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General Information

Definition of Equitable Services

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) requires a participating Local Educational Agency (LEA) to

provide eligible children attending private elementary and secondary schools, their teachers, and their

families with Title | services or other benefits that are equitable to those provided to eligible public school

children, theirteachers, and their families. These services are considered to be assistance to students and

teachersand notto private schools. While the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) providesfunding

toLEAsfor entitlement servicesto studentsattending private schoolswhochoosetoacceptfundingand

abidebythe regulations of such funding, the ADE does not accredit or provide oversight of private schools.

Federal Programs and Equitable Services

Titlel PartA-Educational Assistance toAt-Risk

Students

Title |, Part C - Education of Migratory Children

Title II, Part A - Professional Development/Supporting Effective Instruction

Titlelll, Part A - Language Instruction for English Learners and Immigrant

Students Title IV, Part A - Student Supportand Academic Enrichment

Grants

Title IV, Part B — Nita M. Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC)
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Equitable Services Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the purpose of each Title program?

Title I, Part A: Educational Assistance to At-Risk Students
Title I, Part A provides supplemental educational services for eligible private school students in need
of instructional support who are educationally disadvantaged and failing or most at risk of failing to meet

high academic standards. The funding formula is based on the number of students identified as low-income.

Title I, Part C: Education of Migratory Children

Title 1, Part C supports educational programs and services that address the unique needs of migratory
children (the children of migrant agricultural/fishery workers). Supplemental instructional services are
designed for eligiblestudentswhoare mostatriskduetotheirhighmobilityand/orlimited proficiencyin

English.

Title I, Part A: Professional Development/Supporting Effective Instruction

The goal of the Title Il, Part A, program is to provide assistance for preparing, training, recruiting and
retaining high quality teachers, principals, and other school leaders. Funds are made available to improve
teaching and studentlearning, addressing specific student needs. Activities include the provision of
sustained and intensive evidence-based professional development that can help students achieve high

academic standards. The funding formula is based on K-12 private school student enrollment data

Title Ill, Part A: Language Instruction for English Learners and Immigrant Students

TheLanguage InstructionforEnglish Learners (EL) and Immigrant Students program provides funds for
helping EL students attain English proficiency and meet the same challenging State academic standards
required of all students. Supplemental educational services for eligible private school students who are
identified as English Learners may be provided. Qualification criteria will be discussed during consultation.

Funds may also be used to provide professional development to teachers of English Learners.

The Title Ill funding formulais based on K-12 private school EL studentdata.
Division of Elementary & Secondary Education-Federal Programs 6



Title IV, Part A: Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants

TheTitle IV, Part A, program is intended to increase the capacity of local educational agencies, schools, and
local communities to provide all students with access to a well-rounded education, improve school
conditions for student learning, and enhance the use of technology in order to improve the academic
achievement and digital literacy of all students. The funding formulais based on K-12 private school student

enrollment data

Title IV, Part B: 21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC)

The 21st CCLC program is a competitive program that supports the creation of community learning centers
that will provide academic enrichment opportunities during non-school hours for children, particularly
students who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools. The program helps students meet state
and local standards in core academic subjects, such as reading and mathematics; offers students abroad
array of enrichment activities that can complement their regular academic programs; and offers literacy

and other educational services to the families of participating children.

2. Whois eligible for each Title program?

Title I-A Eligible private school students must live in the Title | participating public school attendance area.

Title I-C Services are based on the migratory status of eligible students and are only available from the district
or Co-Opinwhichtheprivateschoolislocated.

Title Il Funds are only available from the district in which the private school is located.

Title 11l The school district must have qualified for this grant. Services are based on the EL and/or
immigrant status of eligible students.

Title IV-A Funds are only available from the district in which the private school is located.

Title IV-B | The school district must have qualified for this grant. The private school must be located within the
public school attendance area.
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3. Which private schools need to be contacted by the LEA?

According toTitle I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as Amended by the Every
Student Succeeds Act: Providing Equitable Services to Eligible Private School Children, Teachers, and
Families, 119LRP 38894 (EDU 10/07/19) Updated Non-Regulatory Guidance (2019 Non-Regulatory
Guidance),LEAs have "aresponsibility to contact all private schools within the district that might have
studentseligibleto participate in Title | programs --i.e., students who live in a participating Title | public
school attendance areain the LEA." (2019 Non-Regulatory Guidance, A-5). Private schools mustalsobea

nonprofitcorporation.

"An LEA also has a responsibility to contact private schools outside the district if the LEA has reason to believe
students whoreside in a participating Title | public school attendance area attend those schools. An LEA may
not be aware, however, of every instance in which a student who resides in a participating Title | public school
attendance area attends a private school outside of the district." For this reason, a private school official may
contactthe LEA directly if they believe they have students eligible for Title | services that reside in the

participating public schoolattendance area.

4. |sthere alist of private schools in Arkansas?

Please refer to the ADE List of Known Arkansas Private Schools by County on the Federal Programs Private

School website. Since new private schools may be added or closed without ADE’s knowledge, it is important

for LEAstokeepinformedofanynewschoolsthatmayopenintheirareainordertostartbuilding
relationships. If youareaware ofanew private schoolopeningoronenotlisted, pleasecontactthe ADE

Equitable Services Program Advisortoaddittothelist.

