
Chat feature is no longer
available. As a result, we’re
unable to respond.

Questions will be answered via
the Q&A box and a FAQ Sheet
that will be posted to the OEC
website.

Submit your questions early.

Please use the Q&A Box to
submit any questions.
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OEC Fast Facts
The OEC Fast Facts provides a monthly snapshot of data across multiple programs to include information on
enrollment, licensed child care sites, and program finances.



OEC Monthly Provider CallOEC Monthly Provider CallProcurement DatesProcurement Dates

Dr. Chris Barnes

Year End System UpdatesYear End System Updates



OEC Monthly Provider CallOEC Monthly Provider Call

Dr. Chris Barnes



OEC Monthly Provider CallOEC Monthly Provider CallProcurement DatesProcurement Dates

Dr. Chris Barnes

Market Rate SurveyMarket Rate Survey



Request for Proposals: Arkansas Child Care Market Rate Survey & Cost Study

Arkansas has released a Request for Proposals (RFP) to hire a contractor to complete a statewide child care
market rate survey and cost study. Award is expected in August 2026.

What is the study for?
To meet federal Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) requirements
To understand current private-pay child care rates across Arkansas
To better understand the actual cost of providing child care in Arkansas

How will it be used?
To support review of child care subsidy payment rates
To compare market prices charged to families with the real cost of
operating child care programs
To help ensure state decisions are based on current, Arkansas-specific
data
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CLASS Transition Quality Payments
OEC will distribute one-time CLASS Transition Quality Payments to providers using federal Preschool  Development

Grant (PDG) funds. Payments will be made on a per-provider basis, tiered according to CLASS  certification status and
participation in CLASS observations.

Tentative Payment Timeline

Date Activity

Early Summer 2026 Tier 1 & Tier 2 payments distributed

Late Summer 2026 Tier 3 & Tier 4 payments distributed,
contingent on available funds

Late Fall 2026 Any remaining funds distributed to  Tier
3 & Tier 4



CLASS Transition Quality Payments
Allowable Use of Funds: CLASS Transition Quality Payments are intended to support meaningful, lasting

improvements in early childhood program quality and must be expended on eligible activities outlined  below.

Allowable Activities
Description Examples

High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM): Adoption of curriculum aligned to quality
standards Approved HQIM from the updated OEC list

Materials to support High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM) Implementation:
Supplies, resources, and tools that directly support the use of HQIM Manipulatives or books that directly support HQIM

Professional Development: Trainings, workshops, and learning opportunities for staff Registration to a conference on behavioral support; online or in-
person training on HQIM implementation or adult-child interactions.

Credentialing: Support for staff to obtain or maintain professional credentials or
certifications

Certification exam fees; certification renewal fees; course enrollment
fees

Quality Enhancement Items: Purchases and activities that directly support or improve
program quality Library books to advance literacy, which is a specific quality goal

Incentives for Quality Improvement: Recognition and rewards tied to measurable
improvements in program quality

Classroom supply award given to a teacher who met the quality  score
goal

Non-Allowable Activities
Gift Cards: Gift cards of any kind, regardless of purpose
Staff Meals: Lunches, catered events, or food purchased for staff
Bonuses: Staff bonuses or supplemental compensation payments
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Measles

Arkansas Department of Health
DPHP Outbreak Prevention &
Response Branch
May 2026

Image Source:   About Measles | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/about/


Measles is a highly
contagious virus that can
lead to serious
complications. 
On average, those who
become infected typically
begin to show symptoms 7-
14 days after exposure. 

First symptoms typically are
high fever, dry cough, runny
nose, and red, watery eyes.
Koplik spots, tiny white spots
inside the mouth, do not
always develop.  
Maculopapular rash spreads
top down.

Measles

Measles Symptoms and Complications | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/index.html


Maculopapular rash 

What does measles look like?

https://www.immunize.org/clinical/image-library/measles/ 

Koplik spots 

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/photos.html#cdc_generic_section_2-koplik-
spots 

https://www.immunize.org/clinical/image-library/measles/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/photos.html#cdc_generic_section_2-koplik-spots
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/photos.html#cdc_generic_section_2-koplik-spots


Typical symptom progression

https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/immunization/vpd_surveillance/lab_networks/measles_rubella/manual/chapter-1.pdf?sfvrsn=f7f1fc1d_2

37⁰C = 98.6⁰ F
38⁰C = 100.4⁰F
39⁰C = 102.2⁰F
40⁰C = 104⁰F

https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/immunization/vpd_surveillance/lab_networks/measles_rubella/manual/chapter-1.pdf?sfvrsn=f7f1fc1d_2


Contact with an Infected Person
Contact with Air
Droplets

Measles is an airborne virus.

How Measles Spreads | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/causes/index.html


Measles can live for up to
2 hours in an airspace

after an infected person
leaves the area. 

How Measles Spreads | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/causes/index.html


Measles can be serious in
all age groups.
Several groups who are
particularly at risk include:

Children younger than 5 years
old
Adults older than 20 years old
Pregnant women
People with weakened
immune systems, such as
leukemia or HIV infection

Who is at risk for severe
measles?

Measles Symptoms and Complications | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/index.html


Hospitalization
Pneumonia
Encephalitis
Death 
Complications during
pregnancy 

Immune Amnesia 
Many deaths related to
measles are due to secondary
infections.
Immune amnesia occurs when
the immune system forgets
how to fight off infections it
successfully dealt with before.
Immune amnesia can last for
years.

