson of the State Board.

Each party shall have the opportunity to present an opening statement of no

10.04

longer than five (5) minutes, beginning with the nonresident school district. The
Chairperson of the State Board may, for good cause shown and upon request of
either party, allow either party additional time to present their opening statements.

Each party shall be given twenty (20) minutes to present their cases, beginning

with the nonresident school district. The Chairperson of the State Board may, for




11.00

10.05

good cause shown and upon request of either party, allow either party additional
time to present their cases.

The State Board of Education, at its discretion, shall have the authority to require

10.06

any person associated with the application to appear in person before the State
Board as a witness during the hearing. The State Board of Education may accept
testimony by affidavit, declaration or deposition.

Every witness may be subject to direct examination, cross examination and

10.07

questioning by the State Board of Education.

For the purposes of the record, documents offered during the hearing by the

10.08

nonresident district shall be clearly marked in sequential, numeric order (1,2.3).

For the purposes of the record, documents offered during the hearing by the

10.09

appealing party shall be clearly marked in sequential, alphabetic letters (A,B,C).

The nonresident school district shall have the burden of proof in proving the basis

10.10

for denial of the transfer.

The State Board of Education may sustain the rejection of the nonresident district

10.11

or grant the appeal.

The State Board of Education may announce its decision immediately after

hearing all arguments and evidence or may take the matter under advisement.
The State Board shall provide a written decision to the Department of Education,
the appealing party, the nonresident district and the resident district within
fourteen (14) days of announcing its decision under this section.

EMERGENCY CLAUSE

11.01

WHEREAS, Act 1227 of 2013 contained an emergency clause and became

11.02

effective on April 16, 2013; and

WHEREAS, Act 1227 of 2013 authorizes the State Board of Education to

11.03

promulgate rules to implement the Act; and

WHEREAS, these rules are immediately necessary to achieve the purposes of Act

11.04

1227 of 2013 to resolve uncertainty in the law before the 2013-2014 school year
and preserve existing student transfers;

THEREFORE, the State Board of Education hereby determines pursuant to Ark.

Code Ann. § 25-15-204 that imminent peril to the welfare of Arkansas public
school students, parents and school districts will result without the immediate
promulgation of these rules.




ATTACHMENT 1

APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER TO A NONRESIDENT DISTRICT
“ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013”
(Must Be Submitted to Non-Resident and Resident Districts)

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Student Name:

Student Date of Birth: Gender Male |:| Female |:|

Grade:

Does the applicant require special needs or programs? Yes |_| N0|_|

Is applicant currently under expulsion?  Yes |_| No |_|

ETHNIC ORIGIN (CHECK ONE) (For data reporting purposes only)

2 or More Races Asian African-American

Hispanic Native American/ Native Hawaiian/
Native Alaskan Pacific Islander

White

RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT OF APPLICANT

District Name: County Name:

Address:

Phone:

NONRESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT APPLICANT WISHES TO ATTEND

District Name: County Name:

Address:

Phone:

Does the applicant already have a sibling or step-sibling in attendance in this district?




PARENT OR GUARDIAN INFORMATION

Name: Home Phone:
Address: Work Phone:
Parent/Guardian Signature Date:

Pursuant to standards adopted by a nonresident school board a nonresident district may reserve the right to accept and
reject applicants based on capacity of programs, class, grade level, or school building. Likewise, a nonresident district,s
standards may provide for the rejection of an applicant based upon the submission of false or misleading information to
the above listed request for information when that information directly impacts the legal qualifications of an applicant to
transfer pursuant to the School Choice Act. However, a nonresident district,s standards shall not include an applicant,s
previous academic achievement, athletic or other extracurricular ability, handicapping conditions, English proficiency
level, or previous disciplinary proceedings, except that an expulsion from another district may be included pursuant to
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-510. Priority will be given to applicants with siblings or step-siblings attending the district. The
nonresident district shall accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by another district and award a diploma to a
nonresident applicant if the applicant meets the nonresident district,s graduation requirements. This application must be
filed in the nonresident district (with a copy to the resident district) or postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in
which the applicant would begin the fall semester at the nonresident district. A student whose application for transfer is
rejected by the nonresident district may request a hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the transfer
by filing such a request in writing with the Commissioner of Education no later than ten (10) days after the student or
student,s parent receives a notice of rejection. (Consult Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and the Arkansas Department of
Education Rules Governing the Public School Choice Act of 2013 for specific procedures on how to file such an appeal).

DISTRICT USE ONLY
Date and Time Received by Resident District: Date and Time Received by Nonresident District:
Resident District LEA #: Nonresident District LEA#:
Student, s State Identification #:
Application Accepted Rejected

Reason for Rejection (If Applicable):

Date Notification Sent to Parent/Guardian of Applicant:

Date Notification Sent to Resident District :

10




NOTICE LETTER



0. ARKANSAS
] (s DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

SERVICE "

June 18§, 2013
Dr. Tom W. Kimbrell
Commyssioner Mr. Brad J. Beavers Mr. Jon Estes, Superintendent
Attorney at Law Palestine-Wheatley School District
Stats Board 407 Cleveland Street P.O. Box 790
of Education Forrest City, AR 72335-3302 Palestine, AR 72372
Jim Cooper . .
Melbourme Mr. John Harbin Ms. Joye Hughes, Superintendent
Chair Attorney at Law Forrest City School District
Brenda Guliett 1415 E. Broadway 845 N. Rosser
rayeliculie Forrest City, AR 72335 Forrest City, AR 72335
Sk Re:  Appeal Under the Public School Choice Act of 2013
Harbin v. Palestine-Wheatley School District
oy VIA CERTIFIED AND REGULAR MAIL
Sam Ledbetter
Little Rock Everyone:

Alice M2y On June 17, 2013, Mr. John Harbin filed a petition appealing the decision of the
Palestine-Wheatley School District to deny the following applications made

T°y§f02‘§:§°" pursuant to the Public School Choice Act 0of 2013:
Mireya Reith ]

nge/i?tev?!e e Tyler Harbin

Vicki Saviers ¢ Skyler Harbin

Liftle Rack
This letter is to notify you that the Arkansas State Board of Education is

tentatively scheduled to hear the above-referenced appeal(s) on Monday, July 8,
2013, The mecting will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Auditorium of the Arch Ford
Education Building, Four Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Enclosed with this letter you will find a copy of Act 1227 0f 2013 and the
Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Goveming the Public School
Choice Act of 2013. Any additional materials any party chooses to submit should
be provided to my office no later than 12:00 noon on July 3, 2013.