5. What steps does an LEA take when a new private school opens?

AccordingtotheTitle | Equitable Services Non-Reqgulatory Guidance section A-16, "an LEAis notrequired
to provide equitable servicesin the current yearto eligible students who attend a new private schoolifthe
schoolopens afterthe LEA's deadlineforindicatinganintentto participateinTitle |l equitable services, but
theLEAmaydoso." Oncethe LEAbecomes aware of anew private schoolin your attendance area, you can
go ahead and make contact with themtobegindevelopingarelationship.Aninvitationcouldalsobe

extendedtothestaffforany professional developmentopportunitiesthat could be beneficial.
Division of Elementary & Secondary Education-Federal Programs 8
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LEAswillthen extend aninvitationto consult withthe private school officials during initial consultation time.

6. When should consultation take place?

Meaningful consultation mustbegin beforean LEA makes any decisionsthat affectthe opportunities for
eligible private school students, their teachers, and their families to participate, as well as before any

services areprovided. Anongoing consultation process should begin well beforethe start ofthe school

year,and should continue throughout the full implementation and evaluation of services provided to

private schools.

Theinitial consultation should begin generally at or near the beginning of each school year.

Remember, services for private school students should begin atthe sametime as services forpublicschool

studentsinordertobeequitable, presumablyatthestartoftheschoolyear(Title | Equitable Services Non-

Requlatory Guidance section C-20).In order for this to happen, allofthe necessary stepsneedtohave

taken placepriortothis. Youmightneedtomakeachangetothestudentrosteratthebeginningofthe

schoolyear, butthisshouldnotbe whenyouaredecidingwhatservices willbe offered.

Consultation should continue throughout the school year on the status of programs and services through
the evaluation process. Consultationisnotaonetimeevent. Itisan ongoing collaboration (ESEA
section 1117(b)(3)).

Division of Elementary & Secondary Education-Federal Programs 9
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7. Isthereasuggested consultationtimeline for LEAS?

School Year Suggested Consultation Timeline for LEAs

March/

April

Ongoing communications with private school officials about the status of current programs and

services.

Completeinitial plansfor programs and services forthe upcoming school year.

Identify additional eligible students that received services during the school year and update
data for next school year funding.

Consult with private school officials to identify students' and teachers' needs (based on
needs assessment), discuss services and estimated funding figures for next school year.

Report updated private school data in SIS cycle 6.

May

Ongoing communications with private school officials about the status of current programs and
services.

Assess student progress and evaluate program effectiveness.
Make suggestions for modifying programs that will be implemented in the next school year.

Fill out the AffirmationofConsultationwithPrivate Schools Officials form. It shouldbe
uploadedinIndistarinthe FormUploads folder for the year of services. (Ex. The consultation
form due in May of 2023 will be uploaded in the 23-24 Form Uploads folder.)

o Please submit one form for each private school, participating and nonparticipating.

June/

July

If part of the consultation process during the SY provide services to expand learning time,
including before- and after-school programs, summer school programs, etc.

Finalize any action related to program and services provided during the school year.
Initial consultation meeting.

Provide a general overview of programs that will be available to non-public students and
teachers in the next school year.

Identify additional private schools in your area that need to be contacted.

Contact private school officials to set up a consultation calendar for the upcoming school
year.

Division of Elementary & Secondary Education-Federal Programs
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August

Determine preliminary equitable services allocations based on number of eligible students

residinginTitlel attendance areas and total enroliment (please use prior year data
provided in the last Affirmation of Consultation with Private Schools Officials form).
Thisnumberwillbeenteredintothe preliminary budgetin Federal Grants Management.

Provide equitable services program funding figures to private school officials.

Establish service start date (the same as the public school start date).

Finalize roster of participating students.

Consult with private school officials to identify additional students' and teachers' eligible
for services and their needs (based on needs assessment).

Refer to FAQ Question 8 for an in-depth overview of what should be discussed during

initial consultation.

September/

March

Identify private schools that need to be contacted.
Contact private school officials to set up a consultation calendar for the upcoming school year.

Make needed changes to the student roster.

Beginservices.

Begin professional development and parentalinvolvement activities.

Consult with private school officials to identify additional students' and teachers' eligible

for services and their needs (based on needs assessment).

Ongoing communications with private school officials about the status of current programs and
services.

Conduct professional developmentand parentalinvolvement activities.

Conduct professional development and parental involvement activities.

Assess student progress and evaluate program effectiveness.

Make suggestions for modifying orimprovingthe programs.
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8. What should be discussed during consultation?

In order for an equitable services program to start at or near the beginning of the school year (the same
time as the public school start date), an LEA must complete initial consultation with private school officials,
collect poverty data and determine allocations, select students, design the Title | program, assign teachers
or engage an independent provider, and order supplies and materials. The following items should be

discussed during a consultation with private school officials:

o |dentification of children’s needs, connected tothe school'sneeds assessment.

