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Rubric Criteria and Guidelines

Please list the name and publisher of the curriculum to be reviewed:

Comprehensive Curriculum

Arkansas Early Childhood Guideline Alignment

Criteria

Is the curriculum fully aligned
with the ACDELS?® and includes
the domains of development
and learning?

The curriculum must provide rich, meaningful, and interesting learning experiences' across multiple domains that are comprehensive in
supporting children’s learning and development.?

Criteria Met List Evidence

Yes, it meets multiple domains. (Select all age bands that the curriculum
includes.)
Infant (O - 18 months Toddler (15 - 36 months)
Preschool (36 - 60 months Birth to 5 (Birth - 60 months)

No, it does not meet multiple domain and is more domain-specific.

Is the curriculum based on
sound child development theory
that promotes teaching
practices, learning experiences,
and developmentally
appropriate content that
research has shown to be
effective in supporting positive
child outcomes in the domains
of the ACDELS?

Yes, the teaching practices and learning experiences are built on sound
child development theory and are research-based.

No, the teaching practices and learning experiences are not built on sound
child development theory and are not research-based.




Arkansas Early Childhood Guideline Alignment

Scope and Sequence

A scope and sequence outlines what the curriculum focuses on and how the plans and materials support children at different levels of
development. The scope refers to the areas of development addressed by the curriculum; the sequence includes plans and materials for
learning experiences that progressively build from less to more complex, with the goal of supporting children as they move through the
developmental progressions.* A content-rich curriculum ensures that sequences of learning experiences include multiple, related opportunities
for children to explore a concept or skill with increasing depth. Sequences of learning experiences should be flexible to respond to individual
children's interests, strengths, and needs.

Criteria Criteria Met List Evidence
Scope: Does the curriculum Yes, there is a scope of learning clearly identified that addresses essential

include a clearly identifiable domains of learning and development.

scope that addresses essential e FEvidence could include curriculum maps or pacing guides.

domains of learning and

development? No, there is no documentation or evidence that clearly outlines the learning

objectives that will be covered throughout the year.

Sequence: Does the curriculum Yes, there is a sequence of learning experiences clearly outlined.

include sequences of learning e The curriculum provides multiple, related opportunities to explore
experiences that progressively concepts or skills with increasing depth.

build from less to more complex e The sequences of learning experiences allow for flexibility in moving
to support children as they through them based on the individual interests, strengths, and needs
move through developmental of children.

progressions, both within and

across units of study? No, the curriculum does not provide sequenced learning experiences

that progressively build from less to more complex skills.




Arkansas Early Childhood Guideline Alignment

Readily Available or Accessible

The curriculum is currently available for purchase or is open source from the developer.

Criteria Criteria Met List Evidence

Is the curriculum currently The curriculum is commercially available for purchase.
available for purchase from the
developer or open source?
The curriculum is open source.
Free
Low Cost




Child Development, Emotional Support, Instructional Support

1. Cognitive Development, Integration of Content, and Research

Materials must provide opportunities for children to think, explore, and understand the world around them. Learning experiences integrate content
and skills across domains, throughout the day, and throughout the curriculum as indicated in the ACDELS and current research on best practices.

Criteria

Indicators of High-Quality

Justifications

Overall
Decision

1.1 Materials and
activities are
cross-curricular and
consistent with the
ACDELS Cognitive
Development Domain.

A large maijority of materials and activities
provide substantial opportunities and
experiences for children to meet learning
goals in:

o Approaches to Learning

o Executive Function

o Logic and Reasoning

Physical Materials

Online Platform

1.2 Materials provide
themes, studies, or units
that integrate multiple
learning domains,
content, and standards
through the use of
high-quality texts® to
support content
integration.

Materials appeal to children’s interest in order
to deepen motivations, enjoyment, and
learning.

Materials clearly identify domains and are
purposefully developed or reinforced in each
learning activity.

Materials and activities refer to high-quality
texts that are strategically chosen to support
content and skill development in multiple
domains.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

1.3 Materials and
activities included are
responsive and
reflective of all children
and families.

Materials are responsive and reflective of all
children and families through:
o Literature
Posters
Music
Art
Thematic Units

O O O O

Physical Materials

Online Platform




o Family Engagement Activities

1.4 The materials reflect e Materials provide guidance to teachers on Physical Materials Online Platform
current child how to connect all domains to purposeful,

development research interactive, and hands-on play that promotes

about ways children choice. _ _

learn and develop e Materials have an |.ntent|onall pglance of

through appropriate teacher-led and child-led activities.

practice. e Research is cited, current, and relevant to

early childhood development.