The above-referenced appeal(s) will be conducted pursuant to the legal authority
and jurisdiction vested in the State Board by Act 1227 of 2013 and the Arkansas
Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public School Choice

Act of 2013.
Four Capitol Mali
Hittle Rock AR Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. Please do not hesitate to
(501) 682-4475 contact me at (501) 682-4227 should you require additional information.
ArkansasEd.org
An Equal Opportunity

Employer



School Choice Appeal Hearing Notice
June 18, 2013
Page 2 of 2

Respectfully,

25;.4 Ca@\

Jeremy C. Lasiter
General Counsel

Enclosures
cC: Tom W. Kimbrell, Ed.D., Commissioner of Education

Mr. John Hoy, Asst. Commissioner, Div. of Public School Accountability
State Board of Education Office



APPEAL



6 J/-13

¢ Akonsas aljémrﬁmeu‘f' o Ediation

S)Led’ SShool_Choice /‘h@xl Focrest C‘k/ Qu,éﬁ‘{'m UA&“H%E

On /WM f§ 3.013 we Soll;m e an C\ﬁﬁf cm‘-;m

7 CAa.nap SC-AM/S éf‘ o' C//Jf&n /y/va(‘ and

S)é\r/ex‘ izéwtn’l W/;o L l? be Je nce m)% %e

8_7% qmg’@ On Tone é; whe, (‘@C—W&’@/ d‘/@w

m M@ maI S?éJ[ﬂc? —}4\"} JarfesTt Cﬁly Schoels

Acﬁ' O&Iaf’ed "‘SQI‘€ Q—Xemp‘f' —Q&m’\ '7‘%@ P(UU:S:aﬂS

3‘F ‘Hl\@ 9«:@[ c;/m.ca An,u) dde 7% + km ook

A 0’9&@@6‘qu+&9#\ ordes #@aéﬁe /?/ZV 5/ /&/{‘&n

Coxny mﬁd" aHend @/9574:1@ a/%éh?[/% | s 333,

7%& fexsons ‘QJ‘ /m/ d Ul‘@ﬂ CAﬂq m Sc:[aa/s

15 GJ(‘QS‘LC 710 JQ?“;‘Q{' Mem -é;»\ Gn eo’uc_obﬁm

“#bﬂ' L | éw‘w “’J’V\ £or ‘/‘/te {‘QS‘F &“PH@ ¢

/o-é T wd W\ G{n)@. iSSOQS #Lm{' Aﬁ.s %km

Piac,p L th _my childen

Sk v/d‘ le"[’ N

I3 S’A\x h‘\‘ I4 S#OJmf o~ (oll Mc?o‘@,[ one.

udfw w, | g0 Sameujftefe m e A}f‘ o’ufc;ﬁt'a

Cotvendh iss0s W H3  Fopest ‘ly 17 has Scond

het, She  made e bad C\{‘a&: evex  the

&:\cl\w DA* I\@X cxm—) e mate S‘FUC)QWB'

I ‘@m"r ot ‘I—J}le CASS S\\@, 7 +ecnr.;\\q;{‘ )

5’]‘0&‘)\*63 P" ‘N Hhet ‘¢ noses £ ECoXS




Cor Nowsliodion, L was Hl) bt Hhis by

ﬂ’\tf @e[xkf 0}0«4 /c%'f[‘@f' gemx}:‘e S’/e ars Se

oté?u o %f' 5/ Jo/ prt Lo el are tbule)

da' 5/ %‘?‘é%g;nae f//t; mac;%s Ao/ C?I“QGI@ i

wo/ulo’ be upsp‘f' bot wecte W+Mq(col ;7" Moot

-71_&:161@" C} CJ went 74 ﬂ!‘marﬁ'ml ﬂd#m 245 %

MML 749 5&0@&"!‘:’1'7[&%!* 7 C’"”C} 7‘7{9 f ngs;m as t‘z’/é\'lL

&
<an we (Js fnce %5 j‘WeﬂdJ e Wdrfbféoj a/szp/nwy
7

aclion faken, [+ ) aot hegpon, T hegt pmy

c:%@/rtu‘ W?L o zhoo] o 5’ 0éy; drguing m\[,{

Saﬂ@.(‘ «Q‘Fena!-% 64‘17[' I / Fiteevl b’d 5'/0 ,& Mﬂ(/ﬂ?j

74 ey &Ai‘s‘ Loelly Hos abs dbue. Then

A @w uJ@oks / 719,{‘ %@ ﬂ;ﬂ /upa,’ &zmuea] ww’

o/ddq/i‘}w n 4’}‘6 Aa[/ w,ﬁ% fof Gioads anc]

71310) ;éej‘ 5/@ Aw’ % 7[& ou¥ /(w /{m{‘ &nuj

5[@ Ce.-“-eJ J s o..no] @i d sie Xc‘o} aawCScm[eCJ

L@ c A Baub’ AG’G&.\}SQ }“{— Was Jfﬁ@ j)ﬂw‘a’plmn\m
5’/ went on '7[19 5‘% Ma{' §/€ Afn.oj @ Jc’.e

5@5,@{‘ /:ewL o:l" H" and he ﬂq!‘eeo], M( Aﬁw{\

how ks \C@dv‘tus with « c/; on E‘h 'Tﬂfs

G()S‘a %"P 7LL@4\ ‘I‘” 6&0{@.{‘{%‘!;9%0&?1'# and W/\m

nga.\ Zame jn G mea“{“mc fred) and 56110/

QL alo’ M‘f‘ };ow‘e ﬂ‘m—& AL oy /t’r:?é

o ‘}Lw\ m’iJ e c}o) i’la“[/ }{V\w’ Ldlmi}' we

e hine ot TAis ake Sewd sy

LR\ WL:A(\. Wovld  Nedel ©@uef nmo,d@z‘r/\ -




A ng‘i‘ awf;: /%;/ 4‘,’;[’7[@;!‘ q}fo v”:es Cfvmncm( o

and_#nied cw"" "@ C'é’ef/m&} " 7%, < V{)af' 51/6’ aas

one of ILA@ 747.9 S ‘74"%:44 0“‘7L Ju?l' ”Féz"'fs"e

ayo] mﬂz Ma.é@ o Z 7[[@! 75/2‘90/ Aot s

: '/7‘%»:’16 ﬂ‘ﬁt '6:!‘ nls;ée%// .é/é CJ.:&/ a/m/ was q‘é’o

m s[y A éﬁL Ggaia Ao nit ks o Hen,

%ﬁ@ /J'{E/é'f Ag ;h/‘fL /}‘F fm‘@gc:l" o /{Qv"
/e Loom fogpest CV’)/ _%’s'/ gﬁézrbﬁ’[

Tkt Sk

15/,@.(\ ,rs ﬂd+ all /’%5'7{/ m‘[— A:-’?L s Ve,;”g SM-RI"?L “

o We Aue /J _ﬁ’v’ejm, rSB‘c}ef 6?5“ !a/f‘// /" 5“:9'7['

skl e ALk ng 50 e Sewihur sent Aim

7 @::/5; in 5‘//_,/ ‘[%P ,éoé trete o w&}@;

ﬁ/ﬁqo} 9{'\ ZWI /F’ é‘ﬂ’/ /%ﬂﬂdfréjéoj o

71'/& [m Losed aju,; q{?ﬁ ped #‘S' cmoj edent

72"3‘ ;&AM aLeo+ 7%; 4,;,5/ cd—l(nq A:’\mcmc] %@M

AE’ gﬁL 3 6’41 Sspeasion ot /rsf' ?Qauf"}— ot
5.415 Vider 'gr/f»é’m/z? A’/;f /N LMMM acm/rjﬂ,;