¢ Whatservices will be offered. Services, including materials and equipment, must be secular,
neutral, and non-ideological.

o How, where, and by whom the services will be provided.

o How services are assessed and how the results of the assessment will be used to improve
those services.

e Thesizeand scope ofthe equitable services provided to eligible private school children, teachers,
and othereducational personnel.

e The proportionate share of funding allocated for services and how the funding isallocated is determined.

o How and when decisions about the delivery of services will be made and how the private school
will be notified of those decisions.

o Whether services shall be provided by the school district directly or through a separate
government agency, consortium, entity, or through a third-party contractor.

o Whether to provide equitable services to eligible private school children by pooling funds allocated
for theprogram’s purpose.

o Administrative costs of providing equitable services.

e Indirect costs.

e Servicesand activities forteachers of participating private school students.

e Familyengagementactivities for families of participating students or students receiving Title services.

e Anyfundsavailableforcarryover.

o Transfer of funds from one program to another and implications for private schools.

o Whatmethodsorsourcesofdatawillbeusedtodeterminethenumberofchildrenfromlow-

income families in participating school attendance areas who attend private schools for Title I.
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o How,if theLEAdisagreeswiththeviewsofthe privateschoolofficialsontheprovision of
services throughacontractor,the LEAwill provideinwritingtothe private school officialsan
analysisofthe reasonsforthe decision.

¢ When services will be provided (including the approximate time of day).

o Whetherto coordinate and use Title | funds for equitable services with other applicable Title programs.

The private school officials will need to collaborate with the LEA to determine needs and eligibility criteria.
This includessharingtheresultsoftheschool'sneeds assessmentorany otherusefuldata. Collaboration

also needs to occur when determining evaluation methods.

9. Ifaprivate school has declined services inthe past, does an

LEA still need to contact them every year?

YES.The Title | Equitable Services Non-Reqgulatory Guidance section A-17 states,"The LEAmustcontact

eachprivateschooleveryyearto determinethe privateschool'sintentto participateinTitlel programs.” Ifa
private schooldoesnotrespondto an LEA's request to consult, the LEA has no further responsibility to
provide equitable services to that school duringthat schoolyear. The LEA "mustbe ableto demonstrate
thatit made agoodfaith effort to contact all the privateschoolsinthedistrictandthoseoutsidethedistrict
thatmayenrolleligible private schoolstudents who reside in the district." (See Equitable Services FAQ
Question 3) LEA's need to make at least 3 attempts to contactthe private school. Keep alldocumentation of
attemptedcontacts(telephonelog, e-mails, certified mail,etc.)inyourrecords. The LEAwillstillneedto
uploadanAffirmationofConsultationformintoIndistarfor any private schoolsthatdonotrespond,

markingthe boxthatthe private schoolhas notrespondedtoyour good faith efforts.

10. Whatdocumentationis needed by an LEA?

Under ESEA Section 1117(b)(5), an LEA is required to maintain in its records a written affirmation signed by
officials of each private school. The ADE Affirmation of Consultation with Private School Officialsis also
requiredtobe uploadedintoIndistarinthe Upload Folderforthe correctyear. Forexample, the 2023-2024
form would be uploaded into the 2023-2024 Form Uploads Folder. This document is usually the first

document to be uploaded into the folder each year.
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The folder will not appear in the list of folders in the “Document Upload” page until atleastonedocument
isplacedintothatfolder. Whenyouclick “UploadaNew File,” you will select the next year’s Form Uploads

folder from the “Select Folder” drop-down menu.

An LEA should maintain detailed records of its efforts to engage with private school officials. The following

important documents should be kept on file, according to the Title | Equitable Services Non-Regulatory

Guidance section A-12:

¢ Copiesoflettersannually informingprivateschoolsoftherighttoparticipateintheTitle
programs, invitations sentto engage in consultation, as well as logs of follow-up phone calls and
any responses received.

¢ Notesindicatingtopicsdiscussedandanydecisions made during consultation. Retainmeeting
agendas and sign-in sheets.

e Documentationidentifying the needs of private school students, teachers, and families, as well
as allocationamountsforservices.

¢ Documentation of provided services, programs, and resources and how the program was evaluated
for effectiveness.Includecopiesofcontracts, purchaseorders,invoices, etc.

o Documentation of annual inventory of all property located in private schools. This should include
a description, amount, and location of all property, as well as the program and purpose of each
item. LEA’s must maintain ownership/control of all property and materials.

o Ifapplicable,adequately addressed complaints from private school officials.

11. How are allocations calculated?

Educational services and other benefits provided to private school students and educators must be equitable
incomparison to the benefits for public school students and educators [ESEA Section 1117(a)(3)(A)]. ESEA
Section 1117(a)(4)(A) requires an LEA to ensure that its expenditures for equitable services are equal to the
proportionoffunds generated by childrenfromlow-incomefamilies whoresidein participating Title|
public school attendance areas and attend private schools. They must also determine the proportional share
of Title | fundsavailable forequitable servicesforeligible private school children based onthetotalamount
of Title| fundsreceived by the LEA priorto any allowable expenditures or transfers of funds (See Equitable
Services FAQ Question 17).
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When determining preliminary and final allocation amounts, prior year data will beused.For example,in

planningfor school year 2023-2024 allocations,an LEA would use its data from the school year 2022-
2023 participating Title | public school attendance areas or schools and the number of children from low-
income families residing in those attendance areas using poverty data collected during the 2022-2023
schoolyear. Through consultation, the LEA may need to adjust the services it will provide to eligible private
schoolstudents accordingly without setting aside additionalfunds otherthanthose calculated while

doing the preliminary budget.

Title I, Part A Proportional Share Calculation Formula
1. Determinethetotalnumberof children from low-income families residing in each participating
public schoolattendance zone whoattend public AND private schoolsfrom prior year data.
2. Determine the overall proportion of these children who attend private schools.

