
In The Matter Of:

ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

December 29, 2021

Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888

To open files, click on the desired file type in bookmark on left.
For quick saving or searching multiple files, click attachments tab (or paperclip) on left.

For best viewing/searching, use Adobe Reader/Acrobat ver. 9 or higher
(www.adobe.com).


	Files
	ScreenView Transcript (view/search)
	Condensed Transcript (view/search/print) 
	Full Size Format (view/search/print) 
	ASCII Transcript File





Page 1


                   ARKANSAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
                           DECEMBER 29, 2021
                               10:00 A.M.
                         A P P E A R A N C E S
    BOARD MEMBERS:
       MS. OUIDA NEWTON, Chairman
       DR. SARAH MOORE, Vice Chairman
       DR. FITZGERALD HILL
       MS. KATHY McFETRIDGE
       MS. ADRIENNE WOODS
       MR. STEVE SUTTON
       DR. BETH ANNE RANKIN
       MR. RANDY HENDERSON
    NON-VOTING PARTICIPANTS:
       MR. JOHNNY KEY,  Secretary of Education
       MS. SUSANNA POST, Arkansas Teacher of the Year
    DESE LEGAL COUNSEL:
       MS. LORI FRENO, General Counsel
       MS. WHITNEY JAMES, Attorney
       MS. CRISTY PARK, Attorney
       MR. BRIAN DAUGHERTY, Attorney
    LOCATION:
       ARKANSAS DIVISION OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION
       - Auditorium
       #4 Capitol Mall
       Little Rock, AR  72201


Sharon K. Hill, CCR







Page 2


                             I N D E X


                                                           Page


    1.  Public Comment Release - Eye and Vision


          Screening Report in Arkansas Public Schools. . .    3


    2.  Public Comment Release - Administration of


          Insulin, Glucagon, and Medication for Adrenal


          Insufficiency or Crisis  . . . . . . . . . . . .    4


    3.  Public Comment Release - Documents Posted to


          School District and Education Service


          Cooperative Websites . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    5


    4.  Public Comment Release - School-Based AED


          Devices and CPR Program  . . . . . . . . . . . .    6


    5.  Public Comment Release - Required Training for


          School Board Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    7


    6.  Public Comment Release - Public Charter Schools


          Rules  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   11


    7.  Final Approval - Arkansas Tutoring Corps . . . . 12, 24


    8.  Public Comment Release - Right to Read Act . . . 13, 27


    9.  Public Comment Release - Arkansas Educational


          Support and Accountability Act . . . . . . . . .   20


    10. Public Comment Release - Visual Art and Music


          Instruction in Grades 1-8  . . . . . . . . . . .   23


    Adjournment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   33


    Court Reporter's Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . .   35


Sharon K. Hill, CCR







Page 3


 1                       P R O C E E D I N G S
 2  V.1.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
 3  GOVERNING EYE AND VISION SCREENING REPORT IN ARKANSAS PUBLIC
 4  SCHOOLS
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We have several items that are
 6            rules to release for public comment.  And I think,
 7            Ms. Freno, the first three are yours.
 8                 MS. FRENO:  Yes.  Thank you, Ms. Newton.
 9                 The first rule -- the set of rules are rules
10            governing Eye and Vision Screening Report in Arkansas
11            Public Schools.
12                 Are you guys hearing a lot of background
13            problems?  I wonder what's causing that.
14                 Well, I don't hear it now.
15                 But the Division is requesting that these rules
16            be released for public comment pending Governor's
17            office approval.
18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  The first one is Eye and
19            Vision.  Do we have a motion?
20                 DR. MOORE:  I'll make a motion to approve
21            pending Governor's office approval.
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  We have a motion by Dr.
23            Moore.
24                 MS. WOODS:  I'll second.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  And seconded by Ms. Woods.
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 1                 All in favor?
 2                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
 4                 Motion passes.
 5  2.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES
 6  GOVERNING THE ADMINISTRATION OF INSULIN, GLUCAGON, AND
 7  MEDICATION FOR ADRENAL INSUFFICIENCY OR CRISIS
 8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Ms. Freno, the rules
 9            governing the Administration of Insulin.
10                 MS. FRENO:  Yes, Ms. Newton.
11                 The second set of rules are those governing the
12            Administrative -- Administration of Insulin,
13            Glucagon, and Medication for Adrenal Insufficiency or
14            Crisis.  Really the only rules made -- change made to
15            these rules had to do with the administration of
16            medication for adrenal insufficiency or crisis based
17            upon legislation that came out this session.  And
18            we're requesting that these rules be approved for
19            public comment release pending Governor's office
20            review.
21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have a motion?
22                 DR. MOORE:  I'll make a motion to release for
23            public comment pending Governor's office approval.
24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Dr. Moore.
25                 MS. WOODS:  I'll second.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Second by Ms. Woods.
 2                 All in favor?
 3                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
 5                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 6  3.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES
 7  GOVERNING DOCUMENTS POSTED TO SCHOOL DISTRICT AND EDUCATION
 8  SERVICE COOPERATIVE WEBSITES
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. Freno, the next public
10            comment --
11                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I am not hearing anyone.
12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Make sure that whenever
13            you -- when we ask for a vote that you do actually
14            speak your vote and un-mute your computer.
15                 Okay.  All right.  Ms. Freno, are we ready for
16            the third one?
17                 MS. FRENO:  Yes.  The third one are the rules
18            governing Documents Posted to School District and
19            Education Service Cooperative Websites.  And the
20            Division requests that these be released for public
21            comment pending Governor's office approval.
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Do we have
23            a motion on these rules?
24                 MR. SUTTON:  I'll make the motion to approve
25            pending Governor's approval.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Mr. Sutton.
 2                 DR. HILL:  Second.
 3                 DR. RANKIN:  I'll second.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Dr. Hill.
 5                 All in favor?
 6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
 8                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 9                 MS. FRENO:  Thank you, everyone.
10  4.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES
11  GOVERNING SCHOOL-BASED AED DEVICES AND CPR PROGRAMS
12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Our next ones are
13            rules governing School-Based AED Devices and CPR
14            Programs.  Mr. Daugherty.
15                 Is he on?
16                 MS. FRENO:  Brian, you'll have to un-mute.
17                 MR. DAUGHERTY:  Can you hear me now?
18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  There we go.
19                 MR. DAUGHERTY:  All right.  So this is the rules
20            governing School-Based Automated External
21            Defibrillator Devices and Cardiopulmonary
22            Resuscitation Programs in Arkansas Public Schools.
23            And the Division is requesting release of these rules
24            for public comment pending Governor's office
25            approval.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Do we have
 2            a motion on these rules?
 3                 MR. SUTTON:  Motion to approve pending
 4            Governor's approval.
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Motion by Mr. Sutton.
 6                 MS. WOODS:  I'll second.
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Was that Dr. Rankin?
 8                 MS. WOODS:  (raised a hand)
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  No, Ms. Woods.  Okay.
10            Seconded by Ms. Woods.  Thank you.
11                 All in favor?
12                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
13                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
14                 Any opposed?
15                 Motion passes.
16  5.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
17  GOVERNING REQUIRED TRAINING FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Ms. Park, public
19            comment release, rules governing Required Training
20            for School Board Members.
21                 Is Ms. Park on?
22                 MS. PARK:  I'm sorry.
23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  You're there.
24                 MS. PARK:  So the Division requests that these
25            rules be released for public comment pending


