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Supports educator-child interactions and 
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Foundational Support Grantees
The following organizations will offer foundational support trainings,
coaching, and technical assistance across the state, in virtual and in-person
settings:

A-State Child Care Aware
Arch Ford ESC
Child Care Aware of NWA
Dawson ESC
DeQueen Mena ESC
Guy Fenter ESC
National Park College - Child Care
Aware

Northeast ESC
North Central ESC
OUR ESC
SEARK ESC
Southwest AR ESC
White River PDD - Child Care
Aware

Foundational Support Early Childhood Trainings 
Provided by all foundational support grantees:

Strengthening Business Practices for Child Care Programs
Child Development and Early Learning Standards (CDELS) Basics
Building Skills for Kindergarten Readiness
CPR and First Aid Certification
Emergency Preparedness
Classroom Management
Behavior Management

Additional Approved Foundational Training Categories
Foundational support grantees across the state might also provide more
specialized training in any of these categories:

Leadership
Instructional Leadership
Staff Support 
Supporting Children with Disabilities
Literacy and HQIM
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Grantee Contact Email

A-State Child Care
Aware

JoAnn Nalley jnalley@astate.edu

Arch Ford ESC Kristen Weatherall kristen.weatherall@archford.org

Child Care Aware of
NWA

Carolene Thornton cthornton@nwachildcare.org

Dawson ESC Shasta Pentecost shasta.pentecost@dawsonesc.com

DeQueen Mena ESC Kelli Parson kelli.parson@dmesc.org

Guy Fenter ESC Elizabeth Churchman elizabeth.churchman@wscstarfish.com

National Park College -
Child Care Aware

Terri Helms terri.helms@np.edu

Northeast ESC Chrissy Sain csain@nea.k12.ar.us

North Central ESC Julie Duncan julie.duncan@northcentralcoop.org

OUR ESC Anne Cowie acowie@oursc.k12.ar.us

SEARK ESC Jessica Griffin jessica.griffin@searkcoop.com

Southwest AR ESC Katlin Niemeyer katlin.niemeyer@swaec.org

White River PDD - Child
Care Aware

Debbie Mize dmize@wrpdd.org

Foundational Support Grantees
Contact Information
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Arkansas State University Childhood Services

Offers a variety of statewide support in adult-child interactions, child
assessment, staff support, and leadership. 

Contact
JoAnn Nalley | Childhood Services
jnalley@astate.edu | https://www.astate.edu/a/childhood-services

Adult-Child Interactions
Coaching for Performance: A Strengths
Based Approach
Conscious Discipline
Powerful Interactions
The Responsive Environment

Foundational Training
Staff Support

Administrator Certificate
Administrator Collaborative Network
Director Essentials
New Staff Orientation
PAS/BAS
Building a Foundation for Learning
First 40

Leadership
Leadership Credential

Arkansas Children’s Hospital

Manages coordination, training, and on-site technical assistance for
HIPPY and PAT home visiting programs to enhance child
development and improve school readiness.

Topics
Home visiting

Contact
Tyra Greenwood | AR Home Visiting Network
greenwoodtm@archildrens.org | https://www.arhomevisiting.org

HQIM and Child Assessment
Coaching and training on the Work
Sampling and Ounce Child Assessments
for ABC programs

https://www.astate.edu/a/childhood-services
https://www.arhomevisiting.org/
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Curricula Concepts

Promotes positive relationships between educators, children, and
their families by facilitating the learning of new skills using dynamic
and innovative models.

Adult-Child Interations:
Family and Educator Cafes

Foundational Training
Leadership: Introduction to the
Leadership Growth Wheel
Staff Support: Meaningful Family
Engagement

Contact
Jamie Ward | Curricula Concepts
jamie@curriculaconcepts.com | https://curriculaconcepts.com/

University of Arkansas: Early Care and Education Projects
Manages a statewide professional development delivery system
through two- and four-year colleges; administers the state’s family child
care network to support those interested in opening a child care home
business.