3. Finally, determine the amount of funds available for equitable services based on that proportion of
the LEA’s total Title | allocation (ESEA section 1117(a)(4)(A)).

EXAMPLE-DETERMINING THE PROPORTIONAL SHARE OF $1,000,000 TITLE | ALLOCATION
# of Public School # of Private School Total # of
Low-Income Children Low-Income Children Low- Income Children
(Prior SY data) (Reside in LEA’s attendance
(Prior SY data)
3000 20 3020
Proportionate Share: 99% Proportionate Share: 1%
$993,377.48 $6,622.52
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Titlell &IV Equitable Services Calculation Formula

Titlelland Title IV allocations are determined using total enrollment of students in the private school,
regardless of their resident district. When determining preliminary allocation amounts, prior year data will be

used.

1. Determine the total LEA enrollment and private school enroliment from the data provided in the
prior school year Affirmation of Consultation with Private School Officials form data; add

together for combined total enroliment.
2. Subtractanyadmin costs fromthe total LEA allocation.
3. Determine a per pupil rate by dividing the LEA allocation by the total combined enrollment.

4. Multiplythe perpupilrate by the private school enrollmentto determinetheamount of funds

available forequitableservicesforTitlellorTitlelV.

EXAMPLE-DETERMINING TITLE Il & TITLE IV EQUITABLE SERVICES FUNDING

(A) Number of Students (prior year data) _

(A1) LEA Enrollment 15,600
(A2) Participating Private School Enroliment 400
(A3) Total Enroliment = A1 + A2 16,000
(B) Title Il or IV Allocation

(B1) Total LEA Allocation $200,000.00
(B2) Admin Cost -

(B3) LEA Allocation minus Admin Cost = B1 - B2
(C) Per Pupil Rate = Cost Per Child
(C1) Per Pupil = B3/A3

Equitable Services

$200,000.00

Amount LEA Must Reserve for Equitable Services = A2 x C1 $5,000.00
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Other ESEA Equitable Services Allocations

Equitable services allocations for other Title programs are based on eligibility.
o Titlel, Part C is based on the migratory status of eligible students.
o Titlelllis based onthe number of identified and served English Learners.

o UsethesameformulalistedforTitle Iland IV, but replace the total enroliment numbers of
public and private school students with total eligible EL public school students and total
eligible EL private school students.

o Title IV, Part Bis based onthe location of the private school within a21st Century Community

Learning Center attendance area.

12. How does an LEA determine the number of private school
childrenwhoarefromlow-incomefamiliesthatresideintheTitle

| public school attendance zone?

The ESEA permits an LEA to use the following methods to collect an accurate count of children from low-
incomefamilieswhoattend private schools (the Title | Equitable Services Non-Regulatory Guidance section

B-11):

1. Thesamemeasure of poverty usedto count public school children. If the same measure of poverty

used to count public school childrenis available for private school students (ex. Free and Reduced-

Price Lunch-FRPL)and producesanaccurate count,itisrecommendedtousethismeasure.

2. Comparable poverty data from a survey and allowing such survey results to be extrapolated if complete

actualdataareunavailable. Since many private schoolsdonotusethe FRPL program, asurveyto

collectdatacouldbeused.ASAMPLE Title| Non-Public FamilyIncome Surveyisavailable onthe Federal

Programs Private Schools website.

3. Comparablepovertydatafromadifferentsource. AnLEAmay usepoverty dataforprivateschool

childrenthatarefromadifferentsourcethanthedataitusesforpublicschoolchildrenaslongas

the income threshold in both sources is generally the same.
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4. Proportionality. An LEA may apply the low-income percentage of each participating Title | public

school attendance area to the number of private school children who reside in that school

attendance area to derive the number of private school children from low-income families.

5. Anequated measure. An LEA may use an equated measure of low-income by correlating sources of
data-that is, determining the proportional relationship between two sources of data on public

school children and applying that ratio to a known source of data on private school children.

During consultation with private school officials, determine which method will be used to collect poverty
data. TheLEAhasthefinalauthorityto make the decision (ESEAsection1117(c)(1)).

13. How does an LEA choose private school students to

participate intheTitlel program?

Once the proportional share has been determined for equitable services, private school students need to be
chosen to participate in the Title | program. The LEA and private school officials will work together to
determinemultiple,educationallyrelated, objectivecriteriatodeterminewhich private schoolstudentsare
eligible forservices. Criteriacould include achievement tests, teacherreferrals and recommendations, grades,
and other educationally related criteria. From the list of eligible students, those in greatest academic need

will beidentified to receive services (Title | Equitable Services Non-Requlatory Guidance section C-1 to C-

5). Thelow-income students who generate the funding for equitable services may or may not be the most at-

risk students who receive services aspovertyisnotacriterionforeligibility of services.

14. How can equitable services fundsbe used?

Whendetermininguse offundsforequitable services, make collaborative decisionsbased onthe private
school's needs assessment. The supplement, not supplant rule must be applied to all Title services. An LEA
remainsincontrol ofthefederalfunds and maintainstitletomaterials, equipment, and property purchased
with such funds. LEAs should label property and equipment placed in private schools. These materials must
be returnedtothe LEAwhenaprogramendsorwhentheyarenolongerneededtooperatethe program.
Private school officials need to work with the LEA prior to any obligation of funds and to arrange for billing
and paymentofservices, activities,and materials. The LEAmay wishtoreimburse anindividual(s)for
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costs associatedwithservicesand professionaldevelopmentorthey maypaythecostsdirectly. Private
schools CANNOT be reimbursed for costs. All activities, including conferences, should be preapproved and
the costs mustbereasonable, necessary,andtiedtothe private school'sneedsassessment. The LEAsand
private school officials should continue ongoingcommunicationthroughouttheyeartostayuptodateon

useoffundsand account balances.