Sharon K. Hill, CCR







Page 8


 1            Governor's office approval.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have a motion?
 3                 MR. SUTTON:  I have a question.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right, Mr. Sutton.
 5                 MR. SUTTON:  This was important to me when I was
 6            on the board, and probably for Ms. McFetridge as
 7            well.  But can you explain to me -- because I read
 8            this many times; I'm a little confused about the
 9            period at which they can make -- board members can
10            make up hours that they didn't get it through the
11            year.  And so I'm not sure exactly what this is
12            saying.
13                 MS. PARK:  And I can only assume -- in the title
14            -- or the purpose of the bill it said it was to
15            extend that time period.  And when I read it I
16            thought, well, this is the same time period.  But I
17            think it's clarifying that you can start gaining
18            those hours prior to the first meeting.  Because the
19            way it was worded previously kind of sounded like
20            from the beginning of the first meeting through the
21            end of January.  Let me make sure I'm -- 30 days from
22            the day of the January board meeting.  So now it says
23            January 1 through the date 30 days following the
24            board meeting.  So I think it could have previously
25            been interpreted to say you have to wait for that
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 1            first board meeting and then you have 30 days.  So
 2            this, to me, clarifies it saying beginning January
 3            3rd through the -- 30 days after the first meeting.
 4            Does that help at all?
 5                 MR. SUTTON:  Well -- well, if the first -- and,
 6            of course, I guess -- districts have different times
 7            of their board meetings, I guess.  But let's say the
 8            board meeting is the third Thursday of the month; is
 9            it 30 days beyond that period or -- is that what it's
10            saying?
11                 MS. PARK:  Yes, 30 days.  Yeah, regardless of
12            what day it's on in the month, you have 30 days after
13            that January meeting.
14                 MR. SUTTON:  Okay.  I got it.
15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Is that something that maybe
16            we need to clear up a little bit in the rules?  Is
17            that confusing?
18                 MR. SUTTON:  Or maybe I'm just that stupid, I
19            don't know.
20                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  No, I wouldn't say that, Mr.
21            Sutton.  But maybe that's something that Legal might
22            look at a little bit closer and see as we --
23                 MS. PARK:  Well --
24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  -- take public comments.
25                 SECRETARY KEY:  Ms. Park, I think the extension
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 1            is actually on the front-end rather than --
 2                 MS. PARK:  Uh-huh.
 3                 SECRETARY KEY:  -- extending on the back-end.  I
 4            mean usually when we talk about extending it's on the
 5            back-end.  But this actually moves it up so that you
 6            can start earlier in January; you know, in that
 7            instance, if it was the 3rd Thursday in January, you
 8            didn't have to wait until then.  Under the previous
 9            wording it could be interpreted that you had to wait
10            all the way through January, until that third
11            Thursday, and then your clock started.  This actually
12            gives you time to do it earlier.
13                 MR. SUTTON:  Okay.  I'm good.
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Does that help, Mr. Sutton?
15                 MR. SUTTON:  Yes, ma'am.
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Then -- all
17            right.  Then are we ready for -- and I apologize, I
18            haven't been giving us time for any discussion on
19            these rules.  So if you do have questions or need to
20            discuss, make sure that you slow me down a little
21            bit.
22                 All right.  So are we ready for a motion on
23            these rules?
24                 MR. SUTTON:  I'll make the motion.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Motion by Mr. Sutton to
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 1            release for public comment pending Governor's office
 2            approval.
 3                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll second it.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Ms. McFetridge.
 5                 All in favor?
 6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
 8                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 9  6.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
10  GOVERNING PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS
11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Our next one is
12            rules governing Public Charter Schools.  Ms. James.
13                 MS. JAMES:  Yes, ma'am.  The Division is
14            requesting that the Board release these rules for
15            public comment pending Governor's office approval.
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Are there any discussion on
17            these rules this time?
18                 Okay.  Are we ready for a motion?
19                 DR. MOORE:  I'll move to release for public
20            comment pending Governor's office approval.
21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Dr. Moore.
22                 DR. RANKIN:  I'll second.
23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  And a second by Dr. Rankin.
24                 All in favor?
25                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
 2                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 3  7.  CONSIDERATION FOR FINAL APPROVAL:  DESE RULES GOVERNING THE
 4  ARKANSAS TUTORING CORPS
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  This next one is
 6            our only, I think, final approval that we have.  This
 7            was final approval of rules governing the Arkansas
 8            Teacher [sic] Corps.  And also Ms. James.
 9                 MS. JAMES:  Yes, ma'am.  The Division is
10            requesting final approval of these rules.  They have
11            been through the public comment period and there were
12            a few small changes which you'll see on the draft in
13            the public comment matrix that I've uploaded.  Not a
14            whole lot of changes, but we're just requesting final
15            approval of these rules.
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any discussion or comments on
17            these rules?
18                 Okay.  We're ready for a motion.
19                 DR. RANKIN:  I'll make to approve.
20                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion to approve --
21                 DR. MOORE:  Second.
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  -- by Dr. Rankin.
23                 Who was the second?
24                 DR. MOORE:  I do.  I'll second it.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Seconded by Dr. Moore.
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 1                 All in favor?
 2                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
 4                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 5  8.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
 6  GOVERNING THE RIGHT TO READ ACT
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Item 8, rules governing
 8            the Right to Read Act.  And that is Ms. Park.
 9                 MS. PARK:  Yes.  The Division requests that
10            these rules be released for public comment pending
11            Governor's office approval.
12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
13                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I have a couple of questions,
14            Ms. Newton.
15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.
16                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm wondering why we had to
17            change the year to 2023-24, wondering why it wasn't
18            maybe possibly 2022-2023.  Was there that great of a
19            need to extend those years?
20                 MS. PARK:  Which section are you looking at?
21            Because it --
22                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm sorry.  It's 4.00.
23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. McFetridge, I think it was
24            Covid related, making sure that everyone had time to
25            get their professional development.  But Ms. Park may
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 1            have more information.
 2                 MS. PARK:  I do not have.  This is what the
 3            Division requested; so I'm sorry, I do not have an
 4            answer as to why that was the date.
 5                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Well --
 6                 SECRETARY KEY:  I think I --
 7                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm sorry, go ahead.
 8                 SECRETARY KEY:  If I could help -- I can help
 9            with that.  So with the interruptions that occurred
10            due to Covid and basically shutting down a lot of the
11            in-person professional development opportunities that
12            we had, the Learning Services looked at this and felt
13            like it was important to give extra time.  We debated
14            what -- basically, this is -- reflects what was in
15            the legislation, what -- the time that -- whether it
16            be an extra year or an extra two years.  But, you
17            know, we still had PD going, but because so much of
18            this PD was important to have in-person rather than
19            having virtual, you know, we did not want teachers to
20            feel that they were possibly under threat of losing
21            their job if they were not -- did not make the
22            timeline, and their actually pushing that out two
23            years would prevent a situation where teachers were
24            under an intensive support plan or something to get
25            that -- the Science of Reading, I believe is what --
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 1            and Stacy is out today and she could confirm all
 2            that.  But to the best of my recollection, that's
 3            kind of why that date was set where it is.
 4                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  (inaudible)
 6                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I appreciate that.
 7                 Can I -- I would like to ask another question.
 8            That same section, does pre-K -- they don't start the
 9            Science of Reading in pre-K?  Is that right, pre-K
10            wouldn't be included in the trainings?
11                 SECRETARY KEY:  Pre-K -- it's not a requirement
12            for licensure for Science of Reading for pre-K.  We
13            do have pre-K Science of Reading work that is -- I
14            guess you would say maybe in the second phase or the
15            next phase.  I mean we're doing it now; it's part of
16            what we're spending some of the additional ESSER
17            funds on that we've been receiving -- or that we've
18            received, that -- developing that -- the pre-K
19            standards.  All of those things that need to happen
20            -- that had already happened for, you know, K-12 was
21            happening next, and that's what we're in the process
22            of doing now.  So, you know, we're not at a point of
23            making requirements for that, but for standard
24            licensure.  So even if a pre-K teacher has standard
25            early elementary licensure, they're still going to
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 1            get that.  But the actual pre-K elements for three-
 2            year olds, four-year olds, those -- that work is
 3            being done now in conjunction with the ABC unit here
 4            and with DHS.
 5                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you.
 6                 I've got one more question.  I just -- in that
 7            same section.  What is eFinance?  It says that --
 8                 SECRETARY KEY:  eFinance -- was that your
 9            question?
10                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes.  I'm not aware of what
11            eFinance is.
12                 SECRETARY KEY:  That's our statewide -- that's
13            part of APSCN, the Arkansas Public School Computer
14            Network, where all the finance data goes into our
15            data warehouse.  That may not be the best descriptor
16            of it, but it's our recordkeeping; it's where all
17            districts put in their finance records and we're able
18            to have it there.  So you have eSchool, which is the
19            student side, and then eFinance, which is the finance
20            side of APSCN.
21                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  So teachers are going to
22            have to be aware of eFinance or demonstrate a
23            proficiency in it?  I'm just confused by that.  And
24            that's 4.03.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I'm trying to pull up the
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 1            rules now.  Just a minute.
 2                 MS. WOODS:  I'll add in a question on that.  How
 3            big of an impact do we think this is going to be?
 4            Like are there -- the majority of teachers that need
 5            to get caught up, or do we have any idea what the
 6            impact will be?
 7                 SECRETARY KEY:  I do not have those numbers.  I
 8            don't think it would -- I mean we have probably --
 9            I'm trying to think through the last update that we
10            saw on that.  But there were 15, 16 thousand teachers
11            in the pipeline -- either having completed or in the
12            pipeline to complete.  You know, for -- you know, for
13            K-6 it was the -- you know, they had to have the
14            proficiency and then for the secondary teachers they
15            have to demonstrate awareness or complete the
16            awareness requirement for it.
17                 But, you know, if we want to -- if we can, Madam
18            Chair, can we move to the other ones?  Let me see if
19            I can get Stacy on and she will have some answers to
20            a lot of those questions.
21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I looked at that part of the
22            rules that Ms. McFetridge is referring to and I think
23            that that is a typo.  I don't think it's supposed to
24            say eFinance; I think it's supposed to demonstrate
25            proficiency in Science of Reading.  So I think that
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 1            would be something that would need to be corrected.
 2            And since we're just releasing for public comment I
 3            think that can be corrected.
 4                 But I don't know, Ms. Freno, if that would be a
 5            major correction or not?
 6                 MS. FRENO:  No, that could be corrected.  The
 7            eFinance actually appears in the current copy of the
 8            rules.
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
10                 MS. FRENO:  So that was something that already
11            has been promulgated.  But, yes, I mean, definitely.
12            If it should say Science of Reading, we need to get
13            that changed to the Science of Reading.
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
15                 MS. FRENO:  And we can do that in the public
16            comment period.
17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Maybe that's something
18            to go ahead and flag and check out and see what
19            that's supposed to say.
20                 Thank you, Ms. McFetridge, for catching that.
21                 MS. WINDLE:  If I could just offer a point of
22            clarification, eFinance is used to house all the job
23            codes and licensure codes for teachers.  And there is
24            a central office -- district office employee that
25            would be responsible for documenting all of that
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 1            professional development within eFinance.  So it
 2            probably just needs to be clarified in that capacity.
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  But is that person --
 4                 MS. WINDLE:  Yeah, it's part of cycle reporting.
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  I just didn't
 6            understand why it was in the Right to Read Act then.
 7                 MS. WINDLE:  Yeah, it's just that required PD
 8            piece has to be captured.
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.
10                 MS. WINDLE:  And so the teacher is not
11            responsible for documenting that; they're just
12            responsible for getting the training.  Someone in the
13            central office would enter that into the eFinance --
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.
15                 MS. WINDLE:  -- platform and then submit that to
16            the Department.
17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Yeah.  I'm just looking at it.
18            It just -- just the way it says "designate each
19            teachers having demonstrated proficiency or awareness
20            in eFinance."  So it sounds like each teacher is
21            going to have to have a proficiency or awareness in
22            eFinance, and I'm not sure that's what we were
23            meaning there, so --
24                 MS. WINDLE:  No.  eFinance is just where that
25            proficiency is housed --
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.
 2                 MS. WINDLE:  -- as being documented.
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.
 4                 MS. WINDLE:  So I think that just needs to be
 5            clarified a little bit.
 6                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.
 7                 So, Ms. Freno and -- let's see, who was this --
 8            Ms. Park, y'all were taking notes on this, I'm sure.
 9                 MS. FRENO:  Yes.
10                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
11                 SECRETARY KEY:  And I just reached Stacy.  She's
12            going to get on the Zoom in a few minutes.  So we
13            might -- if we want to, we can skip to the other
14            items and then come back to this one.
15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Why don't we do that.
16  9.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
17  GOVERNING THE ARKANSAS EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT AND ACCOUNTABILITY
18  ACT
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We'll go on then to item 9,
20            rules governing Arkansas ESAA.  Mr. Daugherty.
21                     (BRIEF MOMENT OF SILENCE)
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Mr. Daugherty.
23                 MR. DAUGHTERY:  Yes.  The Division requests that
24            the Board release the rules governing the Arkansas
25            Educational Support and Accountability Act for public
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 1            comment pending Governor's office approval.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have any
 3            discussion?
 4                 Do we have a motion?
 5                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Ms. Newton, I'm sorry; I'm kind
 6            of trying to look at my notes.  I'm just wondering
 7            about getting these assessments to our schools
 8            earlier than August 1st of each year.  And as you
 9            know, the earlier the schools and the staff can get
10            their scores the better it is for them planning.  Is
11            that a set-in-stone August 1st, when it's in the --
12            in this, it is.  So if the results are going to come
13            out earlier to the Division could we get them out
14            earlier to the schools, is I guess what I'm asking.
15            Does this piece have to be set-in-stone as August 1?
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Is there someone on
17            that can answer that question?
18                 SECRETARY KEY:  Well, I'll try.
19                 Ms. McFetridge, we -- that statute was changed.
20            If you remember, it was July 1 and we moved the
21            window -- you know, one of the things that we've had
22            to deal with for a long time is the push-pull of
23            getting the testing window as late in the school year
24            as possible so for more content to be covered before
25            they actually take their statewide assessment.  And
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 1            so we moved that testing window.  But with the
 2            efficiencies that we've been able to get, you know,
 3            from the testing company, and now that everything is,
 4            you know, on a digital platform, they get the results
 5            back to us quicker, and then Dr. Arola is able -- and
 6            Ms. Coffman's team can go through and do what they
 7            need to do to make sure it's all clean.  But August 1
 8            was that deadline so that we could put that in for
 9            the contract with the vendor to make sure that they
10            get those back to us.  Typically, they do get those
11            back to us before August 1 -- and as soon as we get
12            them and get them processed and to a point where they
13            can be released, we do release them.  We don't wait
14            until August 1 to release them; we get them out as
15            soon as we possibly can.
16                 It worked out pretty well this year, you know,
17            because we'd moved the testing window out because of
18            -- or last school year because of Covid.  And so the
19            -- but the results still got back to us in July.  And
20            I don't think we had -- you know, we had some
21            questions about that, just along the lines that you'd
22            mentioned, but I think all-in-all for this past year
23            it worked out pretty smoothly.  We were able to do
24            the testing later in the school year and we still
25            were able to get the results back to the districts in
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 1            time for them to use those in their planning.
 2                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you for that.  I
 3            appreciate it.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any other questions?
 5                 Okay.  Do we have a motion?
 6                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll make the motion to
 7            approve.
 8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Ms.
 9            McFetridge.
10                 MR. SUTTON:  I'll second.
11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Mr. Sutton.
12                 All in favor?
13                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
15                 Okay.  Motion passes.
16  10.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
17  GOVERNING VISUAL ART AND MUSIC INSTRUCTION IN GRADES ONE
18  THROUGH EIGHT
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  I think we're now to
20            item 10, public comment release, rules governing
21            Visual Art and Music Instruction.  Mr. Daugherty.
22                 MR. DAUGHERTY:  Yes.  The Division requests that
23            the Board release the rules -- or approve the rules
24            governing Visual Art and Music Instruction in Grades
25            One Through Eight for public comment pending
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 1            Governor's office approval.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Any discussion?
 3                 Okay.  Do we have a motion?
 4                 DR. RANKIN:  I will move to approve pending
 5            Governor's office approval.
 6                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Motion by Dr. Rankin.
 7                 DR. MOORE:  Second.
 8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Dr. Moore.
 9                 All in favor?
10                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
12                 Okay.  Motion passes.
13  7.  ARKANSAS TUTORING CORPS (continuing)
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Is Ms. Smith on?
15                 SECRETARY KEY:  Not quite yet.
16                 But if I may, I should've mentioned this when we
17            were discussing the rules on the Tutoring Corps.  But
18            Dr. Walley is on and she has been leading that
19            project and can give y'all an update.  I think this
20            is a project that's gone pretty well so far and I'm
21            pleased with the results of it, and Dr. Walley can
22            give you the most recent update on that.
23                 So, Madam Chair, with your permission we'll let
24            Dr. Walley talk to y'all about where we are with that
25            process.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  That would be great.
 2                 DR. WALLEY:  Good morning.  I'm Missy Walley,
 3            Director of Special Projects.
 4                 And just to share an update of where we are, we
 5            just started this really at just the start of the
 6            training in September.  And right now, as of December
 7            29th, we have held 80 trainings; 14 of those were
 8            just informational trainings, the other 66 were
 9            initial trainings on the curriculum for the Arkansas
10            Tutoring Corps.  As of right now, we have 750
11            applications across the state.  We now have 98
12            qualified tutors.  So just thinking that they just
13            started getting the curriculum in November, I think
14            that's pretty good that we are where we are right
15            now.  Our goal is to get to -- I believe we said 100
16            by December, so I think we're pretty close with 98.
17                 So our approved sites -- we have contacted all
18            of the out-of-school networks; of course, pre-
19            approved our -- all public schools, universities,
20            education service cooperatives, and any Arkansas out-
21            of-school network affiliates.  So if any schools have
22            been -- gone out and done a pre-approval, or any
23            community organizations -- Boys and Girls Clubs,
24            foster homes -- those approvals have gone to the
25            statewide community portal, which is where we house
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 1            any resources that are needed for the state.  So I
 2            think y'all have seen that before, but it's probably
 3            been a while since that's been in front of you.  But
 4            anything that the community needs, those portals,
 5            those out-of-school networks and approved sites have
 6            been added to that.
 7                 As far as certified tutors, certified tutors
 8            have to go through all levels -- and we have not been
 9            doing this long enough for us to have any certified
10            tutors.  There are seven levels and we have -- we've
11            got some who've just entered level 2.
12                 Implementation -- as of last month, November
13            18th, we had not had any tutoring hours just because
14            we were trying to get everybody to the qualified
15            status.  As of this month, we now have 340 tutoring
16            hours that have been documented, so we are well on
17            our way.  And then, like I said, we've also set up
18            the system for school districts to be able to access
19            the tutoring list through that statewide community
20            portal.  We tried to combine those resources just
21            because those tutors can be such a benefit for the
22            community, so that the community can reach out to
23            those tutors as well and then go through the pre-
24            approval site to be a tutoring site.
25                 So a lot of things have happened.  And I do want
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 1            to just give a shout-out to the Office of ERZ [ps]
 2            because they've put in a lot of Saturday trainings
 3            and a lot of night trainings just in order to
 4            accommodate these tutors and their schedules to get
 5            them their initial training.
 6                 That's it in a nutshell.  Any questions?
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Anyone have a question for Ms.
 8            Walley?
 9                 That's fantastic news.  It shows how hard that
10            y'all have been working and it's a great thing for
11            the students of Arkansas.  So thank you for your hard
12            work.
13                 DR. WALLEY:  Thank y'all.  And I'll be sure to
14            pass that word to the Office of ERZ.
15  8.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: DESE RULES GOVERNING THE
16  RIGHT TO READ ACT (continuing)
17                 SECRETARY KEY:  And, Ms. Newton, Stacy is on
18            now, so --
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.
20                 SECRETARY KEY:  -- we can go back to item number
21            8.
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  So we are on item 8,
23            rules governing the Right to Read Act.
24                 MS. SMITH:  Good morning.  I wasn't on earlier,
25            so I didn't hear the actual questions that y'all had.
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 1            But I'm happy to answer any of them.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. McFetridge, do you want to
 3            state your original -- I think you had three
 4            questions maybe.
 5                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes.  I was wondering if you
 6            could just talk just a little bit about why the year
 7            changed from -- 2023-24 instead of 2022-23.
 8                 MS. SMITH:  That is a good question.  We
 9            actually extended it for the two years because of
10            Covid.  And really we almost -- as far as the RISE
11            Academy, we wanted to keep those in-person instead of
12            going directly to online, and so it really delayed
13            teachers getting through and getting the training
14            that they needed.  And it also delayed administrators
15            who had to go through the RISE Academy and then also
16            had to turn around and go through the Assessor
17            Academy to determine proficiency.  And so that was
18            the reason we delayed it.
19                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you.
20                 And then I think Secretary Key answered my
21            question about adding pre-K [clearing throat] --
22            excuse me -- into the Science of Reading and the pre-
23            K teachers training.
24                 SECRETARY KEY:  But, Ms. McFetridge, I would --
25            I'd feel much better if Stacy answered that because I
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 1            --
 2                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Sure.
 3                 SECRETARY KEY: -- I may have gotten any -- I
 4            could have gotten any of those points wrong.  And
 5            while we have an opportunity to get it right, I'd
 6            rather have Stacy address that.
 7                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.
 8                 MS. SMITH:  So let me make sure I understood.
 9            The question was about pre-K teachers having RISE
10            training, is that it?
11                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes.
12                 MS. SMITH:  So the requirement -- yeah, the
13            requirement for pre-K is not there.  However, we did
14            -- there was literacy training for pre-K that was not
15            aligned to the Science of Reading, and our folks in
16            the Literacy Department have put together a training
17            that is aligned and we used our ESSER funding this
18            last year to actually launch that professional
19            development that's aligned to Science of Reading.  We
20            also provided an actual curriculum to any pre-K
21            through the state that wanted to participate in the
22            training for free to kind of build that up.  But
23            there is not a requirement for pre-K to be Science of
24            Reading training.  But we did align the training --
25            they're required in the rules to have literacy
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 1            training, and so the training now is aligned.
 2                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Okay.  How many schools,
 3            do you remember off the top of your head, have
 4            trained their pre-K's in the Science of Reading then
 5            or use that curriculum?
 6                 MS. SMITH:  That just started this last year,
 7            and I would have to actually get that information
 8            from Lori Bridges.  But I'll be happy to pull that
 9            from her.  They had the number of teachers that are
10            participating in the training and they had the school
11            districts across the state that actually chose the
12            curriculum as well.  So I can get that list to you.
13            But it's a pretty good -- I know we were pleased with
14            the initial numbers that came in, but I don't have
15            those off the top of my head.  I apologize.
16                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Oh, no, that's fine.  That's
17            fine.
18                 And then there was another section in the
19            proposed law that said -- let's see -- each public
20            school district must designate each teacher as having
21            demonstrated proficiency or awareness in eFinance.
22            And I was confused by that.
23                 MS. SMITH:  So they have to designate within the
24            system where the teachers are, where they are in the
25            proficiency.  So it's the recordkeeping piece.
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 1            That's how we pull the data at the Department of Ed.
 2            So the teachers' license information is in the
 3            eSchool system, and in there they have to mark that
 4            the teachers were either proficient or they have
 5            awareness within that system, and then that's how we
 6            pull the data at the State.
 7                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  But each teacher doesn't have
 8            to demonstrate --
 9                 MS. SMITH:  So each teacher K-12 has to have
10            awareness and K-6 has to have proficiency, and so the
11            school district is responsible for marking it in the
12            system when the teacher has reached the limit they're
13            required to have.  And then as the State, we pull
14            that information so that we can keep up with it
15            across the state.
16                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.
17                 MS. SMITH:  So that's our tracking system.
18                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Stacy, I think --
20                 MS. SMITH:  (inaudible).  Go ahead.
21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Stacy, I think the confusion
22            is it makes it sound like that the teacher has to
23            have proficiency or awareness of eFinance instead of
24            the Science of Reading.  So somehow or another, it
25            just needs to change so it can say, you know, that
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 1            that's where it's documented maybe.
 2                 MS. SMITH:  Can you tell me what number that one
 3            is?
 4                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  4.03.  Yes, it's very
 5            confusing.
 6                 MS. SMITH:  No, I see what you're saying.  Yeah,
 7            it says must designate each teacher as having
 8            proficiency or awareness in eFinance.  That's
 9            something we'll work with Legal on, because I don't
10            think that's a substantial change, to make sure
11            that's clarified.  And so that's a good point.  Thank
12            you for pointing that out.
13                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
14                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Thank you.
15                 MS. SMITH:  It does read that way if you weren't
16            sure what it was asking.
17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.  Okay.
18                 Any other questions for Ms. Smith while we have
19            her on?
20                 Thank you, Ms. Smith, for taking the time to
21            join us.
22                 MS. SMITH:  Oh, absolutely.  I'll stay on for
23            awhile in case some other questions come up about any
24            other rules.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Thank you.
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 1                 MR. SUTTON:  Take care of that cold.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Yes, feel better.
 3                 MS. SMITH:  Thank you.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  I think we're
 5            ready for a motion.  This is on the rules governing
 6            the Right to Read Act.
 7                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll make the motion to approve
 8            pending Governor's approval.
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  We have a motion by Ms.
10            McFetridge.
11                 MR. SUTTON:  I'll second.
12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We have a second by Mr.
13            Sutton.
14                 All in favor?
15                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Are there any opposed?
17                 Okay.  Motion passes.
18  ADJOURNMENT
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I think that was our last set
20            of rules that we have today.  And I don't know of any
21            new business.
22                 Ms. Freno, do we have any public comments?
23                 MS. FRENO:  No, we do not.
24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  So if we don't have any
25            other business, we need a motion to adjourn.
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 1                 MR. SUTTON:  So moved.
 2                 DR. MOORE:  I make the motion.
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Mr. Sutton,
 4            seconded by Dr. Moore.
 5                 And I guess all in favor of that?
 6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Y'all have a good rest of your
 8            holiday and stay safe.  And we'll see you in January.
 9            Thank you for joining us today.
10
11
12
13          (The Action Agenda was concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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 1                       P R O C E E D I N G S
 2  V.1.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


 3  GOVERNING EYE AND VISION SCREENING REPORT IN ARKANSAS PUBLIC


 4  SCHOOLS
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: We have several items that are


 6            rules to release for public comment.  And I think,
 7            Ms. Freno, the first three are yours.
 8                 MS. FRENO: Yes.  Thank you, Ms. Newton.
 9                 The first rule -- the set of rules are rules
10            governing Eye and Vision Screening Report in Arkansas
11            Public Schools.
12                 Are you guys hearing a lot of background
13            problems?  I wonder what's causing that.
14                 Well, I don't hear it now.
15                 But the Division is requesting that these rules
16            be released for public comment pending Governor's
17            office approval.
18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: The first one is Eye and
19            Vision.  Do we have a motion?
20                 DR. MOORE: I'll make a motion to approve
21            pending Governor's office approval.
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  We have a motion by Dr.


