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OEC Commitments

OEC has listened to providers’ feedback and responded by implementing measures to stabilize programs

and by creating new opportunities for providers to actively participate in decision-making.

Since announcing the SRA changes in late September, we've heard from many of you about the
challenges and anxieties these changes have created.

In response, the Office of Early Childhood responded with key actions:

e Implemented Quality Enhancement Payments in October to help stabilize programs during the
transition

e Convened emergency meetings of the Arkansas Early Childhood Commission to review
provider input and explore additional strategies for support

e Supported the Early Childhood Commission Emergency Working Group, which included
researchers, lawmakers, and providers, in order to gather feedback and inform future adjustments

OEC remains committed to listening, learning, and partnering with providers as we work toward a
more stable child care system.



Arkansas Early Childhood Funding

Early Childhood Programs and Services

(Child care assistance, family support services, provider quality supports,
early learning standards and curriculum, licensing requirements)

Child Care Development Arkansas Better Chance Head Start / Early Head Start
Funding (CCDF) (ABC)

Federal block grant State-funded early childhood Federally-funded
administered by the state to program focused on comprehensive program
subsidize child care for low- expanding access to high providing early education,
income families and support quality early childhood health, and family supports for

quality improvement and education services for at-risk low-income families
provider supports (INCLUDES children
SRA)

~ $127 Million ~ $114 Million ~ $110 Million



Arkansas Early Childhood Funding

Child Care Development Grant (CCDF)

Approximately $127M annually in mandatory, discretionary, and match

Non-Direct Services Quality Activities Direct Child Care Services

Contract Services: Approximately At least 12% of total funding A minimum of 70% of
22% of overall funding is spent on must be committed to quality remaining funds must be spent

professional service contracts and improvement activities: 3% on direct child care services in
SRA implementation Overall-Infant & Toddler Quality accordance with CCDF
Admin Costs: No more than 5% of 9% Overall-General Quality regulations

overall funding may be spent on
administrative costs

~ $34 Million ~ $17 Million ~ $77 Million



Recent Timeline

September 19 Announcement about rate/copay changes effective October 1

OEC announced Quality Enhancement Payments in response to provider
concerns

September 29

New rates and copayments went into effect
October 1 Quality Enhancement Payments initiated

OEC conducted a work session of the Early Childhood Commission to
October 15 review School Readiness Assistance program and funding constraints




Recent Timeline

Early Childhood Commission created an emergency working group to
October 21 address provider feedback and solicit additional information and potential
recommendations for changes to rates, copays, and eligibility

Early Childhood Commission Emergency Working Group met to provide
October 28 : L
recommendations on changes to rates, copays, and eligibility
Early Childhood Commission accepted recommendations from the

October 30 Emergency Working Group, advising changes to rates, copays, and
eligibility

OEC accepted rate recommendations from the Early Childhood
Commission; updated rates effective November 1

November 3




Recommended Changes from Early
Childhood Commission Emergency
Working Group



Early Childhood Commission Recommendations

e Provide tiered-rate incentives for quality providers (a base rate
tier and two additional quality tiers—Levels 3/4 and 5/6)

Rates e Redistribute rates to better enhance infant and toddler rates
over school age rates
e Calculate family copayments at the Level 2 base rate
e Reduce copays to $0 for families with SMI < 60%
Copays

e Install a cap on family copays at 7% of gross monthly income
e Standardize copay amounts among children in a family

e Increase weekly work hours for eligibility from 20 hours to 32
hours
Eligibility e Remove family lifetime maximum (currently 72 months)
e Grant childcare workers access to SRA under Priority 1 (no
waitlist)



Updated Rates
Effective November 1



Infant Rates

INFANT Before October 1 October 1 November 1
STATEWIDE Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Base Rate Level 2 Levels 3/4 | Levels 5/6
Full Time $39.00 $56.00 $60.00 $65.00 $75.00 $36.00 $36.00 $51.00 $63.00
Part Time $27.00 $37.00 $41.00 $46.00 $56.00 $18.00 $18.00 $25.50 $31.50
Night/Weekend $44.00 $61.00 $65.00 $70.00 $80.00 $39.60 $39.60 $56.10 $69.30
Spec Need FT $53.50 $83.50 $87.50 $92.50 $102.50 $50.40 $50.40 $71.40 $88.20
Spec Need PT $37.80 $51.80 $57.40 $64.40 $78.40 $25.20 $25.20 $35.70 $44.10

INFANT Before October 1 October 1 November 1
BENTON/WASH Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Base Rate Level 2 Levels 3/4 | Levels 5/6
Full Time $46.00 $56.00 $60.00 $65.00 $75.00 $43.00 $38.00 $51.00 $63.00
Part Time $31.00 $37.00 $41.00 $46.00 $56.00 $21.50 $19.00 $25.50 $31.50
Night/Weekend $51.00 $61.00 $65.00 $70.00 $80.00 $47.30 $41.80 $56.10 $69.30
Spec Need FT $64.00 $83.50 $87.50 $92.50 $102.50 $60.20 $53.20 $71.40 $88.20
Spec Need PT $43.40 $51.80 $57.40 $64.40 $78.40 $30.10 $26.60 $35.70 $44.10