Title | Services

Services may include, but are not limited to, the following:

¢ Instructional services and tutoring provided by public school employees or third-party contractors
e Expandedlearningtime,including before-and after-school programs

e Summer school programs

o Family literacy programs for families of participating students or students receiving Title services

¢ Counselingand/ormentoringprograms

e Computer-assisted instruction

e Tutoring

e Instructionusingtake-homecomputers

e Equipmentandinstructional materials and supplies to assist with services

e Anycombination of the above

Any equipment, materials, or supplies purchased must be reserved only for the use of the Title | teacher

to servethosestudentsreceiving Title I services.

Title | services may only be provided to the grades that are being served at the Title | public school. For
example,iftheTitlelpublicschoolattendanceareaservesgradesK-5, aprivateschool6thgraderwould

not be eligible for services.

Remember, in order to meet the equitable services requirements under Title I, an LEA can not simply
provide a private school with ONLY instructional materials and supplies. Services should be equitableto
publicschools. Whendealing withasmallbudget, this can be challenging. Referto Equitable Services FAQ

Question 18forideas forasmallbudget.
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Refer to the list below for some examples of services provided under Title I

Orderanonlineteaching subscription programforthe private school studentsthatincludesa
diagnostic assessment soitisindividualized to each student. This can be the same program

being offeredtothe LEA'spublicschoolstudents. Examplesincludei-Ready, Lexia,andKhan
Academy.

Provide professional development for private school teachers (only for teachers with Title |
students) that meets their needs assessment. This can be especially beneficial if no Title | services
are being used.

Inquire about any possible retired private school teachers (that meet certification and licensure
requirements)who couldbehiredfortutoringand/orinterventionduringtheday orafter

school.

Hire a private school teacher to provide Title | services, as long as the services occur outside of the
time heorsheisemployed by the private school. The private schoolteacher would be underthe
direct supervisionofthe LEAwithrespecttoall Title I services (ESEA section1117(d)(2)).

Purchase materialsnecessarytoassiststudents withincreasingtheirachievement

(computers, calculators, etc.).

Title 1l Services

LEAs must consult with private school officials located within their respective attendance zone to identify the

needsofeligible privateschoolstudentsandteachersconsistentwiththerequirementsinsection8501 of

ESEA.

Allactivities, including conferences, should be preapproved andthe costs mustbereasonable,
necessary, and tied to the private school's professional development plan that is based on their

needs assessment.

Funds may be used to provide professional development activities for teachers, principals, and
other schoolleaders, as well as materials to support professional development.
Anyotheruseofthesefundsforthebenefitof private school participantsmustbeanallowable
local use of Title Il, Part Afunds under the authorizing state (ESEA Section 2103(b)(3)).

An LEA mightinvite private school teachers and leaders to participate in professional development
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that the public schoolis attending or hosting. If the private school's needs are different fromthe
public school's, the LEA can work with private school officials for staff to attend separate
professional development opportunities.

FundsmayNOT beusedforclasssizereduction.

Before making the decision to transfer Title Il funds, LEAs MUST consult with private schools.

TitlelV, PartAServices

LEAs must consult with private school officials located within their respective attendance zone to identify the

needsofeligible privateschoolstudentsandteachersconsistentwiththerequirementsinsection8501 of

ESEA.Title IV, Part Aservices for equitable services follow the same three content areas for student support

and academic enrichment, asfollows:

Well-Rounded Education: Provide enriched curriculum and educational experiencesto all students.
Safe and Healthy Students: Improve conditions for student learning.
Effective Use of Technology: Improve the use of technology in order to improve the

academic achievement and digital literacy of all students.

There is no requirement that the portion an LEA spends for equitable services separately meet the

distribution requirementsinTitle IV, PartA(i.e., noless than 20 percent for well-rounded education, no

lessthan 20 percent for safe and healthy students, and some portion for effective use of technology).

Examples of use of funds for Title IV, Part A include, but are not limited to:

Instruction in music, art, and language programs

Robotics and engineering programs

STEM competitions

3D printer, along with thecurriculumtouseit

Field trips and museum programs tied to instruction

Counseling and mental health services

Social-emotional learning

Training and professional development for teachers in any of the content areas
Studenthealth/PE equipment

Speakersonsafety and healthy, drug-free environments
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LEAs MUST consult with private schools before making the decision to transfer Title IV-A funds.

Other Title Services

Other Title programs (Title |, Part C, Title lll, and Title IV, Part B) are available to eligible students enrolled in
private schoolslocatedinthe areaserved by the ESEA program. Since notallLEAs receive these grants, they
may be restricted based on the purpose of the ESEA program. Where funding and resources may limit the
number of children who can participate in the program, the LEA must consult with private school officials on
this matter. (ESEA sections 8501(a)(1) and 8501(b)(2).

15. May an LEA set deadlines for submission of requests

from private school officials for services and materials?