ﬁﬁ#rﬂﬁm, Qﬂv“ ddeﬁ"[amuct My Sedl )\é’ a5

ﬁx&- g /.Mc,/\ and —]-7(\?5'9 5@7; —}’{4‘0 God on him

tM\J “\e w@_c\' o Bo:H\teﬂW\ Fo 6'—'/@m\ h: s sel€ op ’\‘l\e

ékma l)wg @llw}ed [\ " and §7taw‘|-eal /\‘Hﬁmq /WVI

in fhe Ba%mom en Foachet walbe) In mmJ

dshkd wht Was goine on e ot boys 2id

7 prd
Ans 5,4‘.‘,&}',;,@ A[a{f Néf\ T wend P R |

Ghoot s he Jo pting and my g0 sh)




phs given 3 by sipossien, ake he bus ot A biskey

and ﬁrméeo’ on cﬂl Voar” fno/ ﬂa‘?%m;r Lets el (/ﬂ@

ﬁ/ 7@1& o /io-é 7 out G ly afsﬁé L’dausp ’7%:,

Wede Je ﬂ.q v’uj c?ma‘l' 0%—‘ atlceﬂt‘ 5-5/&*’/ amJ #@J‘ Jemﬁm

on_[i€e C/ém;pc) Jms“'ta/sf ke 7 S e 4 ﬁi“// {'mo’,( |

oo <hos| and qv#nq m]/aa?[epf-' Ooo Jheoe S0/ 7/7{@

A e Gmrfic; H‘d ﬁdﬁ‘?ﬁ Of"’hmﬁﬂl‘zﬁ Sjépﬂf é@dﬁdj@ 15

(a/(m[ a's'{-p,c:f' 15 vnﬁ‘P and 15 A a/;‘amdwé_ s”;lwrr

on “’H\&\ /"Q’s » Pedé)meﬂ/ec] M@J ca,‘?“M JJ'?L /e /‘eﬁfs—p/

_/DWJP oV [?.ajs an A@éaﬂsc cﬁ"'tc /“;Gmﬂg,w; P:/wzé"

f?" 5‘&/\’&9/ WA a/; zé??ﬁf rm?‘%;’f Lbise ., /u zan't

fmé\‘;r e WA?L #5' /’j‘?f ﬂéﬂ? ol '[é-m /y' ,%47é¢,5-

Jarﬂ?‘}’ ﬁaméj / 98 / Hohverd 1467 /‘fv“f‘g;% J"‘;Zy /4,(’ 5{)_?_?5“

Vb (303500,

/4@&» qe,#ﬂq # /e#ef ‘ﬁ‘om gi.es‘[ﬂe M!‘WL[@[

Ido.i ed Mé. '57[?5 p s is ﬂ/eﬁ[m» [b//t"m?[/éy fagr,u"}e ot

GSL iy t.\)L»J'I ﬁ"’”) /0 7’1’ tf-e??l Y Zalf ;;ﬂé?Pﬂ %ﬂé‘

A‘e f»é;pgrl'eo! 49&-.' o ﬂS.é g A ‘{y 74’ f‘e/m;e ny

/4"'5‘ 5¢ ”Mﬂ*: /odlc) 4?19 i 74’%«90/ &a// i KPVGJ‘OJ f:mzf

s, fohes siho is ? Bt £y {‘?MLMM JoF sevepe]

W sages and é‘h A«s’ rm‘)f‘ fe‘t[afnw’ my A:// en W&n+

do thos) and she 5 sot Hue. e ask it Py

a\ows W\a{ él Hﬂeﬂ ’}D dH'Ww) L)ﬂ[vw- LV//[“’“ ‘1’7 W@l‘g%
W:” el An 3’,04& o, PLM 50@4“\‘5 m‘\oj fmff {ae em/women“l'

'G;(‘ "“\&e We;‘\ 19& g ) alse 'FL’S‘L‘lc kﬂucv"}‘)mey D\h\\ QXLQQ"' rc)lgu qﬁ[ﬂl‘
3—\\\'\ 5 @W <, H&L n 8{70 GG 057/




RESPONSE



Palestine-Wheatley School District No. 23 .

P.O. Box 790
Palestine, Arkansas 72372

RECEIVED
ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

JUN 11799

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

June 17, 2013 GENERAL DIVISION

RE: Harbin Family Appeal

Arkansas Board of Education: .

The Palestine-Wheatley School District rejected the Harbin family’s request for school choice because:
the resident district, Forrest City, declared itself exempt from the provisions of the school choice law
due to it being under a desegregation order. o

Respectfully,

Jon Estes
Superintendent
Palestine-Wheatley School District



STATUTE



O 00 N o U1 &~ W N =

N N = = = e e e e e
— O W 0 N o i A W N = O

NN
w N

LW W W W LW LW LW DN D DD DD DN
AN L1 &~ W N O VW 0N OB

Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
Act 1227 of the Regular Session

State of Arkansasds Engrossed: S1/31/13 S§2/14/13 §2/26/13 S3/5/13 §3/12/13
H4/6/13

89th General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2013 SENATE BILL 65

By: Senators J. Key, Holland, Bledsoe, A. Clark, J. Hendren, Irvin, Rapert
By: Representatives Biviano, McLean, Alexander, D. Altes, Barnett, Carnine, Cozart, Dale, Deffenbaugh,
D. Douglas, Harris, Hutchison, Lowery, Neal, Ratliff, Scott, Slinkard, Wren

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF
2013; TO REPEAL THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 1989;
TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO ESTABLISH THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT
OF 2013; AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-18-206 is repealed.

MR
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-15-430(b) (1), concerning student

transfers from a school district that is identified as being in academic
distress, is amended to read as follows:

(b) (1) Any student attending a public school district classified as
being in academic distress shall automatically be eligible and entitled
pursuant to the Arkansas Public School Choice Aectof 1989, § 6-18-206 Public
School Choice Act of 2013, § 6-18-1901 et seq., to transfer to another

geographiecally econtiguous school district not in academic distress during the

time period that a school district is classified as being in academic

distress and, therefore, not be required to file a petition by July1 June 1
but shall meet all other requirements and conditions of the ArkansasPublie

Sehool ChoiceAct—of 1989, § 6-18-206 Public School Choice Act of 2013, § 6-
18-1901 et seq.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-18-202(g), concerning the age and
attendance requirements for attending public schools, is amended to read as
follows:

(g) This section shall not be construed to restrict a student’s
ability to participate in a tuition agreement with a nonresident school
district or to officially transfer to another school district pursuant to the

Arkansas Publie School Choice Actof 1989, § 6-18-206 Public School Choice
Act of 2013, § 6-18-1901 et seq.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-18-227(b)(2)(A) (1), concerning the
Arkansas Opportunity Public School Choice Act of 2004, is amended to read as
follows:

(2)(A) (i) For the purposes of continuity of educational choice,
the transfer shall operate as an irrevocable election for each subsequent
entire school year and shall remain in force until the student completes high
school or the parent, guardian, or the student, if the student is over
eighteen (18) years of age, makes application no later than July 30 for
attendance or transfer as provided for by §§ 6-18-202, 6-18-2065—and § 6-18-

6 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLROO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

316, or by June 1 under the Public School Choice Act of 2013, § 6-18-1901 et

seq.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-21-812(a), concerning student transfers
from a school district that is identified as being in fiscal distress, is
amended to read as follows:

(a)(1) Any student attending a public school district classified as
being in facilities distress shall automatically be eligible and entitled
under the Arkansas Publiec School Ghoice Aetof 1989, § 6-18-206 Public School
Choice Act of 2013, § 6-18-1901 et seq., to transfer to another

geographiecally econtiguous school district not in facilities distress during

the time period that a district is classified as being in facilities

distress.
(2) The student is not required to file a petition by July—1
June 1 but shall meet all other requirements and conditions of the Arkansas

Publie Sehool Choice Actof 1989, § 6-18-206 Public School Choice Act of
2013, § 6-18-1901 et seq.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 18, is amended to add an
additional subchapter to read as follows:

Subchapter 19 — Public School Choice Act of 2013

6-18-1901. Title — Legislative findings.

