
“Your work is going to fill a large part of your life, and the only way to be truly satisfied is to do what you 
believe is great work. And the only way to do great work is to love what you do.” - Steve Jobs

"As of July 25, 2022, I will be changing career paths by becoming a Senior Director of State Government 
Affairs within the Code.org Advocacy Team. This is a great opportunity for my family and me, 
professionally and personally. It will not require my family to move away from Arkansas, and will allow 
me to continue engaging in the work that I love, which is advocating for Computer Science Education 
(including in Arkansas). It will just change to a national level focus. I am excited to close out my current 
work at the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) strongly, and I am excited to step into supporting the 
work of great leaders (and friends) at Code.org such as Hadi Partovi, Cameron Wilson, Pat Yongpradit, 
Katie Hendrickson, and Sean Roberts.

When I started with the ADE in August of 2010, as a math specialist, I had been serving as a teacher for 6 
years, which admittedly is a relatively short time in education. Although I loved teaching mathematics to 
young minds, I held a desire to find a way to have a greater impact on education in Arkansas. In 2015, I was 
selected and blessed to become Arkansas’s State Director of Computer Science, the first such position of its 
kind in the nation. It is without reservation that I can say I loved almost every minute working for ADE and 
that my goal to have a greater impact was met and has been wildly exceeded; simply, it has been a 
gratifying and fun experience!

I am extremely thankful to Governor Asa Hutchinson for his support over the years. Without his vision 
and guidance our state would not be in the wonderful position we are. Thanks also to Alison Williams, Bill 
Gossage and the Arkansas Department of Education leadership (including Secretary Key, Dr. Ivy Pfeffer, 
Gina Windle, Stacy Smith, and others) for so many blessings, opportunities, and support over the last 11 
years (7+ leading the state's CS initiative). I also appreciate all of the ADE team members and State Board of 
Education members who have supported our office’s efforts over the years; please continue to do so!"

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OeLNx97wiLon69e8lp45M6ox0BuYLCOSZedzrtMB8_k/view#bookmark=id.l2ekjbs2enjz
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A FAREWELL TO OUR STATE DIRECTOR 
OF COMPUTER SCIENCE

The following article was written by Anthony Owen, Arkansas State Director of Computer Science.



"I also want to say thank you to the wonderful #CSforAR team, including both our internal team (Kelly 
Griffin, Morgan Warbington, and Emily Torres) and our Statewide CS Specialists (Tammy Glass, Leslie 
Perdue Savell, Zack Spink, Jim Furniss, Alex Moeller, Ashley Kincannon, Mark Barnes, John Hart, Lori 
Kagebein, Adam Musto, and Stacy Reynolds)! This initiative could not have been successful without the 
strong team you all have become, and I had the pleasure to build and lead. 

I am appreciative of the industry and non-profit leaders that have also played a role in building our 
initiative. There are too many to try to name them all, but special thanks goes out to Scott Smith at the 
Arkansas Public Resource Center; Sheila Boyington at Learning Blade; Lee Watson at the Forge Institute; 
Anna Beth Gorman at the Women’s Foundation of Arkansas; Corey Alderdice, Daniel Moix, and Carl Frank 
at the Arkansas School for Mathematics, Sciences, and the Arts; and Dave Wengel at ARCodeKids.

And lastly, I want to thank all of the Arkansas educators and students who have truly been the primary 
reason for the success of the Arkansas Computer Science and Computing Initiative to this point, and will 
be the main determining factor of its ongoing success. It is because of the work and passion each of you 
exhibit, whether through taking PD and teaching students, or taking on difficult yet rewarding coursework, 
that the CSforAR initiative is still, and will continue to be, recognized as “leading the nation.”

I may be stepping away from the helm of the Arkansas initiative, but the wonderful thing is that I can 
continue supporting it in a new and exciting way! It may be a cliche, but I mean it when I say that this is not 
the end, it is just a new beginning for both the initiative and myself personally. The Arkansas Computer 
Science and Computing Initiative is in great shape, and I have full confidence that the #CSforAR team will 
continue to keep it at the top nationally and will keep striving to exemplify our motto of, "No Excuses; 
Only Results!"" - Anthony Owen, State Director of Computer Science 

The CSforAR Team could not be more grateful for the leadership of Anthony Owen. Although he will be 
sorely missed, we are beyond proud for his new role at Code.org, which will give him the opportunity to 
influence CS on a national level. The Arkansas CS Initiative would not be where it is today without his role 
as State Director of Computer Science. Because of his great leadership, the CSforAR Team will continue on 
with the initiative, working harder than ever to ensure Arkansas continues leading the nation in computer 
science. Anthony, the CSforAR Team thanks you from the bottom of our heart and wishes you all the best!