Yes. LEAs may set a time limit for submission of requests for services and materials by private school officials if:
o TheLEAhasprovided clearand sufficient notice of the deadlines.
o TheLEAhasidentified potential consequences for not meeting the deadlines.

o TheLEAhasgiven adequate time for private school officials to gather the data and respond.

Ifthe deadlineisnotmetand no obstaclesformeeting the deadline have been communicated by private
schoolofficials,the LEA caninformthe private school officialsthat this could be considered asthe private
school declining services. If there has been ongoing consultation throughout the year and a solid

relationship hasbeendeveloped, though, thiscaneasilybeavoided (Title | Equitable Services Non-

Requlatory Guidance section B-31).

16. Can an LEA carryover equitable services funds?

"FundsallocatedtoanLEAforeducational services and otherbenefitsto eligible private school children,
teachers and other educational personnel, and families must be obligated in the fiscal year for which the
funds are received by the LEA." (ESEA sections 1117(a)(4)(B) and 8501 (a)(4)(B)).
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Every effort should be made to provide equitable services in the fiscal year for which the funds were
appropriated in order to ensure services are being offered in a timely manner. An LEA may continue to
obligate fundsgeneratedforequitableservicesfor the previousschoolyearduringthesummerafterthe
schoolyear endsandatthestartofthenextschoolyear,aslongastheobligations occurby September 30,

which is end ofthe federalfiscalyear.

"There may be extenuating circumstances, however, in which an LEA is unable to obligate all funds within this
timeframeinaresponsible manner. Underthese circumstances, the funds may remain availableforthe
provision of equitable services under the respective program during the subsequent school year. In
determininghow suchcarryoverfundswillbe used, the LEAmustconsult with appropriate private school
officials." (ESEA section 1117(b) and 8501(c)).

If services were delayed due to an extenuating circumstance leaving some funds unobligated, then the LEA
must use those funds for equitable services in the affected private school the following year.-For-more

information on carryover please refer to Title | Equitable Services Non-Regulatory Guidance section B -27

to B-31 & Title VIl Equitable Services Non-Regulatory Guidance section B-9 to B-12.

17. What are the laws for transferring funds?

ESEAsection5103 gives LEAsflexibilitytotransferfundsfromTitlell, Part Aand Title IV, Part Ainto, for
example, Title |, Part A. Before making the decision to transfer funds, LEAs MUST consult with private school

officials in order to give due consideration to their views. The final decision to transfer funds lies with the LEA.

IffundsaretransferredintoTitlel,thenthosefundsare subjecttothe proportional sharefor

equitable services. Forexample, ifan LEA'sinitial Title | allocation was $750,000, and the LEA decides
totransfer

$250,000fromTitleIV,PartA,the LEAwouldcalculatetheTitle | proportionalsharebased ontheallocation
afterthetransfer,$1,000,000. Iffundsaretransferred, the LEAmust provideservicestopublicandprivate
school students and teachers in accordance with all of the requirements of the program(s) to which and

from which the funds are transferred.
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Keep in mind, LEAs are not able to transfer funds into the Title | program solely to provide services for
private schoolstudents. Also, LEAsmaynotretainfundsinaprogramfromwhichittransfersfundstoTitlel

solelyto provideequitable servicesunderthatprogram (ESEAsection5103(e)(1)).

18. How cana small budget be maximized?

Intheruralareas of Arkansas, oneissue alot of LEAs faceis working withavery small budget forequitable
services. As stated earlier, simply providing a private school with instructional materials and supplies using
Title [funds doesnotmeetequitable servicesrequirements (ESEAsection1117(a)(1)(A), (@)(3)(A)). There are

many options available, though, in order to use those funds in the most efficient and effective ways.

Provide Title | Services Other Than Direct Instruction

Whenthefundsallocated for private school children is not sufficientto provide quality direct instructional
services, the LEA needs to consult with private school officials to decide if other services would be
appropriate to assistthose childrenidentified as mostatrisk. Other servicesinclude counseling, activities
forstaffto improve instruction, and parent engagement activities. Even if the LEA is not providing direct
instruction, they must still assess the services and measure the academic achievement of the
participating students (ESEA section 1117(a)(1)(A), (b)(1)(D)).

Coordinate Funds with Other Title Programs

Another great way to maximize asmall budgetisto use Title | Fundsin coordination with eligible funds

available for equitable services from other programs covered under Title VIII. If the amount of funds available

to each program is not enough to provide adequate services in each program alone, coordinating services

among each program could impact those most at-risk eligible students.

An LEA with limited funds could:
o UseTitlefunds to provide instructional services to eligible Title | private school students.
e UseTitle Il funds to provide professional development to the teachers of those eligible students,

rather than all teachers at the private school.
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o UseTitlelllfundstoimprove the English proficiency of English learners among those
participating students.

o UseTitleIVfundsto provide counseling services to the most at-risk eligible students.

This is a great way to provide the best services possible to those most at-risk students. Keep in mind, the

funds must stillbe used for allowable activities under each program.

Pooling Funds

Many LEAs provide equitable services onaschool-by-schoolbasis. Whenthatbudgetis small, orwhenan
LEA services smallnumbers of studentsin multiple private schools, poolingisan option. Each private
school involvedinthe poolmustagreeduringconsultation;itcanmtbeadecisionsolelymadebythe LEA.
AnLEA may provide equitable services to eligible private school children with Title | funds by:
o Poolingwithinan LEA: Pool Title | funds generated by children from low-income families who reside
in participating Title | public school attendance areas and attend private schools that are part of a
group of private schools.
o PoolingacrossLEAs:WhenmultipleLEAsserveeligible TitleIstudentsthatattendthe same
private school, pooling those funds among LEAs could be a way to provide more robust services

forthose low-achieving private school children inthe greatest needs.