Total Score -

Total Score Divided by Total Number of Criteria (16
Points Possible)




Child Development, Emotional Support, Instructional Support

2. Child Development and Health Associated Domains

Materials must provide for the development of health and wellness (physical health, mental health, and social well-being® competencies and include
the development of children’s listening and speaking skills as indicated in the ACDELS.

Criteria

Indicators of High-Quality

Justifications

Overall
Decision

2.1 Materials include
direct sociallemotional
development instruction
and explicit teaching and
practice of each skill.

Materials provide opportunities for children to
recognize themselves as unique individuals and
express confidence in their own abilities.
Materials include appropriate texts used to
support self-regulation, behaviors, and
responding to emotions.

Materials provide teacher guidance on how to
model social and emotional development skills.
Materials provide opportunities to learn,
practice, and apply these skills throughout the
day.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

2.2 Materials include
activities that develop

safe and healthy habits.

Materials provide teacher guidance on modeling
safe and healthy habits.

Materials provide a variety of opportunities and
activities to practice and reflect on safe and
healthy habits.

Materials provide teacher guidance on
supporting children’s awareness of rules and
responsibilities for safe behavior.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

2.3 Materials include
activities to develop
physical skills and
refine motor
development through
movement.

Materials provide numerous daily opportunities
to develop their gross motor skills through
movement.

Materials provide daily opportunities to develop
their fine motor skills through tasks that do not
require writing.

Physical Materials

Online Platform




2.4 Materials provide
guidance on developing
listening skills.

Ages: 0-3

e Language development is emphasized through
resources and activities that support:

o

Ages: 3-4

Frequent talk and conversations during
daily routines (e.g., diapering and
transitions)

Social interactions and the use of
gestures, sounds, words, phrases, or
simple sentences to communicate
Open-ended questions

Use of rhymes, finger plays, and
music/songs that are appropriate for
each developmental stage

e | anguage development is emphasized through
resources and activities that support:

o

Frequent back-and-forth conversations’
to follow conversation norms
Open-ended prompts

Modeling active listening for
understanding in multi-step
directions/interactions

Opportunities to listen for understanding
Teacher guidance for the use of explicit
language to map one’s own thinking.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

2.5 Materials provide
guidance on developing
speaking skills.

e Materials provide opportunities to practice

producing sounds and use appropriate sentence

structure and grammar in a variety of contexts.
e Materials provide teacher guidance on
corrective feedback of children’s speech
production, sentence structure, and grammar.
e Materials provide teacher guidance on setting
up and facilitating activities that allow children to

Physical Materials

Online Platform




practice the production of a variety of sounds,

appropriate sentence structure, and grammar.

Materials provide support and guidance for
children to work collaboratively and engage in
discussion using conversation norms (where
developmentally appropriate).

2.6 Materials support
expanding children’s
vocabulary.

Materials follow a progression of vocabulary
development that is age and sequentially
appropriate.

Materials include a variety of strategies for
supporting vocabulary development that is
integrated and authentically embedded in
content-based learning (e.g, repeated
read-alouds, interactive shared reading,
language modeling, informational texts).

Total Score -

Physical Materials Online Platform

Total Score Divided by Total Number of Criteria (24
Points Possible)




3. Emergent Literacy

Child Development, Emotional Support, Instructional Support

Materials must develop the key predictors of early literacy and support children’s development of pre-writing skills, including fine motor skills, as

indicated in the ACDELS.

Criteria

Indicators of High-Quality

Justifications

Overall
Decision

3.1 Materials provide
opportunities to develop
oral language skills,
including authentic text
conversations.?

Materials include opportunities to listen actively, ask
questions, and engage in discussion to understand
information in texts.

Materials provide consistent opportunities to engage
in discussions that require children to share
information and make connections about the texts.
Materials provide support and guidance to work
collaboratively and engage in discussion about texts
(where developmentally appropriate).

Physical Materials

Online Platform

3.2 Materials provide
direct (explicit) instruction
and opportunities for
practice in phonological
skills.

Materials follow the current science of reading
research-based development continuum of how
children acquire phonological awareness.
Materials include a variety of types of activities that
engage children in identifying, synthesizing, and
analyzing sounds (e.g., attends/produces sounds,
playing with sounds, voicing, place, and manner of
articulation).