23            Moore.
24                 MS. WOODS: I'll second.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: And seconded by Ms. Woods.
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 1                 All in favor?
 2                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
 4                 Motion passes.
 5  2.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


 6  GOVERNING THE ADMINISTRATION OF INSULIN, GLUCAGON, AND


 7  MEDICATION FOR ADRENAL INSUFFICIENCY OR CRISIS


 8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Ms. Freno, the rules


 9            governing the Administration of Insulin.
10                 MS. FRENO: Yes, Ms. Newton.
11                 The second set of rules are those governing the
12            Administrative -- Administration of Insulin,
13            Glucagon, and Medication for Adrenal Insufficiency or
14            Crisis.  Really the only rules made -- change made to
15            these rules had to do with the administration of
16            medication for adrenal insufficiency or crisis based
17            upon legislation that came out this session.  And
18            we're requesting that these rules be approved for
19            public comment release pending Governor's office
20            review.
21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Do we have a motion?


22                 DR. MOORE: I'll make a motion to release for
23            public comment pending Governor's office approval.
24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  A motion by Dr. Moore.


25                 MS. WOODS: I'll second.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Second by Ms. Woods.
 2                 All in favor?
 3                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
 5                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 6  3.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


 7  GOVERNING DOCUMENTS POSTED TO SCHOOL DISTRICT AND EDUCATION


 8  SERVICE COOPERATIVE WEBSITES
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Ms. Freno, the next public
10            comment --
11                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I am not hearing anyone.
12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Make sure that whenever


13            you -- when we ask for a vote that you do actually
14            speak your vote and un-mute your computer.
15                 Okay.  All right.  Ms. Freno, are we ready for
16            the third one?
17                 MS. FRENO: Yes.  The third one are the rules
18            governing Documents Posted to School District and
19            Education Service Cooperative Websites.  And the
20            Division requests that these be released for public
21            comment pending Governor's office approval.
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  All right.  Do we have


23            a motion on these rules?
24                 MR. SUTTON: I'll make the motion to approve
25            pending Governor's approval.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  A motion by Mr. Sutton.


 2                 DR. HILL: Second.
 3                 DR. RANKIN: I'll second.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Seconded by Dr. Hill.
 5                 All in favor?
 6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
 8                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 9                 MS. FRENO: Thank you, everyone.
10  4.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


11  GOVERNING SCHOOL-BASED AED DEVICES AND CPR PROGRAMS


12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right.  Our next ones are


13            rules governing School-Based AED Devices and CPR
14            Programs.  Mr. Daugherty.
15                 Is he on?
16                 MS. FRENO: Brian, you'll have to un-mute.
17                 MR. DAUGHERTY: Can you hear me now?
18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: There we go.
19                 MR. DAUGHERTY: All right.  So this is the rules
20            governing School-Based Automated External
21            Defibrillator Devices and Cardiopulmonary
22            Resuscitation Programs in Arkansas Public Schools.
23            And the Division is requesting release of these rules
24            for public comment pending Governor's office
25            approval.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  All right.  Do we have


 2            a motion on these rules?
 3                 MR. SUTTON: Motion to approve pending
 4            Governor's approval.
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Motion by Mr. Sutton.


 6                 MS. WOODS: I'll second.
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Was that Dr. Rankin?
 8                 MS. WOODS: (raised a hand)
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: No, Ms. Woods.  Okay.
10            Seconded by Ms. Woods.  Thank you.
11                 All in favor?
12                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
13                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
14                 Any opposed?
15                 Motion passes.
16  5.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


17  GOVERNING REQUIRED TRAINING FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS


18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right.  Ms. Park, public


19            comment release, rules governing Required Training
20            for School Board Members.
21                 Is Ms. Park on?
22                 MS. PARK: I'm sorry.
23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: You're there.
24                 MS. PARK: So the Division requests that these
25            rules be released for public comment pending
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 1            Governor's office approval.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Do we have a motion?


 3                 MR. SUTTON: I have a question.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right, Mr. Sutton.
 5                 MR. SUTTON: This was important to me when I was


 6            on the board, and probably for Ms. McFetridge as
 7            well.  But can you explain to me -- because I read
 8            this many times; I'm a little confused about the
 9            period at which they can make -- board members can
10            make up hours that they didn't get it through the
11            year.  And so I'm not sure exactly what this is
12            saying.
13                 MS. PARK: And I can only assume -- in the title
14            -- or the purpose of the bill it said it was to
15            extend that time period.  And when I read it I
16            thought, well, this is the same time period.  But I
17            think it's clarifying that you can start gaining
18            those hours prior to the first meeting.  Because the
19            way it was worded previously kind of sounded like
20            from the beginning of the first meeting through the
21            end of January.  Let me make sure I'm -- 30 days from
22            the day of the January board meeting.  So now it says
23            January 1 through the date 30 days following the
24            board meeting.  So I think it could have previously
25            been interpreted to say you have to wait for that
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 1            first board meeting and then you have 30 days.  So
 2            this, to me, clarifies it saying beginning January
 3            3rd through the -- 30 days after the first meeting.
 4            Does that help at all?
 5                 MR. SUTTON: Well -- well, if the first -- and,
 6            of course, I guess -- districts have different times
 7            of their board meetings, I guess.  But let's say the
 8            board meeting is the third Thursday of the month; is
 9            it 30 days beyond that period or -- is that what it's
10            saying?
11                 MS. PARK: Yes, 30 days.  Yeah, regardless of
12            what day it's on in the month, you have 30 days after
13            that January meeting.
14                 MR. SUTTON: Okay.  I got it.
15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Is that something that maybe


16            we need to clear up a little bit in the rules?  Is
17            that confusing?
18                 MR. SUTTON: Or maybe I'm just that stupid, I
19            don't know.
20                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: No, I wouldn't say that, Mr.


21            Sutton.  But maybe that's something that Legal might
22            look at a little bit closer and see as we --
23                 MS. PARK: Well --
24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: -- take public comments.
25                 SECRETARY KEY: Ms. Park, I think the extension
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 1            is actually on the front-end rather than --
 2                 MS. PARK: Uh-huh.
 3                 SECRETARY KEY: -- extending on the back-end.  I
 4            mean usually when we talk about extending it's on the
 5            back-end.  But this actually moves it up so that you
 6            can start earlier in January; you know, in that
 7            instance, if it was the 3rd Thursday in January, you
 8            didn't have to wait until then.  Under the previous
 9            wording it could be interpreted that you had to wait
10            all the way through January, until that third
11            Thursday, and then your clock started.  This actually
12            gives you time to do it earlier.
13                 MR. SUTTON: Okay.  I'm good.
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Does that help, Mr. Sutton?


15                 MR. SUTTON: Yes, ma'am.
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  All right.  Then -- all


17            right.  Then are we ready for -- and I apologize, I
18            haven't been giving us time for any discussion on
19            these rules.  So if you do have questions or need to
20            discuss, make sure that you slow me down a little
21            bit.
22                 All right.  So are we ready for a motion on
23            these rules?
24                 MR. SUTTON: I'll make the motion.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Motion by Mr. Sutton to
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 1            release for public comment pending Governor's office
 2            approval.
 3                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I'll second it.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Seconded by Ms. McFetridge.


 5                 All in favor?
 6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
 8                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 9  6.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


10  GOVERNING PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS
11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right.  Our next one is
12            rules governing Public Charter Schools.  Ms. James.
13                 MS. JAMES: Yes, ma'am.  The Division is
14            requesting that the Board release these rules for
15            public comment pending Governor's office approval.
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Are there any discussion on


17            these rules this time?
18                 Okay.  Are we ready for a motion?
19                 DR. MOORE: I'll move to release for public
20            comment pending Governor's office approval.
21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  A motion by Dr. Moore.


22                 DR. RANKIN: I'll second.
23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: And a second by Dr. Rankin.


24                 All in favor?
25                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
 2                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 3  7.  CONSIDERATION FOR FINAL APPROVAL: DESE RULES GOVERNING THE


 4  ARKANSAS TUTORING CORPS
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right.  This next one is


 6            our only, I think, final approval that we have.  This
 7            was final approval of rules governing the Arkansas
 8            Teacher [sic] Corps.  And also Ms. James.
 9                 MS. JAMES: Yes, ma'am.  The Division is
10            requesting final approval of these rules.  They have
11            been through the public comment period and there were
12            a few small changes which you'll see on the draft in
13            the public comment matrix that I've uploaded.  Not a
14            whole lot of changes, but we're just requesting final
15            approval of these rules.
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any discussion or comments on


17            these rules?
18                 Okay.  We're ready for a motion.
19                 DR. RANKIN: I'll make to approve.
20                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  A motion to approve --


21                 DR. MOORE: Second.
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: -- by Dr. Rankin.
23                 Who was the second?
24                 DR. MOORE: I do.  I'll second it.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Seconded by Dr. Moore.
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 1                 All in favor?
 2                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
 4                 Okay.  Motion passes.
 5  8.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


 6  GOVERNING THE RIGHT TO READ ACT
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Item 8, rules governing


 8            the Right to Read Act.  And that is Ms. Park.
 9                 MS. PARK: Yes.  The Division requests that
10            these rules be released for public comment pending
11            Governor's office approval.
12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.
13                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I have a couple of questions,
14            Ms. Newton.
15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right.
16                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I'm wondering why we had to
17            change the year to 2023-24, wondering why it wasn't
18            maybe possibly 2022-2023.  Was there that great of a
19            need to extend those years?
20                 MS. PARK: Which section are you looking at?
21            Because it --
22                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I'm sorry.  It's 4.00.
23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Ms. McFetridge, I think it was


24            Covid related, making sure that everyone had time to
25            get their professional development.  But Ms. Park may
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 1            have more information.
 2                 MS. PARK: I do not have.  This is what the
 3            Division requested; so I'm sorry, I do not have an
 4            answer as to why that was the date.
 5                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Well --
 6                 SECRETARY KEY: I think I --
 7                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I'm sorry, go ahead.
 8                 SECRETARY KEY: If I could help -- I can help
 9            with that.  So with the interruptions that occurred
10            due to Covid and basically shutting down a lot of the
11            in-person professional development opportunities that
12            we had, the Learning Services looked at this and felt
13            like it was important to give extra time.  We debated
14            what -- basically, this is -- reflects what was in
15            the legislation, what -- the time that -- whether it
16            be an extra year or an extra two years.  But, you
17            know, we still had PD going, but because so much of
18            this PD was important to have in-person rather than
19            having virtual, you know, we did not want teachers to
20            feel that they were possibly under threat of losing
21            their job if they were not -- did not make the
22            timeline, and their actually pushing that out two
23            years would prevent a situation where teachers were
24            under an intensive support plan or something to get
25            that -- the Science of Reading, I believe is what --
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 1            and Stacy is out today and she could confirm all
 2            that.  But to the best of my recollection, that's
 3            kind of why that date was set where it is.
 4                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: (inaudible)
 6                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I appreciate that.
 7                 Can I -- I would like to ask another question.
 8            That same section, does pre-K -- they don't start the
 9            Science of Reading in pre-K?  Is that right, pre-K
10            wouldn't be included in the trainings?
11                 SECRETARY KEY: Pre-K -- it's not a requirement
12            for licensure for Science of Reading for pre-K.  We
13            do have pre-K Science of Reading work that is -- I
14            guess you would say maybe in the second phase or the
15            next phase.  I mean we're doing it now; it's part of
16            what we're spending some of the additional ESSER
17            funds on that we've been receiving -- or that we've
18            received, that -- developing that -- the pre-K
19            standards.  All of those things that need to happen
20            -- that had already happened for, you know, K-12 was
21            happening next, and that's what we're in the process
22            of doing now.  So, you know, we're not at a point of
23            making requirements for that, but for standard
24            licensure.  So even if a pre-K teacher has standard
25            early elementary licensure, they're still going to
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 1            get that.  But the actual pre-K elements for three-
 2            year olds, four-year olds, those -- that work is
 3            being done now in conjunction with the ABC unit here
 4            and with DHS.
 5                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.  Thank you.
 6                 I've got one more question.  I just -- in that
 7            same section.  What is eFinance?  It says that --
 8                 SECRETARY KEY: eFinance -- was that your
 9            question?
10                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Yes.  I'm not aware of what
11            eFinance is.
12                 SECRETARY KEY: That's our statewide -- that's
13            part of APSCN, the Arkansas Public School Computer
14            Network, where all the finance data goes into our
15            data warehouse.  That may not be the best descriptor
16            of it, but it's our recordkeeping; it's where all
17            districts put in their finance records and we're able
18            to have it there.  So you have eSchool, which is the
19            student side, and then eFinance, which is the finance
20            side of APSCN.
21                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.  So teachers are going to


22            have to be aware of eFinance or demonstrate a
23            proficiency in it?  I'm just confused by that.  And
24            that's 4.03.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: I'm trying to pull up the
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 1            rules now.  Just a minute.
 2                 MS. WOODS: I'll add in a question on that.  How
 3            big of an impact do we think this is going to be?
 4            Like are there -- the majority of teachers that need
 5            to get caught up, or do we have any idea what the
 6            impact will be?
 7                 SECRETARY KEY: I do not have those numbers.  I
 8            don't think it would -- I mean we have probably --
 9            I'm trying to think through the last update that we
10            saw on that.  But there were 15, 16 thousand teachers
11            in the pipeline -- either having completed or in the
12            pipeline to complete.  You know, for -- you know, for
13            K-6 it was the -- you know, they had to have the
14            proficiency and then for the secondary teachers they
15            have to demonstrate awareness or complete the
16            awareness requirement for it.
17                 But, you know, if we want to -- if we can, Madam
18            Chair, can we move to the other ones?  Let me see if
19            I can get Stacy on and she will have some answers to
20            a lot of those questions.
21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: I looked at that part of the
22            rules that Ms. McFetridge is referring to and I think
23            that that is a typo.  I don't think it's supposed to
24            say eFinance; I think it's supposed to demonstrate
25            proficiency in Science of Reading.  So I think that
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 1            would be something that would need to be corrected.
 2            And since we're just releasing for public comment I
 3            think that can be corrected.
 4                 But I don't know, Ms. Freno, if that would be a
 5            major correction or not?
 6                 MS. FRENO: No, that could be corrected.  The
 7            eFinance actually appears in the current copy of the
 8            rules.
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.
10                 MS. FRENO: So that was something that already
11            has been promulgated.  But, yes, I mean, definitely.
12            If it should say Science of Reading, we need to get
13            that changed to the Science of Reading.
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.
15                 MS. FRENO: And we can do that in the public
16            comment period.
17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Maybe that's something


18            to go ahead and flag and check out and see what
19            that's supposed to say.
20                 Thank you, Ms. McFetridge, for catching that.
21                 MS. WINDLE: If I could just offer a point of
22            clarification, eFinance is used to house all the job
23            codes and licensure codes for teachers.  And there is
24            a central office -- district office employee that
25            would be responsible for documenting all of that
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 1            professional development within eFinance.  So it
 2            probably just needs to be clarified in that capacity.
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: But is that person --
 4                 MS. WINDLE: Yeah, it's part of cycle reporting.
 5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  I just didn't
 6            understand why it was in the Right to Read Act then.
 7                 MS. WINDLE: Yeah, it's just that required PD
 8            piece has to be captured.
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  All right.
10                 MS. WINDLE: And so the teacher is not
11            responsible for documenting that; they're just
12            responsible for getting the training.  Someone in the
13            central office would enter that into the eFinance --
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Right.
15                 MS. WINDLE: -- platform and then submit that to
16            the Department.
17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Yeah.  I'm just looking at it.


18            It just -- just the way it says "designate each
19            teachers having demonstrated proficiency or awareness
20            in eFinance."  So it sounds like each teacher is
21            going to have to have a proficiency or awareness in
22            eFinance, and I'm not sure that's what we were
23            meaning there, so --
24                 MS. WINDLE: No.  eFinance is just where that
25            proficiency is housed --
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Right.
 2                 MS. WINDLE: -- as being documented.
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Right.
 4                 MS. WINDLE: So I think that just needs to be
 5            clarified a little bit.
 6                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  All right.
 7                 So, Ms. Freno and -- let's see, who was this --
 8            Ms. Park, y'all were taking notes on this, I'm sure.
 9                 MS. FRENO: Yes.
10                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.
11                 SECRETARY KEY: And I just reached Stacy.  She's


12            going to get on the Zoom in a few minutes.  So we
13            might -- if we want to, we can skip to the other
14            items and then come back to this one.
15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Why don't we do that.