For more information on pooling funds, refer to the Title | Equitable Services Non-Requlatory Guidance section B

-8 & Title VIII Equitable Services Non-Requlatory Guidance section B-13 to B-16.

Other Ideas

Working with a small budget will take ongoing collaboration between the LEA and private school officials
in order to provide the most effective services. Other ideas to consider when dealing with a small budget
are:
o UseTitlelfundsforprofessional developmentratherthandirect services forthe private school
teachersthat are teaching those eligible Title | students. The professional development needs to

be connectedtotheprivateschool'sneedsassessment.
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¢ Create aplan during consultation in which the private school takes ownership of overseeing an
online subscription purchased with Title | funds to be used by eligible students. Write inthe plan
that a teacheris responsible for overseeing the online program the students are using.

o Directinstructioncouldstillbe provided, butthetimeinwhichthe studentsreceivethe
instruction mightbelimitedtoonceaweekoronceamonthinordertobecovered bythefunds

available.

19. Do Titlelfundshavetobeusedforparentand

family engagementactivities forequitable services?

IfanLEA'sTitlelallocationislessthan $500,000, theyarenotrequiredtouseaportionofthe proportional
shareforequitableservicesforparentandfamilyengagement. During consultation with private school
officials, though, anagreementcanbe madetostillreserveaportion ofthat proportional shareforthose

services. The amount would be determined during consultation.

IfanLEA'sTitlelallocationexceeds $500,000, ESEAsection1116(a)(3)(A) requiresthatatleast 1% bereserved
and spent on parent and family engagement activities. This requirement would also apply to the
proportional shareforequitableservicestoensurethatparentsandfamilies of private schoolchildren

participate,onan equitable basis, in such services and activities (ESEA section 1117(a)(1)(B).

Examples of parentand family engagement activities for families of identified studentsinclude: parent

meetings, parent-teacher conferences, communication between the Title [ teachers and parents on students’

academic progress, parenteducation, parenttraining activities on howtowork athome with childrenon
contentandskills,reasonableaccesstoTitlelstafftoreceiveinformationabouttheirchild'sprogress,and
private school parent representation on a district-wide private school working group. Light refreshments may

be included, as appropriate, in order to facilitate attendance at these activities.
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20. Whatdoes an LEA needto doinIndistar and Federal Grants

Management?

Indistar: Affirmation of Consultation with Private Schools Officials Form

TheAffirmationof Consultationwith Private School formneedstobeuploadedintolndistarin
the correct Form Upload folder. (Ex. The 23-24 Consultation Form should be uploaded in the 23-24
Form Uploadsfolder.)

This document is usually the first document to be uploaded into the Form Upload folder each year
in Indistar. Thefolderwillnotappearinthelist of foldersinthe “Document Upload” page until at
least onedocumentis placedintothatfolder.Whenyouclick “UploadaNewFile,” youwill select
thenext year’s Form Uploads folder from the “Select Folder” drop-down menu.

May 1stof eachyear is the deadline for the Private School Consultation Form to be uploaded. (Ex.
May 1, 2023 is the deadline for the 23-24 Consultation Form to be uploaded.)

The Private School Data collected on the consultation form will be the most current data
provided during the ongoing consultation throughout the school year. It should include all
eligible students in that private school. Private School data collected during the SY 2022-
2023 and provided to DESE in the Affirmation of Consultation with private school officials
form on May 1, 2023, should match what is entered in FGM for SY 2023-2024 preliminary
budget.

Federal Grants Management (FGM): Preliminary Budget

Oncepreliminary Title allocations are posted (around August 1), Federal Grants Management (FGM)
will be open for submission for 30 days.

The equitable services allocationamountin FGM will be pre-generated from the prioryear'sfinal
budget numbers that were entered. Then, LEA should update the private school data using
the data provided on the prior school year Affirmation of Consultation with Private School
Officials, which should be based on the prior year’s data of eligible private school children, their

teachers, and their families served.
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e If no equitable services were offered the previous year, the allocation amount will not pre-
generate, showing zero. The LEA will need to use the calculation formulas to determine equitable

service allocations.Contact the Equitable ServicesprogramadvisoratADEifyouneedassistance.

¢ Tomakethesechanges in FGM, please follow the steps below:
o TitlelBudget:

n  LEAswillclick “AlterPrerequisites.”

s LEAswillthenclick onthe buttonlabeled ESSA Private School Enrolimentto
enter current low-income private school numbers from the prior school year
Affirmation of Consultation with Private School Officials data.

n  Clicktheblue“+”signtoenterthe number of low-income privateschool
studentsfor eachschoolbuilding.

n Ifthe LEA has no private school students to enter, click the green check mark.

o Titlelland IV Budgets:

n Underthe Equitable Services section, the LEA will enter the K-12 total enroliment of
students at participating private schools using the prior school year Affirmation of
Consultation with Private School Officials data. (This number will be different
fromthe numberenteredintheTitle|budget.)

o TitlelllBudgets:

n Underthe Equitable Services section, the LEA will enter the total number of EL

students at participating private schools using the prior school year Affirmation of

Consultation with Private School Officials data.