(a) This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Public
School Choice Act of 2013".
(b) The General Assembly finds that:

(1) The students in Arkansas’s public schools and their parents

will become more informed about and involved in the public educational system

1if students and their parents are provided greater freedom to determine the

most effective school for meeting their individual educational needs. There

is no right school for every student, and permitting students to choose from

among different schools with differing assets will increase the likelihood

that some at-risk students will stay in school and that other, more motivated

students will find their full academic potential;

(2) Giving more options to parents and students with respect to

where the students attend public school will increase the responsiveness and

effectiveness of the state’s schools because teachers, administrators, and

7 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLROO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

school board members will have added incentive to satisfy the educational

needs of the students who reside in the district; and

(3) These benefits of enhanced quality and effectiveness in our

public schools justify permitting a student to apply for admission to a

school in any school district beyond the school district in which the student

resides, provided that the transfer by the student does not conflict with an

enforceable judicial decree or court order remedying the effects of past

racial segregation in the school district.

6-18-1902. Definitions.

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Nonresident district” means a school district other than a

student’s resident district;

(2) "Parent" means a student’s parent, guardian, or other person

having custody or care of the student;

(3) “Resident district” means the school district in which the

student resides as determined under § 6-18-202; and

(4) "Transfer student” means a public school student who

transfers to a nonresident district through a public school choice option

under this subchapter.

6-18-1903. Public school choice program established.

(a) A public school choice program is established to enable a student

to attend a school in a nonresident district, subject to the Iimitations

under § 6-18-1906.

(b) Fach school district shall participate in a public school choice

program consistent with this subchapter.

(c) This subchapter does not require a school district to add

teachers, staff, or classrooms, or in any way to exceed the requirements and

standards established by existing law.

(d) (1) The board of directors of a public school district shall adopt

by resolution specific standards for acceptance and rejection of applications

under this subchapter.

(2) The standards:

(A) May include without Iimitation the capacity of a

program, class, grade level, or school building;

8 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLROO2
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(B) Shall include a statement that priority will be given

to an applicant who has a sibling or stepsibling who:

(1) Resides in the same household; and

(ii) 1Is already enrolled in the nonresident district

by choice; and

(C) Shall not include an applicant’s:

(1) Academic achievement;

(ii) Athletic or other extracurricular ability;

(iii) FEnglish proficiency level; or

(iv) Previous disciplinary proceedings, except that

an expulsion from another district may be included under § 6-18-510.

(3) A school district receiving transfers under this act shall

not discriminate on the basis of gender, national origin, race, ethnicity,

religion, or disability.

(e) A nonresident district shall:

(1) Accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by

another district; and

(2) Award a diploma to a nonresident student if the student

meets the nonresident district’s graduation requirements.

(f) The superintendent of a school district shall cause public

announcements to be made over the broadcast media and either in the print

media or on the Internet to inform parents of students in adjoining districts

of the:

(1) Availability of the program;

(2) Application deadline; and

(3) Requirements and procedure for nonresident students to

participate in the program.

6-18-1904. General provisions.

(a) The transfer of a student under the Arkansas Public School Choice

Act of 1989, § 6-18-206 [repealed], is not voided by this subchapter and

shall be treated as a transfer under this subchapter.

(b) (1) A student may accept only one (1) school choice transfer per

school year.

(2)(A) A student who accepts a public school choice transfer may

return to his or her resident district during the school year.

9 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLROO2
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(B) If a transferred student returns to his or her

resident district, the student’s transfer is voided, and the student shall

reapply if the student seeks a future school choice transfer.

(c)(l) A transfer student attending a nonresident school under this

subchapter may complete all remaining school years at the nonresident

district.

(2) A present or future sibling of a student who continues

enrollment in the nonresident district under this subsection may enroll in or

continue enrollment in the nonresident district until the sibling of the

transfer student completes his or her secondary education, Iif the district

has the capacity to accept the sibling without adding teachers, staff, or

classrooms or exceeding the regulations and standards established by law.

(d)(1) The transfer student or the transfer student’s parent is

responsible for the transportation of the transfer student to and from the

school in the nonresident district where the transfer student is enrolled.

(2) The nonresident district may enter into a written agreement

with the student, the student’s parent, or the resident district to provide

the transportation.

(3) The State Board of Fducation may resolve disputes concerning

transportation arising under this subsection.

(e) For purposes of determining a school district’s state aid, a

transfer student is counted as a part of the average daily membership of the

nonresident district where the transfer student is enrolled.

6-18-1905. Application for a transfer.

(a) If a student seeks to attend a school in a nonresident district,

the student’s parent shall submit an application:

(1) To the nonresident district with a copy to the resident

district;

(2) On a form approved by the Department of Education; and

(3) Postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in which the

student seeks to begin the fall semester at the nonresident district.

(b) (1) By August 1 of the school year in which the student seeks to

enroll in a nonresident district under this subchapter, the superintendent of

the nonresident district shall notify the parent and the resident district in

writing as to whether the student’s application has been accepted or

10 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLR0OO2
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rejected.
(2) If the application is rejected, the superintendent of the

nonresident district shall state in the notification letter the reason for

rejection.
(3) If the application is accepted, the superintendent of the

nonresident district shall state in the notification letter:

(A) A reasonable deadline by which the student shall

enroll in the nonresident district and after which the acceptance

notification is null; and

(B) Instructions for the renewal procedures established by

the nonresident district.

6-18-1906. Limitations.

(a) If the provisions of this subchapter conflict with a provision of

an enforceable desegregation court order or a district’s court-approved

desegregation plan regarding the effects of past racial segregation in

sStudent assignment, the provisions of the order or plan shall govern.

(b) (1) A school district annually may declare an exemption under this

section if the school district is subject to the desegregation order or

mandate of a federal court or agency remedying the effects of past racial

segregation.

(2)(A) An exemption declared by a board of directors under this

subsection is irrevocable for one (1) year from the date the school district

notifies the Department of Education of the declaration of exemption.

(B) After each year of exemption, the board of directors

may elect to participate in public school choice under this section if the

school district’s participation does not conflict with the school district’s

federal court-ordered desegregation programn.

(3) A school district shall notify the department by April 1 if

in the next school year the school district intends to:

(A) Declare an exemption under this section; or

(B) Resume participation after a period of exemption.

