
Professional Development Requirements for Initial Teaching License
Upon issuance of an initial teaching license by DESE, an applicant shall obtain training in the following areas with the first (2) years of initial

employment as a licensed teacher in the state (A.C.A.§ 6-17-709), unless documentation is provided that the applicant complete the requirement in an
educator preparation program or another state.

Name Description Hours Release Dates
2025-2026

Release Dates
2026-2027

Release Dates
2027-2028

Release
Dates

2028-2029
Mandated Reporters/Child Maltreatment
(Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-61-133)

This training is designed to make one aware of
signs of child maltreatment.

2 hours* Summer 2025 Summer 2028

Family and Community Engagement
(Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-15-1703)

This training provides an overview of how to
engage parents in the educational process and
promote engagement that will result in open
communication and better student outcomes.

2 hours Summer 2026

Mental Health Awareness
(Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-17-708)

This training is designed to identify early warning
signs regarding mental health.

2 hours* Summer 2027

Teen Suicide Awareness and Prevention
(Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-17-708)

This training is designed to identify early warning
signs regarding of suicide and prevention.

2 hours* Summer 2026

Bullying Prevention
(Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-17-711)

This training outlines requirements for schools
 and personnel regarding bullying incidents as well
as prevention.

2 hours* Summer 2028

Dyslexia Awareness
(Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-41-60G)

This training provides information on the indicators
of dyslexia, the need for screening and early
intervention and important processes such as
Response to Intervention and referral.

1 hour Summer 2027

Arkansas History
(Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-17-703)

This training is designed to provide an overview of
AR History.

2 hours Summer 2026

Human Trafficking
(Ark. Code Ann.§ 6-17-710)

This training provides information on how to identify
if a child is a victim of human trafficking and how to
report suspicions.

30 min. Summer 2027