Federal Grants Management (FGM): Final Budget

¢ FGM will open for final budget submission in February after final allocations have been determined.

¢ Thedeadlineforfinalbudgetsubmissionis April 1* or the Monday afterthe 1% if it falls ona
weekend day.

e Private school data will be generated from the amounts entered from prior year data during
preliminary budgets. This datawill not needtobeupdated at this point since allocation is
always calculated based on prior year numbers. Any data update on new eligible student for

that school year will included in the Affirmation of Consultation with Private School Officials
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and in FGM during the preliminary budget. Please, remember that services can be provided

even if the student was not counted before.

21. What steps does a private school official take when they

have anequitableservicescomplaint?

Developing positive relationships between the LEA and private school officials should create an environment
where concernsand complaints can be handled accordingly. The private school official should address
concernsand complaintstothe LEAin an attempt to solve any problems.If acomplaintcanmtbe
resolved, privateschoolofficialshavetherighttofileacomplaintwiththe SEAiftheythinkthatthe LEAhas
notengaged inconsultationthat was meaningfuland timely, has not given due considerationtothe views
ofthe private schoolofficial,orhasnotmade adecisionthattreatsthe private school students equitably

(ESEAsection 1117(b)(6)(A)). Thesecomplaints willgotothe Equitable Services Ombudsman, April Jarvis.

o Elizabeth Gomez, Equitable Services Ombudsman
Phone: 501-682-5295

Email: elizabeth.gomez@ade.arkansas.gov

o Refertothe Equitable Services Ombudsman website forthe complaint, resolution and
appeals process, aswellastoaccessacomplaintform:

https://dese.ade.arkansas.qov/Offices/Office-of-Special-Education-and-Federal-

Program/federal-programs/federal-programs-ombudsman-equitable-services

22. CanTitlelequitable services funds cross statelines?

Yes, since the money follows the child, an LEA should contact private schools that are over state lines IF they
havereasontobelievethattheyhave studentsthatliveintheirattendance zone but attendthose private
schools. In this case, pooling those Title | funds with the LEA where the private school is located could be an

optioninorderforthatLEAtoprovidetheserviceswithmoreease.
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23. Are private schools required to hold an annual Title |

meeting for parents?

No. This is only a requirement for public schools.

24. Are charter schools required to consult with private
schools and submit an Affirmation of Consultation with

Private Schools Form?

Inmost cases, no.

Sincecharterschools do nothave asetattendance area, the private schools willbe contactedbythe
publicschool LEAthathasasetattendancearea, notthe charterschools. However, ifa charterschoolis
applyingforandreceivinga21st Century Community Learning Centers (CCLC) grant, ESEA requiresthe
charterschoolto consult with private schools and submitaconsultationform. Inthiscase, the charter
schoolwouldreachouttothe privateschoolsthatarelocatedinthe LEA’sattendanceareainwhich the
charter schoolis located. Private schools would be entitled to 21st CCLC services rather than an allocation of

funds.
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Resources

Sample ADE Affirmation of Consultation with Private Schools. Refer to the Commissioner’s Memo

or theFederal Programs Private Schools website.

Arkansas Department of Education Affirmation of Consultation Information Sheet. LEAs can give this
to private school officials to help explain each Title program and provide information on who is

eligible for each program. Refer to the annual Commissioner’s Memo or the Federal Programs Private

Schools

website

ADE List of Known Arkansas Private Schools by County. LEAs may use this list to help determine
which schools they need to contact. If an LEA knows of any private school in their attendance zone
that is not on the list, please contact the Equitable Services Program Advisor. This list will be updated

annually. Referto the annual Commissioner’s Memo orthe Federal Programs Private Schools

website
Arkansas Public Schools and Districts Boundaries Map:

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=5e7a6d86fdc94b6f99b430eadbc43048

Sample Title | Non-Public Family Income Survey. This survey may be used if needed to collect an
accurate count of children from low-income families who attend private schools. This sample

survey will be updated annually to reflect accurate data. Refer to theFederal Programs Private

Schools

website

U.S. Department of Education Office of Non-Public Education Website:

https://www?2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/non-public-education/index.html
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e Titlel,PartAofthe ElementaryandSecondary Education Actof1965,as Amendedbythe Every
Student Succeeds Act: Providing Equitable Services to Eligible Private School Children, Teachers, and
Families Updated Non-Regulatory Guidance; May 17,2023:
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2023/05/Title-1-ES-guidance-revised-5-2023.pdf

o Title VIIl, Part F of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as Amended by the Every
StudentSucceeds Act: Equitable Services for Eligible Private School Children, Teachers,and Other
Educational Personnel Non-Regulatory Guidance; July 17,2023:

https://www?2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/non-public-education/files/esea-titleviii-guidance-2023.pdf

¢ Bornel,Claude.Serving Private School Students, Families and Teachers: A Compliance Guide for Title |
Practitioners. LRP Publications, 2020.

o Arkansas Department of Education Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) Spending
Handbook for ESEA/ESSA Funds 2022-2023:
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Files/DESE Spending Handbook for ESA ESSA Funds 2022-2023 PS

A.pdf

o EducationDepartment General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR)and OtherApplicable Grant
Regulations: https://www2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarRea/edgar.html
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