(c)(l1)(A) There is established a numerical net maximum Iimit on school

choice transfers each school year from a school district, less any school

choice transfers into the school district, under this section of not more

than three percent (3%) of the school district’s three-quarter average daily

11 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLR0OO2
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membership for the immediately preceding school year.

(B) For the purpose of determining the percentage of

school choice transfers under this subsection, siblings who are counted in

the numerator as transfer students shall count as one (1) student, and

siblings who are counted in the denominator as part of the average daily

membership shall count as one (1) student.

(2) Annually by June 1, the Department of Education shall report

to each school district the net maximum number of school choice transfers for

the current school year.

(3) If a student is unable to transfer due to the limits under

this subsection, the resident district shall give the student priority for a

transfer in the following year in the order that the resident district

receives notices of applications under § 6-18-1905, as evidenced by a

notation made by the district on the applications indicating date and time of

receipt.

6-18-1907. Rules — Appeal — Data collection and reporting.

(a) The State Board of Fducation may promulgate rules to implement

this subchapter.

(b) (1) A student whose application for a transfer under § 6-18-1905 is

rejected by the nonresident district may request a hearing before the state

board to reconsider the transfer.

(2)(A) A request for a hearing before the state board shall be

in writing and shall be postmarked no later than ten (10) days after the

Student or the student’s parent receives a notice of rejection of the

application under § 6-18-1905.

(B) As part of the review process, the parent may submit

supporting documentation that the transfer would be in the best educational,

social, or psychological interest of the student.

(3) If the state board overturns the determination of the

nonresident district on appeal, the state board shall notify the parent, the

nonresident district, and the resident district of the basis for the state

board’s decision.

(c)(1) The department shall collect data from school districts on the

number of applications for student transfers under this section and study the

effects of school choice transfers under this subchapter, including without

12 01-16-2013 13:51:59 CLR0OO2
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As Engrossed: S1/31/13 S2/14/13 S2/26/13 S3/5/13 S3/12/13 H4/6/13 SB65

limitation the net maximum number of transfers and exemptions, on both

resident and nonresident districts for up to two (2) years to determine if a

racially segregative impact has occurred to any school district.

(2) Annually by October 1, the department shall report its

findings from the study of the data under this subsection to the Senate

Committee on Education and the House Committee on Education its finding.

6-18-1909. Effective date.

The provisions of this subchapter shall remain in effect until July 1,
2015.
SECTION 7. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that certain provisions of the

Arkansas Public School Choice Act of 1989, § 6-18-206, have been found to be

unconstitutional by a federal court; that thousands of public school students

are currently attending public schools in nonresident school districts under

that law; that there is now uncertainty about the viability of those

transfers and future transfers; that this act repeals the disputed provisions

of that law while preserving the opportunity for public school choice; and

that this act is immediately necessary to resolve the uncertainty in the law

before the 2013-2014 school year and preserve existing student transfers.

Therefore, an emergency is declared to exist, and this act being immediately

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, and safety shall

become effective on:

(1) The date of its approval by the Governor;

(2) If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor,

the expiration of the period of time during which the Governor may veto the

bill; or

(3) If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, the date the last house overrides the veto.

/s/J. Key

APPROVED: 04/16/2013
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION EMERGENCY RULES GOVERNING

THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013
May 13, 2013

1.00 PURPOSE

1.01  These rules shall be known as the Arkansas Department of Education Rules
Governing the Public School Choice Act of 2013
1.02  The purpose of these rules is to set forth the process and procedures necessary to
administer the Public School Choice Act of 2013.
2.00 AUTHORITY
2.01 The Arkansas State Board of Education promulgated these rules pursuant to the
authority granted to it by Act 1227 of 2013 and Ark. Code Ann. §§ 6-11-105 and
25-15-201 et seq.
3.00 DEFINITIONS

4.00

As used in these rules:

3.01 ,Nonresident District,, means a school district other than a student,s resident
district;

3.02 ,Parent,, means a student,s parent, guardian, or other person having custody or
care of the student;

3.03 ,.Resident district,, means the school district in which the student resides as
determined under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-202;

3.04 ,Sibling,, means each of two (2) or more children having a parent in common by
blood, adoption, marriage, or foster care; and

3.05 ., Transfer student,, means a public school student who transfers to a nonresident

district through a public school choice option under Arkansas Code, Title 6,
Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules.

ESTABLISHMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM

4.01 A public school choice program is established to enable a student to attend a
school in a nonresident district, subject to the limitations under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-18-1906 and Section 7.00 of these rules.

4.02  Each school district shall participate in a public school choice program consistent

with Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules.




4.03

These rules do not require a school district to add teachers, staff, or classrooms, or

4.04

in any way to exceed the requirements and standards established by existing law.

The board of directors of a public school district shall adopt by resolution specific

4.05

standards for acceptance and rejection of applications under Arkansas Code, Title
6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules. The standards:

4.04.1 May include without limitation the capacity of a program, class, grade
level, or school building;

4.04.2 Shall include a statement that priority will be given to an applicant who
has a sibling or stepsibling who:

4.04.2.1 Resides in the same household; and

4.04.2.2 Is already enrolled in the nonresident district by choice.

4.04.3 Shall not include an applicant,s:

4.04.3.1 Academic achievement;

4.04.3.2 Athletic or other extracurricular ability;

4.04.3.3 English proficiency level; or

4.04.3.4 Previous disciplinary proceedings, except that an expulsion
from another district may be included under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-18-510.

4.04.4 A school district receiving transfers under the Public School Choice Act of
2013 and these rules shall not discriminate on the basis of gender, national
origin, race, ethnicity, religion, or disability.

A nonresident district shall;

4.06

4.05.1 Accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by another district;
and

4.05.2 Award a diploma to a nonresident student if the student meets the
nonresident district,s graduation requirements.

The superintendent of a school district shall cause public announcements to be

made over the broadcast media and either in the print media or on the Internet to
inform parents of students in adjoining districts of the:




4.06.1 Availability of the program:;

4.06.2 Application deadline; and

4.06.3 Requirements and procedure for nonresident students to participate in the
program.

5.00 GENERAL PROVISIONS

5.01

The transfer of a student under the Arkansas Public School Choice Act of 1989

5.02

(Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-206 [repealed]), is not voided by Arkansas Code, Title 6,
Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules and shall be treated as a transfer under
Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules.

A student may accept only one (1) school choice transfer per school year.

5.03

5.02.1 A student who accepts a public school choice transfer may return to his or
her resident district during the school year.

5.02.2 If a transferred student returns to his or her resident district, the student,s
transfer is voided, and the student shall reapply if the student seeks a
future school choice transfer.

A transfer student attending a nonresident school under Arkansas Code, Title 6,

5.04

Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules may complete all remaining school
years at the nonresident district.

5.03.1 A present or future sibling of a student who continues enrollment in the
nonresident district under Section 5.03 of these rules may enroll in or
continue enrollment in the nonresident district until the sibling of the
transfer student completes his or her secondary education, if the district
has the capacity to accept the sibling without adding teachers, staff, or
classrooms or exceeding the regulations and standards established by law.

