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MREVICE A

l. Call to Order
The May 21, 2026, Regular Meeting of the Charter Authorizing Panel (CAP) was called to
order by Dr. Sonja Wright-McMurray, Chair, at 9:00 a.m.

Presentin person were:
e Chair Dr. Sonja Wright-McMurray,
e Dr.JohnBacon,
e Mpr. Phillip Baldwin,
e Dr.Tina Moore,
e Ms. Edie Stewart,
e Dr. Crystal Beshears-Duncan.

Absent:
Ms. Toyce Newton.

Ill. Changes to Agenda:
None

lll. Action Agenda

1. Fort Smith School District Conversion Charter Application for the Global Innovation
Academy

Superintendent Martin Mahan of the Fort Smith School District, along with staff
members, Brigadier General (Ret.) Chip Brown Jr., Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kellie Minton,
Director of Elementary Education Dr. Kimberly Starr, and Bonneville Elementary School



Principal Mrs. Donna Jones, appeared before the panel to present the district's application for
Global Innovation Academy.

After discussion and questions from the panel, it was moved by Mr. Phillip Baldwin to
approve the Fort Smith Global Innovation Academy for a five-year term with the condition that

the enrollment rubric is not to be used as a condition of acceptance into the Fort Smith Global
Innovation Academy.

The motion was seconded by Dr. John Bacon. The motion passed unanimously.

2. Renewal of Existing Charter for Arkansas Connections Academy

Superintendent Nicole Stephens of the Arkansas Connections Academy along with staff
members, High School Principal Erin Lieblong, K-8 Principal Savannah Mizell, Director of
Student Success Jessica Peresta, Director of Student Accountability Brenda Chamness,
Director of Special Populations Beth Lee, School Board President Dennis Beck, and Pearson
Partner Laura Johnson, appeared before the panel to renew the school’s charter which expires

June 30, 2026. :
After discussion and questions from the panel, it was moved by Dr. Crystal Beshears-

Duncan to renew the charter for a period of five years through June 30, 2031, with the following
condition:

1. Arkansas Connection Academy will participate in quarterly Charter School Unit (CSU)
check-ins to monitor implementation and progress.

2. Arkansas Connection Academy will administer the ATLAS Interim Assessment as a
mandator measure to ensure consistent data analysis and provide immediate reporting
to CSU in support of accountability.

The motion was seconded by Dr. Tina Moore. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Consideration of School Improvement Plan- Future School of Fort Smith

Superintendent Boyd Logan of the Future School of Fort Smith appeared before the panel via
Zoom to present the school improvement plan for the Future School of Fort Smith.

After discussion and questions from the panel it was moved by Ms. Edie Stewart to approve
the school improvement plan with the following conditions:

1. Accept the Future School of Fort Smith’'s comprehensive improvement plan, submitted
May 1, with the condition that the school participate in quarterly check-ins with the CSU
team during the 2026-27 school year to monitor implementation and sustainability.

2. Future School of Fort Smith will administer the ATLAS Interim Assessment as a
mandatory measure to ensure consistent data analysis and provide immediate reporting
to CSU in support of accountability.



The motion was seconded by Dr. John Bacon. The motion passed unanimously.

4. Renewal of Existing Charter for Future School of Fort Smith

Superintendent Boyd Logan of the Future School of Fort Smith appeared before the panel
via Zoom to renew the school's charter which expires June 30, 2026. After discussion and
questions from the panel it was moved by Mr. Phillip Baldwin to renew the charter for a period of
three years, through June 30, 2029.

The motion was seconded by Dr. Crystal Beshears-Duncan. The motion passed unanimously.

5. Consideration of School Improvement Plan-Garfield Scholars Academy

School Director Cheryl Harrison along with School Board Member Joy Sawyer, School
Board President Dr. Melanie Kennon, appeared before the panel to present the school’'s
improvement plan.

After discussion and questions from the panel it was moved by Dr. Tina Moore to accept
the school's improvement plan with the following conditions:
1. The school will participate in quarterly check-ins with the CSU team to monitor progress
and sustainability.
2. The school will administer the ATLAS Interim Assessment as a mandatory measure to
ensure consistent data analysis and provide immediate reporting to CSU in support of
accountability.

The motion was seconded by Ms. Edie Stewart. The motion passed unanimously.

6. Consideration of School Improvement Plan- Friendship Aspire Academy Schools

Superintendent Phong Tran of the Friendship Aspire Academy Schools, along with
Academic Director Ms. Toni Dickerson appeared before the panel to present the school’s
improvement plan for:

Friendship Aspire Academy-Downtown Pine Bluff

Friendship Aspire Academy-Hazel Street Pine Bluff

Friendship Aspire Academy-Little Rock Elementary

Friendship Aspire Academy- North Little Rock Elementary

After discussion and questions from the panel it was moved by Dr. John Bacon to accept
the school’'s improvement plans for the four schools listed above with the following conditions:
1. Friendship Aspire Academy participates in quarterly CSU check-ins to monitor
implementation and progress.
2. Friendship Aspire Academy administers the ATLAS Interim Assessment as a mandatory
measure to ensure consistent data analysis and provide immediate reporting to the CSU
in support of accountability.



The motion was seconded by Dr. Crystal Beshears-Duncan. The motion passed unanimously.

IV. Consent Agenda

1. Minutes
It was moved by Ms. Edie Stewart to approve the minutes of the April 16, 2026, Charter
Authorizing Panel Meeting. The motion was seconded by Dr. Crystal Beshears-Duncan. The

motion passed unanimously.

V. Reports

Mr. Freddie Scott reported to the Charter Authorizing Panel on the status of pre-opening
activities and readiness for the following schools approved to open in the 2026-27 school year:

e Arkansas Executive Prep Academy
e |OTA Leadership Academy
¢ Pinecrest Academy-Roselawn.

Dr. Sarper Turker reported to the Charter Authorizing Panel about the closing of Founders

Classical Academy of West Little Rock and the Scott Charter School scheduled to close at the
end of the 2025-2026 school year.

V. Public Comments
There were no public comments.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:31 p.m.

The next meeting of the Charter Authorizing Panel is scheduled for June 17-18, 2026.
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