16  9.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


17  GOVERNING THE ARKANSAS EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT AND ACCOUNTABILITY


18  ACT
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: We'll go on then to item 9,


20            rules governing Arkansas ESAA.  Mr. Daugherty.
21                     (BRIEF MOMENT OF SILENCE)
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Mr. Daugherty.
23                 MR. DAUGHTERY: Yes.  The Division requests that


24            the Board release the rules governing the Arkansas
25            Educational Support and Accountability Act for public
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 1            comment pending Governor's office approval.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Do we have any
 3            discussion?
 4                 Do we have a motion?
 5                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Ms. Newton, I'm sorry; I'm kind


 6            of trying to look at my notes.  I'm just wondering
 7            about getting these assessments to our schools
 8            earlier than August 1st of each year.  And as you
 9            know, the earlier the schools and the staff can get
10            their scores the better it is for them planning.  Is
11            that a set-in-stone August 1st, when it's in the --
12            in this, it is.  So if the results are going to come
13            out earlier to the Division could we get them out
14            earlier to the schools, is I guess what I'm asking.
15            Does this piece have to be set-in-stone as August 1?
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Is there someone on


17            that can answer that question?
18                 SECRETARY KEY: Well, I'll try.
19                 Ms. McFetridge, we -- that statute was changed.
20            If you remember, it was July 1 and we moved the
21            window -- you know, one of the things that we've had
22            to deal with for a long time is the push-pull of
23            getting the testing window as late in the school year
24            as possible so for more content to be covered before
25            they actually take their statewide assessment.  And
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 1            so we moved that testing window.  But with the
 2            efficiencies that we've been able to get, you know,
 3            from the testing company, and now that everything is,
 4            you know, on a digital platform, they get the results
 5            back to us quicker, and then Dr. Arola is able -- and
 6            Ms. Coffman's team can go through and do what they
 7            need to do to make sure it's all clean.  But August 1
 8            was that deadline so that we could put that in for
 9            the contract with the vendor to make sure that they
10            get those back to us.  Typically, they do get those
11            back to us before August 1 -- and as soon as we get
12            them and get them processed and to a point where they
13            can be released, we do release them.  We don't wait
14            until August 1 to release them; we get them out as
15            soon as we possibly can.
16                 It worked out pretty well this year, you know,
17            because we'd moved the testing window out because of
18            -- or last school year because of Covid.  And so the
19            -- but the results still got back to us in July.  And
20            I don't think we had -- you know, we had some
21            questions about that, just along the lines that you'd
22            mentioned, but I think all-in-all for this past year
23            it worked out pretty smoothly.  We were able to do
24            the testing later in the school year and we still
25            were able to get the results back to the districts in
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 1            time for them to use those in their planning.
 2                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.  Thank you for that.  I
 3            appreciate it.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any other questions?
 5                 Okay.  Do we have a motion?
 6                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I'll make the motion to
 7            approve.
 8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  A motion by Ms.
 9            McFetridge.
10                 MR. SUTTON: I'll second.
11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Seconded by Mr. Sutton.
12                 All in favor?
13                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
15                 Okay.  Motion passes.
16  10.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES


17  GOVERNING VISUAL ART AND MUSIC INSTRUCTION IN GRADES ONE


18  THROUGH EIGHT
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  I think we're now to


20            item 10, public comment release, rules governing
21            Visual Art and Music Instruction.  Mr. Daugherty.
22                 MR. DAUGHERTY: Yes.  The Division requests that


23            the Board release the rules -- or approve the rules
24            governing Visual Art and Music Instruction in Grades
25            One Through Eight for public comment pending
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 1            Governor's office approval.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Any discussion?
 3                 Okay.  Do we have a motion?
 4                 DR. RANKIN: I will move to approve pending
 5            Governor's office approval.
 6                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Motion by Dr. Rankin.
 7                 DR. MOORE: Second.
 8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Seconded by Dr. Moore.
 9                 All in favor?
10                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Any opposed?
12                 Okay.  Motion passes.
13  7.  ARKANSAS TUTORING CORPS (continuing)
14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right.  Is Ms. Smith on?


15                 SECRETARY KEY: Not quite yet.
16                 But if I may, I should've mentioned this when we
17            were discussing the rules on the Tutoring Corps.  But
18            Dr. Walley is on and she has been leading that
19            project and can give y'all an update.  I think this
20            is a project that's gone pretty well so far and I'm
21            pleased with the results of it, and Dr. Walley can
22            give you the most recent update on that.
23                 So, Madam Chair, with your permission we'll let
24            Dr. Walley talk to y'all about where we are with that
25            process.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: That would be great.
 2                 DR. WALLEY: Good morning.  I'm Missy Walley,
 3            Director of Special Projects.
 4                 And just to share an update of where we are, we
 5            just started this really at just the start of the
 6            training in September.  And right now, as of December
 7            29th, we have held 80 trainings; 14 of those were
 8            just informational trainings, the other 66 were
 9            initial trainings on the curriculum for the Arkansas
10            Tutoring Corps.  As of right now, we have 750
11            applications across the state.  We now have 98
12            qualified tutors.  So just thinking that they just
13            started getting the curriculum in November, I think
14            that's pretty good that we are where we are right
15            now.  Our goal is to get to -- I believe we said 100
16            by December, so I think we're pretty close with 98.
17                 So our approved sites -- we have contacted all
18            of the out-of-school networks; of course, pre-
19            approved our -- all public schools, universities,
20            education service cooperatives, and any Arkansas out-
21            of-school network affiliates.  So if any schools have
22            been -- gone out and done a pre-approval, or any
23            community organizations -- Boys and Girls Clubs,
24            foster homes -- those approvals have gone to the
25            statewide community portal, which is where we house
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 1            any resources that are needed for the state.  So I
 2            think y'all have seen that before, but it's probably
 3            been a while since that's been in front of you.  But
 4            anything that the community needs, those portals,
 5            those out-of-school networks and approved sites have
 6            been added to that.
 7                 As far as certified tutors, certified tutors
 8            have to go through all levels -- and we have not been
 9            doing this long enough for us to have any certified
10            tutors.  There are seven levels and we have -- we've
11            got some who've just entered level 2.
12                 Implementation -- as of last month, November
13            18th, we had not had any tutoring hours just because
14            we were trying to get everybody to the qualified
15            status.  As of this month, we now have 340 tutoring
16            hours that have been documented, so we are well on
17            our way.  And then, like I said, we've also set up
18            the system for school districts to be able to access
19            the tutoring list through that statewide community
20            portal.  We tried to combine those resources just
21            because those tutors can be such a benefit for the
22            community, so that the community can reach out to
23            those tutors as well and then go through the pre-
24            approval site to be a tutoring site.
25                 So a lot of things have happened.  And I do want
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 1            to just give a shout-out to the Office of ERZ [ps]
 2            because they've put in a lot of Saturday trainings
 3            and a lot of night trainings just in order to
 4            accommodate these tutors and their schedules to get
 5            them their initial training.
 6                 That's it in a nutshell.  Any questions?
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Anyone have a question for Ms.


 8            Walley?
 9                 That's fantastic news.  It shows how hard that
10            y'all have been working and it's a great thing for
11            the students of Arkansas.  So thank you for your hard
12            work.
13                 DR. WALLEY: Thank y'all.  And I'll be sure to
14            pass that word to the Office of ERZ.
15  8.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: DESE RULES GOVERNING THE


16  RIGHT TO READ ACT (continuing)
17                 SECRETARY KEY: And, Ms. Newton, Stacy is on
18            now, so --
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right.
20                 SECRETARY KEY: -- we can go back to item number


21            8.
22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  So we are on item 8,


23            rules governing the Right to Read Act.
24                 MS. SMITH: Good morning.  I wasn't on earlier,
25            so I didn't hear the actual questions that y'all had.
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 1            But I'm happy to answer any of them.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Ms. McFetridge, do you want to


 3            state your original -- I think you had three
 4            questions maybe.
 5                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Yes.  I was wondering if you
 6            could just talk just a little bit about why the year
 7            changed from -- 2023-24 instead of 2022-23.
 8                 MS. SMITH: That is a good question.  We
 9            actually extended it for the two years because of
10            Covid.  And really we almost -- as far as the RISE
11            Academy, we wanted to keep those in-person instead of
12            going directly to online, and so it really delayed
13            teachers getting through and getting the training
14            that they needed.  And it also delayed administrators
15            who had to go through the RISE Academy and then also
16            had to turn around and go through the Assessor
17            Academy to determine proficiency.  And so that was
18            the reason we delayed it.
19                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.  Thank you.
20                 And then I think Secretary Key answered my
21            question about adding pre-K [clearing throat] --
22            excuse me -- into the Science of Reading and the pre-
23            K teachers training.
24                 SECRETARY KEY: But, Ms. McFetridge, I would --


25            I'd feel much better if Stacy answered that because I
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 1            --
 2                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Sure.
 3                 SECRETARY KEY: -- I may have gotten any -- I
 4            could have gotten any of those points wrong.  And
 5            while we have an opportunity to get it right, I'd
 6            rather have Stacy address that.
 7                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.
 8                 MS. SMITH: So let me make sure I understood.
 9            The question was about pre-K teachers having RISE
10            training, is that it?
11                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Yes.
12                 MS. SMITH: So the requirement -- yeah, the
13            requirement for pre-K is not there.  However, we did
14            -- there was literacy training for pre-K that was not
15            aligned to the Science of Reading, and our folks in
16            the Literacy Department have put together a training
17            that is aligned and we used our ESSER funding this
18            last year to actually launch that professional
19            development that's aligned to Science of Reading.  We
20            also provided an actual curriculum to any pre-K
21            through the state that wanted to participate in the
22            training for free to kind of build that up.  But
23            there is not a requirement for pre-K to be Science of
24            Reading training.  But we did align the training --
25            they're required in the rules to have literacy


Page 30


 1            training, and so the training now is aligned.
 2                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.  Okay.  How many schools,


 3            do you remember off the top of your head, have
 4            trained their pre-K's in the Science of Reading then
 5            or use that curriculum?
 6                 MS. SMITH: That just started this last year,
 7            and I would have to actually get that information
 8            from Lori Bridges.  But I'll be happy to pull that
 9            from her.  They had the number of teachers that are
10            participating in the training and they had the school
11            districts across the state that actually chose the
12            curriculum as well.  So I can get that list to you.
13            But it's a pretty good -- I know we were pleased with
14            the initial numbers that came in, but I don't have
15            those off the top of my head.  I apologize.
16                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Oh, no, that's fine.  That's
17            fine.
18                 And then there was another section in the
19            proposed law that said -- let's see -- each public
20            school district must designate each teacher as having
21            demonstrated proficiency or awareness in eFinance.
22            And I was confused by that.
23                 MS. SMITH: So they have to designate within the
24            system where the teachers are, where they are in the
25            proficiency.  So it's the recordkeeping piece.
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 1            That's how we pull the data at the Department of Ed.
 2            So the teachers' license information is in the
 3            eSchool system, and in there they have to mark that
 4            the teachers were either proficient or they have
 5            awareness within that system, and then that's how we
 6            pull the data at the State.
 7                 MS. McFETRIDGE: But each teacher doesn't have
 8            to demonstrate --
 9                 MS. SMITH: So each teacher K-12 has to have
10            awareness and K-6 has to have proficiency, and so the
11            school district is responsible for marking it in the
12            system when the teacher has reached the limit they're
13            required to have.  And then as the State, we pull
14            that information so that we can keep up with it
15            across the state.
16                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.
17                 MS. SMITH: So that's our tracking system.
18                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Okay.
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Stacy, I think --
20                 MS. SMITH: (inaudible).  Go ahead.
21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Stacy, I think the confusion


22            is it makes it sound like that the teacher has to
23            have proficiency or awareness of eFinance instead of
24            the Science of Reading.  So somehow or another, it
25            just needs to change so it can say, you know, that
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 1            that's where it's documented maybe.
 2                 MS. SMITH: Can you tell me what number that one
 3            is?
 4                 MS. McFETRIDGE: 4.03.  Yes, it's very
 5            confusing.
 6                 MS. SMITH: No, I see what you're saying.  Yeah,
 7            it says must designate each teacher as having
 8            proficiency or awareness in eFinance.  That's
 9            something we'll work with Legal on, because I don't
10            think that's a substantial change, to make sure
11            that's clarified.  And so that's a good point.  Thank
12            you for pointing that out.
13                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.
14                 MS. McFETRIDGE: Thank you.
15                 MS. SMITH: It does read that way if you weren't
16            sure what it was asking.
17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Right.  Okay.
18                 Any other questions for Ms. Smith while we have
19            her on?
20                 Thank you, Ms. Smith, for taking the time to
21            join us.
22                 MS. SMITH: Oh, absolutely.  I'll stay on for
23            awhile in case some other questions come up about any
24            other rules.
25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  Thank you.
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 1                 MR. SUTTON: Take care of that cold.
 2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Yes, feel better.
 3                 MS. SMITH: Thank you.
 4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: All right.  I think we're
 5            ready for a motion.  This is on the rules governing
 6            the Right to Read Act.
 7                 MS. McFETRIDGE: I'll make the motion to approve
 8            pending Governor's approval.
 9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  We have a motion by Ms.


10            McFetridge.
11                 MR. SUTTON: I'll second.
12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: We have a second by Mr.
13            Sutton.
14                 All in favor?
15                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Are there any opposed?
17                 Okay.  Motion passes.
18  ADJOURNMENT
19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: I think that was our last set


20            of rules that we have today.  And I don't know of any
21            new business.
22                 Ms. Freno, do we have any public comments?
23                 MS. FRENO: No, we do not.
24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  So if we don't have any


25            other business, we need a motion to adjourn.
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 1                 MR. SUTTON: So moved.
 2                 DR. MOORE: I make the motion.
 3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Okay.  A motion by Mr. Sutton,


 4            seconded by Dr. Moore.
 5                 And I guess all in favor of that?
 6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
 7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON: Y'all have a good rest of your


 8            holiday and stay safe.  And we'll see you in January.
 9            Thank you for joining us today.
10 
11 
12 
13          (The Action Agenda was concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
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 1                        P R O C E E D I N G S
  


 2   V.1.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
  


 3   GOVERNING EYE AND VISION SCREENING REPORT IN ARKANSAS PUBLIC
  


 4   SCHOOLS
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We have several items that are
  


 6             rules to release for public comment.  And I think,
  


 7             Ms. Freno, the first three are yours.
  


 8                  MS. FRENO:  Yes.  Thank you, Ms. Newton.
  


 9                  The first rule -- the set of rules are rules
  


10             governing Eye and Vision Screening Report in Arkansas
  


11             Public Schools.
  


12                  Are you guys hearing a lot of background
  


13             problems?  I wonder what's causing that.
  


14                  Well, I don't hear it now.
  


15                  But the Division is requesting that these rules
  


16             be released for public comment pending Governor's
  


17             office approval.
  


18                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  The first one is Eye and
  


19             Vision.  Do we have a motion?
  


20                  DR. MOORE:  I'll make a motion to approve
  


21             pending Governor's office approval.
  


22                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  We have a motion by Dr.
  


23             Moore.
  


24                  MS. WOODS:  I'll second.
  


25                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  And seconded by Ms. Woods.
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 1                  All in favor?
  


 2                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


 3                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


 4                  Motion passes.
  


 5   2.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES
  


 6   GOVERNING THE ADMINISTRATION OF INSULIN, GLUCAGON, AND
  


 7   MEDICATION FOR ADRENAL INSUFFICIENCY OR CRISIS
  


 8                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Ms. Freno, the rules
  


 9             governing the Administration of Insulin.
  


10                  MS. FRENO:  Yes, Ms. Newton.
  


11                  The second set of rules are those governing the
  


12             Administrative -- Administration of Insulin,
  


13             Glucagon, and Medication for Adrenal Insufficiency or
  


14             Crisis.  Really the only rules made -- change made to
  


15             these rules had to do with the administration of
  


16             medication for adrenal insufficiency or crisis based
  


17             upon legislation that came out this session.  And
  


18             we're requesting that these rules be approved for
  


19             public comment release pending Governor's office
  


20             review.
  


21                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have a motion?
  


22                  DR. MOORE:  I'll make a motion to release for
  


23             public comment pending Governor's office approval.
  


24                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Dr. Moore.
  


25                  MS. WOODS:  I'll second.
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 1                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Second by Ms. Woods.
  


 2                  All in favor?
  


 3                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


 4                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


 5                  Okay.  Motion passes.
  


 6   3.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES
  


 7   GOVERNING DOCUMENTS POSTED TO SCHOOL DISTRICT AND EDUCATION
  


 8   SERVICE COOPERATIVE WEBSITES
  


 9                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. Freno, the next public
  


10             comment --
  


11                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I am not hearing anyone.
  