Adult-Child Interactions
CLASS Intro to Interactions (IT and PreK)
CLASS Interaction Essentials (IT and PreK)

HQIM and Child Assessment
AR Early Learning Standards in Practice
Brigance Screen III for Family Child Care
Early Math and Numeracy
Early Science and Inquiry
Linking Brigance Screen III to Instruction
Pyramid Strategies for Positive Behavior

Contact
Kathy Pillow-Price | Early Care and Education Projects
kathyp@uark.edu | https://ecep.uark.edu

Foundational Training
Strengthening Business Practices for
Family Child Care Providers
Coaching for Constructive Feedback and
Tough Talks
Building Relationships with Infants and
Toddlers
Child Development Birth-3, 3-5, 5-8
Family Child Care Provider GROW
Coaching
Guidance and Behavior Management
Introduction to Coaching Skills
The Growing Brain
Leading Yourself
Monday Morning Leadership
Team Building
Health, Safety, and Nutrition
Resilient Early Childhood Educator
Strengthening Families
Creative Activities



University of Arkansas Partners

Builds capacity within early childhood education for children with
developmental delays to receive effective supports and services.

Adult-Child Interactions
Autism Services Available in Arkansas
Benefits to Children Integrating Therapy
into Their Education Routine
Connecting with All Families
Creating a Trauma-Sensitive,
Compassionate Early Ed Space for
Children
Supporting Young Children with Autism
A New Child Enrolled in my Center and
Doesn't Speak English: How Can I Ensure
Quality Interactions?
Understanding Sensory Processing
Disorders
Creating a Sensory-Friendly Early
Education Environment
Reframing Children's Behavior through a
New Lens
Understanding and Supporting Young
Children with Autism
Engineering an Early Education Setting
with Visual Supports
How to Make Your Early Education
Environment Friendly for All Children
How to Talk with Parents about their
Child's Delay
Overview of Common Developmental
Disabilities
Supporting Children with Disabilities in
Early Education Settings

HQIM and Child Assessment
How to Use the Motivation Assessment
Scale to Better Understand a Child's
Behavior
IDEA/504 Services: How do I know if I
should make a referral?
Medicaid Services and Eligibility for
Children with Disabilities
Screening Tools to Identify Children with
Autism
Screening Tools to Identify Children with
Sensory Processing Disorders
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Contact
Karen Burnette | Partners
kbburnet@uark.edu | https://uofapartners.uark.edu/
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Teaches early childhood providers how to establish successful
strategies to engage families; runs Project Play, which focuses on
supporting young children who have experienced trauma.

Foundational Training
Family Map Foundation
Family Map Refresher
SRA Parent Trainings

Mental Health Supports
Early Childhood Mental Health Supports

Contact
Nikki Edge | Family and Preventive Medicine 
naedge@uams.edu | https://medicine.uams.edu/familymedicine/research/red/ecpd

Arkansas Early Childhood Association

Administers TEACH Early Childhood Arkansas Scholarship Program,
supporting early childhood staff credentialing. Covers 90% of tuition
and books.

Contact:  Paul Lazenby | paul@arkansasearlychildhood.org
https://arkansasearlychildhood.org/teach

Other Supports for the Field

Early Development Instrument (EDI) | UCA Arkansas Research Center

Implements the EDI in partnership with UCLA’s Center for Healthier Children
to assess how kindergarteners are progressing across five domains; data help
guide community efforts to inform systems so children reach school healthy
and ready to learn.

Contact:  Sarah Argue | sarah.argue@arkansas.gov
https://arc.arkansas.gov/arcweb

Longitudinal Study | UCA Arkansas Research Center

Conducts the Arkansas Better Chance Longitudinal Study, considering the
otucomes for multiple ABC cohorts through their latest K-12 grade.

https://medicine.uams.edu/familymedicine/research/red/ecpd
https://arkansasearlychildhood.org/teach
https://arc.arkansas.gov/arcweb
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Professional Development Registry | ASU Childhood Services

Administers the Arkansas Professional Development Registry (PDR) for
early childhood educators.

Contact:  JoAnn Nalley | jnalley@astate.edu
https://pdr.ade.arkansas.gov

Excel by Eight - Local Lead Supports

Supports Local Leads in activating and implementing their local plans
within their communities

Contact:  Jessi Rice | jrice@excelby8.net
https://www.excelby8.net 

REALLY GREAT READING

Supports strengthening foundational literacy instruction

Contact
Karla Jackson | karla.jackson@reallygreatreading.com
www.reallygreatreading.com 

LENA Grow

Job-embedded coaching for educators to improve classroom
language/conversational turns through data-driven reflection

Contact: Jodi Whiteman | jodiwhiteman@lena.org
https://www.lena.org/

https://pdr.ade.arkansas.gov/
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