Materials allow for instruction and practice of
phonological awareness skills 3-5 times a week in
isolation and connected to alphabetic knowledge
skills (where developmentally appropriate).

Physical Materials

Online Platform

3.3 Materials provide
direct (explicit) instruction
and opportunities for

Ages: 0-3

Materials provide teacher guidance for facilitating
early literacy and language exposure.
Materials provide teacher guidance for facilitating

Physical Materials

Online Platform

10




practice in alphabetic
knowledge skills.

singing the alphabet song.
Materials provide teacher guidance for facilitating
the exploration of alphabet blocks or books.

Ages: 3-4

Materials follow a research-based, strategic
sequence for the introduction of alphabetic
knowledge.

Materials provide teacher guidance on introducing,
modeling, and using letter names and sounds.
Materials allow for instruction and practice of
alphabetic knowledge skills 3-5 times a week with
distributed and repeated practice (no
letter-of-the-week instruction).

3.4 Materials provide
direct (explicit) instruction
in print knowledge and
concepts® and
opportunities for practice.

Ages: 0-3

Materials provide teacher guidance for facilitating
exploration of books with all senses.

Materials provide teacher guidance for modeling
beginning book handling skills (e.g., holds books
right-side-up, turns pages one at a time from
front-to-back).

Materials provide teacher guidance to support
modeling the act of reading, such as through
read-alouds.

Ages: 3-4

Materials provide direct (explicit) instruction in print
awareness and connect print awareness to
books/texts.

Materials provide opportunities to develop an
understanding of the everyday functions of print in
the context of the children’s experiences.

Materials follow a developmentally appropriate
continuum for the development of print awareness,

knowledge, and opportunities for sufficient practice.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

11




3.5 Materials include a
variety of text types and
genres across content
that are high-quality and
at an appropriate level of
complexity.

Materials include text selections at the appropriate
level of complexity for children’s developmental
level.

Materials include both fiction and nonfiction texts to
accelerate children’s background knowledge.
Materials include a variety of types of texts, such as
poems, songs, and nursery rhymes.

Materials include texts that provide opportunities to
interact with stories that cover a range of interests,
including regular and repeated read-alouds.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

3.6 Materials use a
variety of approaches to
develop comprehension
of text read aloud.

Materials include guidance for the teacher to model
and support comprehension strategies such as
answering questions, making predictions, and
connecting texts to other books and children’s own
experiences at home and school.

Materials include guidance for the teacher on basic
text structure and its impact on understanding text
(where developmentally appropriate).

Physical Materials

Online Platform

3.7 Materials include a
variety of experiences
through which children
can engage with writing.

Ages

:0-3
Materials provide teacher guidance for the exposure
of a print-rich environment.
Materials provide teacher guidance for facilitating
experimentation with different tools.
Materials provide teacher guidance for facilitating
the exploration of writing tools and movements (e.g.,
scribble marks such as swirls or lines).

13-4
Materials include direct (explicit) instruction, as well
as opportunities for children to imitate adult writing.
Materials include opportunities for children to
generate independent writing.
Materials include opportunities for group writing on
shared experiences.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

12




Materials include opportunities for
illustrations/drawing with detail, which transfer to
writing.

Materials include opportunities to write in response
to reading.

3.8 Materials offer
guidance to teachers on
how to support children
as they progress through
the various stages of
writing development.

Materials follow the developmental writing
continuum and include teacher guidance for
supporting students’ growth across the continuum,
in alignment with the ACDELS.

Physical Materials Online Platform

3.0 Materials support
fine motor development
alongside and through
writing.

Materials provide a variety of opportunities for
children to develop their fine motor skills.
Materials provide differentiation and guidance on
how to develop children’s fine motor skills toward
writing.

Materials describe a variety of tools and surfaces
that can be used for writing experiences.

Physical Materials Online Platform

Total Score -

Total Score Divided by Total Number of Criteria
(36 Points Possible)
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Child Development, Emotional Support, Instructional Support

4. Mathematical Thinking

Materials follow a sequence that supports the development of early mathematical competencies and problem-solving skills indicated by the
ACDELS.