The transfer student or the transfer student,s parent is responsible for the

transportation of the transfer student to and from the school in the nonresident
district where the transfer student is enrolled.

5.04.1 The nonresident district may enter into a written agreement with the
student, the student,s parent, or the resident district to provide the

transportation.

5.04.2 The State Board of Education may resolve disputes concerning
transportation arising under Section 5.04 of these rules.




5.05

For purposes of determining a school district,s state aid, a transfer student is

counted as part of the average daily membership of the nonresident district where
the transfer student is enrolled.

6.00 APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER

6.01

If a student seeks to attend a school in a nonresident district, the student,s parent

6.02

shall submit an application:

6.01.1 To the nonresident district with a copy to the resident district;

6.01.2 On the form that is attached to these rules as Attachment 1; and

6.01.3 Postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in which the student seeks to
begin the fall semester at the nonresident district.

By August 1 of the school year in which the student seeks to enroll in a

nonresident district under Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and
these rules, the superintendent of the nonresident district shall notify the parent
and the resident district in writing as to whether the student,s application has been
accepted or rejected. The notification shall be sent via First-Class Mail to the
address on the application.

6.02.1 If the application is rejected, the superintendent of the nonresident district
shall state in the notification letter the reason for the rejection.

6.02.2 If the application is accepted, the superintendent of the nonresident district
shall state in the notification letter:

6.02.2.1 A reasonable deadline by which the student shall enroll in
the nonresident district and after which the acceptance
notification is null; and

6.02.2.2 Instructions for the renewal procedures established by the
nonresident district.

7.00 LIMITATIONS

7.01

If the provisions of Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these

7.02

rules conflict with a provision of an enforceable desegregation court order or a
district,s court-approved desegregation plan regarding the effects of past racial
segregation in student assignment, the provisions of the order or plan shall

govern.

A school district annually may declare an exemption under Arkansas Code, Title

6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these rules if the school district is subject to the




7.03

desegregation order or mandate of a federal court or agency remedying the effects

of past racial segregation.

7.02.1

An exemption declared by a board of directors under Section 7.02 of these

7.02.2

rules is irrevocable for one (1) year from the date the school district
notifies the Department of Education of the declaration of exemption.

After each year of exemption, the board of directors may elect to

7.02.3

participate in public school choice under Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter
18, Subchapter 19 and these rules if the school district,s participation does
not conflict with the school district,s federal court-ordered desegregation

program.

A school district shall notify the Department of Education by April 1 if in

the next school year the school district intends to:

7.02.3.1 Declare an exemption under Section 7.02 of these rules; or
7.02.3.2 Resume participation after a period of exemption.
7.02.3.3 A school district shall provide the notifications under

Section 7.02.3.1 or 7.02.3.2 to:

Office of the Commissioner

ATTN: Arkansas Public School Choice Act
Four Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

There is established a numerical net maximum limit on school choice transfers

each school year from a school district, less any school choice transfers into the

school district under Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 19 and these

rules of not more than three percent (3%) of the school district,s three-quarter

average daily membership for the immediately preceding school year.

7.03.1

For the purpose of determining the percentage of school choice transfers

7.03.2

under Section 7.03 of these rules, siblings who are counted in the
numerator as transfer students shall count as one (1) student, and siblings
who are counted in the denominator as part of the average daily
membership shall count as one (1) student.

Annually by June 1, the Department of Education shall report to each

7.03.3

school district the net maximum number of school choice transfers for the
current school year.

If a student is unable to transfer due to the limits under Section 7.03 of

these rules, the resident district shall give the student priority for a transfer




in the following year in the order that the resident district receives notices
of applications under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and Section 6.00 of
these rules, as evidenced by a notation made by the district on the
applications indicating date and time of receipt.

8.00 APPEAL, DATA COLLECTION AND REPORTING

8.01

A student whose application for a transfer under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and

Section 6.00 of these rules is rejected by the nonresident district may request a

hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the transfer.

8.01.1

A request for a hearing before the State Board of Education shall be in

8.01.2

writing and shall be postmarked no later than ten (10) calendar days,
excluding weekends and legal holidays, after the student or the student,s
parent receives a notice of rejection of the application under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-18-1905 and Section 6.00 of these rules and shall be mailed to:

Office of the Commissioner

ATTN: Arkansas Public School Choice Act Appeals
Four Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

Contemporaneously with the filing of the written appeal with the Office of

8.01.3

the Commissioner, the student or student,s parent must also mail a copy of
the written appeal to the superintendent of the nonresident school district.

In its written appeal, the student or student,s parent shall state his or her

8.01.4

basis for appealing the decision of the nonresident district.

The student or student,s parent shall submit, along with its written appeal,

8.01.5

a copy of the notice of rejection from the nonresident school district.

As part of the review process, the student or student,s parent may submit

8.01.6

supporting documentation that the transfer would be in the best
educational, social, or psychological interest of the student.

The nonresident district may submit, in writing, any additional

information, evidence, or arguments supporting its rejection of the
student, s application by mailing such response to the State Board of
Education. Such response shall be postmarked no later than ten (10) days
after the nonresident district receives the student or parent,s appeal. The
response of the nonresident district shall be mailed to:

Office of the Commissioner
ATTN: Arkansas Public School Choice Act Appeals
Four Capitol Mall




8.02

Little Rock, AR 72201

8.01.7 Contemporaneously with the filing of its response with the Office of the
Commissioner, the nonresident district must also mail a copy of the
response to the student or student,s parent.

8.01.8 If the State Board of Education overturns the determination of the
nonresident district on appeal, the State Board of Education shall notify
the parent, the nonresident district, and the resident district of the basis for
the State Board of Education,s decision.

The Department of Education shall collect data from school districts on the

8.03

number of applications for student transfers under Section 8.00 of these rules and
study the effects of school choice transfers under Arkansas Code, Title 6, Chapter
18, Subchapter 19 and these rules, including without limitation the net maximum
number of transfers and exemptions, on both resident and nonresident districts for
up to two (2) years to determine if a racially segregative impact has occurred to
any school district.

Annually by October 1, the Department of Education shall report its findings from

the study of the data under Section 8.02 of these rules to the Senate Committee on
Education and the House Committee on Education.

9.00 EFFECTIVE DATE

The provisions of the Arkansas Public School Choice Act of 2013 and these rules shall remain in

effect until July 1, 2015.

10.00 STATE BOARD HEARING PROCEDURES

The following procedures shall apply to hearings conducted by the State Board of Education

pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1907 and Section 8.00 of these rules:

10.01

A staff member of the Arkansas Department of Education shall introduce the

10.02

agenda item.

All persons wishing to testify before the State Board of Education shall first be

10.03

placed under oath by the Chairperson of the State Board.

Each party shall have the opportunity to present an opening statement of no

10.04

longer than five (5) minutes, beginning with the nonresident school district. The
Chairperson of the State Board may, for good cause shown and upon request of
either party, allow either party additional time to present their opening statements.

Each party shall be given twenty (20) minutes to present their cases, beginning

with the nonresident school district. The Chairperson of the State Board may, for




11.00

10.05

good cause shown and upon request of either party, allow either party additional
time to present their cases.

