
Chat feature is no longer
available. As a result, we’re
unable to respond.

Questions will be answered via
the Q&A box and a FAQ Sheet
that will be posted to the OEC
website.

Submit your questions early.

Please use the Q&A Box to
submit any questions.
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Special Needs

Definition

The Special Needs Designation is available for children
who have a condition that has lasted or is expected to
last at least two (2) years, as diagnosed by a licensed
medical or psychological practitioner. 

This designation also applies to children determined
eligible for services under the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), Parts C or B, who have a current
Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) or Individualized
Education Program (IEP).
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Special Needs

Eligibility Criteria

The applicant (casehead) must have physical custody of the
child under the age of nineteen (19) who is physically or
mentally unable to care for themselves.

The applicant must provide medical and/or other
documentation verifying the child’s condition, including a
description of the Special Needs Level of Care required to
meet the child’s needs (see Level of Care definitions below).

If the child is eligible under IDEA, a copy of the current IEP or
IFSP must be submitted.

Applicants who are not currently eligible under IDEA must be
referred to the appropriate IDEA Part B or Part C program for
evaluation.
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Waitlist and Priority Consideration
When a waitlist is in effect, expedited priority will be
granted to children with a Level Two (2) or Level Three (3)
Special Needs designation, as these children may require
additional staff or specialized support to meet their
educational needs.

Children with a Level One (1) designation will remain on the
waitlist but will not receive the expedited priority
consideration.
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Defend the Spend

Defend the Spend

Effective February 2026, OEC will implement random
attendance verification.

Selected facilities must upload attendance records for
the specified date to their SRA Digital Locker.

OEC will review records against submitted billing,
correct any discrepancies prior to payment, and notify
facilities if additional action or Technical Assistance is
needed.
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Waitlist Eligibility
Recertification

OES is preparing to update and purge our current waitlist to ensure that all information
on file is accurate and up to date. As part of this process, each family on the waitlist will
receive both an email and a Notice of Action (NOA) explaining what is required to
maintain their position.
To remain on the waitlist, families must upload the following documentation to the digital
locker in SRA:

1.Proof of eligibility activity:
a. If working, School Readiness Verification of Earnings Form (last 30 days required)
b. If a student, Current School Schedule/Enrollment Information

2.Any change to address and/contact information
3.Any change to Household

Please note:
All documents must be submitted in the SRA digital locker by the deadline indicated
on the Notice of Action.
Failure to provide the required documentation will result in removal from the waitlist.

If clarification or additional assistance is needed, families may contact the assigned
Early Childhood Program Specialist listed on the notice of action.
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