Toddler Rates

TODDLER Before October 1 October 1 November 1
STATEWIDE Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Base Rate Level 2 Levels 3/4 | Levels 5/6
Full Time $38.00 $51.00 $55.00 $60.00 $65.00 $35.00 $35.00 $46.00 $56.00
Part Time $26.00 $33.50 $37.50 $42.50 $47.50 $17.50 $17.50 $23.00 $28.00
Night/Weekend $43.00 $56.00 $60.00 $65.00 $70.00 $38.50 $38.50 $50.60 $61.60
Spec Need FT $52.00 $76.00 $80.00 $85.00 $90.00 $49.00 $49.00 $64.40 $78.40
Spec Need PT $46.90 $52.50 $24.50 $32.20 $39.20

TODDLER Before October 1 October 1 November 1
BENTON/WASH Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Base Rate Level 2 Levels 3/4 | Levels 5/6
Full Time $44.00 $51.00 $55.00 $60.00 $65.00 $41.00 $37.00 $50.00 $56.00
Part Time $30.00 $33.50 $37.50 $42.50 $47.50 $20.50 $18.50 $25.00 $28.00
Night/Weekend $49.00 $56.00 $60.00 $65.00 $70.00 $45.10 $40.70 $55.00 $61.60
Spec Need FT $61.00 $76.00 $80.00 $85.00 $90.00 $57.40 $51.80 $70.00 $78.40
Spec Need PT $42.00 $46.90 $52.50 $59.50 $66.50 $28.70 $25.90 $35.00 $39.20




Preschool Rates

PRESCHOOL Before October 1 October 1 November 1
STATEWIDE Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Base Rate Level 2 Levels 3/4 | Levels 5/6
Full Time $33.00 $41.00 $45.00 $50.00 $55.00 $33.00 $33.00 $38.00 $47.00
Part Time $22.00 $27.00 $31.00 $36.00 $41.00 $16.50 $16.50 $19.00 $23.50
Night/Weekend $38.00 $46.00 $50.00 $55.00 $60.00 $36.30 $36.30 $41.80 $51.70
Spec Need FT $49.00 $61.00 $65.00 $70.00 $75.00 $46.20 $46.20 $53.20 $65.80
Spec Need PT $37.80 $43.40 $23.10 $26.60 $32.90

PRESCHOOL Before October 1 October 1 November 1
BENTON/WASH Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Base Rate Level 2 Levels 3/4 | Levels 5/6
Full Time $40.00 $41.00 $45.00 $50.00 $55.00 $39.00 $33.00 $38.00 $47.00
Part Time $27.00 $27.00 $31.00 $36.00 $41.00 $19.50 $16.50 $19.00 $23.50
Night/Weekend $45.00 $46.00 $50.00 $55.00 $60.00 $42.90 $36.30 $41.80 $51.70
Spec Need FT $58.00 $61.00 $65.00 $70.00 $75.00 $54.60 $46.20 $53.20 $65.80
Spec Need PT $37.80 $37.80 $43.40 $50.40 $57.40 $27.30 $23.10 $26.60 $32.90




School Age Rates

SCHOOL AGE Before October 1 October 1 November 1
STATEWIDE Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Base Rate Level 2 Levels 3/4 | Levels 5/6
Full Time $31.00 $39.00 $40.00 $41.00 $42.00 $31.00 $28.00 $28.00 $28.00
Part Time $20.50 $25.50 $26.50 $27.50 $28.50 $15.50 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00
Night/Weekend $36.00 $44.00 $45.00 $46.00 $47.00 $34.10 $30.80 $30.80 $30.80
Spec Need FT $46.00 $58.00 $59.00 $60.00 $61.00 $43.40 $39.20 $39.20 $39.20
Spec Need PT $35.70 $37.10 $21.70 $19.60 $19.60

SCHOOL AGE Before October 1 October 1 November 1
BENTON/WASH Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 Base Rate Level 2 Levels 3/4 | Levels 5/6
Full Time $37.00 $39.00 $40.00 $41.00 $42.00 $37.00 $28.00 $28.00 $28.00
Part Time $24.50 $25.50 $26.50 $27.50 $28.50 $18.50 $14.00 $14.00 $14.00
Night/Weekend $42.00 $44.00 $45.00 $46.00 $47.00 $40.70 $30.80 $30.80 $30.80
Spec Need FT $55.00 $58.00 $59.00 $60.00 $61.00 $51.80 $39.20 $39.20 $39.20
Spec Need PT $34.30 $35.70 $37.10 $38.50 $39.90 $25.90 $19.60 $19.60 $19.60




Quality Enhancement Payments

e The rate at Level 2 is established as the Base Rate

Quality Enhancement payments will be provided for Levels 3-6
> Quality Enhancement Payment = Difference between the
established base rate (Level 2) and the tiered rate
> Quality Enhancement Payments are made manually on a
weekly basis, not through the SRA system.