Possible complications of measles

Measles Symptoms and Complications | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

How Measles Causes Immune Amnesia | Harvard Magazine

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/signs-symptoms/index.html
https://www.harvardmagazine.com/2025/03/measles-immune-amnesia


Determining who is susceptible
CDC recommendations for presumptive evidence of immunity to
measles 

Written documentation of vaccination with 2 doses of
Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)*.
Laboratory evidence of immunity (IgG).
Documentation of a previous laboratory confirmation case.  
Born before 1957.

*If the first vaccination occurred before the age of 12
months, this is called a zero dose, and a total of 3 MMRs
are required to reach presumptive immunity.

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/measles/ 

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/measles/


Prevention: Vaccination

Measles Vaccination | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/vaccines/index.html


Post Exposure Prophylaxis
(PEP)

PEP is a treatment for confirmed, asymptomatic exposures to help
prevent the exposed individual from developing the disease.  PEP is
a strategy used to prevent or reduce the severity of measles cases
in those who have been exposed to the virus.
PEP is given to exposed individuals who can’t provide proof of
evidence of immunity against measles.

The recommendation for PEP is dependent on timing of the
exposure , the health status of the individual and prior
immunization status.

Two options for PEP
Administration of Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) vaccine.
Administration of immune globulin (IG).

Appendix A: Considerations when Evaluating a Person for Exposure to Measles in a Healthcare Setting | Infection Control | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/infection-control/hcp/measles/appendix-a.html


Do You Think Your Child Has Measles?

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/measles-factsheet-seek-care-508.pdf






Preparing and Responding



https://www.cdc.gov/measles/downloads/measles-checklist-early-care.pdf
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AR Ready for STEM 

AR  STEM Model Schools

Michele Snyder
State STEM Integration Specialist

Michele.Snyder@ade.arkansas.gov

AR STEM Model Program is recruiting new PreK-12
schools for 2026-27. See STEMinars in May.
Goals are to increase STEM opportunities for students,
designate model STEM schools, build partnerships with
community stakeholders, & increase STEM teacher
pipeline.
STEMinars - Recruiting FY27 STEM Model Schools in
May 
Summer PL begins June 9
ADE Summit begins July 14
Stay connected AR STEM Listserv
https://bit.ly/2FGMOv3

mailto:Michele.Snyder@ade.arkansas.gov
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/learning-services/curriculum-support/ar-stem-model-program
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1STKXo8D8zSuMIsZAdu90rC-b8F4HgLc4gQt1WLtNyiU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ClkfZ1BDpkY_Fzu5C78--cPznBUkKQ1ikT9MZvcjOS4/edit?usp=sharing
https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/communications/ade-summit
https://bit.ly/2FGMOv3
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STEMinar -  Recruiting PreK Schools

Pre-K AR STEM Model Program
Rubric and Early Childhood
STEM Professional Learning

Resources

AR STEM Model Program 
Informational Sessions

May 12
3:30-4:30

May 
13, 14, 15

   ESCWorks #
       576581

ESCWorks #
576583, 576789, 576792

https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576581
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576581
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576581
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576581
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576583
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576583
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576583
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576583
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576581
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576583
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576789
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=576792


AR Outdoor Education Initiative
Arkansas Outdoor Education Initiative and School of Conservation Leadership

The 2026-2027 School of Conservation Leadership application window is
now open.

Incentives are available for PreK-12 schools who sign up before May
31, 2026.

K-8 Outdoor Education Curriculum & Outdoor Recreation CTE Pathways
Health and PE Standards revised 2026 - State Board adoption TBA
Statewide outdoor education providers map

Summer Professional Learning: 
June 11, 2026 - Mapping the Natural State: GIS Across the Curriculum (EAST)
June 17, 2026 - Tapping into the Network of Arkansas Outdoor Education
Resources - VIRTUAL
June 22, 2026 - Teach Where the Wild Things Are - (Lake DeGray)
Regional sessions at Arkansas State Parks (TBA)

Nathan Windel, Outdoor Education Specialist       
Nathan.Windel@ade.arkansas.gov

https://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/Offices/learning-services/arkansas-outdoor-education-pilot-program
https://www.agfc.com/education/school-of-conservation-leadership/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vRlO8qmC-WUtj2uDzPaSS9aT5bpStdKb/view
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1o8qWtYRZXZQ40i2N9X8QFm4NhnhLWyE&ll=34.7885582673249%2C-92.21560169999998&z=8
https://www.escweb.net/ar_ade/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=573408
https://www.escweb.net/ar_ade/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=573485
https://www.escweb.net/ar_esc/catalog/session.aspx?session_id=573616


Program Requirements

School of Conservation Leadership schools are committing to 10 required activities and 1
“Choose 1 of 4” activities to earn the designation:

Required:
Fishing in the Natural State
Conservation Art Projects
Applying for a Wildlife Conservation Grant
Staff Professional Development
A GIS Project
3 Guest Speakers
Stream Team
Offering Hunter’s Ed or Boater’s Ed
Arkansas Outdoor Education Curriculum Resources
Compete in Generation Conservation Summit

Choose 1 of 4: 
Visit an AGFC Nature Center or Hatchery
Form a Competitive Archery or Youth Shooting Sports team
Participate in AGFC Leadership Council (Student, Teacher, or
Administrator)
Form a Generation Conservation Club



Dr. Chris Barnes

Questions?Questions?

https://forms.gle/oLE5PtvyFZvQq6A89
https://forms.gle/oLE5PtvyFZvQq6A89
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