The State Board of Education, at its discretion, shall have the authority to require

10.06

any person associated with the application to appear in person before the State
Board as a witness during the hearing. The State Board of Education may accept
testimony by affidavit, declaration or deposition.

Every witness may be subject to direct examination, cross examination and

10.07

questioning by the State Board of Education.

For the purposes of the record, documents offered during the hearing by the

10.08

nonresident district shall be clearly marked in sequential, numeric order (1,2.3).

For the purposes of the record, documents offered during the hearing by the

10.09

appealing party shall be clearly marked in sequential, alphabetic letters (A,B,C).

The nonresident school district shall have the burden of proof in proving the basis

10.10

for denial of the transfer.

The State Board of Education may sustain the rejection of the nonresident district

10.11

or grant the appeal.

The State Board of Education may announce its decision immediately after

hearing all arguments and evidence or may take the matter under advisement.
The State Board shall provide a written decision to the Department of Education,
the appealing party, the nonresident district and the resident district within
fourteen (14) days of announcing its decision under this section.

EMERGENCY CLAUSE

11.01

WHEREAS, Act 1227 of 2013 contained an emergency clause and became

11.02

effective on April 16, 2013; and

WHEREAS, Act 1227 of 2013 authorizes the State Board of Education to

11.03

promulgate rules to implement the Act; and

WHEREAS, these rules are immediately necessary to achieve the purposes of Act

11.04

1227 of 2013 to resolve uncertainty in the law before the 2013-2014 school year
and preserve existing student transfers;

THEREFORE, the State Board of Education hereby determines pursuant to Ark.

Code Ann. § 25-15-204 that imminent peril to the welfare of Arkansas public
school students, parents and school districts will result without the immediate
promulgation of these rules.




ATTACHMENT 1

APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER TO A NONRESIDENT DISTRICT
“ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013”
(Must Be Submitted to Non-Resident and Resident Districts)

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Student Name:

Student Date of Birth: Gender Male |:| Female |:|

Grade:

Does the applicant require special needs or programs? Yes |_| N0|_|

Is applicant currently under expulsion?  Yes |_| No |_|

ETHNIC ORIGIN (CHECK ONE) (For data reporting purposes only)

2 or More Races Asian African-American

Hispanic Native American/ Native Hawaiian/
Native Alaskan Pacific Islander

White

RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT OF APPLICANT

District Name: County Name:

Address:

Phone:

NONRESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT APPLICANT WISHES TO ATTEND

District Name: County Name:

Address:

Phone:

Does the applicant already have a sibling or step-sibling in attendance in this district?




PARENT OR GUARDIAN INFORMATION

Name: Home Phone:
Address: Work Phone:
Parent/Guardian Signature Date:

Pursuant to standards adopted by a nonresident school board a nonresident district may reserve the right to accept and
reject applicants based on capacity of programs, class, grade level, or school building. Likewise, a nonresident district,s
standards may provide for the rejection of an applicant based upon the submission of false or misleading information to
the above listed request for information when that information directly impacts the legal qualifications of an applicant to
transfer pursuant to the School Choice Act. However, a nonresident district,s standards shall not include an applicant,s
previous academic achievement, athletic or other extracurricular ability, handicapping conditions, English proficiency
level, or previous disciplinary proceedings, except that an expulsion from another district may be included pursuant to
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-510. Priority will be given to applicants with siblings or step-siblings attending the district. The
nonresident district shall accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by another district and award a diploma to a
nonresident applicant if the applicant meets the nonresident district,s graduation requirements. This application must be
filed in the nonresident district (with a copy to the resident district) or postmarked no later than June 1 of the year in
which the applicant would begin the fall semester at the nonresident district. A student whose application for transfer is
rejected by the nonresident district may request a hearing before the State Board of Education to reconsider the transfer
by filing such a request in writing with the Commissioner of Education no later than ten (10) days after the student or
student,s parent receives a notice of rejection. (Consult Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-1905 and the Arkansas Department of
Education Rules Governing the Public School Choice Act of 2013 for specific procedures on how to file such an appeal).

DISTRICT USE ONLY
Date and Time Received by Resident District: Date and Time Received by Nonresident District:
Resident District LEA #: Nonresident District LEA#:
Student, s State Identification #:
Application Accepted Rejected

Reason for Rejection (If Applicable):

Date Notification Sent to Parent/Guardian of Applicant:

Date Notification Sent to Resident District :

10
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June 18§, 2013

Mr. Brad J. Beavers

Attorney at Law

407 Cleveland Street

Forrest City, AR 72335-3302

Mr. Jon Estes, Supermtendent
Palestine-Wheatley School District
P.O. Box 790

Palestine, AR 72372

Mr. and Mrs. Cory Jackson
635 Calvert Road
Forrest City, AR 72335

Ms, Joye Hughes, Superintendent
Forrest City School District

845 N. Rosser

Forrest City, AR 72335

Re:  Appeal under the Public School Choice Act of 2013
Jackson v. Palestine-Wheatley School District
VIA CERTIFIED AND REGULAR MAIL

Everyone:

On June 14, 2013, Mr. and Mrs, Cory Jackson filed a petition appealing the
decision of the Palestine-Wheatley School District to deny the following
application made pursuant to the Public School Choice Act of 2013:

o Thomas Jackson

This letter is to notify you that the Arkansas State Board of Education is
tentatively scheduled to hear the above-referenced appeal(s) on Monday, July 8,
2013. The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m., in the Auditorium of the Arch Ford

Education Building, Four Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Enclosed with this letter you will find a copy of Act 1227 0of 2013 and the
Arkansas Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public School
Choice Act of 2013. Any additional materials any party chooses to submit should
be provided to my office no later than 12:00 noon on July 3, 2013.

The above-referenced appeal(s) will be conducted pursuant to the legal authority
and jurisdiction vested in the State Board by Act 1227 0f 2013 and the Arkansas
Department of Education Emergency Rules Governing the Public School Choice
Act 0f 2013.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter. Please do not hesitate to
contact me at (501) 682-4227 should you require additional information.



School Choice Appeal Hearing Notice
June 18, 2013
Page 2 of 2

Respectfully,

Jeremy C. Lasiter
General Counsel

Enclosures
ce: Tom W. Kimbrell, Ed.D., Commissioner of Education

M. John Hoy, Asst. Commissioner, Div. of Public School Accountability
State Board of Education Office
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Cody and Cory Jackson
635 Calvert Rd.
Forrest City, AR 72335

June 12, 2013

RECENES OFFIL.

Office of the Commissioner SOMMISSIONE!
Attn: Arkansas Public School Choice Act Appeals S 4
4 Capitol Mall A RTRENT OF EONCYT

Little Rock, AR 72201

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Cody Jackson. My husband is Cory Jackson. Our son, Thomas “Reid” Jackson, was
denied a school transfer to the Palestine-Wheatley School District. The reason given was that
the district we reside in declared itself exempt from the provisions of the School Choice Law due
to it being under a desegregation order. We reside in the Forrest City School District. I have
enclosed our paperwork requesting a transfer as well as our denial letter. We received our
letter from Palestine-Wheatley on June 5, 2013. We are appealing the denial of transfer as well
as requesting a hearing with the appeal board.