Daily Quality Enhancement Payments
(In Addition to Base Rates)

INFANT November 1 Quality Enhancement Payments
STATEWIDE Base Rate Levels 3/4 Quality Levels 5/6 Quality
Full Time $36.00 $15.00 $27.00

Part Time $18.00 $7.50 $13.50
Night’Weekend $39.60 $16.50 $29.70

Spec Need FT $50.40 $21.00 $37.80

Spec Need PT $25.20 $10.50 $18.90

INFANT November 1 Quality Enhancement Payments
BENTON/WASH CO Base Rate Levels 3/4 Quality Levels 5/6 Quality
Full Time $38.00 $13.00 $25.00

Part Time $19.00 $6.50 $12.50
Night/Weekend $41.80 $14.30 $27.50

Spec Need FT $53.20 $18.20 $35.00

Spec Need PT $26.60 $9.10 $17.50




Daily Quality Enhancement Payments
(In Addition to Base Rates)

TODDLER November 1 Quality Enhancement Payments
STATEWIDE Base Rate Levels 3/4 Quality Levels 5/6 Quality
Full Time $35.00 $11.00 $21.00

Part Time $17.50 $5.50 $10.50
Night/Weekend $38.50 $12.10 $23.10

Spec Need FT $49.00 $15.40 $29.40

Spec Need PT $24.50 $7.70 $14.70

TODDLER November 1 Quality Enhancement Payments
BENTON/WASH CO Base Rate Levels 3/4 Quality Levels 5/6 Quality
Full Time $37.00 $13.00 $19.00

Part Time $18.50 $6.50 $9.50
Night/Weekend $40.70 $14.30 $20.90

Spec Need FT $51.80 $18.20 $26.60

Spec Need PT $25.90 $9.10 $13.30




Daily Quality Enhancement Payments
(In Addition to Base Rates)

PRESCHOOL November 1 Quality Enhancement Payments
STATEWIDE Base Rate Levels 3/4 Quality Levels 5/6 Quality
Full Time $33.00 $5.00 $14.00

Part Time $16.50 $2.50 $7.00
Night/Weekend $36.30 $5.50 $15.40

Spec Need FT $46.20 $7.00 $19.60

Spec Need PT $23.10 $3.50 $9.80

PRESCHOOL November 1 Quality Enhancement Payments
BENTON/WASH CO Base Rate Levels 3/4 Quality Levels 5/6 Quality
Full Time $33.00 $5.00 $14.00

Part Time $16.50 $2.50 $7.00
Night/Weekend $36.30 $5.50 $15.40

Spec Need FT $46.20 $7.00 $19.60

Spec Need PT $23.10 $3.50 $9.80




Daily Quality Enhancement Payments
(In Addition to Base Rates)

SCHOOL AGE November 1 Quality Enhancement Payments
STATEWIDE Base Rate Levels 3/4 Quality Levels 5/6 Quality
Full Time $28.00 $0.00 $0.00

Part Time $14.00 $0.00 $0.00
Night/Weekend $30.80 $0.00 $0.00

Spec Need FT $39.20 $0.00 $0.00

Spec Need PT $19.60 $0.00 $0.00

SCHOOL AGE November 1 Quality Enhancement Payments
BENTON/WASH CO Base Rate Levels 3/4 Quality Levels 5/6 Quality
Full Time $28.00 $0.00 $0.00

Part Time $14.00 $0.00 $0.00
Night/Weekend $30.80 $0.00 $0.00

Spec Need FT $39.20 $0.00 $0.00

Spec Need PT $19.60 $0.00 $0.00




Updated Copays and Eligibility
Information



Copays and Eligibility

OEC approved for copays to be calculated on the base rate

OEC approved to increase the weekly number of hours required
from 20 hours to 30 hours, to be implemented at the family’s
redetermination

OEC approved for the removal of the family lifetime maximum (72
months)

OEC will continue collaborating with the Early Childhood
Commission on other recommendations as funding becomes
feasible



Additional Updates & Reminders

Payments for SRA are processed weekly (on Tuesday for previous
week)

Quality Enhancement Payments will be processed weekly but
separately from SRA billing

NEW: Authorizations will deobligate if not billed within 30 days

NEW: Family eligibility will be redetermined after 13 months
regardless of Better Beginnings level



Questions?

Office of Early Childhood
Phone: 501-682-8947
Email: oec.familysupport@ade.arkansas.gov
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