
DEPENDENT EDUCATION ASSISTANCE (CHAPTER 35) HIGH SCHOOL BENEFIT 
 
There is a little-known financial benefit available to children of disabled veterans.  High school 
students may be eligible for Dependent Education Assistance (DEA) if 
 

- The student is the dependent child of a 100% totally and permanently disabled veteran  
 
and 
 

- The student turns 18 years old while still in high school. 
 
The student may receive up to $1,488.00 per month from his/her 18th birthday through the end of 
high school.  Please see the rates at Chapter 35 Rates For Survivors And Dependents | Veterans 
Affairs (va.gov) 
 
After completing high school, the student is eligible for another 36 months of benefits which may 
be used for college, On-The-Job Training (OJT), or apprenticeship programs.  The student 
remains eligible for the benefit through age 26. 
 
To apply for the benefit, follow these steps: 
 
Step One:  The student must apply for DEA on the Veterans Administration website at Survivors’ 
And Dependents’ Educational Assistance | Veterans Affairs (va.gov) 
 
Step Two:  The student’s high school must be approved by the Arkansas State Approving Authority 
(SAA).  The SAA is an office of the Arkansas Department of Education, Division of Higher Education.  
The SAA can be found at this link:  State Approving Authority for Veterans Training    
 
Step Three:  The student’s high school must appoint a School Certifying Official (SCO). Information 
on training for SCOs is available at Resources for School Administrators and Certifying Officials  
 
Step Four:  Once the high school has been approved by the SAA, the designated school official will 
assist the student in processing his or her payments. 
 
To get started, contact the Arkansas Division of Higher Education State Approving Authority at 
the link provided above or call 501-371-2000. 

https://www.va.gov/education/benefit-rates/chapter-35-rates/
https://www.va.gov/education/benefit-rates/chapter-35-rates/
https://www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/dependents-education-assistance/
https://www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/dependents-education-assistance/
https://adhe.edu/about/StaffDirectory/State%20Approving%20Agency%20(SAA)%20for%20Veterans%20Training
https://www.va.gov/school-administrators/