Criteria Indicators of High-Quality Justifications Ebeie
4.1 Materials follow a e Materials include instruction in mathematical Physical Materials Online Platform

logical mathematical competencies, which progress from concrete to

continuum of concrete, pictorial to abstract, with the greatest emphasis on

pictorial, and then using concrete manipulatives.

abstract e Materials provide guidance on a variety of concrete

representations.'® manipulatives and pictorial representations.

e Materials include cross-curricular activities that build
conceptual understanding in: counting, adding to,
taking away, geometry, spatial sense, measurement,
classification, and pattern skills (where
developmentally appropriate).

4.2 Materials build e Materials provide guidance and instruction for teachers Physical Materials Online Platform
number sense." on building children’s conceptual understanding in
math.

e Materials provide frequent and varied opportunities to
participate in activities that build number sense (e.g.,
subitizing, counting one-to-one, comparing set size
and numbers, counting on, and finding one more/less
than a number).

4.3 Materials develop e Materials include opportunities to authentically use Physical Materials Online Platform
academic math math vocabulary in context and within skills building.
vocabulary. e Materials include guidance for teachers on how to

scaffold and support the development and use of
academic math vocabulary.

14



Total Score -

Total Score Divided by Total Number of
Criteria (12 Points Possible)

Child Development, Content, and Instruction

5. Science and Technology, Social Studies, Creativity, and Aesthetics

Materials must include integrated opportunities to develop science, social studies, fine arts, and technology competencies as indicated in the
ACDELS.

Criteria Indicators of High-Quality Justifications oci
5.1 Materials build e Materials develop children’s observation, Physical Materials Online Platform
science knowledge questioning of their environment, and

through inquiry-based predictions. . .

instruction and e Materials develop children’s ability to make

exploration of the natural comparisons, connections, and communicate

world." ideas.

e Materials include scientific investigations and
simple experiments using scientific tools.

e Materials provide opportunities to explore
physical science, life science, and Earth’s
environment through hands-on experiences.

5.2 Materials build e Materials follow a logical sequence of social Physical Materials Online Platform
social studies studies, beginning with self and moving to family,

knowledge through the community, city, state, and country.

study of culture and e Materials provide opportunities to explore

community.'? commonalities and differences in individuals.

15



Materials provide opportunities to learn about
routines and events, both past, present, and
future.

Materials provide opportunities to explore the
roles in society.

5.3 Materials expose
children to fine arts
through exploration.

Materials include a variety of daily experiences
that provide creative thinking opportunities
through multiple media (dance, music, dramatic
play, painting, sculpture, drawing, and other
movement).

Materials emphasize the children’s engagement
in the process of creating rather than the product
that is created.

Physical Materials Online Platform

5.4 Materials include
technology applications
(where developmentally
appropriate).

Materials provide opportunities to link technology
into the classroom.

Materials provide opportunities to explore and
use various digital tools.

Materials include teacher guidance that supports
ethical and appropriate implementation and
usage.

Physical Materials Online Platform

Total Score -

Total Score Divided by Total Number of Criteria
(16 Points Possible)

16



6. Assessment

Supporting Child Outcomes and Classroom Organization

Materials must provide for frequent, ongoing assessments that monitor children’s development and allow educators to respond with a plan to
strengthen children’s understanding and knowledge.™

Criteria

Indicators of High-Quality

Justifications

Overall
Decision

6.1 Materials
promote ongoing
observations and
documentation of
children's
developmental
progress using
diagnostic tools, with
guidance for
teachers to monitor
progress.

Materials include a variety of
developmentally appropriate diagnostic
tools (e.g., observational, anecdotal,
formal).

Materials provide guidance to ensure
consistent and accurate administration of
diagnostic tools.

Materials include frequent, integrated
opportunities that measure and track
children’s developmental progress (e.g.,
checklists, photographs, writing/student
work samples)

Materials support frequent progress
monitoring that is appropriate for the age
and the content skill.

Materials provide guidance on
communicating children’s progress with
families.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

6.2 Materials
include guidance for
teachers and
administrators to
analyze and
respond to data

Materials support teachers with guidance
and direction to respond to individual
children’s needs in all domains, based on
measures of progress appropriate to the
developmental level.

Materials include data collection tools and
methods, which yield meaningful
information for teachers to use when

Physical Materials

Online Platform

17




from diagnostic planning instruction and differentiation.

tools. e Materials provide a variety of resources and
teacher guidance on how to leverage
different activities to respond to data.

e Materials provide guidance for
administrators to support teachers in
analyzing and responding to data.

Total Score -

Total Score Divided by Total Number of Criteria (8
Points Possible)
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[7] ing Chil com n room Organization

7. Classroom Organization, Implementation, and Instruction

Materials provide support for classroom organization, implementation, and instruction, including clear and easy-to-follow guidance for teachers.