12                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Make sure that whenever
  


13             you -- when we ask for a vote that you do actually
  


14             speak your vote and un-mute your computer.
  


15                  Okay.  All right.  Ms. Freno, are we ready for
  


16             the third one?
  


17                  MS. FRENO:  Yes.  The third one are the rules
  


18             governing Documents Posted to School District and
  


19             Education Service Cooperative Websites.  And the
  


20             Division requests that these be released for public
  


21             comment pending Governor's office approval.
  


22                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Do we have
  


23             a motion on these rules?
  


24                  MR. SUTTON:  I'll make the motion to approve
  


25             pending Governor's approval.
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 1                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Mr. Sutton.
  


 2                  DR. HILL:  Second.
  


 3                  DR. RANKIN:  I'll second.
  


 4                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Dr. Hill.
  


 5                  All in favor?
  


 6                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


 7                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


 8                  Okay.  Motion passes.
  


 9                  MS. FRENO:  Thank you, everyone.
  


10   4.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES
  


11   GOVERNING SCHOOL-BASED AED DEVICES AND CPR PROGRAMS
  


12                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Our next ones are
  


13             rules governing School-Based AED Devices and CPR
  


14             Programs.  Mr. Daugherty.
  


15                  Is he on?
  


16                  MS. FRENO:  Brian, you'll have to un-mute.
  


17                  MR. DAUGHERTY:  Can you hear me now?
  


18                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  There we go.
  


19                  MR. DAUGHERTY:  All right.  So this is the rules
  


20             governing School-Based Automated External
  


21             Defibrillator Devices and Cardiopulmonary
  


22             Resuscitation Programs in Arkansas Public Schools.
  


23             And the Division is requesting release of these rules
  


24             for public comment pending Governor's office
  


25             approval.
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 1                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Do we have
  


 2             a motion on these rules?
  


 3                  MR. SUTTON:  Motion to approve pending
  


 4             Governor's approval.
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Motion by Mr. Sutton.
  


 6                  MS. WOODS:  I'll second.
  


 7                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Was that Dr. Rankin?
  


 8                  MS. WOODS:  (raised a hand)
  


 9                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  No, Ms. Woods.  Okay.
  


10             Seconded by Ms. Woods.  Thank you.
  


11                  All in favor?
  


12                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


13                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


14                  Any opposed?
  


15                  Motion passes.
  


16   5.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
  


17   GOVERNING REQUIRED TRAINING FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
  


18                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Ms. Park, public
  


19             comment release, rules governing Required Training
  


20             for School Board Members.
  


21                  Is Ms. Park on?
  


22                  MS. PARK:  I'm sorry.
  


23                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  You're there.
  


24                  MS. PARK:  So the Division requests that these
  


25             rules be released for public comment pending
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 1             Governor's office approval.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have a motion?
  


 3                  MR. SUTTON:  I have a question.
  


 4                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right, Mr. Sutton.
  


 5                  MR. SUTTON:  This was important to me when I was
  


 6             on the board, and probably for Ms. McFetridge as
  


 7             well.  But can you explain to me -- because I read
  


 8             this many times; I'm a little confused about the
  


 9             period at which they can make -- board members can
  


10             make up hours that they didn't get it through the
  


11             year.  And so I'm not sure exactly what this is
  


12             saying.
  


13                  MS. PARK:  And I can only assume -- in the title
  


14             -- or the purpose of the bill it said it was to
  


15             extend that time period.  And when I read it I
  


16             thought, well, this is the same time period.  But I
  


17             think it's clarifying that you can start gaining
  


18             those hours prior to the first meeting.  Because the
  


19             way it was worded previously kind of sounded like
  


20             from the beginning of the first meeting through the
  


21             end of January.  Let me make sure I'm -- 30 days from
  


22             the day of the January board meeting.  So now it says
  


23             January 1 through the date 30 days following the
  


24             board meeting.  So I think it could have previously
  


25             been interpreted to say you have to wait for that
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 1             first board meeting and then you have 30 days.  So
  


 2             this, to me, clarifies it saying beginning January
  


 3             3rd through the -- 30 days after the first meeting.
  


 4             Does that help at all?
  


 5                  MR. SUTTON:  Well -- well, if the first -- and,
  


 6             of course, I guess -- districts have different times
  


 7             of their board meetings, I guess.  But let's say the
  


 8             board meeting is the third Thursday of the month; is
  


 9             it 30 days beyond that period or -- is that what it's
  


10             saying?
  


11                  MS. PARK:  Yes, 30 days.  Yeah, regardless of
  


12             what day it's on in the month, you have 30 days after
  


13             that January meeting.
  


14                  MR. SUTTON:  Okay.  I got it.
  


15                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Is that something that maybe
  


16             we need to clear up a little bit in the rules?  Is
  


17             that confusing?
  


18                  MR. SUTTON:  Or maybe I'm just that stupid, I
  


19             don't know.
  


20                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  No, I wouldn't say that, Mr.
  


21             Sutton.  But maybe that's something that Legal might
  


22             look at a little bit closer and see as we --
  


23                  MS. PARK:  Well --
  


24                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  -- take public comments.
  


25                  SECRETARY KEY:  Ms. Park, I think the extension
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 1             is actually on the front-end rather than --
  


 2                  MS. PARK:  Uh-huh.
  


 3                  SECRETARY KEY:  -- extending on the back-end.  I
  


 4             mean usually when we talk about extending it's on the
  


 5             back-end.  But this actually moves it up so that you
  


 6             can start earlier in January; you know, in that
  


 7             instance, if it was the 3rd Thursday in January, you
  


 8             didn't have to wait until then.  Under the previous
  


 9             wording it could be interpreted that you had to wait
  


10             all the way through January, until that third
  


11             Thursday, and then your clock started.  This actually
  


12             gives you time to do it earlier.
  


13                  MR. SUTTON:  Okay.  I'm good.
  


14                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Does that help, Mr. Sutton?
  


15                  MR. SUTTON:  Yes, ma'am.
  


16                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Then -- all
  


17             right.  Then are we ready for -- and I apologize, I
  


18             haven't been giving us time for any discussion on
  


19             these rules.  So if you do have questions or need to
  


20             discuss, make sure that you slow me down a little
  


21             bit.
  


22                  All right.  So are we ready for a motion on
  


23             these rules?
  


24                  MR. SUTTON:  I'll make the motion.
  


25                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Motion by Mr. Sutton to
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 1             release for public comment pending Governor's office
  


 2             approval.
  


 3                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll second it.
  


 4                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Ms. McFetridge.
  


 5                  All in favor?
  


 6                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


 7                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


 8                  Okay.  Motion passes.
  


 9   6.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
  


10   GOVERNING PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS
  


11                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Our next one is
  


12             rules governing Public Charter Schools.  Ms. James.
  


13                  MS. JAMES:  Yes, ma'am.  The Division is
  


14             requesting that the Board release these rules for
  


15             public comment pending Governor's office approval.
  


16                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Are there any discussion on
  


17             these rules this time?
  


18                  Okay.  Are we ready for a motion?
  


19                  DR. MOORE:  I'll move to release for public
  


20             comment pending Governor's office approval.
  


21                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Dr. Moore.
  


22                  DR. RANKIN:  I'll second.
  


23                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  And a second by Dr. Rankin.
  


24                  All in favor?
  


25                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
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 1                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


 2                  Okay.  Motion passes.
  


 3   7.  CONSIDERATION FOR FINAL APPROVAL:  DESE RULES GOVERNING THE
  


 4   ARKANSAS TUTORING CORPS
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  This next one is
  


 6             our only, I think, final approval that we have.  This
  


 7             was final approval of rules governing the Arkansas
  


 8             Teacher [sic] Corps.  And also Ms. James.
  


 9                  MS. JAMES:  Yes, ma'am.  The Division is
  


10             requesting final approval of these rules.  They have
  


11             been through the public comment period and there were
  


12             a few small changes which you'll see on the draft in
  


13             the public comment matrix that I've uploaded.  Not a
  


14             whole lot of changes, but we're just requesting final
  


15             approval of these rules.
  


16                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any discussion or comments on
  


17             these rules?
  


18                  Okay.  We're ready for a motion.
  


19                  DR. RANKIN:  I'll make to approve.
  


20                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion to approve --
  


21                  DR. MOORE:  Second.
  


22                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  -- by Dr. Rankin.
  


23                  Who was the second?
  


24                  DR. MOORE:  I do.  I'll second it.
  


25                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Seconded by Dr. Moore.







Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888


- December 29, 2021


13


  
 1                  All in favor?
  


 2                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


 3                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


 4                  Okay.  Motion passes.
  


 5   8.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
  


 6   GOVERNING THE RIGHT TO READ ACT
  


 7                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Item 8, rules governing
  


 8             the Right to Read Act.  And that is Ms. Park.
  


 9                  MS. PARK:  Yes.  The Division requests that
  


10             these rules be released for public comment pending
  


11             Governor's office approval.
  


12                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
  


13                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I have a couple of questions,
  


14             Ms. Newton.
  


15                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.
  


16                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm wondering why we had to
  


17             change the year to 2023-24, wondering why it wasn't
  


18             maybe possibly 2022-2023.  Was there that great of a
  


19             need to extend those years?
  


20                  MS. PARK:  Which section are you looking at?
  


21             Because it --
  


22                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm sorry.  It's 4.00.
  


23                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. McFetridge, I think it was
  


24             Covid related, making sure that everyone had time to
  


25             get their professional development.  But Ms. Park may
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 1             have more information.
  


 2                  MS. PARK:  I do not have.  This is what the
  


 3             Division requested; so I'm sorry, I do not have an
  


 4             answer as to why that was the date.
  


 5                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Well --
  


 6                  SECRETARY KEY:  I think I --
  


 7                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm sorry, go ahead.
  


 8                  SECRETARY KEY:  If I could help -- I can help
  


 9             with that.  So with the interruptions that occurred
  


10             due to Covid and basically shutting down a lot of the
  


11             in-person professional development opportunities that
  


12             we had, the Learning Services looked at this and felt
  


13             like it was important to give extra time.  We debated
  


14             what -- basically, this is -- reflects what was in
  


15             the legislation, what -- the time that -- whether it
  


16             be an extra year or an extra two years.  But, you
  


17             know, we still had PD going, but because so much of
  


18             this PD was important to have in-person rather than
  


19             having virtual, you know, we did not want teachers to
  


20             feel that they were possibly under threat of losing
  


21             their job if they were not -- did not make the
  


22             timeline, and their actually pushing that out two
  


23             years would prevent a situation where teachers were
  


24             under an intensive support plan or something to get
  


25             that -- the Science of Reading, I believe is what --
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 1             and Stacy is out today and she could confirm all
  


 2             that.  But to the best of my recollection, that's
  


 3             kind of why that date was set where it is.
  


 4                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  (inaudible)
  


 6                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I appreciate that.
  


 7                  Can I -- I would like to ask another question.
  


 8             That same section, does pre-K -- they don't start the
  


 9             Science of Reading in pre-K?  Is that right, pre-K
  


10             wouldn't be included in the trainings?
  


11                  SECRETARY KEY:  Pre-K -- it's not a requirement
  


12             for licensure for Science of Reading for pre-K.  We
  


13             do have pre-K Science of Reading work that is -- I
  


14             guess you would say maybe in the second phase or the
  


15             next phase.  I mean we're doing it now; it's part of
  


16             what we're spending some of the additional ESSER
  


17             funds on that we've been receiving -- or that we've
  


18             received, that -- developing that -- the pre-K
  


19             standards.  All of those things that need to happen
  


20             -- that had already happened for, you know, K-12 was
  


21             happening next, and that's what we're in the process
  


22             of doing now.  So, you know, we're not at a point of
  


23             making requirements for that, but for standard
  


24             licensure.  So even if a pre-K teacher has standard
  


25             early elementary licensure, they're still going to
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 1             get that.  But the actual pre-K elements for three-
  


 2             year olds, four-year olds, those -- that work is
  


 3             being done now in conjunction with the ABC unit here
  


 4             and with DHS.
  


 5                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


 6                  I've got one more question.  I just -- in that
  


 7             same section.  What is eFinance?  It says that --
  


 8                  SECRETARY KEY:  eFinance -- was that your
  


 9             question?
  


10                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes.  I'm not aware of what
  


11             eFinance is.
  


12                  SECRETARY KEY:  That's our statewide -- that's
  


13             part of APSCN, the Arkansas Public School Computer
  


14             Network, where all the finance data goes into our
  


15             data warehouse.  That may not be the best descriptor
  


16             of it, but it's our recordkeeping; it's where all
  


17             districts put in their finance records and we're able
  


18             to have it there.  So you have eSchool, which is the
  


19             student side, and then eFinance, which is the finance
  


20             side of APSCN.
  


21                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  So teachers are going to
  


22             have to be aware of eFinance or demonstrate a
  


23             proficiency in it?  I'm just confused by that.  And
  


24             that's 4.03.
  


25                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I'm trying to pull up the
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 1             rules now.  Just a minute.
  


 2                  MS. WOODS:  I'll add in a question on that.  How
  


 3             big of an impact do we think this is going to be?
  


 4             Like are there -- the majority of teachers that need
  


 5             to get caught up, or do we have any idea what the
  


 6             impact will be?
  


 7                  SECRETARY KEY:  I do not have those numbers.  I
  


 8             don't think it would -- I mean we have probably --
  


 9             I'm trying to think through the last update that we
  


10             saw on that.  But there were 15, 16 thousand teachers
  


11             in the pipeline -- either having completed or in the
  


12             pipeline to complete.  You know, for -- you know, for
  


13             K-6 it was the -- you know, they had to have the
  


14             proficiency and then for the secondary teachers they
  


15             have to demonstrate awareness or complete the
  


16             awareness requirement for it.
  


17                  But, you know, if we want to -- if we can, Madam
  


18             Chair, can we move to the other ones?  Let me see if
  


19             I can get Stacy on and she will have some answers to
  


20             a lot of those questions.
  


21                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I looked at that part of the
  


22             rules that Ms. McFetridge is referring to and I think
  


23             that that is a typo.  I don't think it's supposed to
  


24             say eFinance; I think it's supposed to demonstrate
  


25             proficiency in Science of Reading.  So I think that
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 1             would be something that would need to be corrected.
  


 2             And since we're just releasing for public comment I
  


 3             think that can be corrected.
  


 4                  But I don't know, Ms. Freno, if that would be a
  


 5             major correction or not?
  


 6                  MS. FRENO:  No, that could be corrected.  The
  


 7             eFinance actually appears in the current copy of the
  


 8             rules.
  


 9                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
  


10                  MS. FRENO:  So that was something that already
  


11             has been promulgated.  But, yes, I mean, definitely.
  


12             If it should say Science of Reading, we need to get
  


13             that changed to the Science of Reading.
  


14                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
  


15                  MS. FRENO:  And we can do that in the public
  


16             comment period.
  


17                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Maybe that's something
  


18             to go ahead and flag and check out and see what
  


19             that's supposed to say.
  


20                  Thank you, Ms. McFetridge, for catching that.
  


21                  MS. WINDLE:  If I could just offer a point of
  


22             clarification, eFinance is used to house all the job
  


23             codes and licensure codes for teachers.  And there is
  


24             a central office -- district office employee that
  


25             would be responsible for documenting all of that







Sharon K. Hill, CCR
(501) 680-0888


- December 29, 2021


19


  
 1             professional development within eFinance.  So it
  


 2             probably just needs to be clarified in that capacity.
  


 3                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  But is that person --
  


 4                  MS. WINDLE:  Yeah, it's part of cycle reporting.
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  I just didn't
  


 6             understand why it was in the Right to Read Act then.
  


 7                  MS. WINDLE:  Yeah, it's just that required PD
  


 8             piece has to be captured.
  


 9                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.
  


10                  MS. WINDLE:  And so the teacher is not
  


11             responsible for documenting that; they're just
  


12             responsible for getting the training.  Someone in the
  


13             central office would enter that into the eFinance --
  


14                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.
  


15                  MS. WINDLE:  -- platform and then submit that to
  


16             the Department.
  


17                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Yeah.  I'm just looking at it.
  


18             It just -- just the way it says "designate each
  


19             teachers having demonstrated proficiency or awareness
  


20             in eFinance."  So it sounds like each teacher is
  


21             going to have to have a proficiency or awareness in
  


22             eFinance, and I'm not sure that's what we were
  


23             meaning there, so --
  


24                  MS. WINDLE:  No.  eFinance is just where that
  


25             proficiency is housed --
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 1                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.
  


 2                  MS. WINDLE:  -- as being documented.
  


 3                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.
  


 4                  MS. WINDLE:  So I think that just needs to be
  


 5             clarified a little bit.
  


 6                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.
  


 7                  So, Ms. Freno and -- let's see, who was this --
  


 8             Ms. Park, y'all were taking notes on this, I'm sure.
  


 9                  MS. FRENO:  Yes.
  


10                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
  


11                  SECRETARY KEY:  And I just reached Stacy.  She's
  


12             going to get on the Zoom in a few minutes.  So we
  


13             might -- if we want to, we can skip to the other
  


14             items and then come back to this one.
  