A FAREWELL CONTINUED



"At the Arkansas Arts Academy, the Arts Café is a place where classes can display their end of year 
showcases. Mai Le's Computing for Change class showcased their technology, which had to serve the 
purpose of helping their community. The class had an interactive display for students and families to try 
out their creative technology. 
 

Computing for Change featured an interactive wall where anyone could interact with the digital 
smartwatches. Through borrowing micro:bits from the co-op, they made digital smartwatches, learning how 
to make it switch times and much more! The students also learned about mindfulness and fitness, and in 
turn, programmed their own fitness guides into the watches! This class of 5th and 6th graders also competed 
in the Great Arkansas History Video Game Coding Competition and displayed their educational video 
games for their peers and families to play and learn about cities in Arkansas!" 

The CSforAR Team loves hearing stories such as this because it’s an important reminder that technology is 
an art, and one that can help communities for the better! If you would like to send an article to us, we would 
love to hear your story! Email us at csforar@ade.arkansas.gov.

ARKANSAS ARTS ACADEMY
The following article was submitted by Dr. Allison Roberts, CEO/Superintendent of  Arkansas Arts Academy, and Mai Le, K6 
Computer Lab. 

NGA TOOLKIT
Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson, Chair of the National Governors Association (NGA), released the K-12 
Computer Science Toolkit at the NGA Regional Meeting in Boston, MA. This toolkit, which was developed 
through the collaborative efforts of the Arkansas Department of Education Office of Computer Science and 
many other national K-12 Computer Science advocacy partners, provides state leaders information on best 
practices and actionable guidance to build successful computer science initiatives in their state. The toolkit is 
accessible at https://bit.ly/NGACSToolkit.

The Arkansas Computer Science and Computing Initiative, because of the leadership of Gov. Hutchinson, 
has been widely recognized, by national advocacy groups and press, as a leader in K-12 Computer Science 
education.

During this NGA Regional Meeting, Gov. Hutchinson was joined by representatives from 20 national 
organizations and 11 states, including five other Governors (Gov. Murphy, NJ; Gov. Baker, MA; Gov. Cooper, 
NC; Gov. Scott, VT; and Gov. Sununu, NH) to discuss how Gov. Hutchinson’s Chair Initiative, which is K-12 
Computer Science Education, supports related career pathways. Governor Hutchinson, and the NGA, is 
asking all states to sign onto the Governors' Compact on Expanding K-12 Computer Science Education. For 
more information on the Chair’s initiative or the compact visit https://www.nga.org/computerscience/. 

mailto:csforar@ade.arkansas.gov
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#ARKidsCanCode #CSforAR

Learning Blade recently added the “Introduction to 
Coding” course to help teachers/staff provide 
students with an introduction to computers, text- and 
block- based computer programming, and computer 
science careers. This course provides middle school 
teachers with up to 20-hours of resources needed to 
deliver a robust coding experience that includes both 
online and offline activities. This was created in 
collaboration with the Arkansas Department of 
Education’s Computer Science Division as part of AR 
Governor Asa Hutchinson’s ground-breaking CS 
initiative. 
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bit.ly/CSforARPD

The CSforAR Team is currently offering Summer 2022 Professional 
Development sessions. All current offerings can be found by visiting the ADE 
Computer Science Professional Development Schedule, or here at 
bit.ly/CSforARPD.

Be sure to sign up today! You can email any questions to 
csforar@ade.arkansas.gov.

CS SUMMER PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

NEW Learning Blade Course: Introduction to Coding – Request Free Coding PD

Request a free back-to-school PD for any coding/STEM teachers to learn how to easily integrate 
“Introduction to Coding,” email us at info@learningblade.com with desired dates and times for a 30, 60, 
or 90-minute PD.
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