Criteria Indicators of High-Quality Justifications Overall
7.1 Materials provide e Materials include a variety of instructional approaches Physical Materials Online Platform

a variety of to engage children in learning.

instructional e Materials support developmentally appropriate

methods and instructional strategies.

approaches that e Materials support a variety of instructional structures,

support children’s including a balance of teacher-directed and

engagement, learning child-initiated experiences, grouping structures (e.g.,

interests, and whole, small, individual), and settings (e.g., outdoor

needs. s play, centers, cooperative play).

e Materials support multiple types of practices (e.g.,
guided, independent, collaborative, interactive,
hands-on) and provide guidance and structures to
achieve effective implementation. (Practice is not
supported with the use of worksheets or passive

technology.)
e Materials provide teacher-directed and child-initiated

experiences.
7.2 Materials include e Materials provide guidance on how to design
ideal classroom well-organized, engaging indoor and outdoor
arrangements that environments and appropriate learning experiences that
support opportunities foster inquiry, open-ended explorations, and support all
for implementing children's development.
authentic learning e Materials provide guidance on how to establish a daily
experiences (e.g., schedule, routines, and transitions.
interest centers to e Materials include a year’s worth of instruction.

support interactions)

19



7.2 Materials include
ideal classroom
arrangements that
support opportunities
for implementing
authentic learning
experiences (e.g.,
interest centers to
support interactions)

Materials provide guidance on how to design
well-organized, engaging indoor and outdoor
environments and appropriate learning experiences that
foster inquiry, open-ended explorations, and support all
children's development.

Materials provide guidance on how to establish a daily
schedule, routines, and transitions.

Materials include a year’s worth of instruction.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

7.3 The materials
include resources to
help administrators
support teachers with
effective curriculum
implementation.

Materials include resources and guidance to help
administrators support teachers in implementing the
materials as intended.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

7.4 The materials
include resources for
professional
development.'®

Materials provide standardized initial training and
ongoing professional development opportunities, such
as resources in the professional development library,
online platform, or directly from the publisher for
teachers and administrators.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

7.5 Materials include
detailed guidance
that supports the
teacher’s delivery of
instruction."’

Materials provide guidance for teachers in explicit
instructional strategies for teaching skill development.
Materials provide detailed guidance for connecting prior
content knowledge and experiences to new learning.

Physical Materials

Online Platform

Total Score -

Total Score Divided by Total Number of

20




Criteria (20 Points Possible)

Supporting Child Outcomes and Classroom Organization

8. Support for all learners

Materials provide guidance and support that help teachers meet the diverse learning needs of all children.

Criteria Indicators of High-Quality Justifications

8.1 Materials include e Materials provide recommended targeted instruction and Physical Materials Online Platform
guidance, scaffolds, activities for children who need additional support through

supports, and individualized intervention strategies.

extensions that e Materials provide additional enrichment activities for all

maximize learning levels of learners.

potential."®

Overall
Decision

21



8.2 Materials include e Materials include teaching practices that support the Physical Materials Online Platform

supports for English learning, development, and engagement of English
Learners (ELs) to Learners (ELs) with developmentally appropriate content
meet the ACDELS. knowledge.

e Materials provide scaffolding strategies to support children
at any level of English knowledge to fully participate in the
curriculum's learning experiences.

e Materials include a variety of strategies for supporting
English Learners.

e Materials include the strategic use of the child’s first
language as a foundation for English.

Total Score -

Total Score Divided by Total Number of
Criteria (8 Points Possible)

Supporting Child Outcomes and Classroom Organization

9. Family Support

Materials provide support for parent and family engagement that is a collaborative and strengths-based process through which early childhood
teachers, families, and children build positive and goal-oriented relationships.

Criteria Indicators of High-Quality Justifications Overal

22



9.1 Materials provide a e Materials offer responsive materials and Physical Materials Online Platform

variety of family strategies for communicating with all parents and
engagement activities families about their children’s development and
to strengthen all the curriculum’s learning experiences.

children’s learning and e Materials offer opportunities to engage all parents
development. ™ and families in children’s learning and

development.

Total Score -

Total Score Divided by Total Number of
Criteria (4 Points Possible)

Additional Notes: Use this space to document any additional information that may not be reflected in the scoring criteria but is important
for our team to know and for future users of the curriculum to consider.
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