15                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Why don't we do that.
  


16   9.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
  


17   GOVERNING THE ARKANSAS EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT AND ACCOUNTABILITY
  


18   ACT
  


19                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We'll go on then to item 9,
  


20             rules governing Arkansas ESAA.  Mr. Daugherty.
  


21                      (BRIEF MOMENT OF SILENCE)
  


22                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Mr. Daugherty.
  


23                  MR. DAUGHTERY:  Yes.  The Division requests that
  


24             the Board release the rules governing the Arkansas
  


25             Educational Support and Accountability Act for public
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 1             comment pending Governor's office approval.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have any
  


 3             discussion?
  


 4                  Do we have a motion?
  


 5                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Ms. Newton, I'm sorry; I'm kind
  


 6             of trying to look at my notes.  I'm just wondering
  


 7             about getting these assessments to our schools
  


 8             earlier than August 1st of each year.  And as you
  


 9             know, the earlier the schools and the staff can get
  


10             their scores the better it is for them planning.  Is
  


11             that a set-in-stone August 1st, when it's in the --
  


12             in this, it is.  So if the results are going to come
  


13             out earlier to the Division could we get them out
  


14             earlier to the schools, is I guess what I'm asking.
  


15             Does this piece have to be set-in-stone as August 1?
  


16                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Is there someone on
  


17             that can answer that question?
  


18                  SECRETARY KEY:  Well, I'll try.
  


19                  Ms. McFetridge, we -- that statute was changed.
  


20             If you remember, it was July 1 and we moved the
  


21             window -- you know, one of the things that we've had
  


22             to deal with for a long time is the push-pull of
  


23             getting the testing window as late in the school year
  


24             as possible so for more content to be covered before
  


25             they actually take their statewide assessment.  And
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 1             so we moved that testing window.  But with the
  


 2             efficiencies that we've been able to get, you know,
  


 3             from the testing company, and now that everything is,
  


 4             you know, on a digital platform, they get the results
  


 5             back to us quicker, and then Dr. Arola is able -- and
  


 6             Ms. Coffman's team can go through and do what they
  


 7             need to do to make sure it's all clean.  But August 1
  


 8             was that deadline so that we could put that in for
  


 9             the contract with the vendor to make sure that they
  


10             get those back to us.  Typically, they do get those
  


11             back to us before August 1 -- and as soon as we get
  


12             them and get them processed and to a point where they
  


13             can be released, we do release them.  We don't wait
  


14             until August 1 to release them; we get them out as
  


15             soon as we possibly can.
  


16                  It worked out pretty well this year, you know,
  


17             because we'd moved the testing window out because of
  


18             -- or last school year because of Covid.  And so the
  


19             -- but the results still got back to us in July.  And
  


20             I don't think we had -- you know, we had some
  


21             questions about that, just along the lines that you'd
  


22             mentioned, but I think all-in-all for this past year
  


23             it worked out pretty smoothly.  We were able to do
  


24             the testing later in the school year and we still
  


25             were able to get the results back to the districts in
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 1             time for them to use those in their planning.
  


 2                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you for that.  I
  


 3             appreciate it.
  


 4                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any other questions?
  


 5                  Okay.  Do we have a motion?
  


 6                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll make the motion to
  


 7             approve.
  


 8                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Ms.
  


 9             McFetridge.
  


10                  MR. SUTTON:  I'll second.
  


11                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Mr. Sutton.
  


12                  All in favor?
  


13                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


14                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


15                  Okay.  Motion passes.
  


16   10.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES
  


17   GOVERNING VISUAL ART AND MUSIC INSTRUCTION IN GRADES ONE
  


18   THROUGH EIGHT
  


19                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  I think we're now to
  


20             item 10, public comment release, rules governing
  


21             Visual Art and Music Instruction.  Mr. Daugherty.
  


22                  MR. DAUGHERTY:  Yes.  The Division requests that
  


23             the Board release the rules -- or approve the rules
  


24             governing Visual Art and Music Instruction in Grades
  


25             One Through Eight for public comment pending
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 1             Governor's office approval.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Any discussion?
  


 3                  Okay.  Do we have a motion?
  


 4                  DR. RANKIN:  I will move to approve pending
  


 5             Governor's office approval.
  


 6                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Motion by Dr. Rankin.
  


 7                  DR. MOORE:  Second.
  


 8                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Dr. Moore.
  


 9                  All in favor?
  


10                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


11                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed?
  


12                  Okay.  Motion passes.
  


13   7.  ARKANSAS TUTORING CORPS (continuing)
  


14                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Is Ms. Smith on?
  


15                  SECRETARY KEY:  Not quite yet.
  


16                  But if I may, I should've mentioned this when we
  


17             were discussing the rules on the Tutoring Corps.  But
  


18             Dr. Walley is on and she has been leading that
  


19             project and can give y'all an update.  I think this
  


20             is a project that's gone pretty well so far and I'm
  


21             pleased with the results of it, and Dr. Walley can
  


22             give you the most recent update on that.
  


23                  So, Madam Chair, with your permission we'll let
  


24             Dr. Walley talk to y'all about where we are with that
  


25             process.
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 1                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  That would be great.
  


 2                  DR. WALLEY:  Good morning.  I'm Missy Walley,
  


 3             Director of Special Projects.
  


 4                  And just to share an update of where we are, we
  


 5             just started this really at just the start of the
  


 6             training in September.  And right now, as of December
  


 7             29th, we have held 80 trainings; 14 of those were
  


 8             just informational trainings, the other 66 were
  


 9             initial trainings on the curriculum for the Arkansas
  


10             Tutoring Corps.  As of right now, we have 750
  


11             applications across the state.  We now have 98
  


12             qualified tutors.  So just thinking that they just
  


13             started getting the curriculum in November, I think
  


14             that's pretty good that we are where we are right
  


15             now.  Our goal is to get to -- I believe we said 100
  


16             by December, so I think we're pretty close with 98.
  


17                  So our approved sites -- we have contacted all
  


18             of the out-of-school networks; of course, pre-
  


19             approved our -- all public schools, universities,
  


20             education service cooperatives, and any Arkansas out-
  


21             of-school network affiliates.  So if any schools have
  


22             been -- gone out and done a pre-approval, or any
  


23             community organizations -- Boys and Girls Clubs,
  


24             foster homes -- those approvals have gone to the
  


25             statewide community portal, which is where we house
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 1             any resources that are needed for the state.  So I
  


 2             think y'all have seen that before, but it's probably
  


 3             been a while since that's been in front of you.  But
  


 4             anything that the community needs, those portals,
  


 5             those out-of-school networks and approved sites have
  


 6             been added to that.
  


 7                  As far as certified tutors, certified tutors
  


 8             have to go through all levels -- and we have not been
  


 9             doing this long enough for us to have any certified
  


10             tutors.  There are seven levels and we have -- we've
  


11             got some who've just entered level 2.
  


12                  Implementation -- as of last month, November
  


13             18th, we had not had any tutoring hours just because
  


14             we were trying to get everybody to the qualified
  


15             status.  As of this month, we now have 340 tutoring
  


16             hours that have been documented, so we are well on
  


17             our way.  And then, like I said, we've also set up
  


18             the system for school districts to be able to access
  


19             the tutoring list through that statewide community
  


20             portal.  We tried to combine those resources just
  


21             because those tutors can be such a benefit for the
  


22             community, so that the community can reach out to
  


23             those tutors as well and then go through the pre-
  


24             approval site to be a tutoring site.
  


25                  So a lot of things have happened.  And I do want
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 1             to just give a shout-out to the Office of ERZ [ps]
  


 2             because they've put in a lot of Saturday trainings
  


 3             and a lot of night trainings just in order to
  


 4             accommodate these tutors and their schedules to get
  


 5             them their initial training.
  


 6                  That's it in a nutshell.  Any questions?
  


 7                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Anyone have a question for Ms.
  


 8             Walley?
  


 9                  That's fantastic news.  It shows how hard that
  


10             y'all have been working and it's a great thing for
  


11             the students of Arkansas.  So thank you for your hard
  


12             work.
  


13                  DR. WALLEY:  Thank y'all.  And I'll be sure to
  


14             pass that word to the Office of ERZ.
  


15   8.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: DESE RULES GOVERNING THE
  


16   RIGHT TO READ ACT (continuing)
  


17                  SECRETARY KEY:  And, Ms. Newton, Stacy is on
  


18             now, so --
  


19                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.
  


20                  SECRETARY KEY:  -- we can go back to item number
  


21             8.
  


22                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  So we are on item 8,
  


23             rules governing the Right to Read Act.
  


24                  MS. SMITH:  Good morning.  I wasn't on earlier,
  


25             so I didn't hear the actual questions that y'all had.
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 1             But I'm happy to answer any of them.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. McFetridge, do you want to
  


 3             state your original -- I think you had three
  


 4             questions maybe.
  


 5                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes.  I was wondering if you
  


 6             could just talk just a little bit about why the year
  


 7             changed from -- 2023-24 instead of 2022-23.
  


 8                  MS. SMITH:  That is a good question.  We
  


 9             actually extended it for the two years because of
  


10             Covid.  And really we almost -- as far as the RISE
  


11             Academy, we wanted to keep those in-person instead of
  


12             going directly to online, and so it really delayed
  


13             teachers getting through and getting the training
  


14             that they needed.  And it also delayed administrators
  


15             who had to go through the RISE Academy and then also
  


16             had to turn around and go through the Assessor
  


17             Academy to determine proficiency.  And so that was
  


18             the reason we delayed it.
  


19                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


20                  And then I think Secretary Key answered my
  


21             question about adding pre-K [clearing throat] --
  


22             excuse me -- into the Science of Reading and the pre-
  


23             K teachers training.
  


24                  SECRETARY KEY:  But, Ms. McFetridge, I would --
  


25             I'd feel much better if Stacy answered that because I
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 1             --
  


 2                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Sure.
  


 3                  SECRETARY KEY: -- I may have gotten any -- I
  


 4             could have gotten any of those points wrong.  And
  


 5             while we have an opportunity to get it right, I'd
  


 6             rather have Stacy address that.
  


 7                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.
  


 8                  MS. SMITH:  So let me make sure I understood.
  


 9             The question was about pre-K teachers having RISE
  


10             training, is that it?
  


11                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes.
  


12                  MS. SMITH:  So the requirement -- yeah, the
  


13             requirement for pre-K is not there.  However, we did
  


14             -- there was literacy training for pre-K that was not
  


15             aligned to the Science of Reading, and our folks in
  


16             the Literacy Department have put together a training
  


17             that is aligned and we used our ESSER funding this
  


18             last year to actually launch that professional
  


19             development that's aligned to Science of Reading.  We
  


20             also provided an actual curriculum to any pre-K
  


21             through the state that wanted to participate in the
  


22             training for free to kind of build that up.  But
  


23             there is not a requirement for pre-K to be Science of
  


24             Reading training.  But we did align the training --
  


25             they're required in the rules to have literacy
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 1             training, and so the training now is aligned.
  


 2                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Okay.  How many schools,
  


 3             do you remember off the top of your head, have
  


 4             trained their pre-K's in the Science of Reading then
  


 5             or use that curriculum?
  


 6                  MS. SMITH:  That just started this last year,
  


 7             and I would have to actually get that information
  


 8             from Lori Bridges.  But I'll be happy to pull that
  


 9             from her.  They had the number of teachers that are
  


10             participating in the training and they had the school
  


11             districts across the state that actually chose the
  


12             curriculum as well.  So I can get that list to you.
  


13             But it's a pretty good -- I know we were pleased with
  


14             the initial numbers that came in, but I don't have
  


15             those off the top of my head.  I apologize.
  


16                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Oh, no, that's fine.  That's
  


17             fine.
  


18                  And then there was another section in the
  


19             proposed law that said -- let's see -- each public
  


20             school district must designate each teacher as having
  


21             demonstrated proficiency or awareness in eFinance.
  


22             And I was confused by that.
  


23                  MS. SMITH:  So they have to designate within the
  


24             system where the teachers are, where they are in the
  


25             proficiency.  So it's the recordkeeping piece.
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 1             That's how we pull the data at the Department of Ed.
  


 2             So the teachers' license information is in the
  


 3             eSchool system, and in there they have to mark that
  


 4             the teachers were either proficient or they have
  


 5             awareness within that system, and then that's how we
  


 6             pull the data at the State.
  


 7                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  But each teacher doesn't have
  


 8             to demonstrate --
  


 9                  MS. SMITH:  So each teacher K-12 has to have
  


10             awareness and K-6 has to have proficiency, and so the
  


11             school district is responsible for marking it in the
  


12             system when the teacher has reached the limit they're
  


13             required to have.  And then as the State, we pull
  


14             that information so that we can keep up with it
  


15             across the state.
  


16                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.
  


17                  MS. SMITH:  So that's our tracking system.
  


18                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.
  


19                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Stacy, I think --
  


20                  MS. SMITH:  (inaudible).  Go ahead.
  


21                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Stacy, I think the confusion
  


22             is it makes it sound like that the teacher has to
  


23             have proficiency or awareness of eFinance instead of
  


24             the Science of Reading.  So somehow or another, it
  


25             just needs to change so it can say, you know, that
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 1             that's where it's documented maybe.
  


 2                  MS. SMITH:  Can you tell me what number that one
  


 3             is?
  


 4                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  4.03.  Yes, it's very
  


 5             confusing.
  


 6                  MS. SMITH:  No, I see what you're saying.  Yeah,
  


 7             it says must designate each teacher as having
  


 8             proficiency or awareness in eFinance.  That's
  


 9             something we'll work with Legal on, because I don't
  


10             think that's a substantial change, to make sure
  


11             that's clarified.  And so that's a good point.  Thank
  


12             you for pointing that out.
  


13                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.
  


14                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  Thank you.
  


15                  MS. SMITH:  It does read that way if you weren't
  


16             sure what it was asking.
  


17                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.  Okay.
  


18                  Any other questions for Ms. Smith while we have
  


19             her on?
  


20                  Thank you, Ms. Smith, for taking the time to
  


21             join us.
  


22                  MS. SMITH:  Oh, absolutely.  I'll stay on for
  


23             awhile in case some other questions come up about any
  


24             other rules.
  


25                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Thank you.
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 1                  MR. SUTTON:  Take care of that cold.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Yes, feel better.
  


 3                  MS. SMITH:  Thank you.
  


 4                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  I think we're
  


 5             ready for a motion.  This is on the rules governing
  


 6             the Right to Read Act.
  


 7                  MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll make the motion to approve
  


 8             pending Governor's approval.
  


 9                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  We have a motion by Ms.
  


10             McFetridge.
  


11                  MR. SUTTON:  I'll second.
  


12                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We have a second by Mr.
  


13             Sutton.
  


14                  All in favor?
  


15                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


16                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Are there any opposed?
  


17                  Okay.  Motion passes.
  


18   ADJOURNMENT
  


19                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I think that was our last set
  


20             of rules that we have today.  And I don't know of any
  


21             new business.
  


22                  Ms. Freno, do we have any public comments?
  


23                  MS. FRENO:  No, we do not.
  


24                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  So if we don't have any
  


25             other business, we need a motion to adjourn.
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 1                  MR. SUTTON:  So moved.
  


 2                  DR. MOORE:  I make the motion.
  


 3                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Mr. Sutton,
  


 4             seconded by Dr. Moore.
  


 5                  And I guess all in favor of that?
  


 6                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


 7                  CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Y'all have a good rest of your
  


 8             holiday and stay safe.  And we'll see you in January.
  


 9             Thank you for joining us today.
  


10
  


11
  


12
  


13           (The Action Agenda was concluded at 10:40 a.m.)
  


14
  


15
  


16
  


17
  


18
  


19
  


20
  


21
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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              1                       P R O C E E D I N G S 


              2  V.1.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES 


              3  GOVERNING EYE AND VISION SCREENING REPORT IN ARKANSAS PUBLIC 


              4  SCHOOLS 


              5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We have several items that are 


              6            rules to release for public comment.  And I think, 


              7            Ms. Freno, the first three are yours. 


              8                 MS. FRENO:  Yes.  Thank you, Ms. Newton. 


              9                 The first rule -- the set of rules are rules 


             10            governing Eye and Vision Screening Report in Arkansas 


             11            Public Schools. 


             12                 Are you guys hearing a lot of background 


             13            problems?  I wonder what's causing that. 


             14                 Well, I don't hear it now. 


             15                 But the Division is requesting that these rules 


             16            be released for public comment pending Governor's 


             17            office approval. 


             18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  The first one is Eye and 


             19            Vision.  Do we have a motion? 


             20                 DR. MOORE:  I'll make a motion to approve 


             21            pending Governor's office approval. 


             22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  We have a motion by Dr. 


             23            Moore. 


             24                 MS. WOODS:  I'll second. 


             25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  And seconded by Ms. Woods. 
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              1                 All in favor? 


