Professional Licensure Standards Board
Friday, March 6, 2026
PLSB Full Board Minutes

The Professional Licensure Standards Board held its quarterly meeting via Zoom and in person
for those who could attend on March 6, 2026. Members of the Board present were: Hosea Born,
Dr. Tiffany Bone, Dr. Kimberley Davis, Dr. Charlotte White-Wright, Ashelyn Abney, Dr. Harold
Jeffocat, Dr. Karen Lasker, Dr. Luke Lovins, Wendy Peer, Melissa Speers, Dr. Phong Tran,
Kathy Howell, and Dudley Webb III.

ADE staff members present: Whitney James, Laura Shelton, Dr. Brandie Benton, Dr. Matthew
Sutherlin, Andy Sullivan, Bobette Ray, Travis Perrow, and Diedra Hurt.

Members not present: Kamicka Thompson.

L.

Call to Order — Dr. Harold Jeffcoat — Chair

Dr. Harold Jeffcoat called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

2.

Approval of Minutes

Dr. Luke Lovins made a motion to approve December 5, 2025, PLSB Full Board minutes;
seconded by Dr. Kimberley Davis. None opposed. Motion passed.

3.

Welcome to Travis Perrow, Investigator III, and Diedra Hurt, Administrative

Analyst.

Presenter: Whitney James, PLSB Managing Attorney

Whitney James welcomed Travis Perrow and Diedra Hurt to the PLSB.

4.

Code of Ethics Data Update

Presenter: Laura Shelton, PLSB Chief Investigator
Whitney James, PLSB Managing Attorney

Laura Shelton presented information on the current number of cases currently being investigated
by the Professional Licensure Standards Board, how cases are assigned to investigators, time
spent on investigations, and average demographics of accused educators.

Whitney James presented rule changes and how they affect the timeline of cases. She also
presented Evidentiary Hearing Data and data on State Board reviews from 2024-2026, both of
which reflected a downward trend.

5.
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Action Items
a. Approval of Lead Designation Pathway: Public Impact

Presenter: Dr. Matthew Sutherlin, Director of Licensure and Educator Preparation



Dr. Matthew Sutherlin presented a proposed Designation Pathway for educators entitled Public
Impact. He explained the Public Impact process and cost for educators to become a Lead teacher
in the program and stated that those educators would train in schools based on need while also
extending the reach of professional Lead Teachers without having to leave the classroom.

Dr. Luke Lovins made a motion to approve offering Public Impact to educators as a Designation
Pathway and placing it on the ADE website; Hosea Born seconded the motion. None opposed.

Motion passed.

Dr. Phong Tran made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Dr. Karen
Lasker. None opposed. Motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned. The next PLSB Full Board meeting will be on Friday, June 5, 2026,
at 9:00 a.m.
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