We feel that allowing Reid to attend school in the Palestine-Wheatley School District would be
educationally beneficial for him. Reid just completed Kindergarten. He was well prepared when
he entered Kindergarten and was ahead of many of the students. While he did well his
Kindergarten year, our concern for Reid is what lies ahead of him in years to come in the
Forrest City School District. I have enclosed a copy of the 2011-2012 District Report Cards for
Forrest City as well as for Palestine-Wheatley. I have also enclosed school ratings for both
districts. It is evident that the Palestine-Wheatley School District has higher percentages in
numerous areas of students scoring proficient or above. Also, you will find copies of the
information listed below. This information is the most recent reports I was able to locate.

» Lincoln Middle Academy of Excellence has an AYP Status for the 2011-2012 school year of

Alert,

» Forrest City Jr. High School was identified as “State Directed Status Year 7” as of the 2010-
2011 school year.

¢ Forrest City High School was identified as “State Directed Status Year 8” as of the 2010-

2011 school year.

It is evident that the upper grades in Forrest City School District are struggling academically
and are not making the gains they need to be making. As a parent, I would like for my child
to attend schoolis that are higher achieving than this. I realize that Reid has some time before



he reaches these schools. However, it doesn’t appear that they are turning things around and
will have improved greatly by the time Reid enters these schools.

I firmly believe that part of the reason for poor test scores in the Forrest City School District is
due to time lost in the classroom because of discipline issues. Iam a teacher in the Forrest City
School District. Therefore, I see first-hand what occurs on a daily basis in and out of the
classrooms. There are numerous discipline issues on any given day. A great amount of
teaching and learning is lost in a day because of behavior disruptions. Reid is a very advanced
child. I see it as an injustice to him as well as the rest of the students to lose valuable
classroom time because of behavior issues. I do know that the behavior issues in the Forrest
City School district get worse in the upper grades. We feel that eventually it will affect Reid’s
academics. Forrest City School District is losing students every year for this reason. We would
like to transfer our child to another district before he has to endure that.

We feel that allowing Reid to attend school in the Palestine-Wheatley district would be socially
and psychologically beneficial for him. He attended a private school from the age of two
through the K4 program. All of the children that Reid attended private school with attended
schools other than Forrest City for Kindergarten. A few of them remained at the private school
and several of them entered Palestine-Wheatley. We thought school choice was going to be an
option for Reid for the 2012-2013 school year. My husband took Reid to Palestine and filled out
the paperwork and they did some pre-Kindergarten screenings with Reid. Unfortunately, we
were unable to place him in Palestine for Kindergarten due to the school choice provisions. We
had hoped to keep him with the children he began child care with at an early age. Reid plays
on sports teams in Palestine with this group of children. All of Reid’s extra- curricular activities
involve these children. It was very difficult to explain to him that he would no longer be with
the children that he had been attending school with because of reasons we could not control.
We believe that by placing Reid back into the environment he had grown accustomed to will
positively affect Reid’s attitude, confidence, and performance both sacially and academically.
We are confident that Reid will transition to a new school with ease and be very successful

We appreciate your time and thought on this very crucial decision. We feel that our right to
choose what’s best for our child has been taken from us. Every parent wants nothing but the
best for their children. We feel that it is in Reid's best interest to transfer schools and we hope
that you will agree. As stated above, we are also requesting a hearing so that we may answer
any questions you may have about our appeal. You may contact us at (870)630-4424 or (870-
630-7520. Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,
Cody and Coly Jackson

Parents of Thomas Reid Jackson



Palestine-Wheatley School District No. 23 .

P.O. Box 790
Palestine. Arkansas 72372

Dear Parent:

i am sorry, but the application you submitted for l \/\O*W\a 5 QQQ[AS@.W\%S been
rejected for the following reason. _—

Your child’s resident district has declared itself exempt from the provisions of the
' Schooi Choxce Law due to it being under a desegregatlon order.

Your chlld's resident district has reached its limitation cap for aiiowahle transfers and
we cannot accept any addltlonal school cho:ce transfers from that district.

- Your ch:!d would require the distnct to add staff teachers or classrooms.

You have ten days from receipt of this notice in which to appeal this decision to the State Board
of Education..

- Respectfully,

Superintendent
Palestine-Wheatley School District




APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER TO A NON-RESIDENT DISTRICT ‘

“ARKANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2013”
(Must be submitted to Non-Resident and Resident Districts)

APPLICANT INFORMATION gyatlg arllg Ting;: Received

esident District:
Applicant Name . Date and Time Received (-3~ 13

-r”" Chn Q_S_@_QL, \J QCIKSON by Non-Resident District: 477 /5 AM
Date of Birth |, - |2~ 5 Gender  Male [[]—Female
GRADE | %% (2.013- 2014 ]
Does the applicant require special needs or programs? Yes No .
Is applicant currently under expulsion?  Yes [ [ No ~
ETHNIC ORIGIN (CHECK ONE) (For data reporting purposes only)
2 or More Races D
Aftican American D Asian D Hispanic D
Native American/ - — Native Hawafian/ ]  White' -
Native Alaskan D Pacific Islander D E—
RESIDENT SCHQOL DISTRICT OF APPLICANT
District Name FD ] o[ DISfct County Name ST~ Framn cr-
1.5

Address “t0 0 e )

Phone 8770 - L

NON—-RES[DNT SCHOOL DISTRICT APPLICANT WISHES TO ATTEND
District Name 0Ll e Sfig —WJ

: o+ e County Name 97, Pvanr e
Address O Huod 10w

Phone 10 -6 { ~ Jlolify '

Does the applicant already have s sibling or step-sibling in attendance in this distriet> Mo

PARENT OR GUARDIAN INFORMATION OF APPLICANT

Name Ta CRSOh Home Phone §10° 44U - ook
Address j Work Phone : -

oA AACK $17y7. r T Date:

Pursuant to standards adopted by ndf-resident schoo] board & non-resident district may reserve the right to accept and
veject applicants based on capacity of programs, class, grade levél, or school building. A school district receiving transfors
under the School Choice Act shall not discriminate on the basis of gender, nationak:ogigin, race, ettmicity, religion or
disability. However, a non-resident district’s standards shail not inciude an applicant’s previous academic achievement,
athietic or other extra currieular. ability, handicapping conditions, Engli iy 7 / wdiscintinary:
procoedings, eccapt tHar pulsion from another distriet mzy be inciuded pursuant to Act 155 :
Act). Priority will be given to applicants with siblings or step-siblings attending the district. The non-resident district
shall accept credits toward gradnation that were awarded by another district and award # diplotma to a non-resident
applicant if the applicant meets the non-resident district's graduation vequitements; This application must be filed in the
non-resident district or postmarked no Jater than June 1 of the yeat in which the applicant would begin the fall semaster at
the non-resident district, Both the resident and non-resident districts receiving this application must retain it in its digtrict

n:and general recordkes

ping purpoges.

Application Accepted | ] Rejected
Date Notification Sant to Parent/Guardian of Applicant f
e

Date Notification Sent to Resident Disttict ~
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