              2                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


              4                 Motion passes. 


              5  2.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES 


              6  GOVERNING THE ADMINISTRATION OF INSULIN, GLUCAGON, AND 


              7  MEDICATION FOR ADRENAL INSUFFICIENCY OR CRISIS 


              8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Ms. Freno, the rules 


              9            governing the Administration of Insulin. 


             10                 MS. FRENO:  Yes, Ms. Newton. 


             11                 The second set of rules are those governing the 


             12            Administrative -- Administration of Insulin, 


             13            Glucagon, and Medication for Adrenal Insufficiency or 


             14            Crisis.  Really the only rules made -- change made to 


             15            these rules had to do with the administration of 


             16            medication for adrenal insufficiency or crisis based 


             17            upon legislation that came out this session.  And 


             18            we're requesting that these rules be approved for 


             19            public comment release pending Governor's office 


             20            review. 


             21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have a motion? 


             22                 DR. MOORE:  I'll make a motion to release for 


             23            public comment pending Governor's office approval. 


             24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Dr. Moore. 


             25                 MS. WOODS:  I'll second. 
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              1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Second by Ms. Woods. 


              2                 All in favor? 


              3                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


              5                 Okay.  Motion passes. 


              6  3.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES 


              7  GOVERNING DOCUMENTS POSTED TO SCHOOL DISTRICT AND EDUCATION 


              8  SERVICE COOPERATIVE WEBSITES 


              9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. Freno, the next public 


             10            comment -- 


             11                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I am not hearing anyone. 


             12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Make sure that whenever 


             13            you -- when we ask for a vote that you do actually 


             14            speak your vote and un-mute your computer. 


             15                 Okay.  All right.  Ms. Freno, are we ready for 


             16            the third one? 


             17                 MS. FRENO:  Yes.  The third one are the rules 


             18            governing Documents Posted to School District and 


             19            Education Service Cooperative Websites.  And the 


             20            Division requests that these be released for public 


             21            comment pending Governor's office approval. 


             22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Do we have 


             23            a motion on these rules? 


             24                 MR. SUTTON:  I'll make the motion to approve 


             25            pending Governor's approval. 




                                                  �


                                                                                6




              1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Mr. Sutton. 


              2                 DR. HILL:  Second. 


              3                 DR. RANKIN:  I'll second. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Dr. Hill. 


              5                 All in favor? 


              6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


              8                 Okay.  Motion passes.  


              9                 MS. FRENO:  Thank you, everyone. 


             10  4.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE:  DESE RULES 


             11  GOVERNING SCHOOL-BASED AED DEVICES AND CPR PROGRAMS 


             12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Our next ones are 


             13            rules governing School-Based AED Devices and CPR 


             14            Programs.  Mr. Daugherty. 


             15                 Is he on? 


             16                 MS. FRENO:  Brian, you'll have to un-mute. 


             17                 MR. DAUGHERTY:  Can you hear me now? 


             18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  There we go. 


             19                 MR. DAUGHERTY:  All right.  So this is the rules 


             20            governing School-Based Automated External 


             21            Defibrillator Devices and Cardiopulmonary 


             22            Resuscitation Programs in Arkansas Public Schools.  


             23            And the Division is requesting release of these rules 


             24            for public comment pending Governor's office 


             25            approval. 
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              1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Do we have 


              2            a motion on these rules? 


              3                 MR. SUTTON:  Motion to approve pending 


              4            Governor's approval. 


              5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Motion by Mr. Sutton. 


              6                 MS. WOODS:  I'll second. 


              7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Was that Dr. Rankin? 


              8                 MS. WOODS:  (raised a hand) 


              9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  No, Ms. Woods.  Okay.  


             10            Seconded by Ms. Woods.  Thank you. 


             11                 All in favor? 


             12                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


             13                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


             14                 Any opposed? 


             15                 Motion passes. 


             16  5.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES 


             17  GOVERNING REQUIRED TRAINING FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 


             18                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Ms. Park, public 


             19            comment release, rules governing Required Training 


             20            for School Board Members. 


             21                 Is Ms. Park on? 


             22                 MS. PARK:  I'm sorry. 


             23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  You're there. 


             24                 MS. PARK:  So the Division requests that these 


             25            rules be released for public comment pending 
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              1            Governor's office approval. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have a motion? 


              3                 MR. SUTTON:  I have a question. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right, Mr. Sutton. 


              5                 MR. SUTTON:  This was important to me when I was 


              6            on the board, and probably for Ms. McFetridge as 


              7            well.  But can you explain to me -- because I read 


              8            this many times; I'm a little confused about the 


              9            period at which they can make -- board members can 


             10            make up hours that they didn't get it through the 


             11            year.  And so I'm not sure exactly what this is 


             12            saying. 


             13                 MS. PARK:  And I can only assume -- in the title 


             14            -- or the purpose of the bill it said it was to 


             15            extend that time period.  And when I read it I 


             16            thought, well, this is the same time period.  But I 


             17            think it's clarifying that you can start gaining 


             18            those hours prior to the first meeting.  Because the 


             19            way it was worded previously kind of sounded like 


             20            from the beginning of the first meeting through the 


             21            end of January.  Let me make sure I'm -- 30 days from 


             22            the day of the January board meeting.  So now it says 


             23            January 1 through the date 30 days following the 


             24            board meeting.  So I think it could have previously 


             25            been interpreted to say you have to wait for that 
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              1            first board meeting and then you have 30 days.  So 


              2            this, to me, clarifies it saying beginning January 


              3            3rd through the -- 30 days after the first meeting.  


              4            Does that help at all? 


              5                 MR. SUTTON:  Well -- well, if the first -- and, 


              6            of course, I guess -- districts have different times 


              7            of their board meetings, I guess.  But let's say the 


              8            board meeting is the third Thursday of the month; is 


              9            it 30 days beyond that period or -- is that what it's 


             10            saying? 


             11                 MS. PARK:  Yes, 30 days.  Yeah, regardless of 


             12            what day it's on in the month, you have 30 days after 


             13            that January meeting. 


             14                 MR. SUTTON:  Okay.  I got it. 


             15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Is that something that maybe 


             16            we need to clear up a little bit in the rules?  Is 


             17            that confusing? 


             18                 MR. SUTTON:  Or maybe I'm just that stupid, I 


             19            don't know. 


             20                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  No, I wouldn't say that, Mr. 


             21            Sutton.  But maybe that's something that Legal might 


             22            look at a little bit closer and see as we -- 


             23                 MS. PARK:  Well -- 


             24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  -- take public comments. 


             25                 SECRETARY KEY:  Ms. Park, I think the extension 
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              1            is actually on the front-end rather than -- 


              2                 MS. PARK:  Uh-huh. 


              3                 SECRETARY KEY:  -- extending on the back-end.  I 


              4            mean usually when we talk about extending it's on the 


              5            back-end.  But this actually moves it up so that you 


              6            can start earlier in January; you know, in that 


              7            instance, if it was the 3rd Thursday in January, you 


              8            didn't have to wait until then.  Under the previous 


              9            wording it could be interpreted that you had to wait 


             10            all the way through January, until that third 


             11            Thursday, and then your clock started.  This actually 


             12            gives you time to do it earlier. 


             13                 MR. SUTTON:  Okay.  I'm good. 


             14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Does that help, Mr. Sutton? 


             15                 MR. SUTTON:  Yes, ma'am. 


             16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right.  Then -- all 


             17            right.  Then are we ready for -- and I apologize, I 


             18            haven't been giving us time for any discussion on 


             19            these rules.  So if you do have questions or need to 


             20            discuss, make sure that you slow me down a little 


             21            bit. 


             22                 All right.  So are we ready for a motion on 


             23            these rules? 


             24                 MR. SUTTON:  I'll make the motion. 


             25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Motion by Mr. Sutton to 
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              1            release for public comment pending Governor's office 


              2            approval. 


              3                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll second it. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Ms. McFetridge. 


              5                 All in favor? 


              6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


              8                 Okay.  Motion passes. 


              9  6.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES 


             10  GOVERNING PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS 


             11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Our next one is 


             12            rules governing Public Charter Schools.  Ms. James. 


             13                 MS. JAMES:  Yes, ma'am.  The Division is 


             14            requesting that the Board release these rules for 


             15            public comment pending Governor's office approval. 


             16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Are there any discussion on 


             17            these rules this time? 


             18                 Okay.  Are we ready for a motion? 


             19                 DR. MOORE:  I'll move to release for public 


             20            comment pending Governor's office approval. 


             21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Dr. Moore. 


             22                 DR. RANKIN:  I'll second. 


             23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  And a second by Dr. Rankin. 


             24                 All in favor? 


             25                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 
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              1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


              2                 Okay.  Motion passes. 


              3  7.  CONSIDERATION FOR FINAL APPROVAL:  DESE RULES GOVERNING THE 


              4  ARKANSAS TUTORING CORPS 


              5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  This next one is 


              6            our only, I think, final approval that we have.  This 


              7            was final approval of rules governing the Arkansas 


              8            Teacher [sic] Corps.  And also Ms. James. 


              9                 MS. JAMES:  Yes, ma'am.  The Division is 


             10            requesting final approval of these rules.  They have 


             11            been through the public comment period and there were 


             12            a few small changes which you'll see on the draft in 


             13            the public comment matrix that I've uploaded.  Not a 


             14            whole lot of changes, but we're just requesting final 


             15            approval of these rules. 


             16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any discussion or comments on 


             17            these rules? 


             18                 Okay.  We're ready for a motion. 


             19                 DR. RANKIN:  I'll make to approve. 


             20                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion to approve -- 


             21                 DR. MOORE:  Second. 


             22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  -- by Dr. Rankin. 


             23                 Who was the second? 


             24                 DR. MOORE:  I do.  I'll second it. 


             25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Seconded by Dr. Moore. 
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              1                 All in favor? 


              2                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


              4                 Okay.  Motion passes. 


              5  8.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES 


              6  GOVERNING THE RIGHT TO READ ACT 


              7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Item 8, rules governing 


              8            the Right to Read Act.  And that is Ms. Park. 


              9                 MS. PARK:  Yes.  The Division requests that 


             10            these rules be released for public comment pending 


             11            Governor's office approval. 


             12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay. 


             13                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I have a couple of questions, 


             14            Ms. Newton. 


             15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right. 


             16                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm wondering why we had to 


             17            change the year to 2023-24, wondering why it wasn't 


             18            maybe possibly 2022-2023.  Was there that great of a 


             19            need to extend those years? 


             20                 MS. PARK:  Which section are you looking at?  


             21            Because it -- 


             22                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm sorry.  It's 4.00. 


             23                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. McFetridge, I think it was 


             24            Covid related, making sure that everyone had time to 


             25            get their professional development.  But Ms. Park may 
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              1            have more information. 


              2                 MS. PARK:  I do not have.  This is what the 


              3            Division requested; so I'm sorry, I do not have an 


              4            answer as to why that was the date. 


              5                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Well -- 


              6                 SECRETARY KEY:  I think I -- 


              7                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'm sorry, go ahead. 


              8                 SECRETARY KEY:  If I could help -- I can help 


              9            with that.  So with the interruptions that occurred 


             10            due to Covid and basically shutting down a lot of the 


             11            in-person professional development opportunities that 


             12            we had, the Learning Services looked at this and felt 


             13            like it was important to give extra time.  We debated 


             14            what -- basically, this is -- reflects what was in 


             15            the legislation, what -- the time that -- whether it 


             16            be an extra year or an extra two years.  But, you 


             17            know, we still had PD going, but because so much of 


             18            this PD was important to have in-person rather than 


             19            having virtual, you know, we did not want teachers to 


             20            feel that they were possibly under threat of losing 


             21            their job if they were not -- did not make the 


             22            timeline, and their actually pushing that out two 


             23            years would prevent a situation where teachers were 


             24            under an intensive support plan or something to get 


             25            that -- the Science of Reading, I believe is what -- 




                                                  �


                                                                               15




              1            and Stacy is out today and she could confirm all 


              2            that.  But to the best of my recollection, that's 


              3            kind of why that date was set where it is. 


              4                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.   


              5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  (inaudible) 


              6                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I appreciate that. 


              7                 Can I -- I would like to ask another question.  


              8            That same section, does pre-K -- they don't start the 


              9            Science of Reading in pre-K?  Is that right, pre-K 


             10            wouldn't be included in the trainings? 


             11                 SECRETARY KEY:  Pre-K -- it's not a requirement 


             12            for licensure for Science of Reading for pre-K.  We 


             13            do have pre-K Science of Reading work that is -- I 


             14            guess you would say maybe in the second phase or the 


             15            next phase.  I mean we're doing it now; it's part of 


             16            what we're spending some of the additional ESSER 


             17            funds on that we've been receiving -- or that we've 


             18            received, that -- developing that -- the pre-K 


             19            standards.  All of those things that need to happen  


             20            -- that had already happened for, you know, K-12 was 


             21            happening next, and that's what we're in the process 


             22            of doing now.  So, you know, we're not at a point of 


             23            making requirements for that, but for standard 


             24            licensure.  So even if a pre-K teacher has standard 


             25            early elementary licensure, they're still going to 
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              1            get that.  But the actual pre-K elements for three-


              2            year olds, four-year olds, those -- that work is 


              3            being done now in conjunction with the ABC unit here 


              4            and with DHS. 


              5                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you. 


              6                 I've got one more question.  I just -- in that 


              7            same section.  What is eFinance?  It says that -- 


              8                 SECRETARY KEY:  eFinance -- was that your 


              9            question? 


             10                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes.  I'm not aware of what 


             11            eFinance is. 


             12                 SECRETARY KEY:  That's our statewide -- that's 


             13            part of APSCN, the Arkansas Public School Computer 


             14            Network, where all the finance data goes into our 


             15            data warehouse.  That may not be the best descriptor 


             16            of it, but it's our recordkeeping; it's where all 


             17            districts put in their finance records and we're able 


             18            to have it there.  So you have eSchool, which is the 


             19            student side, and then eFinance, which is the finance 


             20            side of APSCN. 


             21                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  So teachers are going to 


             22            have to be aware of eFinance or demonstrate a 


             23            proficiency in it?  I'm just confused by that.  And 


             24            that's 4.03. 


             25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I'm trying to pull up the 




                                                  �


                                                                               17




              1            rules now.  Just a minute. 


              2                 MS. WOODS:  I'll add in a question on that.  How 


              3            big of an impact do we think this is going to be?  


              4            Like are there -- the majority of teachers that need 


              5            to get caught up, or do we have any idea what the 


              6            impact will be? 


              7                 SECRETARY KEY:  I do not have those numbers.  I 


              8            don't think it would -- I mean we have probably -- 


              9            I'm trying to think through the last update that we 


             10            saw on that.  But there were 15, 16 thousand teachers 


             11            in the pipeline -- either having completed or in the 


             12            pipeline to complete.  You know, for -- you know, for 


             13            K-6 it was the -- you know, they had to have the 


             14            proficiency and then for the secondary teachers they 


             15            have to demonstrate awareness or complete the 


             16            awareness requirement for it. 


             17                 But, you know, if we want to -- if we can, Madam 


             18            Chair, can we move to the other ones?  Let me see if 


             19            I can get Stacy on and she will have some answers to 


             20            a lot of those questions. 


             21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I looked at that part of the 


             22            rules that Ms. McFetridge is referring to and I think 


             23            that that is a typo.  I don't think it's supposed to 


             24            say eFinance; I think it's supposed to demonstrate 


             25            proficiency in Science of Reading.  So I think that 
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              1            would be something that would need to be corrected.  


              2            And since we're just releasing for public comment I 


              3            think that can be corrected. 


              4                 But I don't know, Ms. Freno, if that would be a 


              5            major correction or not? 


              6                 MS. FRENO:  No, that could be corrected.  The 


              7            eFinance actually appears in the current copy of the 


              8            rules.   


              9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay. 


             10                 MS. FRENO:  So that was something that already 


             11            has been promulgated.  But, yes, I mean, definitely.  


             12            If it should say Science of Reading, we need to get 


             13            that changed to the Science of Reading. 


             14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay. 


             15                 MS. FRENO:  And we can do that in the public 


             16            comment period. 


             17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Maybe that's something 


             18            to go ahead and flag and check out and see what 


             19            that's supposed to say. 


             20                 Thank you, Ms. McFetridge, for catching that. 


             21                 MS. WINDLE:  If I could just offer a point of 


             22            clarification, eFinance is used to house all the job 


             23            codes and licensure codes for teachers.  And there is 


             24            a central office -- district office employee that 


             25            would be responsible for documenting all of that 
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              1            professional development within eFinance.  So it 


              2            probably just needs to be clarified in that capacity. 


              3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  But is that person -- 


              4                 MS. WINDLE:  Yeah, it's part of cycle reporting. 


              5                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  I just didn't 


              6            understand why it was in the Right to Read Act then. 


              7                 MS. WINDLE:  Yeah, it's just that required PD 


              8            piece has to be captured. 


              9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right. 


