Office of Early Childhood
(501) 682-8947

Office of Early Childhood--Fast Facts Effective Date: 8/31/2026

Program Participation Information

Licensed Providers by Better Beginnings (BB) Level New Facilities After 10/01/25: 111
Closures After
BB Level All Providers Center-Based Home-Based SRA Recipient ABC Recipient 10/01/25*
BB Level 0 431 353 78 2 5 76
BB Level 1 102 82 20 0 0 5
BB Level 2 434 402 32 347 13 57
BB Level 3 406 378 28 311 118 41
BB Level 4 218 211 7 95 123 16
BB Level 5 118 112 6 66 88 12
BB Level 6 94 77 17 50 48 3
TOTAL 1,803 1,615 188 871 395 210
*Number of facilities indicating closure due to financial reasons: 39
Arkansas Better Chance (ABC) Program (SUMMER SERVICES) Number of Children Dually-Enrolled: N/A
Provider Type Total Providers* Enroliment* Infants/Toddlers* Pre-K*
Public School Districts 3 80 24 56
Education Service Cooperatives 1 18 11 7
Public Colleges/Universities 1 2 0 2
Community-Based Programs 16 341 12 329
Family Child Care Homes 0 0 0 0
Home-Visiting (HIPPY/PAT) 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 21 441 47 394
*Figures drawn from ABC Summer Services as regular ABC programming does not operate in the summer.
School Readiness Assistance (SRA) Program Number of Families Served: 7,069
Category Total Center-Based Home-Based
Number of Children Served 11,038 10,709 329
SRA Enrollment
BB Level Total Infants Toddlers Pre-K School Age
BB Level 0 2 1 1 0 0
BB Level 1 0 0 0 0 0
BB Level 2 4,180 206 725 1,537 1,712
BB Level 3 5,104 225 1,034 2,016 1,829
BB Level 4 927 31 183 339 374
BB Level 5 401 23 53 166 159
BB Level 6 424 51 147 156 70
TOTAL 11,038 537 2,143 4,214 4,144
SRA Waitlist Number of Families Impacted: 2,424
Category Total Infants Toddlers Pre-K School Age
Impacted Children 3,538 578 911 977 1,072




Office of Early Childhood--Fast Facts

Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) Budget

Office of Early Childhood

Effective Date:

Program Financial Information

FFY 2026 (10/01/25-09/30/26)

(501) 682-8947

8/20/2026

Effective:

8/19/2026

Fund Category

Projected Budget

Adjusted Budget*

Total Expenditures

Remaining Balance

CCDF Administrative

$6,770,931.69

$6,239,495.00

$3,723,179.51

$2,516,315.49

CCDF Quiality

$12,187,677.03

$11,231,091.00

$13,214,960.85

-$1,983,869.85

CCDF Infant-Toddler Quality

$4,062,559.01

$3,743,697.00

$987,407.70

$2,756,289.30

CCDF Direct Services

$78,678,226.18

$87,352,930.00

$47,153,940.20

$40,198,989.80

CCDF Non-Direct Services

$33,719,239.79

$16,222,687.00

$4,531,537.42

$11,691,149.58

TOTAL

$135,418,633.70

$124,789,900.00

$69,611,025.68

$55,178,874.32

*Adjusted Budget includes funding that has been awarded through a Notice of Award and is available for drawdown.

Period:

07/29/2026-08/19/2026

CCDF Monthly Expenditure by Category

Fund Category Total Period Expenditures % of Adjusted Budget*
CCDF Administrative $437,373.90 7.01%
CCDF Quiality $501,311.23 4.46%
CCDF Infant-Toddler Quality $0.00 0.00%
CCDF Direct Services $3,121,821.71 3.57%
CCDF Non-Direct Services $527,570.51 3.25%
TOTAL $4,588,077.35 3.68%
Arkansas Better Chance (ABC) Program Budget SFY 2027 (07/01/26-06/30/27) Effective:

8/19/2026

Fund Category

Actual Budget

Total Expenditures

Remaining Balance

ABC Operations (EGA3000)

$2,389,450.00

$494,343.31

$1,895,106.69

ABC Grants & Contracts (JAA1011)

$114,000,000.00

$12,218,123.70

$101,781,876.30

TOTAL

$116,389,450.00

$12,712,467.01

$103,676,982.99

State General Revenue Budget (State-Match)

Arkansas Preschool Development Grant B-5 (PDG)

SFY 2027 (07/01/26-06/30/27)

Effective:

8/19/2026

Fund Category

Actual Budget

Total Expenditures

Remaining Balance

State Child Care Grants (ECG0100)

$9,000,000.00

$699,868.80

$8,300,131.20

TOTAL

$9,000,000.00

$699,868.80

$8,300,131.20

Award Period: 01/01/26-12/31/26

Effective:

8/19/2026

Grant Priority Category

Actual Budget

Total Expenditures

Remaining Balance

Local Lead Continuation

$5,151,000.00

$3,231,668.38

$1,919,331.62

Third-Party CLASS Observations $1,166,500.00 $0.00 $1,166,500.00
Quality Enhancement Grants $5,000,000.00 $3,560,000.00 $1,440,000.00
Workforce Retention Efforts $899,340.00 $0.00 $899,340.00
Technology Development $2,500,000.00 $560.29 $2,499,439.71
Travel $20,000.00 $0.00 $20,000.00
Indirect Costs $14,160.00 $66.11 $14,093.89

TOTAL $14,751,000.00 $6,792,294.78 $7,958,705.22