             10                 MS. WINDLE:  And so the teacher is not 


             11            responsible for documenting that; they're just 


             12            responsible for getting the training.  Someone in the 


             13            central office would enter that into the eFinance -- 


             14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right. 


             15                 MS. WINDLE:  -- platform and then submit that to 


             16            the Department. 


             17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Yeah.  I'm just looking at it.  


             18            It just -- just the way it says "designate each 


             19            teachers having demonstrated proficiency or awareness 


             20            in eFinance."  So it sounds like each teacher is 


             21            going to have to have a proficiency or awareness in 


             22            eFinance, and I'm not sure that's what we were 


             23            meaning there, so -- 


             24                 MS. WINDLE:  No.  eFinance is just where that 


             25            proficiency is housed -- 
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              1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right. 


              2                 MS. WINDLE:  -- as being documented. 


              3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right. 


              4                 MS. WINDLE:  So I think that just needs to be 


              5            clarified a little bit. 


              6                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  All right. 


              7                 So, Ms. Freno and -- let's see, who was this --  


              8            Ms. Park, y'all were taking notes on this, I'm sure. 


              9                 MS. FRENO:  Yes. 


             10                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay. 


             11                 SECRETARY KEY:  And I just reached Stacy.  She's 


             12            going to get on the Zoom in a few minutes.  So we 


             13            might -- if we want to, we can skip to the other 


             14            items and then come back to this one. 


             15                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Why don't we do that.   


             16  9.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES 


             17  GOVERNING THE ARKANSAS EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT AND ACCOUNTABILITY 


             18  ACT 


             19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We'll go on then to item 9, 


             20            rules governing Arkansas ESAA.  Mr. Daugherty. 


             21                     (BRIEF MOMENT OF SILENCE) 


             22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Mr. Daugherty. 


             23                 MR. DAUGHTERY:  Yes.  The Division requests that 


             24            the Board release the rules governing the Arkansas 


             25            Educational Support and Accountability Act for public 
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              1            comment pending Governor's office approval. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Do we have any 


              3            discussion? 


              4                 Do we have a motion? 


              5                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Ms. Newton, I'm sorry; I'm kind 


              6            of trying to look at my notes.  I'm just wondering 


              7            about getting these assessments to our schools 


              8            earlier than August 1st of each year.  And as you 


              9            know, the earlier the schools and the staff can get 


             10            their scores the better it is for them planning.  Is 


             11            that a set-in-stone August 1st, when it's in the -- 


             12            in this, it is.  So if the results are going to come 


             13            out earlier to the Division could we get them out 


             14            earlier to the schools, is I guess what I'm asking.  


             15            Does this piece have to be set-in-stone as August 1? 


             16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Is there someone on 


             17            that can answer that question? 


             18                 SECRETARY KEY:  Well, I'll try. 


             19                 Ms. McFetridge, we -- that statute was changed.  


             20            If you remember, it was July 1 and we moved the 


             21            window -- you know, one of the things that we've had 


             22            to deal with for a long time is the push-pull of 


             23            getting the testing window as late in the school year 


             24            as possible so for more content to be covered before 


             25            they actually take their statewide assessment.  And 
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              1            so we moved that testing window.  But with the 


              2            efficiencies that we've been able to get, you know, 


              3            from the testing company, and now that everything is, 


              4            you know, on a digital platform, they get the results 


              5            back to us quicker, and then Dr. Arola is able -- and 


              6            Ms. Coffman's team can go through and do what they 


              7            need to do to make sure it's all clean.  But August 1 


              8            was that deadline so that we could put that in for 


              9            the contract with the vendor to make sure that they 


             10            get those back to us.  Typically, they do get those 


             11            back to us before August 1 -- and as soon as we get 


             12            them and get them processed and to a point where they 


             13            can be released, we do release them.  We don't wait 


             14            until August 1 to release them; we get them out as 


             15            soon as we possibly can. 


             16                 It worked out pretty well this year, you know, 


             17            because we'd moved the testing window out because of 


             18            -- or last school year because of Covid.  And so the 


             19            -- but the results still got back to us in July.  And 


             20            I don't think we had -- you know, we had some 


             21            questions about that, just along the lines that you'd 


             22            mentioned, but I think all-in-all for this past year 


             23            it worked out pretty smoothly.  We were able to do 


             24            the testing later in the school year and we still 


             25            were able to get the results back to the districts in 
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              1            time for them to use those in their planning. 


              2                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you for that.  I 


              3            appreciate it. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any other questions? 


              5                 Okay.  Do we have a motion? 


              6                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll make the motion to 


              7            approve. 


              8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Ms. 


              9            McFetridge. 


             10                 MR. SUTTON:  I'll second. 


             11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Mr. Sutton. 


             12                 All in favor? 


             13                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


             14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


             15                 Okay.  Motion passes. 


             16  10.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT RELEASE: DESE RULES 


             17  GOVERNING VISUAL ART AND MUSIC INSTRUCTION IN GRADES ONE 


             18  THROUGH EIGHT 


             19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  I think we're now to 


             20            item 10, public comment release, rules governing 


             21            Visual Art and Music Instruction.  Mr. Daugherty. 


             22                 MR. DAUGHERTY:  Yes.  The Division requests that 


             23            the Board release the rules -- or approve the rules 


             24            governing Visual Art and Music Instruction in Grades 


             25            One Through Eight for public comment pending 
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              1            Governor's office approval. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Any discussion? 


              3                 Okay.  Do we have a motion? 


              4                 DR. RANKIN:  I will move to approve pending 


              5            Governor's office approval. 


              6                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Motion by Dr. Rankin. 


              7                 DR. MOORE:  Second. 


              8                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Seconded by Dr. Moore. 


              9                 All in favor? 


             10                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


             11                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Any opposed? 


             12                 Okay.  Motion passes. 


             13  7.  ARKANSAS TUTORING CORPS (continuing) 


             14                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  Is Ms. Smith on? 


             15                 SECRETARY KEY:  Not quite yet. 


             16                 But if I may, I should've mentioned this when we 


             17            were discussing the rules on the Tutoring Corps.  But 


             18            Dr. Walley is on and she has been leading that 


             19            project and can give y'all an update.  I think this 


             20            is a project that's gone pretty well so far and I'm 


             21            pleased with the results of it, and Dr. Walley can 


             22            give you the most recent update on that. 


             23                 So, Madam Chair, with your permission we'll let 


             24            Dr. Walley talk to y'all about where we are with that 


             25            process. 




                                                  �


                                                                               25




              1                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  That would be great. 


              2                 DR. WALLEY:  Good morning.  I'm Missy Walley, 


              3            Director of Special Projects. 


              4                 And just to share an update of where we are, we 


              5            just started this really at just the start of the 


              6            training in September.  And right now, as of December 


              7            29th, we have held 80 trainings; 14 of those were 


              8            just informational trainings, the other 66 were 


              9            initial trainings on the curriculum for the Arkansas 


             10            Tutoring Corps.  As of right now, we have 750 


             11            applications across the state.  We now have 98 


             12            qualified tutors.  So just thinking that they just 


             13            started getting the curriculum in November, I think 


             14            that's pretty good that we are where we are right 


             15            now.  Our goal is to get to -- I believe we said 100 


             16            by December, so I think we're pretty close with 98.   


             17                 So our approved sites -- we have contacted all 


             18            of the out-of-school networks; of course, pre-


             19            approved our -- all public schools, universities, 


             20            education service cooperatives, and any Arkansas out-


             21            of-school network affiliates.  So if any schools have 


             22            been -- gone out and done a pre-approval, or any 


             23            community organizations -- Boys and Girls Clubs, 


             24            foster homes -- those approvals have gone to the 


             25            statewide community portal, which is where we house 
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              1            any resources that are needed for the state.  So I 


              2            think y'all have seen that before, but it's probably 


              3            been a while since that's been in front of you.  But 


              4            anything that the community needs, those portals, 


              5            those out-of-school networks and approved sites have 


              6            been added to that. 


              7                 As far as certified tutors, certified tutors 


              8            have to go through all levels -- and we have not been 


              9            doing this long enough for us to have any certified 


             10            tutors.  There are seven levels and we have -- we've 


             11            got some who've just entered level 2. 


             12                 Implementation -- as of last month, November 


             13            18th, we had not had any tutoring hours just because 


             14            we were trying to get everybody to the qualified 


             15            status.  As of this month, we now have 340 tutoring 


             16            hours that have been documented, so we are well on 


             17            our way.  And then, like I said, we've also set up 


             18            the system for school districts to be able to access 


             19            the tutoring list through that statewide community 


             20            portal.  We tried to combine those resources just 


             21            because those tutors can be such a benefit for the 


             22            community, so that the community can reach out to 


             23            those tutors as well and then go through the pre-


             24            approval site to be a tutoring site.   


             25                 So a lot of things have happened.  And I do want 
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              1            to just give a shout-out to the Office of ERZ [ps] 


              2            because they've put in a lot of Saturday trainings 


              3            and a lot of night trainings just in order to 


              4            accommodate these tutors and their schedules to get 


              5            them their initial training. 


              6                 That's it in a nutshell.  Any questions? 


              7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Anyone have a question for Ms. 


              8            Walley? 


              9                 That's fantastic news.  It shows how hard that 


             10            y'all have been working and it's a great thing for 


             11            the students of Arkansas.  So thank you for your hard 


             12            work. 


             13                 DR. WALLEY:  Thank y'all.  And I'll be sure to 


             14            pass that word to the Office of ERZ. 


             15  8.  CONSIDERATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: DESE RULES GOVERNING THE 


             16  RIGHT TO READ ACT (continuing) 


             17                 SECRETARY KEY:  And, Ms. Newton, Stacy is on 


             18            now, so -- 


             19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right. 


             20                 SECRETARY KEY:  -- we can go back to item number 


             21            8. 


             22                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  So we are on item 8, 


             23            rules governing the Right to Read Act.   


             24                 MS. SMITH:  Good morning.  I wasn't on earlier, 


             25            so I didn't hear the actual questions that y'all had.  
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              1            But I'm happy to answer any of them. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Ms. McFetridge, do you want to 


              3            state your original -- I think you had three 


              4            questions maybe. 


              5                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes.  I was wondering if you 


              6            could just talk just a little bit about why the year 


              7            changed from -- 2023-24 instead of 2022-23. 


              8                 MS. SMITH:  That is a good question.  We 


              9            actually extended it for the two years because of 


             10            Covid.  And really we almost -- as far as the RISE 


             11            Academy, we wanted to keep those in-person instead of 


             12            going directly to online, and so it really delayed 


             13            teachers getting through and getting the training 


             14            that they needed.  And it also delayed administrators 


             15            who had to go through the RISE Academy and then also 


             16            had to turn around and go through the Assessor 


             17            Academy to determine proficiency.  And so that was 


             18            the reason we delayed it. 


             19                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Thank you. 


             20                 And then I think Secretary Key answered my 


             21            question about adding pre-K [clearing throat] -- 


             22            excuse me -- into the Science of Reading and the pre-


             23            K teachers training.   


             24                 SECRETARY KEY:  But, Ms. McFetridge, I would -- 


             25            I'd feel much better if Stacy answered that because I 
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              1            -- 


              2                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Sure. 


              3                 SECRETARY KEY: -- I may have gotten any -- I 


              4            could have gotten any of those points wrong.  And 


              5            while we have an opportunity to get it right, I'd 


              6            rather have Stacy address that. 


              7                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay. 


              8                 MS. SMITH:  So let me make sure I understood.  


              9            The question was about pre-K teachers having RISE 


             10            training, is that it? 


             11                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Yes. 


             12                 MS. SMITH:  So the requirement -- yeah, the 


             13            requirement for pre-K is not there.  However, we did 


             14            -- there was literacy training for pre-K that was not 


             15            aligned to the Science of Reading, and our folks in 


             16            the Literacy Department have put together a training 


             17            that is aligned and we used our ESSER funding this 


             18            last year to actually launch that professional 


             19            development that's aligned to Science of Reading.  We 


             20            also provided an actual curriculum to any pre-K 


             21            through the state that wanted to participate in the 


             22            training for free to kind of build that up.  But 


             23            there is not a requirement for pre-K to be Science of 


             24            Reading training.  But we did align the training -- 


             25            they're required in the rules to have literacy 
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              1            training, and so the training now is aligned. 


              2                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.  Okay.  How many schools, 


              3            do you remember off the top of your head, have 


              4            trained their pre-K's in the Science of Reading then 


              5            or use that curriculum? 


              6                 MS. SMITH:  That just started this last year, 


              7            and I would have to actually get that information 


              8            from Lori Bridges.  But I'll be happy to pull that 


              9            from her.  They had the number of teachers that are 


             10            participating in the training and they had the school 


             11            districts across the state that actually chose the 


             12            curriculum as well.  So I can get that list to you.  


             13            But it's a pretty good -- I know we were pleased with 


             14            the initial numbers that came in, but I don't have 


             15            those off the top of my head.  I apologize. 


             16                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Oh, no, that's fine.  That's 


             17            fine. 


             18                 And then there was another section in the 


             19            proposed law that said -- let's see -- each public 


             20            school district must designate each teacher as having 


             21            demonstrated proficiency or awareness in eFinance.  


             22            And I was confused by that. 


             23                 MS. SMITH:  So they have to designate within the 


             24            system where the teachers are, where they are in the 


             25            proficiency.  So it's the recordkeeping piece.  
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              1            That's how we pull the data at the Department of Ed.  


              2            So the teachers' license information is in the 


              3            eSchool system, and in there they have to mark that 


              4            the teachers were either proficient or they have 


              5            awareness within that system, and then that's how we 


              6            pull the data at the State. 


              7                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  But each teacher doesn't have 


              8            to demonstrate -- 


              9                 MS. SMITH:  So each teacher K-12 has to have 


             10            awareness and K-6 has to have proficiency, and so the 


             11            school district is responsible for marking it in the 


             12            system when the teacher has reached the limit they're 


             13            required to have.  And then as the State, we pull 


             14            that information so that we can keep up with it 


             15            across the state. 


             16                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay. 


             17                 MS. SMITH:  So that's our tracking system. 


             18                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Okay.   


             19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Stacy, I think -- 


             20                 MS. SMITH:  (inaudible).  Go ahead. 


             21                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Stacy, I think the confusion 


             22            is it makes it sound like that the teacher has to 


             23            have proficiency or awareness of eFinance instead of 


             24            the Science of Reading.  So somehow or another, it 


             25            just needs to change so it can say, you know, that 




                                                  �


                                                                               32




              1            that's where it's documented maybe. 


              2                 MS. SMITH:  Can you tell me what number that one 


              3            is? 


              4                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  4.03.  Yes, it's very 


              5            confusing. 


              6                 MS. SMITH:  No, I see what you're saying.  Yeah, 


              7            it says must designate each teacher as having 


              8            proficiency or awareness in eFinance.  That's 


              9            something we'll work with Legal on, because I don't 


             10            think that's a substantial change, to make sure 


             11            that's clarified.  And so that's a good point.  Thank 


             12            you for pointing that out. 


             13                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay. 


             14                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  Thank you. 


             15                 MS. SMITH:  It does read that way if you weren't 


             16            sure what it was asking. 


             17                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Right.  Okay. 


             18                 Any other questions for Ms. Smith while we have 


             19            her on? 


             20                 Thank you, Ms. Smith, for taking the time to 


             21            join us. 


             22                 MS. SMITH:  Oh, absolutely.  I'll stay on for 


             23            awhile in case some other questions come up about any 


             24            other rules. 


             25                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  Thank you. 
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              1                 MR. SUTTON:  Take care of that cold. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Yes, feel better. 


              3                 MS. SMITH:  Thank you. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  All right.  I think we're 


              5            ready for a motion.  This is on the rules governing 


              6            the Right to Read Act. 


              7                 MS. McFETRIDGE:  I'll make the motion to approve 


              8            pending Governor's approval. 


              9                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  We have a motion by Ms. 


             10            McFetridge. 


             11                 MR. SUTTON:  I'll second. 


             12                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  We have a second by Mr. 


             13            Sutton. 


             14                 All in favor? 


             15                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


             16                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Are there any opposed? 


             17                 Okay.  Motion passes. 


             18  ADJOURNMENT 


             19                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  I think that was our last set 


             20            of rules that we have today.  And I don't know of any 


             21            new business. 


             22                 Ms. Freno, do we have any public comments? 


             23                 MS. FRENO:  No, we do not. 


             24                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  So if we don't have any 


             25            other business, we need a motion to adjourn. 
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              1                 MR. SUTTON:  So moved. 


              2                 DR. MOORE:  I make the motion. 


              3                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Okay.  A motion by Mr. Sutton, 


              4            seconded by Dr. Moore. 


              5                 And I guess all in favor of that? 


              6                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              7                 CHAIRMAN NEWTON:  Y'all have a good rest of your 


              8            holiday and stay safe.  And we'll see you in January.  


              9            Thank you for joining us today. 


             10             


             11             
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             13          (The Action Agenda was concluded at 10:40 a.m.) 
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